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PREFACE.* 



Twickenkaniy Ma^ 27, 1 727. 

The papers that compose tlie first of these volumes 
^ere printed about sixteen years ago, to which tliere 
are now added two or three small tracts; and the verses 
are transferred into a volume apart, with the additioa 
of fiuch others as we since have written. Tlie second 
(and perhaps a third) will consist of several small trea* 
tises in prose, in which a friend or two is concerned 
with us. 

Having both of us been extremely ill treated by some 
booksellers, (especially one Edmund Curll,t) it was our 
opinion that the best method we could take for justiiy« 
ing ourselves, would be to publish whatever loose pa* 
pera, io prose and verse, we have formerly written, 
not only such as have already stolen into the world 
(very much to our regret, and perhaps very little to 
our credit) but such as in any probability hereafter 
may run the same fate ; having been obtained from ua 
by the importunity, and divulged by the indiscretion of 
friends, although restrained by promises, which few oi^ 
tbem are ever known to observe, aod often think they 
make ua a compliment in breaking. 

But the consequences have been still worse : we have 
beeu eoUtled, and have had our names prefixed at 
leogtb, to whole volumes of mean produetionsi equally 

* Tki« qneroloas and apologctica! preface, Dr. Johnson inferois Off 
trai written by Mr. Pope. N. 
t See two of the tracti in the prcfent T«]|iiBe; N. 
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olfensive to good nianiiera and good sense, ^vhicii we 
never saw oor heard of till iUey appeared iu print. 

For a forgery in setting a false name to a writing, 
which may prejudice another's fortune, the law punishes 
the offender with tlie ^ss of his ears; but iias inflicted 
IU) adequate penalty for such as prejudice another's 
reputation in doing the same thing in print; though 
all and every Individual book, so sold under a false 
Dame, are manifestly so many several and multiplied 
forgeries. 

Indeed, we hoped, that the good nature, or at least 
tlie good judgment of the world, would have cleared us 
from the imputation of such things, as had been thus 
charged upon us by the malice of enemies, the want of 
judgment of friends, the unconcern of indinfcrcnt persons, 
and the confident assertions of booksellei's. 

We are ashamed to find so ill a taste prevail, as to 
make it a necessary work to do this justice to ourselves. 
It is very possible for any author to write below himself; 
cither his subject not proving so fruitful, or fitted for 
him, as he at fii'st imagined ; or his health, or his hu- 
mour, or the present disposition of his mind, unqualify- 
ing him at that juncture : however, H* he possessed any 
distinguishing marks of style, or peculiarity of tliihk- 
ing, there would remain in his least succeseful writhigs 
some few tokens, whereby persons of taste might disco- 
ver.him. 

But, since it hath otherwise fallen out, we think we 
have sufficiently paid for our want of pnidence, and de- 
termioe for the future to be less communicative : or ra- 
ther, having done with such amusements, we are resolved 
to give up what we cannot fairly disown, to the severity 
of critics, the malice of personal enemies, and the indul- 
gence of friends. 



THE- MISCELLANIES. 5 

We are sorry for the satire interspersed in some of 
these pieces upon a few people, from whom the highest 
provocations have been received, and who, by their con- 
duct since, have shown, that they have not yet foi^iveu 
us the wrong they did. It is a very unlucky circum- 
stance to be obliged to retaliate the injuries of such au- 
thors, whose works are so soon forgotten, that we are in 
danger already of appearing the first n/g^essors. It is- 
to be lamented, that Virgil let pass a Kne, which-told- 
posterity he had two enemies caIIo<l Bavins and Misvilis. 
The wisest way is not oiice to name them, but (as the 
madman advised the gentleman, u ha told him he wore 
a sword to kill his enemic?) to let them alone and they 
will die of themselves. Arid according to this rule we 
have acted throughout all those writings,, which wc de- 
iiigncd for the press: but in these, the publication 
whereof was not owing to our folly, bat that of othei-s, 
the omission of the names was not in our power. At the 
worst, we can only give them thai liberty now for 
somet!iing, which tiiey have so many jears exercised 
for nothing, of railing and scribbling against us. And 
it is some commendation^ that we have not done it all 
this while, but avoided publicly to characterise any per- 
son without long experience. JVbmim prematitr in an- 
num is a good rule for all writers of characters ; because 
it may happen to those, who vent praise or censure too 
precipitately, as it did to an eminent English poet, who 
celebrated a young nobleman for erecting DrydenV 
moniunent upon a promise, which his lordship forgot, till 
it was done by another. 

Iq regard to two persons only, we wish our raillery^ 
ibotigh ever so tender, or resentment, though ever so just, 
had not beeu indulged. We speak of Sir Jobu Van- 
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prorocatioos hare been received, and who, by their con- 
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will die of themselves. And according to this rule we 
have ac!cJ throughout all those writing, which wc de- 
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It is some commendation, that we have not done it ail 
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num 18 a good rule for all writers of characters ; because 
it may happen to those, who vent praise or censure too 
precipitately, as it did to an eminent English poet, who 
celebrated a young nobleman for erectiug Diydeo's 
nooument upon a promise, which his lordship foigot, till 
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though ever so tender, or resentment, though ever eo just, 
bad Dot beea indulged. We speak of Sir John Vai!- 
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bnigh,* who was a man of wit, and of boneiir; aod 4t 
Mr. Addttoo,t whose Dame deserves all respect from 
«;very lover of learDlog. 

We caonot deny (and perhaps most writers of Our 
kind have been in the same circumstances; that in seve- 
ral parts of our lives, and according to the dispositions 
we were in, we have written some things, which we may 
wisli never to have thought on. Some sallies of levity 
ought to be imputed to youth, (bupposed in charity, asU 
was in truth, to be the time in which we wrote them) 
others to the gaiety of our minds at certain Junctures 
common to all men. The publishing of these, which we 
cannot disown, and without our consent, is, I think, a 
greater injuiy, than that of ascribing to us the most stu- 
pid pro<luctions, which we can wliolly deny. 

This has been usually practised in other countries 
after a man's decease ; which, in a great measure, ac- 
counts for that manifest inequality found in the works of 
the best authors ; the collectors only considering, that so 
many more slieets raise tlie price of the book ; and the 
greatest fame a writer is in possession of, the more of 
such trash he may bear to have tacked to him. Thus 
it is apparently the editor's interest to insert what the 
author's judgment had rejected; and care is always 
taken to intersperse these additions in such a manner, 
that scarce any book of consequence can be bought, 
without purchasing something unworthy of the aiithw 
along with it. 

But in our own country it is still wotk: those very 
booksellers, who have supported themselves upon an 
author's fame while he lived, have done their utmost 
after his death to lessen it by such practices; even a 
man's last will is not secure from being exposed ia 

*<' See llie tenth volume of tfiis edition. N. 
• f See the FrasmcBt of a Entire, in Vol. XXIV. Nr 
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print; whereliy his most particular regards, and even 
his dying tendemesses, are laid open. It has been 
humorously said, that some have fished the very jakes 
for papers left there by men of wit : but it is oo jest 
to alKrm, that the cabinets of the sick, and the closets 
at the dead, have been broke open and ransacked to 
publish our private letters, and divulge to all man- 
kind the most secret sentiments and intercourse of 
friendbhip. Nay, these fellows are arrived to that 
height of impudence, that, when ihe autiior has publicly 
disowned a spurious piece, they have disputed his own 
name with him in printed advertisements; which baa 
been practised to Mr. Congrevc and Mr. Prior. 

We are therefore compelled, in respect to truth, fo 
submit to a very great hardship ; to own such pieces, at 
ill our stricter judgments we would have suppressed for 
ever : we are obliged to confess, that this wliole collec- 
tion, in a manner, consists of what we not only thought 
unlikely to reach the future, but unworthy even of the 
present age; not our studies, but our follies; not our 
works, but our idlenesses. 

Some comfort, however, it is, that all of them are in- 
nocent, and most of them, slight as they are, had yet a 
moral tendency; either to soften the virulence of parties 
against each other; or to laugh out of countenance some 
vice or folly of tlie time; or to discredit the impositiona 
of quacks and false pretenders to science ; or to humble 
the arrogance of the ill-natured and envious; in a word, 
to lessen the vanity, and promote the good humour of 
mankind. 

Such as they are, we must in truth confess, they are 
ours, and others should in justice believe, they are all 
that are ours. If any thing else has been printed, in 
which we really had any hand, it is either intolerably 
Imperfect, or loaded with spurious additions ; sometime? 
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even with iosertioDs of men's names, which we neves 
foeant, and for whom we have an esteem and re- 
spect. Even those pieces, io which we are least in- 
jured, have never before been printed from the true 
copies^ or with any tolerable degree of correctness. 
We declare, that this collection contains every piece^ 
>vhich in tlie idlest humour wc have written; not 
only such, as came nnder our review or correction ^ 
but many others, whicli, however unfinished, are not 
now in our power to {luppress. . Whatsoever was in our 
awn possession at the publishing hereof, or of which na 
copy was gone abroad, we have actually destroyed, ta 
prevent all possibility of the like treatment 

These volumes likewise will contain all the papers, 
i^herciu we have casually had any share ; particularly 
those written in conjunction with our friends. Dr. Ar- . 
bttthnot and Mr. Gay ; and lastly, nil this sort composed^ 
singly by cither of those hands. The reader is there^ 
fove desired to do the same justice to these out 
friends, as to us; and to be assured that all the 
things, called our Miscellanies (except the works of 
Alexander Pope, published by B. Lintot, in quarto and 
folio, in 1 71 7 ; those of Mr. Gay, by J. Tonson, in quar- 
to, in 1720; and as many of these Miscellanies ashavQ 
been formerly printed by Benj. Tooke) are absolutely 
spurious, and without our consent imposed upon the- 
public. JONATH. SWIFT. 

ALEX. POPE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT TO A FOURTH 
VOLUME. 1729. 



Of the foUowibg volume, we need onljr say, tbat it 
contains the remaioder of those Miscellaoeous Pieces, 
irbicb were in some sort promised in the preface to the 
former volumes, or which have heeu written since. The 
Verses are paged separat^]}^, that they may be added to ' 
that volume, which wholly consists of Verse, and the 
Treatise of the Bathos placed In theu- stead in this. The 
reader may be assured no other Edition is either gcnu» 
IDC or complete^ and tbat they are all the things of this 
kind which will ever be printed by the same bands. 
There are in (bis volume, as in the former, one or iwom 
small pieces by other hand& 
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTH AND 
SIXTH VOLUMES. 1736. 



As most of this Author's Writio^ hare been alreadjr 
published ia '* The Drapier^t Lettm," «" GuUiver'a 
Travels," and the four volumes of '^Miseellaoiesk'* 
prioted for Messieurs Motte and Gilliver, it would have 
been iojurious to the English buyer, ar well as proprie- 
tor, to have reprioted here the Dublhi edition of hb 
Works. We are tlierefore only to assure both, that these 
two volumes consist of such pieces as are wot in tlit^ 
forementioned volumes, but, excepting three Tattlei% 
contain every thing in the Doblia e^tbn besides 
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THE ABT OF 



SINKING IN POETRY. 



FIRST PUBLISUtD IN 17127. 



Thi leamed Mr. Upton has made an iogeniooikreiiiarkQii the tit]^ 
of this piece: ** ^is pleasant enoagh to consider how the chiaice of 
a single letter has often led learned commentiBtors into mistakei ; and 
a n, being accidently altered inU> a B, in a Greek Bhetorici^«gaTe 
occasion to one of the best pieces of satire that was ever written in 
the English language, viz. ITBPI BAeOTZ;atreatiseconcemittgflie 
Art of Sinking in Poetry. The blander I n^ean is in the seoond iriBctiaa 
of Longinus: El E2TIN TfrOTX Ti:S H BAeON TE^NHj . 
instead of JIA0OT2 j a most ridiculous bluiider^ which has oeeaaioB- 
ed as ridiculous criticisms.^ Observations on Shakspeare, p. 269. 

M. De Larchet, the translator of Herodotus, gave a French traofr* 
lation also of this Life of Scriblems. It is easy to imagine that the 
homour has evaporated in a French translati^iu. 

The blunder relating to the word vAiuc, reminds one of a mMt 
egregious mistake of Rapin the critic, whose knowledge of Greek has 
been much questioned. Relating a story of Euphranor the painto-, 
be says, '* Apion has related it." Having read the story in Enatv 
thius; who sayp, ctvi«v lyf ci^ty 9 which meant, that Enphraoor,' 
hearing a description of Jupiter read in Homer, ** went away and 
painted it." Dr. WartoH* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



When *' The Art of Siokiog in Poetry" wa» iDseit- 
ad in the *" Miscellaaies'' published in 1727, it wai 
accompanied by the foUowiog note : ^ Majitinus Scrib- 
liBRUB, though of Germaa extraction, was boru in Eng- 
land. See his Life and/Memoirs^ which will shortly be 
published." 

From whate?er cause tlie delay arose, those "Me« 
moirs" were not. givea to the public till the year 
1740, when Dr. Arbuthnot had been five yean dea4 
and the faculties of.Dr. Swift were rapidly declin- 
ing.^ and ewea tl^a one book alone was produced ; 
a considerable part of which was undoubtedly the 
production of Arbuthnot, though in other parts the 
inimitable pen of the Dban is undoubtedly to be 
traced. 

But on this head we shall transcribe the sentiments 
of suficessive conuuentator8« 

*" Mr; Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot,. aad Dr. Swift, in con* 
junction, formed the project of a satire on the abuses of 
human learning; and, to make it the better received, 
proposed to execute it in the manner of ^Cervantes (the 
original author, of this species of satire) under a conti- 
nued narrative of feigned adventures. They hmd ob» 
served that those abuses still kept their ground against 
all that ilie ablest and gravest authors could say to 
dlsciedit them ; tliey concluded, therefore, the force of 
rijdicule was wanting to qufcken their disgrace ; and** 
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ridicule was here ia its place, when the abuses had 
beeu already detected by sober reasoning; and truth 
in no danger to suffer by the premature use of bo pow- 
erful an instrument. But the separation of our au- 
thor and his friends, which soon after happened, with 
the death of one, and the infirmities of the other, 
put a final period to their design, when they had 
only drawn out an imperfect essay towards it, under 
the title of The First Book of the Memoirs of Scri- 
blerus. 

Mcrai satire^ never lost more than in the defeat of 
this project; in the execution of which, each of this 
illustrious triumvirate would have found exercise for 
bis own peculiar talent ; beside constant employment 
for those they all had in common. Dr. Arbuthnot 
was skilled in every thing which related to science ;. 
Mr. Pope was a master iu the fine arts; and Dr. Swift 
excelled in the knowledge of the world. Wit they all 
had in equal measure, and in & measure so laige^ 
that no age perhaps ever produced three men, ta 
whom Nature had more bountifully bestowed it, or 
in whom Art had brought it to higher perfection*'^ 
Bp. Wabburton. 

** The Memoirs of Seriblerua extend onTy to the 
first book of a woik projected in concert by Pope, 
Swift, and Arbuthnot, who used to meet in the time 
of Q^een Anne, and denominated themselves the Scrib' 
lerus Cktb. Their purpose was to censure the abuses 
of learning by a fictitious life of an infieituated scholar; 
They were dispersed ; the design was never completed ; 
and Warburton laments its miscarriage, as an event 

•1htbeear)7 editions thiiwa)jwK((leMer9. N. ~^ 
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ytry disastroiu to polite letters. If the whole may be 
eBiimated by thk Bpedineii, vhich seems to be the pro- 
duction of Arbttthoot, with a few touches perhaps by 
Pope, the want of more will not be much lamented ; for 
the follies which the writer ridicules are so little 
practised, that they are not known ; nor can the satire 
be understood but by the learned: be raises phan- 
tons of absurdity, and then drives them away; he 
cuf8B diseases that were nerer fdt. For this reason 
this joint production of three great writers has never 
ebtttaed any notice from mankind ; it has l)een little 
read, or when read it has been foi^otten^ as no roan 
could be wiser, better, or merrier, by remembering it. 
The design cannot boast of much originality ; for, be- 
side iti general resemblance to Don Quixote, there 
wiU be found in it particular imitations of the His- 
tory of Mr. OuiBe. Swill carried so much of it into 
Ireland as supplied him with hints for his Travels; 
and with these the world might have been content- 
ed, though the rest had been suppressed." Dr. Johit- 

901V. 

^ The life of the solemn and absurd pedant, Dr. 
Scriblerus, of which Johnson speaks too contempttf- 
ously, and says it is taken from the History of Ouffle, 
is the only true and genuine imitation we have in our 
language of the serious and pompous manner'of Cervan- 
tes ; for it is not easy to say, why Fielding should call 
his Joseph Andrews, excellent as it is^ an imitation of 
his manner. Don Quixote is in truth the most original 
and unrivalled work of modern times. The great art 
of Cervantes consbts in having painted hb mad hero 
with such a number of amiable qualities, as to make 
it impossible for us totally to despise him. ' This light 
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aod shade io drawing characien shows the masters- 
It is thus Addison has represented his Sir Roger, god 
Shakspeare his FalstafT. How great must be the. 
native force of Cervantes' humour, when it can be 
embellished by readers, even unacquainted with Spar, 
nish manners, with the institution of chivalry, and 
with the manj passages of old romances and Italiaa^ 
poems, to ichich iL perpetually alludes. There are; 
three or four celebrated works that bear a great re-- 
semblance, and have a turn of satire similar to that of 
these Memoirs; IHie Barbon of Balsac; The Life of 
Montmaur, by Menage and others; the Chef d'Oeuvre« 
d'un Inconnu of Mathanase ; and La Charlataaerie des- 
Sevans of Menken. 

. ** Whatever may be. determined of other parts of. 
these Memoirs, yet the fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth,^ 
tenth, and twelfth chapters, appear to be the produc- 
tion of Arbuthuot ; as they contain allusions to many: 
cemote and uncommon parts of learning and science, 
with which we cannot imagine Pope to have been 
much acquainted, and which lay out of the reach and 
course of his reading. The rich vein of humour, 
which, . like a vein of mercury, runs through these 
Memoirs, , is much heightened . and increased by th& 
great variety of learning which they contain. It is* 
a fa<!t in literary history wortli observing, and which, 
deserves to be. more attended to than I. think it usu-f 
ally isy that- the chief of those. who have excelled ia 
exquisite works of art and humour, have at the same 
time been men of extensive learning. We may in-, 
stance in Lucian, Cervantes, Ctuevedo, KabeLrs, A(-^ 
buthnot. Fielding, and Butler above all ; for no work> 
iu our language coutirius more learning than Iludibitts."' 
Ur^ War TON, . 
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Tfaat the reader may form his own judgment of these 
Memoirs, the Introduction originally prefixed to them 
shiBll be copied at large^ and the contents of the sevecal 
chapters; referring for further particulars to the Works 
of Mr. Pope, as published respectively by Bp, Warburr 
ton and Dr. Warton. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE MEMOIRS OF 

SCRIBLERUS. 



In the reif^n of Queen Anne (which, notwithstanding 
those happy times which succeeded, every EugHslimaa 
may remember) thou may 'st possibly, gentle reader, have 
seen a certain venerable person who frequented the out* 
side of the palace of St. James's, and w!io, by the 
gravity of his deportment and Iiabit, was e;cnera1]y taken 
for a decayed gentleman of Spain. His stature wa» 
tall, his visage long, his complexion olive, his brows 
were black and even, his eyes hollow yet piercing, bit 
nose inclined to aquiline, his beard neglected and mixed 
with grey : all this contributed to spread a solemn melan- 
choly over his countenance. Pythagoras was not more 
silent, Pyrrho more motionless, nor Zeno more austere. 
His wig was black and smooth as the plumes of a raven, 
and hung as straight as the hair of a river god rising 
from the water. His cloak so completely covered his 
whole person, that whether or no he had any other 
clothes (much less any linen) under it, I shall not say ; 
but his sword appeared a full yard behind him, and 
his manner of wearing it was so stifT, that it seemed 
grown to his thigh. His whole figure was so utterly 
unlike any thing of this world, that it was not natural 
for any man to ask him a question without blessing 
himself first. Those who never saw a Jesuit, took him 
for one, and others believed him some high priest of the 
Jews* 
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Bui under this macerated form was concealed a mind 
vei^ete with science, burning with a zeal of benefiting 
hb fellow creatures, and filled with an honest conscious 
pride, rarced with a scorn of doing or sufieiing the 
least thing beneath the dignity of a philosoplier. Ac- 
cordingly he had a soul that would not let him accept 
of any otTers of charity, at the same time that his body 
seemed but too much to require it. His lodging was 
in a small chamber up four pair of stairs, where he re- 
gularly paid for what he had when he eat or drank ; 
and be was often observed wholly to abstain from both. 
He declined speaking to any one, except the queen or 
her first minister, to whom he attempted to make some 
applications; but his real busine^is or intentions were 
utterly unknown to all men. Thus much is certain, 
that he was obnoxious to the queeu^s ministry; who, 
eitlicr out of jeaioasy or envy, had him spirited away, 
and carried abroad as a dangerous person, without any 
regard to the known laws of the kingdom. 

One day, as this gentleman was walking about dinner 
time alone in the Mail, it happened that a manuscript 
dropt from under his cloak, which my servant picked 
up^ and brought to me. It was written in the Latin 
tongue, and contained many most profound secrets, in 
au unusual turn of reasoning and style. The first leaf 
was inscribed with these words, Codiciihu^ aeu Liber 
MemorialiSj Martini Scribleri. Tkie book was of so 
wonderful a nature, that it is incredible what a desire I 
cooceived that moment to be acquainted with the author, 
who I clearly conceived was some great philosopher io 
dii^ise. I severai times endeavoured to speak to him, 
which lie as often industriously avoided. At length I 
found an opportunity (as he stood under the piazzi by 
the dancing room in St. James's; to acquaint him in the 
Latin tongue, that hia maouacript was fallen into my 



20 INTRODUCTION TO THE 

hands; aud saying this, I presented it to him, with great 
encomiums on the learned author. Hereupon he took 
me aside, surveyed me over with a fixt attention, aad 
opening the clasps of tlie parchment cover, spoke (to my 
great surprise) in English, as follows : 

" Courteous stranger, whoever ihou art, I embrace- 
thee as my best friend ; for either the stars and my act 
are deceitful, or the destined time is come which is to 
manifest Martin<cs Scriblerus to the world, and thou 
tlie pei*5on choscii by fate for tliis task. What tiiou see&t 
in me is a body exiiausted by the labours of tiie mind. . 
I have found in Dame Nature not indeed an unkind, but 
a very coy mistress : watchful nights, anxious days, slen- 
der mea]^, and endless labours, must be the lot of all who. 
pursue her through her labyrinths and meanders. My: 
first vital air I drew in this island (a soil fruitful of phi- 
losophers) but my complexion is become adust, and my 
body arid, by visiting lauds (as the poet has it) alio sub 
sole cdUntes. I have, througlv my whole life, passed: 
under several disguises and unknown names, to screen 
myself from the envy and malice which mankind express 
against those who are possessed of the Arcanum Mag' 
num. But at present I am forced to take sanctuary iu 
Uie British court, to avoid the revenge of a cruel 
Spaniard, who has pursued me almost through the whole 
terraqueous globe. Being about four years ago in the 
city of Madrid, iu quest of natural knowledge, I was in- 
formed of a lady who was marked with a pomegranate 
upon the inside of her right thigh, which blossomed, and, 
as it were, seemed to ripen in the due season. Forth- 
with was I possessed with an insatiable curiosity to view 
this wondeiriul phenomenpn. I felt the ardour of my 
passion increase as the season advanced, till, in the 
month of July, I could no longer contaio. I bribed her 
duenna, was admitted to the bath, saw her undressed^ 
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and the wonder displayed. This was soon after disco- 
vered by the husband, who finding some loltors I had 
irritten to tlie duenna, containing expressions of a doubt- 
ful meaning, suspected me of a crime most alien from 
Jthe purity of my thoughts. Incontincufly, I left Ma- 
drid by lire advice of friends, have been pursued, dog- 
ged, and waylaid through several nations, and even now 
scarce think myself secure within the sacred walls of 
this palace. It has been my good fortune to have seen 
all the grand phenomena of nature, excepting an earth- 
qunke, which I waited for in Naples three years in vain : 
and now, by means of some British ship (whose colours 
no Spaniard dare approach"*^) I impatiently expect a safe 
passage to Jamaica, for that benefit. To thee, my 
friend, whom Fate has marked for my Historiographer, 
I leave these my Commentaries, and others of my works. 
IS"o more — be faithful and impartial.'' 

He soon after performed l^s promise, and left me the 
Commentaries, giving me also further lights by many 
conferences; uheu he was unfoilunatcly snatclied away 
(as I before related) by the jealousy of the queen's 
ministry'. 

Though I was thus, to my eternal grief, deprived of 
his convei-sation, he has for some years continued his 
conespondence, and communicated to me many of his 
projccts^or the benefit of mankind. He gent mc some 
of his writings, and recommended to my care the reco- 
very of others, straggling about the world, and assumed 
by other men. The last time I heavd from lum was on 
occasion of his strictures on the Dunciad : since when, 
several years being elapsed, I have reason to believe 
this excellent person is either dead, or canicd by his 
vehement thirst of knowledge into some remote, or per- 

* This marks the time when Ihe introduction wa» wi ittec. VViin 

BlRTOy. 
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haps undiscovered re^oo of the work). In either 
I think it a debt no Iboger to be delayed, to reveal what 
I know of this prodigy of science, and to give the histo- 
ry of his life, and of his extensive merits to mankiikU 
in which, I dare promise the reader, that whenever lie 
begins to think any one chapter dull, the style will be 
immediately changed in the nest. 
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CONTENTS OF THE BIEMOIBS OF 

SCRIBLEEUS. 

Chsp. 

1. Of the pflorenttfge and family of Scriblenis, how he 

^m b^ot, what care -was taken of Mm beJbre bb 
was born, and what prodigies sittended his birth. 

2. The speech of Amelius over his son, at the hour of 

hiabirth.^ 
^3. Showing what befell the Doetm^'s s&n and his^eld, 
on the day of the christening. 

4. Of die suction and nutrition of the great Scriblerus 

in his infancy, and of the first rudiments of his 
learning. 

5, A diflsertation upon playthings.^ 

v6. Of the gymnastics ; in what exercises Martinus was 
educated ; something concerning music ; and what 
sort of a man his uncle was. 

7. Rhetoric, Logic, Metaphysics. 

8. Anatomy. 

0. How Martinus became a great critic.]: 
10. Of Martinus' uncommon practice of physic; and 
bow he applieti himself to the diseases of the times. 

* Most happily copied by Sterne that true disciple of Swift. 

Dr. Wabton. 

t Dr. Arbothnot asedto say, that notwithstandiug all the boasts of 
the safe conveyance of tradition, it was no where prenerved pure and 
mcormpt but among schoolboys, whose games and plays are handed 
down invariably the same, from one generation to another. Dr. 
Wajitow. 

X In this chapter occurs the following pasnge: *^ He resolved to try 
first upon Virgil, Horace, and Terence. The specimen on Virgil he 
hat given us. His Terence and Horace are in every body's hands, 
DDder the names oi Richard BentUy and Francii Hare.^'* On which 
Dr. Warton obtervet, *^Sir Isaac Newton, it is said, spoke with much 
eootempt (but sorely without just grounds) of these two accomplished 
lekoUrs and criticf, for squabbling, as he ezprened it, about an old 
lOaybook.** N. 
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11. The case of a young noblemao at court, Mith the 

"Doctor's prescriptioQ for the same. 

12. How Martinus eodeavoured to jfind out the seat of 

the soul, and of his coirespondeuce ivith the Free- 
thinkers.* 

13. The Double Mistress. 

1 4. This chapter is so pointedly allusive to the Dean, 

(kat the whole of it shall he inserted. 

* This whole chapter is an ioimitable ridicule on Collinses argii. 
menu against Clarke, to prove the soul to4)e only a quality. Qp. 

W^RBt'HTON. * 
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CHAP. XIV. 

%>1? THE SECESSION OF MARTIKUS ; AND SOME HINTS OF 

HIS TRAVELS. 

It was io the year 1 699, that Martin set out on his 
TravelsJ* Thou wilt certainlj be very curious to know • 
what they were. It is not yet time to inform thee. But 
what hints I am at liberty to give, I will. 

Thou shalt know then, that in his first voyage he was 
carried, by a prosperous storm, to a discovery of the re- 
mains of the ancient Pygmaean empire. 

That in his second, he was as happily shipwrecked 
on the land of the giants, now the most humane pe<^)1e 
injhe world. 

That in his third voyage, he discovered a whole 
kingdom of philosophers^ who govern by the mathema' 
tics ; with whose admirable schemes and projects he re- 
turned to benefit his own dear country ; but had the 
misfortune to find them rejected by the envious minis- 

* It is very acutely and justly observed by Mr. Cambridge, in the 
Frefoee to his Scribleriad, that it was surprising Mr. Pope should 
make his Scriblerus so complicated a character as he represents him 
toward the end of his Memoirs, attributing to him things quite in- 
compatible. Nay, such is his lust of loading this character, that he 
declares Gulliver's Travels to be the Travels of Scriblerus : and this 
without any other pretence, than that Swift had once designed to 
write the Travels of Scriblerus. What reasons induced him to change 
this work of humour, to a particular gratification of his spleen, it is 
not to the present purpose to make known ; but this is certain, that 
vhen he made so total an alteration in his design, he took care not 
to give one feature of Scriblerus to his Gulliver. Dr. Warton. 

VOIft XXIII. B 
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ters of QMeen Anne^ aod himself sent treacherous]/ 
away. 

And hence it is, that in his fourth voyage he disco* 
vers a vein of melancholy proceeding to almost a dis- 
gust of liis species ; but above all, a mortal detestation 
to the whole flagitious race of rmnisters, and a final re- 
solution not to give in any memorial to the secretary cf 
statCy in order to subject the lands he discovered to the 
crown of Great Britain, 

Now if, by these hints, the reader can help himself 
to a farther discovery of the nature and contents of these 
Travels, he is welcome to as much light as they can af- 
ford him ; I am obliged, by all the ties of honour, not 
to speak more openly. 

But if any man shall see such very extraordinary 
voyages, into such very extraordinary nations, which 
manifest the most distinguishing marks of a philosopher, 
a politician, and a legislator ; and can imagine them to 
belong to a surgeon of a ship, or a captain of a merchant- 
man, let him remain in his ignorance. 

And whoever he b^, that shall further observe, in eve- 
ry page of such a book, that cordial love of mankind, 
that inviolable regard to truth, that passion for his dear 
country, and that particular attachment to the excellent 
princess Ctueen Anne ; surely that man deserves to be 
pitied, if by all those visible signs and characters, he 
cannot distinguish and acknowledge the great Scrihle- 
rus. 
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Qiap. 



T5. Of the discoveries and works of the great Scrible- 
nis, made and to be made, "written and to be 
irritten, known and unknown.* 

* Among the qualifications attributed to Scriblerus, is the follow- 
ing, particularly appropriate to Swift: ** In politics, his writings are 
of a peculiar cast, for the most part ironical, and the drift of them 
often so profound and delicate as to be mistaken by the vulgar. He 
once went so far, as to -write a persuasive to people to eat their 
own children, which was so little understood as to be taken in ill 
part." N. 
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CHAP. I. 



INTRODUCTION. 



It hath been long (my dear countrymen) the subject 
of my concern and surprise, that whereas numberless 
poetS) critics, and orators, haye compiled and digested 
the art of ancient poesy, there hath not risen among us 
one person so public-spirited, as to perform the like for 
the modern. Although it is universally known that our 
every way industrious moderns, both in the weight ^of 
their writings, and in the velocity of their judgmeots, do 
so infinitely excel the said ancients. 

Nevertheless, too true it is, that while a plain and 
direct road is paved to their vi/^o^, or sublime ; no track 
has been yet chalked out to arrive at our /3«#0«, or pro- 
found. The Latins, as they came between the Greeks 
and us, make use of the word aUUudOt which implies 
equally height and depth. Wherefore, considering, 
with no small grief, how many promising geniuses of 
this age are wandering (as I may say) in the dark, with- 
out a guide, I have undertaken (faia arduoiii^ but neces- 
sary task, to lead them as it were by the hand, and step 
by step, the gentle down-bill way to the bathos; the 
bottom, the end, the central point, the nonplua uUra^ of 
true modem poesy ! When you consider (my dear coua- 
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teyineo) the extent, fertility, and populousoesB of our 
lowlands of Farnassus, the flourishiug state of our trade, 
and the plenty of our manufacture; there are two re- 
flections, which adniinist^ great occasion of surprise ; 
the one, that all dignities and honours should be bestow- 
ed upon the exceeding few meagre inhabitants of the top 
of the mountain ; the other, that our own nation should 
have arrived to that pitch of greatness it now possesses, 
without anj regular system of laws. As to the first, it 
is with great pleasure I have observed of late the gra- 
dual decay of delicacy and refinement among mankind, 
who are become too reasonable to require, that we should 
labour with infinite pains to come up to the taste of these 
mountaineers, when they without any may condescend 
to ours. But as we have now an unquestionable majori- 
ty on our side, I doubt not, but we shall shortly be able 
to level the highlauders, and procure a farther vent for 
our own product, which is already so much relished, en- 
couraged, and rewarded by the nobility aod gentry of 
Great Britain. 

Therefore, to supply our former defect, I purpose to 
collect the scattered rules of our art into regular insti- 
tutes, from the example and practice of the deep genius-' 
es of our nation ; imitating herein my predecessors, the 
master of Alexander, and the secretary of the renown- 
ed Zenobia : and in this my undertakiug I am the more 
animated, as I expect more success than has attended 
even those great critics ; since their laws, though they 
might be good, have ever been slackly executed ; and 
their precepts, however strict, obeyed only by fits, and 
by a very snail number. 

At the same time 1 intend to do justice upon our 
neighbours, inhabitants of the upper Parnassus ; who 
taking advantage of the rising ground, are perpetually 
throwing down rubbish, dirt^ and stones upon lis, never 
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sufferiDg us to live ia peace. These men, while they 
eojoy the crystal stream of Helicon, eovy us our com- 
mon water, which, (thank our stars) though it is some- 
what muddy, flows in much greater abundance. Not is 
this the greatest injustice, that we have to complain of; 
for, though it is evident that we never made the least 
attempt or inroad into their territories, but lived con- 
tented in our native fens ; they have often not only com- 
mitted petty larcenies upon our borders, but driven the 
country, and carried off at once whole cartloads of our 
manufacture; to reclaim some of which stolen goods is 
part of the design of this treatise. 

For we shall see, in the course of this work, that our 
greatest adversanes have sometimes descended toward 
us; and doubtless might now and then have arrived at 
the bathos itself, had it not been ibr that mistaken opi- 
nion they all entertained, that the rules of the ancients 
were equally necessary to the moderns; than which 
there cannot be a more grievous error, as will be amply 
proved in the following discourse. 

And indeed when any of these have gone so far, as by 
the light of their own genius to attempt new models, it 
is wonderful to observe, how nearly they have approach- 
ed us in those particular pieces ; though in their others 
they differed tota ado from us. 
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CHAP. II. 

THAT THE BATHOS, OR PROFOUND, IS THE NATURAL 
TASTE OP MAN, AND IN PARTICULAR OF THE PRE- 
SENT AGE. 

The taste of the bathos is implanted by nature itself 
in the soul of man ; till, perverted by custom or cxam- 
I)le, he is taught, or rather compelled to relish tlie sub- 
lime. Accordingly, \re sec the unprejudiced minds of 
children delight only in such productions, and in such 
images, as our true modern writerri set before them. I 
liave observed how fast the general taste is returning to 
tills first simplicity and innocence ; and if the intent of 
all poetiy be to divert and instruct, certainly that kind, 
which diverts and instructs the greatest number, is to be 
preferred. Let us look round among the admirers of 
poetry ; we shall find those, w ho have a taste of the 
sublime, to be very (ew : but the profound strikes univer- 
sally, and is adapted to every capacity. It is a fruit- 
less undertaking to write for men of a nice and foppish 
gusto, whom, after all, it is almost impossible to please ; 
and it is still more chimerical to write for posterity, of 
whose taste we cannot make any judgment, and whose 
applause we can never enjoy. It must be confessed, our 
wise authors have a present end, 

Et prodesse volunt, et delectare poeta. 

Their' true design is profit or gain ; in order to acquire 
which, it is necessary to procure applause by administer- 
ing pleasure to the reader : from whence it follow s de- 
monstrably, that their productions must be suited to the 
present state. And I CBDUot but congratulate our age 
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OD this peculiar felicity, that though ve have made in- 
deed great progress io all other branches of luxury, we 
are not yet debauched with any high I'elish in poetry, 
but are in this one taste less nice than our ancestors. 
If an art is to be estimated by its success, I appeal to 
experience, whether there have not been, in propor* 
tion to their number, as many starving good poets as bad 
ones ? 

Nevertheless, in making gain the principal end of bur 
art, far be it from me to exclude any great geniuses of 
rank or fortune from diverting themselves this way. 
They ought to be praised no less than those princes 
who pass their vacant liours in some ingenious mechani* 
cal or manual art. And to such as these it would be 
ingratitude not to own, that our art has been often in- 
finitely indebted. 



CHAP. III. 

THB WECESSITY OF THE BATHOS PHYSICAI^LY CONSI- 
DERED. 

pARTBEBaiORE, it wcrc great cruelty and injustice, 
if all such authors as cannot write in the other way, 
were prohibited from writing at all. Against this I draw 
an argument from wJiat seems to me an undoubted phy- 
sical maxim ; that poetry is a natural or morbid secre- 
tion from the brain. As I would not suddenly stop a 
cold in the head, or diy up my neighbour's issue, I 
would as little hinder him from necessary writing. It 
may be affirmed with great truth, that there is hardly 
any human creature past childhood, but at one time or 
other has had some poetical evacuation, and, no question. 
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was much the beUer for it io bis health : so tiue is the 
aayiogy noBckmir poeix. Therefore is the desire o 
writing properly termed prtmtua^ the '* titillation of the * 
generative faculty of the brain,'' and the person is said 
to conceive : now, such as conceive, must bring forth. 
I have known a man thoughtful, melancholy, and raving 
for divers days, who forthwith grew wonderfully easy, 
lightsome, and cheerful, upon a discharge of the peccant 
humour in exceeding purulent metre. Nor can I ques- 
tion, but abundance of untimely deaths are occasicHied 
for want of this laudable vent of unruly passions : yea, 
perhaps, in poor wretches (which is very lamentable) for 
mere want of pen, ink, and paper ! From hence it fol- 
lows, that a suppression of the very worst poetry is of 
dangerous consequence to the state. We find by expe- 
rience, that the same humours which vent themselves in 
summer in ballads and sonnels^ arc condensed by tlie 
winter's cold into pamphlets and speeches for and against 
the ministry : nay, I know not, but many times a piece 
of poetry may be the most innocent composition of a mi- 
nister himself. 

It 18 therefore manifest, that mediocrity ought to be 
allowed, yea, indulged, to the good subjects of England 
Nor can I conceive how the worhl has swallowed the 
contrary as a maxim, upon the single authority of Ho- 
race.* Why should the golden mean, and quintessence 
of ail virtues, be deemed so oflfensive in this art ? or 
coolness or mediocrity be so amiable a quality io a man, 
and so detestable in a poet ? 

However, far be it from me to compare these writers 
with those great spirits, who are born with a vwadtije 
pe%anUur^ or (as an Englbh author calls it) an ** alacri- 
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]Voo dii, Qon homioet, &c.- 
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iy of sinking ;''* and who by strength of nature alooe 
can excel. AH I mean, is, to evince the necessity of rules 
to these lesser geniusses, as well as the usefulnesf of them 
to the greater. 



CHAP. IV. 

THAT TRIRB IS AN ART OF TUB BATHOS, OR PROFOUND.. 

Wb come now to prove, that there is an art of sink- 
ing in poetrj. Is there not an architecture of vaults 
and cellars, as well as of lofty domes and pyramids ? 
Is there not as much skill and labour in making ditches, 
as in raising mounts ? Is there not an art of diving as 
well as of flying ? nud will any sober practitioner affirm, 
that a diving engine is not of singular use in making him 
longwinded, assisting his descent, and furnishing him 
with more ingenious means of keeping under water ? 

If we search the authors of antiquity, we shall find 
as few to have been distinguished in the true profound, as 
in the. true sublime. And the very same thing (as it 
appears from Longinus) had been imagined of that, as 
DOW of this; namely, that it was entirely the gift of na- 
ture. I grant, that to excel in the bathos, a genius ib 
requisite ; yet the rules of art must be allowed so far 
useful, as to add weight, or, as ( may say, hang on lead 
to facilitate and enforce our descent, to guide us to the 
most advantageous declivities, and habituate our imagi- 
nation to a depth of thinking. Many there are that can 
fall, but few can amve at the felicity of falling grace- 

• Spoken by FaUtaff of bimielf in Shikqpcare*! ^'Mcrrj Wireiaf 

Windsor." H. 
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fully ; much more^ for a man, who is amoog the lowest 
of ihe creation, at the very t)ottom of the atmosphere; 
to descend beneath himself, is not so easy a task, unless 
he calls in art to his assistance. It is with the bathos a^ 
with small beer,^ which is indeed vapid and insipid, if 
left at large and let abroad ; but being by our mles con- 
fined and well stopt, nothing grows so frothy, pert, and 
bouncing. 

The sublime of nature is the sky, the sun, moon, stars, 
&e. The profound of nature is gold, pearls, precious 
stones, and the treasures of the deep, which are inesti- 
mable as unknown. But all that lies between these, as 
corn, flowers, fruits, animals, and things for tlie mere use 
of man, are of mean price, and so common as not to be 
^greatly esteemed by the curious. It being certain that 
any thing, of which we know the true .use, cannot be in- 
valuable : which affords a solution, why common sense 
hath either been totally despised, or held in small re- 
pute, by the greatest modern critics and authors. 



CHAP. V. 

•F THE TRUS GENIUS FOR THE PROFOUND, AND BY WHAT 

IT IS CONSTITUTED. 

And I will venture to lay it down as the first maxim, 
and corner-stone of this our art, that whoever would ex-, 
eel therein, must studiously avoid, detest, and turn his 
head from all the ideas, ways, and workings of that pes- 
tileut foe to wit, and destroyer of fine figures, which is 

• The nae umUe is repeated in the Danciad Dr. Warton. 
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known by the name of com/mm sense.*^ His buuneffii 
must be to contract the true gout de iravers; and to ac- 
quire a most happy, uncommon, unaccountable ir^jr of 
thinking. 

He is to consider himself as a grotesque painter, 
whose works would be spoiled \>j an imitation ,of na- 
ture, or uniformity of design. He is to mingle bill of 
the most various, or discordant kinds, landscape, histmrf , 
portraits, animals; and connect them with a great deal 
of flourishing, by head or tail, as it shall please his im- 
agination, and contribute to his principal end ; which is, 
to glare by strong oppositions of colours, and surprbe by 
contrariety of images. 

Serpeates avibus gemineotnr, tigribui agm* Hos. 

His design oug^t to be like a labyrinth, out of which 
nobody can get clear but himself. And since the great 
art of all poetry is to mix truth with fiction, in order to 
join the credible with the surprising, our author shall pro- 
duce the credible, by painting nature in her lowest sim- 
plicity; and the surprising, by contradicting common 
opinion. In the very came manner he will affect the 
marvellous ; he will draw Achilles with the patience of 
Job; a prince talking like a jack^pudding ; a maid of 
honour selling bargains ; a footman speaking like a phi- 
losopher ; and a fine gentleman like a scholar. Who- 
ever is conversant in modem plays, may make a most 
noble collection of this kind, and at the same time form 
a complete body of modern ethics and morality. 

* Thia is too atroDgly expresaed : directly, and withoat palliation 
and disguise, to recommend absurdity, is false writing, and unnatural 
to a great degree ; so also is the beginning of tlie tenth chapter. 

I>B. Wautow. 
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NothoDg seemed more plaio to ourgreiNyBKliora, dian 
that the worki bath long beeo weaiy of iflHal things^ 
How much the contraiy are formed to please, is evident 
from the uoiversal applause daily giveo to the admira- 
ble eotertaioments of harlequiDs and magiciaos on our 
stage. When ao audience behold a coach turned into a 
wheelbarrow, a conjurer into an old woman, or a man's 
head where his heels should be, how are they struck 
with transport and delight ! which cau only be imputed 
to this cause, that each object is changed into that which 
hath been suggested to them by their own low ideas be- 
fore. 

He ought therefore to render himself master of this 
happy and anti-natural way of thinkh)g, to such a de- 
gree, as to be able, on the appearance of any object, to 
furnish his imagination with ideas infinitely below it. 
And his eyes should be like unto the wrong end of a 
perspective glass, by which all the objects of nature are 
lessened. 

For example ; when a true genius looks upon the sky, 
he immediately catches the idea of a piece of blue lut^ 
string, or a child's mantle. 

The skies, whose spreading volumes scarce have room, 
SpUQ thin, and wove in nature*s finest loom, 
The new-born world in their soft lap embracM, 
And all around their starry mantle cast* 

If he looks upon a tempest, he shall have an image 
of a tumbled bed, and describe a succeeding calm in this 
manner ; 

The ocean, joyed to see the tempest fled, 

New lays his waves, and smooths bis ruffled bedf 

• Prince Arthur, p. 41, 42. f P. 14. 

N. B. Tn order to do justice to these |[reat poets, our citations are 
taken from the bett, the last, and most correct editions of their workf. 
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The tridlpphs and acclamations of the angels at the 
creation oflhe universe present to his imagination *^ the 
rejoicings on the lord mayor's day;" and he beholds 
those glorious beings celebrating their Creator, by huz- 
zaing, making illuminations, and flinging squibs, crack- 
ers, and sky-rockets. 

Glorious illuminations, made on high 
By all the stars and planets of the sky, 
In just degrees, and shining order placed. 
Spectators charmM, and the blest dwellings graced. 
Through all the enlightened air swift fire-works flew, 
Which with repeated shouts glad cherubs threw. 
Comets ascended with their sweeping train, 
Then fell in starry showers and glittering rain. 
In air ten thousand meteors blazing hung, 
Which from th' eternal battlements were flung.* 

If a man, who is violently fond of wit, will sacrifice 
to that passion his friend or his God, would it not be a 
shame, if he who is smit with the love of the bathos, 
should not sacrifice to it all other transitory regards ? 
You «hall hear a zealous protestant deacon invoke a 
saint, and modestly beseech her to do more for us than 
Providence. 

Look down, blest saint, with pity then look down, i 

Shed on this land thy kinder influence. 

And guide us through the mists of providence, 

Id which we stray .f 

• 

Neither will he, if a goodly simile come in his waj, 
scruple to affirm himself an eye-witness of things never 
yet beheld by man, or never in existence ; as thus : 

That which we use of Prince Arthur, is iu duodecimo, 1714, the foarth 
edition revised. P. 
* Prince Arthur, p. 50. 

t Ambroee Philips, on the de ith ef Qucea Maiy. 
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Thos have I seen, m Araby the blest, 
A phoenix couch*d upoa her funeral nest.* 

But to cotivioce you that Dothiog is so great which a 
Bianellous geoius, prompted by this laudable zeal, is not 
able to lessen ; hear how the mo^t sublime of all beiogs 
is represented in the following images. 

First he is a Painter. 

Sometimes the Lord of Nature, in the air, 
Spreads forth his clouds, his sable canvass, where 
His pencil, dipt in heavenly colour bright. 
Paints his fair rainbonr, charmiog to the sight.f 

Now he is a Chemist. 

Th^ Almighty Chemist does his work prepare, 
Pours down his waters on the thirsty plain. 
Digests bis lightning, and distils his rain.t 

Now he is a Wrestler. 

Me in hii griping armsth* Bternal took. 
And with such mighty force my body shook, 
That the strong grasp my members sarely bruisM, 
Broke all my bones, and all my sinews loosM.^ 

Now a RECRVITIN& Officer. 

For clouds the sunbeams levy fresh supplies, 
« And raise recruits of vapours, which arise 
Drawn from the seas, to muster in the skies.{{ 

• Anon. 

t Blackmore, opt. edit. duod. 1716, p* 172. 

The gravity of the solemn pedant Scriblerus is not at aU kept up io 
this piece. His criticisms are not any more in character than the 
Travels oi Gulliver, erroneously asserted to be part of the plan in- 
tended to be pursued by Pope, Arbutiinot, and Swift. No man ever 
attempted so many epic poems as Blackmore ; and few have written 
to many verses, except perhaps Lopez de Vega, who is said to hare 
produced in all 21,316 verses. Dr. Warton. 

X Blackmore, Ps. civ, p. 263 $ P. 75. j| P. 170. 

None erf* these images are more absurd than where Dryden says, in 
the 261st stanza of bis Aimus Mirabilis, that the Almighty having 
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Now a peaceable Gvaramteb. 

In leagues of peace the neighbbura did agree. 
And to maintain them God was guarantee.* 

Tbeo he is ao Attormst. 

Job, as a vile oflfender, God iodites. 
And terrible decrees against me writes, 

God will not be my advocate, 

My cause to manage or debate, f 

Iq the following lines he is a Goldbeater^. 

Who the rich metal beats, and then with care 
Unfolds the golden leaves to gild the fields of air4 

Then a Fuller. 



' th' exhaling reeks, that secret rise. 

Borne on reboonding sunbeams through the skies, 
Are thickened, wrought, and whiten'd, till they grow 
A heavenly fleeoe H - — — 

A Mercer or Packer. 

Didst thou one end of air's wide curtain hold. 

And help the bales of iCther to unfold 9 

Say, which ccerulean pile was by thy hand unroll'd!^ 

iookoft down for some time on the fire of London, at last claps an ex- 
tinguisher upon it: 

** An hollow crystal pyramid he takes 
In firmamental waters dipt above; 

Of it a broad extinguisher he makes, * 

And hoods the flames' that to their quarry drove.** 
Bnt another passage in Dryden is carried-to a still greater length of 
profaneness and absurdity in his Hind and Panther ; who s^^eaks thus 
of the Creditor : 

** The divine Blacksmith in tli' abyss of light. 
Yawning and lolling with a careless beat, 
Struck out the mute creation at a heat ; 
But he worked hard to hammer out our sonl^ 
He blew the bellows, and stirr*d up the coals ; 
Long lime he thought, and could not on a sudden. 
Knead up with unskimm*d milk this reasoning pudding.** 

Dr. Wabton. 
♦ Blackmor.-, p. 70. f P. 61. t P- 181. || P. 18. § Psal. p. 174. 
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I 

A -Butler. 

He meuorei all the drops with wondVous skill. 
Which the black clouds, his floating bottles, 611.* 

And a Baker. 

Ood ID the wilderness his table spread, 
And in his airjr ovens bak*d their bread.f 



CHAP. VI. 

OF THE SEVERAL KINDS OF GENIUSES IN THE PROFOUND, 
AND THB MARKS AND CUARACTERS OF EACH. 

I DOUBT not but the reader, by this cloud of exam- 
ples, begius to be coovinced of tbe truth of our assertion, 
that the bathos is ao art, and that the genius of do mor- 
tal inrhatcver, following the mere ideas of nature, and 
uuassisted witli an habitual, nay, laborious peculiaiity of 
thinking, could arrive at images so wonderfully low and 
unaccountable. The great author, from whose treasury 
we have drawn all these instances (the father of the ba- 
thos, and indeed the Homer of it) has, like that immor- 
tal Greek, confined his labours to the greater poetry, and 
thereby left room for others to acquire a iixe share of 

• P. 131. 

It is remarkable that Swif^ highly commends Blackmore in mort; 
than one place; from whom Dr. Johnson strangely asserts that Pope 
■light have learot the art of reasoning in verse, exempliSed in the 
Poen CD Creation; but Ambrose Philips related that Blackmore, as 
he proceeded in thn poem, commnnicated it from time to time to k 
dob of wits, hit associates, and that every man contributed as he 
could, either improvemeot or correction ; so that there are perhaps 
no where in the book thirty lines together that bow etaad aa thejK 
were originaUy writteD. Da. Wabtoh. 

f Blackaort, 8oog of Motet, p. 218. 
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praise in inferioF kiods. Many painters, who could 
never hit a uosc or aa cje, have with felicity copied a 
smallpox, or been admirable at a toad or a redherring : 
and seldom are we without geniuses for still-life, which 
they can work up and stiffen with incredible accuracy. 

A universal genius rises not in an age ; but when he 
rises, armies rise in him ! he pours forth five or six epic 
poems with greater facility than five or six pages can 
be produced by an elaborate and servile co^ icr after na- 
ture or the ancients. It is affirmed by Q,uinlilian,* that 
the same genius, which made Germanicus so great a ge- 
neral, would, with equal application, have made him an 
excellent heroic poet. In like manner, reasoning from 
the affinity there appears between arts and sciences, I 
doubt not, but an active catcher of butlerflies, a careful' 
and fanciful pattern-drawer, an industrious collector of 
shells, a laborious and tuneful bag-piper, or a diligent 
breeder of tame rabbits, might severally excel in their 
respective parts of the bathos. 

I shall range these confined and less copious geniuses 
under proper classes, and (the better to give their pfc- 
tures to the reader) under the names of animals of some 
sort or other; whereby he will be enabled, at the first 
sight of such as shall daily come forth, to know to 
what kind to refer, and with what authors to compare 
them.f 

1. The Flying Fishes; these are writers who now 
and then rise upon their fins, and fly out of the pro- 

* !o a fine passage of the tenth book: ** Germanicum Augugtum 
aJl> ia^ititiitis studiis dcflezit ciira terrariim ; parumque diis visum est 
esse eiim maximum poetariim " Dr. Wj^rton. 

f This was the chapter which gave so much offence, and excited 
vuch I'lid clamours against our author by his introduction of these 
initial letters, which he in vain asserted were placed at random, and 
ineantno particular writers ; which was not believed. Thete uiitial 
IcUen cannot now be autheotically filled up. Dr. Wajrto;!. 
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fouod ; but their wings are bood drj, and thej drop down 
to the boUom. G. S. A. H.* C. G. 

2. The Swallows are authors, that are eternally skim- 
miog and fluttering up and down, but all their agility 
IB employed to catch flies. L. T. W. P. Lord H. 

3. The Ostriches are such, whose heaviness rarelj 
permits them to raise themselves from the ground ; their 
wings are of no use to lift them up, and their motion is 
between flying and walking ; but then th^'y run very 
fart. D. F. L. £. the hon. £ H. 

4. The Parrots are they, that repeat another's words 
in such a hoarse odd voice, as makes them seem their 
own. W. B. W. S. C. C. the reverend D. D. 

5. The Didappers are authors, that keep themselres 
long out of sight, under water, and come up now and 
then, where you least expected them. L. W. Cj. D. 
X^. the hon. Sir W. Y. 

6. The Porpoises are unwieldy and big ; they put all 
tliclr Dumbcfs ioto a great turmoil and tempest, but 
whenever they appear in plain light (which is seldom) 
Aey are only shapeless and ugly monsters. I. D. C. 
G. I. O. 

7. The Frogs are such, as can neither walk nor flj, 
bat can leap and bound to admiration; they live ge- 
■enlly in the bottom of a ditch, and make a great noise, 
vbeoeTer they thrust their heads above water. £. W. 
L H Esq. T. D. gent. 

* B7 a letter from Mr. Pope to Aaron HiH, (printed in Riiffhead*i 
life of Pope, p. 5^) it appears that Mr. Hill took tbese initial lettera 
to be meant of himself; ^ though every letter in the alphabet** (Mr. 
ftfit aaje) " was put in the same manner : and in troth (except some 
kf) those letters were set at random, to occarion, what thej did oc- 
tbe wspicion of bad and jealous writers, of which number I 
never reckon Mr. Hill, and most of whose n^mes 1 did not 
,** We are afraid that many of the warmest admirers of Mr. 
Aye v21 be indiBed to doobt this peremptory aaertioa. N. 
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Z> The Eels are obscure aitthorB, that lorap them- 
selves up ID their own raud, but are mighty Dunble and 
pert. L. W. L. T. P.M. Geaeral C. 

9. The Tortoises ai'e slow and chill, and like pastoral 
irriters, delight much io gardens : thej have for the 
most part a fioe embroidered shell, and underneath it a 
heavy lump. A. P. W. B. L. £. The right hoD. E. 
ofS. 

These are the chief characteristics of the bathos, and 
in each of these kinds we have the comfort to be blessed 
vith sundry and manifold choice spirits in this our isl- 
and. 



CHAP. VII. 

QV THE PROFOUND, WHEN IT CONSISTS IM THE 

THOUGHT. 

We have already laid down the principles, upon wbidi 
our author is to proceed, and the manner of forming Us 
thought by familiarizing his mind to the lowest objects ; 
to which it muy be added, that vulgar conversation will 
greatly contribute. There is no question, but the garret 
or the printer's bpy may often be cUscerned in the com- 
positions made in such scenes and company ; and ranch 
of Mr. Curll himself has been insensibly infused into the 
works of his learned writers. 

The physician, by the study and inspection of urine 
and ordure, approves himself in the science; and in like 
sort, should our author accustom and exercise his ima- 
gination upon the dregs of nature. 
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This mW render his thoughts truly and {undamental- 
I J low,* and carry him many fathoms beyond mediocri- 
ty. For, certain it is (though some lukewarm heads ima- 
gine they may be safe by temporizing between the ex- 
tremes) that where there is not a triticalness or medioc- 
rity in the thought, it can never be sunk into the genuine 
and perfect bathos by the roost elaborate low expression : 
it can, at most, be only carefully obscured, or metapho* 
rically debased. But, it is the thought alone that strikes, 
and gives the whole that spirit, which we admire and 
stare at. For instance, in that ingenious piece on a lady's 
drioking the Bath waters : 

She drinks ! the drinlre ! behold the matchless dame ! 

To her *tis water, hut to us ^tis flame : 

Thus fire is water, water fire by turns, 

And the same stream at once both cools and bums.* 

What can be more eas^ and unaffected, than the diction 
of these verses ? It is the turn of thought alone, and the 
variety of imagination, that charm and surprise us. And 
when the same lady goes into the bath, the thought (as 
in justice it ought) goes still deeper : 

V«iu» beheld her, ^midst her crowd of slaVe.*, 
And thought herself just risen froqn the waves, f 

How much out of the way of common sense is this re- 
flection of Venus, not knowing herself from the lady ! 

Of the same nature is that noble mistake of a frighted 
iUg in a full chase, who, saith the poet— * 

* It woald be nnpardoaable not to censure loch imagei and ex- 
fttmoaa. Dr. Wabton. 

* AnoayiiMUit 
fMeai. 
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Hears his oim feet, and thinks they sound like more; 

And fears the hind-feet will overtake the fore.* ' 

So astonishing as these are, they yield to the folloir« 
ing, which is profundity itself. 

None but himself can be his parallel.f 

Unless it may seem borrowed from the thought of thi£ 
master of a show in Smithfield, who writ in large letten 
of the picture of his elephant, 

This is the greatest elephant in the world, except himself. 

However, our next instance, is certainly an original. 
Speaking of a beautiful infant : 

So fair thou art, that if ^eat Cupid be 
A child, as poets say, sure thou art he. mj 

Fair Venus would mistake thee for her own. 
Did not thy eyes proclaim thee not her son. 
There all the lightnings of thy mother^s shine, 
And with a fatal brightness kill in thine. 

* Dr, Ridley told Mr. Steevens that Mr. Spence informed hioq, 
these lines were originally in ** Windsor Forest,** as Pope had ac- 
knowledged to him: and that when Spence had published the first 
part of his Essay on the Odyssey, Pope immediately introdaced him- 
self, and entreated for better treatment in the second. Mr. Spence 
also informed Dr. Warton that this passage, and many other ridicu- 
lous ones, in this treatise, were quoted from our poet*s own early 
pieces, particularly his epic poem, called Alcander. So sensible of its 
own errors and imperfections is a mind truly great. When Voltaire 
first brought on the stage his Maria mne, 1722, in which Herod ga ve 
her a cup of poison, the parterre cried out, *' La Reine boit,** and 
the play was damned. N. 

t Theobald, Double Falsehood. 

It is a little remarkable that this line of Theobald, which is 
thought to be the masterpiece of absurdity, is evidently copied trom 
a line of Seneca, in the Hercules Furens : 

" Quaeris Alcida; parem, 

Nexao est nidi Ipse——*' Or. W^*oii. 
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First he is Cupid, theo he is oot Cupid ; first Venus 
would mistake him, tlieo she would not mistake him ; 
next his eyes are his mother's, aod lastly they are not 
his mother's, but his own. 

Another author, describing a poet that shines forth 
amid a circle of critics. 

Thus Phcebas through the zodiac takes his way, 
And amid monsters rises into day. 

What a peculiarity is here of invention ! The au,- 
thor*s pencil, like the wand of Circe, turgs all into mon- 
sters at a stroke. A great genius takes things in the 
lump, without stopping at minute considerations : in 
vain might the ram, the bull, the goat, the lion, the crab, 
the scorpion, the fishes, all stand in its way, as mere 
natural animals : much more might it be pleaded, that a 
pair of scales, an old man, and two innocent children, 
were no monsters : there were only the centaur and the 
maid, that could be esteemed out of nature. But what 
of that ? with a boldness peculiar to these daring geni- 
uses, what he found not monsters, he made so. 



CHAP. VIII. 

OF THE PROFOUND, CONSISTING OF THE CIRCUMSTAN- 
CES : AND IN AMPLIFICATION AND PERIPHRASE IN 
GENERAL. 

What in a great measure distinguishes other writers 
from ours, is their choosing and sppai ating snch circum- 
•taoces ia a description, as ennoble or elevate the sub- 
ject , 
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The circumstances which arc most natural, are ebvl- 
ous, therefore not astonishin"; or peculiar : but those 
that are far-fetched or unexpected, or hardly compatible, 
-will surpi-ise prodigiously. These therefore we must 
principallj hunt out ; but above all, preserve a lauda«> 
ble prolixity : presenting the whole and every side at 
once of the image to view. For, choice and distinction 
are not only a curb to the spirit, and limit the descrip- 
tive faculty, but also lessen the book; which is fre- 
quently the worst consequence of all to our author. 

Job says, in sliort, he washed his feet in butter ; a cir- 
cumstance sonft poets would have softened, or passed 
over : now hear how this butter is spread out by the 
great genius. 

With teats distended with their milky store, 
Such numerous lowing herds before my door, 
Their painful burden to unload did meet, 
That fre with butter might have washed our feet.* 

How cautious and particular ! " He had," says our 
author, " so many herds, which herds thrived so well, 
and thriving so well gave so much milk, and that milk 
produced so much butter, that, if he did not, he might 
have washed his feet in it." 

The ensuing description of Hell is no less remarkaUc 
in the circumstances. 

In flaming heaps the raging ocean rolls, 
Whose livid wav«s involve despairing souls ; 
The liquid burnings dreadful colours shew. 
Some deeply red and others faintly blue.f 

Could the most minute Dutch painter have been more 

* filackmore, Job. p. 133. 
7 Prince Arthur, p. 80. 



OF SIBTKmG IN POETJIY. 40 

e±9iici ? How inimitably Gircumstaotial is this also o( a 
war-horse ! 

His eyebalU burn, j^e wounds tiie smoking plain, 
And knots of scarlet riband deck his mane.* 

or certain Cudgel-players. 

They brandish high in air their threat'ning staves, 
Their hands a woven guard of osier saves, 
In which they fix their hazel weapoa*s end.f 

Who would not think the poet had past his ^vhoie life 
at wakes in such laudable diversions ? since he teaches 
lis how to hold, nay, how to make a cudgel ! 

Periphrasc:}^ is another great aid to prolixity ; being 

* Anonymous. t Prince Arthur, p. 197. 

^ It is to be lamented that our author himself has furnished too 
many examples of improper Periphrase and Ampli^cation in his 
translations of Homer. Of a Tripod set on the fire he says, (Odyssey, 
b. viii. :) 

" The flames climb round it with a fierce embrace, 
The fuming waters bubble o*er the blaze.** 

Of a person wearied : 

« Lost in lassitude be all the man ; 

DeprivM of voice, of motion, and of breath ; . 

The soul scarce waking in the arms of death.** 

Of shutting a door, (b. i. ) : 

" The bolt obedient to the silken cord, 

To the strong staplers inmost depth restored, 
ISecurM the valve." 

Of a sword, (h. vili.): 

'' ^M.. Whose blade of brass displays 

A ruddy gleam ; whose hilt a silver blaze ; 
AVhose ivory sheath, inwrought with curious pride, 
Adds graceful terror to the wearer's side." 

These, and a number of other lines that might be added, are in- 
' VOL. 3^X111. C 
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a diflfufled circumlocutory manper of expressing a kopwu 
idea, which should be so mjsteriouslj couched, as to 
give the reader the pleasure of guessing what it b that 
the author cao possibly meau ; and a strange surprise, 
nrheu he finds it. 

The poet I last mentioned is incomparable in this 
figure. 

A waving sea of heads was round me spread, 
And still fresh streams the gazing deluge fed.* 

.Here is a waving sea of heads, which by a fresh stream 
of heads grows to be a gazing deluge of heads. You 
come at last to find, it means a great crowd. 

« 

How pretty and how genteel is the following ! 

Nature's confectioner 

Whose suckets are moist alchemy : 
The still of his refining mould 
Minting the garden into gold.f 

What is this but a bee gathering honey ? 

Little Syren of the stage, 
Empty warbler, breathing lyre, 
Wanton gale of fond desire. 
Tuneful mischief, vocal spell. | 

stances of the -fabe- florid and over-laboured ornament, directly cov- 
trary to the simplicity and energy of Homer. At the same time it 
ought to be observed, that he was betrayed into this turgid, forced, 
and figurative language, by the difficult of translating Homer into 
rhyme ; for he never falls into this fault in his other works, which are 
remarJcable for purity and brevi^ of style. ** C'cst une belle chose 
(says Corneille, with his amiable frankness, in one of his prefaces) 
<|ue de faire vers puissans et majestueux ; cette pompe ravit d'ordi- 
naire les esprits, et pour le moins les ^bloiiit : mais il faut que les 
sujets en fossent naitre les occasions.^* CHtandre, p. 108. Dis War- 
ton. 

• Job. p. 78. t Cleveland. 

4 Ambrose Philips to Cuzzona. 
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Who would think, this was only a poor gentte^onaB, 
that fliibg finely ? 

We maj define amplification to be'Dfi^kSiig the most 
ofiai thought: it IB the spinniog-whed of the bathos, 
which draws out and spreads it into the finest thread. 
There are amplifiers, who can extend half a dozen this 
thoughts oFer a whole folio ; but for which, the tale of 
many a vast romance, and the substance of many a fair- 
volume, might be reduced to the size of a primer. 

In the book of Job are these words, '' Hast thou 
commanded the morning, and caused the day-spring to 
know his place T' How is this extended by the most ce- 
lebrated amplifier of our age? 

Canst thoa sel forth iV ethereal mines on lugh. 
Which the refulgent ore of light supply ? 
Is the celestial furnace to thee known, 
In which I melt the golden Hetal down ? 
Treasures, from whence I deal out light as fast, 
As all my stars and lavish sans can waste.* 

The same author has amplified a passage in the 104tb 
psalm ; ^ He looks on the earth, aud it trembles. He 
touches the hills, and they smoke." 

The hills forget theyVe fix^d, and in their fright 
Cast off their weight, and ease themselves for flight : 
The woods, with terror wiog*d, ouifly the wind. 
And leave the heavy, panting hills behind.f 



* Job, p. 106. 

t Job, p. 287. 

There are rather loo many examples, however apposite thcjy mky 
be, taken from Blackmore alone. The Job of Sandys does not seem 
to be admired and Inown, in a degree e^al to its merits. Hai^ told 
me how highly Pope thought of it The verstfication is equal to that 
oif Waller. There is great force and energy lo Young's Faraphrale 
on part of the bo(^ of Job. Dr. Wabt^h. 
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*Tott here see the Mils not trembling, but shakiDg off 
M'oods from their backs, to run the faster : after this ytm. 
are presented with a foot-race of mountains and woods, 
^vhere the woods distance the mountains, that, like coi?- 
pulent pursy fellows, come puffing and panting a vast 
way behind them. 



CHA.P. IX. 

OF IMITATION, AND THE JIAKNER OF IMITATIim* 

That the true authors of the profound are to imitate 
diligently the examples in their own way, is not to be 
questioned, and that divers have by this means attained 
to a depth, whereunto their own weight could never have 
carried them, is evident by sundry instances. Who sees 
not that De Foe wais the poetical son of Withers, Tate 
of Ogilby, E. Waid of John Taylor, and Eusden of. 
Biackmore ? Therefore when we sit down to write,* let 
us bring some great author to our mind, and ask our- 
selves this question ; '*How would Sir Richard have 
said this ? do I express myself as simply as Ambrose 
Philips ? or flow my numbei-s with the quiet thought- 
lessness of Mr. Wel8ted."t 

But it may seem somewhat strange to assert, that our 
prbficient should also read the works of those famous 

^ Ad admirable Parodj on the Fourteenth Section of Loosinus^ 
when he advises the writer to ask himself, whilst he if composing any 
work, *^ How would Homer, Plato, or Demostbeoes, hare expressed 
ihemtelves on this sul^ect .^*' Dr. Wabtor. 

t A writer not so totally, contemptible. See hii Works, pubUshed 
by Mr. NidtoU, with a defence of several of his pieces, 8vo. 1787. 

•• Dr.- Waiton. 
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poets, who hare etcensd in ^tte sublime : yet is tiot this 
a paradox. As Virgil is said to have read EnDius, out of 
his duDghill to draw gold ; so may our author read 
Shakspearej Milton, aud Dryden, for the contrary ebd, 
to baiy their gpld in his own dunghill. A tnie genius,'"' 
when he fiods any thing lofty or shinhrg in them, wi]I 
hare the skill to bring it down, take ofTthe gloss, or quite 
discharge the colour, by some ingenious circumstance 
or periphrase, some addition or diminution, or by some 
of those 6gures, the use of which we shall show in our 
next chapter. 

The bock of Job is acknowledged to be infinitely 
sublime, and yet has not the father of the bathos veduc- 
ed it in every page ? Is there a passage in all Virgil 
more painted up and laboured than the description qf 
Etna in the tlnrd Mneid ? 



Horrificis joxtatonat iEtna ruiois* 



laterdumque atraiii prorumpit ad «thera Dabenii 
Turbine fumantem piceo, et candcote faviUti, 
AttoUitque globot flammanun, et sidera lambit :f 

* Here again a bare-faced absordity is recomineoded withoat ^ 
liation, which is false and unnatural writing. 

f These two words, after he had said *' AttoUitque globos flanuna- 
rum," are perhaps the only two in Virgil that may be called bembast 
aod siipertragical, ovr^ciytxcif says Longioos, but ^A^ArgAyeti'dt, 

Perhaps we have not in our language a more striking example of a 
true turgid expression and genuine fustian and bombast, than in the 
following lines of Nat Lee's Alexander the Great, who is introduced 
saying, 

" When Glory, like the dazzling eagle, stood 
Perched on my beaver in the Granic flood ; 
When Fortune's self my standard trembling bore. 
And the pale Fates stood frighted on the shore; 
When the Immortals on the billows rode, 
And I myself appeared the leading God !** 

Is it to be eooceived that Dr. Warburtoa affirmed, in a long no^ 
on the First E^iUle of Horace, b. ii. that **tiMie lix lines contain dq^ 
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intefdaiD fcopalos aTiUaaque viscera montit 
Erigit eructaos^liquefactaque saxa sub auras 
Cum gemltu glomerate fundoque exsstuat ima 

(I be^ pardoD of the gentle English reader, and flueB 
of our writers as understand not Latin.) Lo 3 how this 
is taken down by our British poet, bj the single* happy 
thought of throwing the mountain into a fit of the colier 

.fitha, and all the borning mountains, find 
Their kindled stores with inbred storms of wind 
Blown up to rage; and roaring out complain. 
As torn with inward gripes, and tort'ring pain r 
Ijab»ring, they cast their dreadful vomit round, 
And with their melted bowels spread the ground.* 

Horace, in search of the sublime, struck his head 
against the stars ;t but Empedocles, to fathom the pro- 
found, threw himself into iEtua. And who but would 
imagine our excellent modern had also beeu there front 
thb description ? 

Imitation is of two sorts ; the first is, when we force to 
our own purposes the thoughts of others ; the second, 
consists in copying the imperfections or blemishes of 
celebrated authors. I have seen a play professedly 

only the most sublime, but the most judicious imagery that poetrjr 
could conceive or paint.'"' I thought that a note which contained sa 
outrageous a paradox, and so totally inconsistentwitb true taste and 
solid judgment^ ought- not to be retained^ Dr. Wabtok. 

* Prince Arthur, p. 75. f " Sublimi feriam sidera vertice." 
^And so did the writer of the foUowiag lines, in a well-known Tra*- 
gedy: 

** Should the fierce North, upon his frozen wing^ 
Bear him aloft above the wandering clouds, 
And seat him ia the Pleiads* golden chariot. 
Thence should my fury drag him down to tortures*" 
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irrit Id the style of Sh^kspear^ whereiD the nSBemUaoee 
laj ID one single lioe. 

Aod le good morrow Vye, good master lieutenant 

Aod suodrj poems in imitatioo of Milton, where, with 
Uie utmost exactness, and not so much as one exception, 
nevertheless was constantly naihless,* embroidered was 
hroideredi hermits were eremites, . disdaimed ^sdeigned, 
shadi/ umbrageeus, enterprise emprise, pagan peupum^ 
pinions pennons, sweet dulcet, orchards orchats, bridge" 
work pontifical ; u«f her was hir, and their was. tkir 
through the whole poems. And in very deed, there is 
no other way, by which the true modern poet could read 
to any purpose the works of such men, as Milton and 
Shakspeare. 

Tt muy be expected, that, like other critics, I should 
aext speak of tlie passions : but as the main end and 
principal effect of the bathos is to produce tranquillity of 
mind (and sure it is a better design to po mote sleep 
than madness) we have little to say on this subject. Nor 
will the short bounds of this discowse allow us to treat 
at large of the emollients and opiates of poesy ; of the 
cool, and the manner of producing it; or of the methods 
used by our authors in managing the passions. I shall 
but transiently remark, that nothing contributes so much 
to tlie cool, as the use of wit in expressing passion ; the 
true genius rarely fails of points, conceits, and proper 
similes on such occasions : this we may term the pathe- 
tic epigrammatical, in which even puns arc made use of 

* He aUuded particular!/ to Philips*8 C>'der, oT which he often ex- 
preMed a strong diiapprobation, andparticulaily on account of these 
suti(]uatcd vrordi. He often quoted the following line as not English .- 

" Administer their tepid genial airs." Cyder, b. ii.. 
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.witik gop4 success.- Hereby our best authors have ^aveid- 
ed throwing themselves or their readers into apy.inde- 
ceDt transports. 

But, as it is sometimes needful to excite the passions 
of our antagonist m the polemic way, the true students 
i» the law have constantly taken their methods from low 
.life, where they observed, that to move anger, use is 
made of scolding and railing; to move love, of bawdry; 
to beget favour aud friendship, of gross flattery ; and to ' 
produce fear, of calumniating an adversary with crinies 
obnoxious to the state. As for shame^ it is a silly pas- 
sion, of which as our authors are incapable themselves^ 
so they would not produce it in otherst 



CHAP. X. 

OF TROPES AND MGURES^ AND FIRST OF THE VARIHG^lT- 
ING, CONFOUNDING, AND RETBR8ING FIGURES. 

But we proceed to the figures^ We cannot too carn- 
<^tly recommend to our authors the study of the abuse 
•f speech. They ought to lay down as a principle, to 
say nothing in the usual way, but (if possible) in the di- 
rect contrary. Therefore the 6gures must be w turned, 
•as to manif<£st that intricate and wonderful cast of head, 
which distinguishes all writers of this kind : or (i|s I 
may say) to refer exactly the mould, in which they were 
formed, in all its inequalities, cavities, obUquities, odd 
crannies, and distortions. 

It would be endless, nay impossible, to enumerate all 
such figures,^ but we shall content ourselves to range 

* Another figure which greatly contributes to the Bathos might here 
he added, which Longinas, in his third sectipn, calls the Parentbyrfus { 
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ffte* ptinefpal, which most powerftilly contribote to tlie 
bathos, uiider three classes. 

I. Tlie variegatiog, coDfouDdiog, or reversing tropes 
aod figures. 

II. The magnifying, and 

III. The diminishing. 

We cannot avoid giving to these the Grecfc or Ro- 
man names; but in tenderness to our countrymen and 
fellow writers, many of whom, however exquisite, are 
wholly ignorant of those languages, we have also ex- 
plained them in our mother tongue. 

Of the first sort, nothing so much conduces to the ba< 
tiios, as the 

CjITACHRESI?. 

A master of this will say, 
*' Mow the beard. 
Shave the grass, 
FSn (he plauk» 
Nail my sleeve." 

From whence results the same kind of pleasure to the 
mind, as to the eye, when we behold Harlequin trimming, 
himself with a hatchet, hewing donv^nrlBL tree with a razor, 

a kind of violence and emotion, ill-timed and out of season, and dis- 
proportioned to the subject ; into which good writers, naj Horace 
himself, is said to have fallen. tVhen he sajrs, that " even as the 
most superb and useful monuments (^ human skill and regal magnifi- 
cence, the making new ports, the draining of marshes, the altering the 
course of rivers the building moles, and other vast and expensive 
works, alter and d^aj ; so do words and current expressions : 

'* Debemur morti nos nostraque-^ 

Mortalia facta peribunt, 

Nedam termonnm stet honoe-et gratia vivax." 

** The objects bj which thif decay of words are illustrq^ are too 
large antf important ^r the occasion." Hob. Art of Poetry, 1. 631' 
tee Bloudeirs Conparisoo of Horace and Pindah Dr. WjkjeiW' 
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making hid tea io a cauldron, and brewing his ale in a 
tea-pot. to the incredible satisfaction of the British spec- 
tator. Another source of the bathos is. 

The Mrtonymy, 
the inversion of causes for effects, of inventors for inven- 
tions, &c. 

Lac*cl in h€r Cotins* new appeared the bride, 
A Bubble-boyf and Tompion( at her side, 
And with an air divine her Colmarjl plyM : 
Then O ! she cries, what slaves I round me see ! 
Here a bright Red-coat, there a smart} Toup€e** 

The Synecdoche, 

which consists in the use of a part for the whole. You 
may call a young woman sometimes /7r^^/ace and /itof^- 
e^es, and sometimes snotty-nose and draggle'tail. Or, of 
Occidents, for persons ; as a lawyer, is called spUt^auscy 
a tailor, prick-louse, &c. Qr of things belonging to a 
man, for the man himself; as a suvwd-man^ agonm-man 
a t-m-Ud-man ; a rvhite-staffi a turn'k^i Sic, 

The Aposiopesis, 

an excellent figure for the Ignorant, as, '* what shall I 
gay ?" when one has nothing to say : or, '^ I can no 
more," when one really cab no more. £xpressiooi 
which the gentlq reader is sagood jas never to take ia 
earnest. 

* stays. t Tweeier-cafle. t Watch. H Fan.. 

I A sort of periwlj; : all words in use at this present year 1727. 
** These five lines, and the two la the middle-of p. 62, are quotei 
from his own youthful poems; as iottoed at<! mpit of those marke<| 
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* .. 



. The Metaphor.* 

The first rule is to draw it from the lowest things, which 
is a certaiD way to siok the highest $ as when 70U speak 
of the thuoder of heaven, say,^ 

The lords above are hungry, and talk big.f 

Or, if you would describe a rich man refunding his 
treasures, express it thus, 

Tho* he (as said) may riches gorge, the spoil 
Painful in massy vomit shall recoil: 
Soon shall he peridi with a swift decay, 
lake his own ordure, cast with scorn away4 

The second, that whenever you start a metaphor^ 
you must be sure to run it down, and pursue it as far ^ 
it can go. If you get the scent of a state negotiatioill 
follow it in this manner : 

The stones, and aU the elements, with thee , 

Shall ratify a strict confederacy; 

Wild beasts th«r savage temper shall forget*, 

And for a firm alliance with thee treat; 

The finny tyrant of the spacious seas 

Shall send a scaly embassy for peace ; 

His plighted foith the crocodile shall keep, 

And se^og thee, for joy sincerely weep.) 

Or if you represent the Creator denouncing war 

* It were to wished that all the xritittal x>piiiioi» of Dr. JoliniQii 
were as tolid and judicio^ as are his admirabl* obtervatioiis ia the 
Jbif^ of Cvwkv, 00. qiut Al«taf hort, false Wit, and what (allter Hid- 
den) he caV ^ MtCaphytical Poetry.'* After a eertain period, in 
every ceentry aad in eveiy language, men grow weary of thenatoml, 
ipd search after the jiofialar. Da. Wabvon. 

t Lee's Aleunder, \ Blackmoffc, Job, p. 91, ^. 

\ Job, p. 22. 



against the wicked, be iu^e oof ti>-6m!tone circumstaoce 
usual io proclaimiog and' levying war. 

Bovoys aDd agents, who by my command 

Reside in Palesliiia^s land, 

To whom commiiffiioDS 1 have given 

To manage there the interests of Heaven. 

Ye holy heralds, who proclaim 

Or war or peace, in mine you J' master^s name,—* 

Ye pioneers of Heaven, prepare a road, 

Make it plain, direc, and broad ; — 

For I in perso|^ will my people head ; 

For the divine deliverer 

Will on his march in majesty appear, 
And needs the aid of no confedVate powV.* 

Under the article of the Confounding we rank> 

1. The Mixture of Figures,! 

which raises so ntany images, as to give ^ou no image at' 
fill. But its priiicipal beautj is, when it gives an idea 
just opposite to what it seemed' meant to describe. Tbtn 
an ingei ious artist, painting the spring, talks (fa snow 
of blossoms, andthereb7raL.es an unexpected picture - 
of winter. Of this sort is the following : 

The gaping clouds poor lakes of nilpfaar down,- 
Whose livid flashes sick'niug sunhfeams drown.l 

What a noble confusion ! clouds, lakes, brimstone, flames^. 

* Blackmore, Isaiali, c. d.' 

t Id Concannen*i Sapplement to the Profound, letter the second, 
■wfaieh is a coanterpart to this tei^ehaptcrj aad treats of Figures, 
are some moce shrewd remarks and more pertinent eiamples than 
might be expected from such a writer, and are enough to make us 
think he had some more able asristant. Concanneo was al'tkat time 
an intimate friend of Warburton ; and it has been suggested was as- 
sisted by bim in writing tbesc nmarks, bttt of tJbiB tbcBS it UQfmaldft 
prooC Dr. Wakton. . . ^ 

\ Princs Arthop, p. 37. 



sua-beams, gaping^ pouriof, nck'niog, drowDiogl all m 
two lines. 

2. The Jargon. 

Thy head ihall rise tho' buried in the dust, 
And *midit the stars his glittering tarrets thrust* 

Qu(Bre, What are the glittering turrets of a maD'iB 
bead ? 

upon the shore; as frequent ai the nodi 

To meet the prince, the glad DImetiani itand.f 

Qnuare. Where these Dimetiaas stood ? and of if hat 
size tbey were ? Add also to the jargon such as the 
following : 

J)eitrttctliui*s tmpi3» ihall no lonsoriast^. _ 
And desolation lie for ever waste4 

Here Niobe, sad mother, makes her moan, 
And seems converted to a stone in stone. $ 

But for variegation, nothing is more useful than, . 

3. The Paranomasia, or Fun,|| 

where a word, like the tongue of a jack-daw, speaks 
twice as much by being split; as this of Mr. Dennis : 

♦ Job, p. 107. 

f Prince Arthur, p. 157. | Job, p. 89. $ T. Ceok, 

Poems. W. 

II An happ7 reading of Atterbury vindicate! Milton from degrading 
Ikis style by a very vile puB often quoted : 

** And brought into this world, a world of woe." 
Atterbuiy would point it thus: 

'' And brooght into this world (a world of woe.**) 
io a parentbciii^ and pnt^ the repeated word in appoutioa t9 tbt 
farmer. Pr. WAnroir, 
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Bullets, that wound, like Parthians as they flj :* 

or this excellent one of Mr. Welsted, 



-Beheld the virgia lie 



Naked, and only cover'd by the sky.f 

To which thou maj'st add> 

To see her beauties no man needs to stoop, 
She has the whole horizon for her hoop. 

4. The A19TITHESIS, or See-saw,} 

whereby contraries and oppositions are balanced ia such 
a way, as to cause a reader to remain suspended be* 
tween them, to his exceeding delight and recreation^ 
Such are these on a lady, who made herself appear out 
of size, by hiding a young princess under b^r clothesr 

While the kind nymph, changing her faukkss shape. 
Becomes uohandsome, handsomely to scape. $ 

On the maids of honour in mourning. 

Sadly they charm, and dismally they please.}| 
His eyes so bright 



Let in the object and let out the light.** 
The Gods look pale to see us look so rcd.ff 



The Fairies and their queen, 
In mantles blue came tripping o*er the green.f { 

All nature felt a reverential shock, 

The sea stood still to see the mountains rock.^^ 

• Poems, 1693, p. 13. f Welsted, Aeon and Lavinia. P. 

X It were tobe wished our author himself had not been so very 
(bnd of this figure; of aU otfiers, if too often Tcpeatei, the most tire- 
lome and disgusting. Dr. Warton. 

§ Waller. j| Steele, ott* Queen Mary. ** Qoaq^ps. ft Lee, 
Alexander. \\ Phllips's Pastorals. * ^ Blackm*e, Job, p. 176;., 
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CHAP, XI. 

THE FIGURES CONTINUED : OF THE MAGNIFYING AN^ 

DIMINISHING FIGURES. 

A GENUINE writer of the profound, will take care never 
to magnifj any object without clouding it at the satne 
time ; his thought will appear io a true mist, and very 
unlike what is in nature. It must always be remember- 
ed that darkness is an essential quality of the profound, 
or, if there chance to be a glimmering, it must be, as 
IMUtoii expresses it, 

l*?o lij^ but rather darkoesB viiiblei . 

Tlie chief figure of tliis sort is, 

The Htpbrboi^e, or impossible.* 



For instance, of a Lion. 

He roarM no lood, and lookM bo wondrous griis. 
His very shadow durst not follow hiin.t 

Of a Lady at Dinner. 

The silver whiteness that adorns th7 neck, 
Sullies the plate and makes the nafpkiii^l^clb 

Of the Same. 

The obscureness of her birth 

Cannot eclipse the lustre of her ejes, 
Which make her all one light-t 

* Into which even the pvki €orEcilte baftvnetiues fallen, and 
that too even in his Cinna ; orach more when he copies ^ extrava- 
gancies of Guiilam de Castro, in his Cid. The Spaoish writers abomid 
io these absurdities ; and indeed there are many such in Rotrou audi 
in Ronsard. D»« ITarton. 

f Vet. Aut. ' t Theobald, Double Fabhood* 
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Of a BuU-batiDg. 

Up to the stars the sprawling mastiffi flj, 
AimI add new monsters* to the frighted nkft 

Of a Scene of Miseiy. 

Behold a scene of misery and woe ! 
Here Argus soon might weep himself quite blind; 
Ev^n tho* he had Briarens*s hundred hands 
To wipe his hundred eyes.i 



And that modest request of two absent lovers : 

Ye gods 1 annihilate but space and time, 
And make two lovers happy. 

2. The PeriphrjIsis, which the moderns call the eh' 
cumbendUnis^ whereof we have given examples in tbe 
Dinth chapter, and shall again in the twelfth. 

To the same class of the magnifying may be referred 
the following, which are so exceiieutij moders, that we 
have yet no name for them. Jo describing a countiy 
prospect, 

I*d call them mountains, bat canH call them so, 
For fear to wrong them with a name too low ; 
While the fair vales beneath so humbly lie, 
That eren humble seems a term too high.| 

III. The last class remains ; of the diminishing. 1. 
The Anticlimax, and figures where the second line 
drops quite short of the first, than which nothing creates 
greater surprise. 

On the Extent of the British Arms, 

Under the Tropics is our language spoke, 
And part of Flanden hath receivM our yoke.f 

* Blackmore, p. 8]L f Anooymom^ 

t Aaoayraotti. f AooaymMi. 
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On a Warrior. 

And thou, Dalhousf, the great god of war, 
LieuteDant-colooelto Ute earl of Mar.* 

On the valour of the EDglisi]. 

Nor Art nor Nature has the force 
To stop Its steady course, 
Nor Alps nor Pyrenaeans keep it out 
Nor fortify 'd redoubt. f 

At other times this figure operate in a Iai*ger exteut ,- 
and when the gentle reader is in expectation of some 
great image, he either finds it surprisingly imperfect, or 
is presented with something low, or quite ridiculous : a 
surprise resembling that of a curious person in a cabinet 
of antique statues, who beholds on the pedestal the 
names of Homer, or Cato ; but looking up finds Homer 
without a head, and nothing to be seen of Cato but his 
privy member. Such are these lines of a Leviathan at 
sea: 

His motion works, and beats the oozy mud. 
And with its slime incorporates the fljod, 
'Till all th* incumherMf thick, fermenting stream 
Does like one pot of boiling ointment seem. 
Where'er he swims, he leaves along the lake 
Such frothj' furrows, such a foamy track. 
That all the wators of the deep appear 
Hoary with age, or gray with 8ud4iea fear.t 

But perhaps even these are excelled by the ensuiiig. 

Now the resisted flames and fieiy store. 
By winds assaulted, in wide forges roar. 
And raging sens flow down of melted ore. 
Sometimes they hear long iron bars remov*d. 
And to and fr» huge-lMaps of cinders shoved. |i 

* Anonynooi. . , . f Dennis tm Namur. 

I Blactonore, Kh, 107. • ji Prince ArthuTf p. 157. 
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is also a species of the dimiDishiog : by this a spear flj- 
log ioto the air is compared to a boy whistling as he 
goes 00 an errand. 

The mighty Stufia threw a massy, speat, 

Which, with its errand pleasM, sung through the air.* 

A Man raging with grief to a iqastiff dog. 

1 cannot stifle this gigantic woe, 

JNor on my raging grief a muzzle throw. f 

And clouds big with water to a woman in great ne- 
cessity. 

Distended with the waters in *em pent, 

The clouds hang deep in air, but hang unrest 

3, The Infantine. 

This is, when a poet grows so very simple, as to think 
and talk like a child. I shall take my examples from 
the greatest master in this way. Hear how he foodies 
/like a mere stammerer : 

Little charm of placid mien, 
Miniature of Beauty^s Queen, 
Hither British Muse of mine. 
Hither, all ye Grecian Nine, 
With the lovely Graces three, 
And your pretty nursding see. 

When the meadows next are seen, 
Sweet enamel, white and green. 
When again the lamUuns play. 
Pretty sportlingi full of May. 

Then the neck so white and round, 
(iiittle neck withbriUiaats bound) 

* Prince Arthur. f-M, p.-4l. 
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lud thy gentleneit of mind, 
(Gentle from a gentle kind,) Sec: 

Hap[>7 thrice, and thrice again, 
Happiart he of happy men,* &c. 

and the rest of those excellent lullabies of his comp^ 
sition. 

How prettily he d&ks the sheep to teach him to 
Ueat ? 

Teach me to grieve with bleating moan, my sheep.f 

Hear how a babe would reason on his nurse's death. 

That ever she could die ! Oh most unkind ! 
To die, and leave poor Colinet behind ! 
And yet, why blame I her i!\ 

"With no less simplicity does he suppose, that shep- 
herdesses tear their hair and beat their breasts at their 
own deaths : 

Ye brighter maids, fiaiint emblems of my fair, 
With looks cast down, and with dishevePd hair. 
In bitter anguish beat your breasts, and moan 
Her death untimely, as it were your own.} 

4. The iNANiiT, or Nothingness. 

Of this the same author furnishes us with most beau- 
tiful instances. 

Ah silly I, more nlly than my sheep, 

(Which OD he flow*ry plain I once did keepOlt -, 

• Ambrose Philips on Miss Cuzsone. 
f Philip8*s Pastorals. X Ibid. 

mm^ Pailonas. U ibid. 
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To tlie grave senate she could counsel give^ 
(Which with astonishment they did recefve.)* - 

He whom loud cannon coald not terrify, 
Falls from the grandeur of his majesty.f 

fi&PP7f merry as a king, 
•dipping dew ^you sip and sing4 

Where yen easily perceive the nothiogness of effery 
second verse. 

The noise returning with returning light, 

What did it ? 

Dispersed the silence, and dispelled the night.$ 

The glories of proud London to survey. 
The sun himself «hall rise ^by break of day. 

3. The Expletive, 

admirably exemplified in the epithets of many au- 
thors. 

Th* umbrageous shadow, and the verdant greeo,*^ 
The running current, and odorous fragrance^ 
Cheer my lone solitude with joyous gladness. 

Or in pretty drawling words like these. 

All men his tomb, all men his sons adore, 
And hisson^s sons, till there shall be no more.ff 

* Philips on O. Mary. f Ibid. 

I T. Cook, on a Grasshopper. $ Anonymous. 

ij Autor Vet. 

** I am afraid he glanced at Thomson. Db. WxRTorr. 

ft T. Cook, Poems. 
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The riling «ni onr frief did tee. 
The setting ma did iee the nme ; 

While wretched we remembcrM tlien, 
O Sion, Sion, loveiy name \* 

6. The Macrology and Vlkovx^xl 

«re as generally coupled, as a lean rabbit with a fat 
one ; nor is it a wonder, the superfluity of words, and 
vacuity of sense, being just the same thing. I am' 
pleased to see one of our greatest adversariesf employ 
this figtu'c. 

The growth of meadows, and the pride of fields, 
The food of armies and support of wars, 
Refuse of swords, and gleaniogs of a fight. 
Lessen his niimhers and contract his host, 
Wiiere^er his friends retire, or foes succeed, 
CoverM with tempests, and in oceans drown*d.{ 

Of all vbich the perfection is 

The Tautology. 

Break through the billows, and— divide the maio.^ 

* T. Cook, PbemsL 

f Eircn such pure writers as Catullus, Lucre tins, and Horace, have 
looietimesbeen guilty of Pleonasms ; of which there are examples in 
the Miscellaneous Observations of Jortin, p. 37, vol. ii. Of Uiis sort 
of style Quintilian, as usual, speaks elegantly : * Ut corpora noo 
TDbore sed valetiidine inflanturi et recto itioere lapsi, plemmqoe 
divertnnt Erit ergo obscurior, quo quisqui deterior.* Again, ♦ Ut 
flUtnrft breves in digitos eriguntur, et phira infirmi minantiir. Ne 
oneretur tamen verbis multis : nam sit longa et impedita oratio, ut 
earn judicessimilem agmini totidemlixas babenti quotmilites; in quo 
et mimeras est doples, nee duplum virium.* Th« six English lines 
here quoted are a severe stroke on Addison's Cfimpaign. Dr. Wai- 

TON. 

} Camp. 

{ ToDsoo*s Mhedbiiyt 12mo. voL iv. p. SS»1. 4th tdit. 

VOL. xxni* i> 
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Id smoother immben, andr— in softer Terse 
JDiyide— end pari-4he severed irorld—in two.f 

With ten thousaod others equally iouBicaI» and plenti- 
fully flowing through most of our celebrated niodem 
poems. 



CHAP. XIL 

Ot EXPBE68I0N, AND THE SBTSllAi; MRVB OP STVLB OV 

TUX FEEflENT A&E. 

The expression is adequate, when it is proportionabljr 
low to the profundi^ of the thought. It must not 
be always grammatical, lest it appear pedantic aod 
lugentlemanly ; nor too clear, fmr fear it become vid- 
gar ; for obscurity bestows a cast of the wonderful, ind 
throws an oracular dignity upon a piece which hath no 
meaning. 

For example, sometimes use the wrang niunber : 

The sword and pestilence at ooce dewurs, 

instead of devcur.i 
Sometimes the wrong case : 

* Ton8(m*8 Misedlanr, rol. vi. p. 121. 

t Our author himself has more than once fallen into this fanlt, as 
hath been observed in the notes of this edition, and of wliifrh t)r- 
Tiovrth in bts Grammar mentions many inrtnnees. Db« VtAifirOiif. 
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Aad wko iBore fit to wotlit tfaefod thaa th6e P* 

instead of Ami. 
And ntber diaa m^, 

Thetai mnv Achilles weep. 

she heatd him weep. 

We must be exeeMag tmM ia tiro tbings ; first, 
in the choice of low words : secondly, io the sober and 
ordeily way of jraii|;ifig^ them. Many of our poets are 
naturally blessed with tfaii tafeot, insomHch that they 
are in the circiim8tan<^ of that honest citizeo, who had 
made fvQse aU his life witboQt knowing it Let verses 
raninthistiaiiner^jiist tobe aTaUdetotbe words; I 
take them fivom aay 1^ cited authcr^ who thouj^ others 
wise by nomeaniof ear raidc, aeenwd once In his life to 
bav'e aniod to lie sMiple. 

If not, a priie I wOl myielf decree» 

Fhxn him, or Mm, or die perhapi from t]iee.f 



Two ages pasl^ he lired the third to lee.!: 

The king of ftNtr tinsel ui4[ hottoorM more 
B7 mighty^ Jore, than e*er was king hefore.^ 

That I may know, if thoa my pray V deny. 
The mostdespimdof all the gods am I.(| 

Then let my mother once be mPd by me, 
Though much more wke. than I pretend to be.** 

• TickeU, Homer, ILL 

f Tickellf Homer, U. L p. II. t P. 19. 

^P. ra. 1IP.3I. ••p.as. 
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Or these, of the same hand :* 

I leave the arts of poetry and verse 

To them that practise them with more necev. 

Of greater truths I now prepare to tell, 

And so at once, dear friend and muse, farewell.f 

Sometimes a single word will vulgarize a poetical 
idea ; as where a ship set on fire owes all the spirit of 
the bathos to one choice word, that ends the line. 

And his scorchM ribs the hot contagion frjM.t 

And in that description of a world in mins : 

f)hould the whole frame of nature round him break, 
He, uQCODcera'd, would hear the mighty crack. ^ 

So also in these* 

Beasts tame and savage to the river*s brink 
Come from the fields and wild abodes—to drink. || 

Frequently two or three words will do it effectually. 

He from the clouds does the sweet liquor squeeze. 
That cheers the forest and the garden trees.** 

* Assei ting plainly tliat the first book of the Iliad, published by 
Tickell, was really the work of Addison. Dr. Wabton. 

f Tonson^s! Miscellany, 12mo. vol. iv. p. 292. 4th edition. These 
are the two last feeble lines of Addison^s Epistle to SJacheverell^ and 
tlie two preceding ones are as bad. Dr. WAHtox. 

X Tonson*8 Miscellany, vol. vi. p. III^. 

} Job, p. 263. 

y Prince Arthur, p. 151.; 

** Id. Job, p. 264. 
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It IS also uaeAil to emploj teckmcai terms^* \^hich 
estraoge jour tt jle frpm the great aod general ideas of 
oature ; and the higher your subject is, the lower shoaki 
you search into mechanics for your expression. If you 
describe the garment of an angel, say that his linen ivas 
iinely epun^ and bleached on the happy plain8.f Call 
an army of angels, angelic adrasaiera 4 and if you 
ha?e occasion to meDtioo a number of raisfortuoes, st^^^le 
them 

Fresh troops of pains, aud regimeiited woes.]| 

Style is divided by the Thetoricians into tlie proper 
and figured. Of the figured ure have already treated, 
and the proper is what our authors have nothing to do 

* No passage in Blaekmore himself can exceed the vulgarity of in- 
trododng techoical terms, and sea language, more than the following 
lines of the 146, 147, and 148, stanzas of Diyden^s Annus mirabilis. 

** So here some pick out bullets from the sides, 
Some drive old okum thro' each seam and riit, 

Their left hand does the calling ir<« guide, 
The raUling mallet with the right they lift 

** With boiling pitch another near at hand 
From friendly Sweden brought, the seams instops; 

Which wdl laid o*er, the salt sea waves withstand. 
And shake them from the rising beak in drops. 

" Some the gaU*d ropes with da why marling blind, 
Or sear-doth mash with strong tarpaaling coats, 

To try new shrouds one mounts into the wind. 
And one below their ease or stiffness notes." 

Who would think it possible that these lines, and there are many 
such lobe found in his works, could have been written by the author 
of Palamon and Arcite, and the Ode on St. Cecilia*! day? 

T Prince Arthur, p. \9. ^ 

t Ibid. p. 330. 
!| Job, p. 86. 



74 MABXraUS SCI(IBL£RUS 

with. Of Btylai we shaH nention only the prioeipal, 
whieh owe to the moderns either their chief improve- 
ment» or entire inyentioD. 

I. The Flokio SnrLity 

tban which none is more proper to the bathoQ, as flow" 
ers, which are the lowest of v^etables, are most gaudj, 
and do many times grow ia great plenty at the bottom 
<>f ponds and ditches. 

A fine wilier of tliis kind presents you with tiie fol- 
lowing podc : 

The proves appear all drest with wrcathi of flowefj^ 
And from their leareidroptroimtic showen; 
Vf hoae fragrant heads in mystic twines 9bw% 
i^hanged their sweets, and mixM with thousand luss^, 

As if the willing branches strov^,* 

To beautif/ and shade the grove, f 

\f hicb indeed most branches do. But this is stiO er* 
gelled by our Laureate : 

Branches in branches twined, coaipcse the grove,. 
And sbuot and spreadf and Uosncm into love* 
The trembling pahns their mutaal vows repeat^ 
And bending poplars bending poplars meet. 
The distant plantains seem to press more nighf 
And to the sighing alders, alders slgh.l 



^ It Is surprising to find, so lalse and florid a conceit as is contained 
iu the CoUowing lines, in a writer generallf so obastei and correct as 
Addison. 

'^ While here thc>*ine on hills of roins climbs, 
Industrions to conceal great Bourbon's crimes.*' Campaign* 

Dr. Wii^ocv 
f Behn^s Poems, p. 2. 
jkQuardiaa, IZngio. 127 



OF QEBXINO IN POEXaV. 75 

Hetr Bko our Hemeir. 

His robe of Hate i« form*d of Cgbt refioM, 
Anendlen train of iiutresju'eads behind. 
His throne's of bright compacted glory made, 
With penrls celesdal, and irith ferns inlaid : 
Whttce floods of jpy, and seas of splendour floir. 
On all the angelic gazing throng below.* 

2. The Pert Sitlx. 

This does in as peculiar a manner become the low in 
wit, as a pert air does the low in stature. Mr. Thomas 
Brown, the author of *' The London Spy,'^ and all the 
spies and trips in gen»iil, are herein to be dil^ently 
studied ; in verse, Mr. Cibber^s gjrblogues. 

But the beauty and leuergy of it is never so conspicu- 
ous, as when it h employed in moderni^ng, and adapt- 
-iog to the taste of the times, the works of the ancients. 
This we rightly phrase, dloti^ Ihem nUo EtigUshy and 
nuJcmg them EngUsk ; two expressions of great propri- 
ety ; the one, denoting our neglect of the manoer how^ 
the other, the force and compulsion with which it is 
brought about. It is by virtue of this sty le^ that Taci- 
tus talks like a coflfee^boose poMticiao, JoeepbuBf like 
the British gazetteer, Tullj is as short and smart as 
Seneca| or Mr. AiigiU, Marcus Aureliits is excellent at 

* Blackmore, P8.civ. 

f Josephus, translated hy Sir Roger L*EstrBnge. W. 

X In snch fomUiar phrases as these ; ** One good tnm is the shoeing 
horn of anotbrr.—He does me good in spite of my teeth.— After a 
matter of eight years.** And in iEsop, ** The moon was in a hcary 
twitter.** CoUieHk Antoninus was in the same smart taste. Thomas- 
A-Kempis was tnunlaied by Dr. Staabope, whose primncn is here 
noted. There is hardly any species of bad writing but what is ex- 
posed in some part or oilMr of this little treatise, in which the jaslcst 
Miles are deUvared under the mask of ridicule, fortius ct melios, tha% 
in profesred and serious critical discourses. Dr. Waito:!. 
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sDipsnap, and liooest Thomas-a-Kempb as prim and pQ^- 
lite as aoj preacher at court. 

3. The Alajriode Style, 

which is fine by being new, and hat this happineaB at- 
tending if, that it is as durable and exteosive afa the po- 
em Itself. Take some e:!cample8 of it, lo the descriptioQ 
of the sun in a mouining coach upon the death of Cta^en 
Mary. 

Fee Phoebus now, as once for Phaeton, 

Has masked his face, and^ut deep moarning on; 

Dark clouds his sable chariot dosurroand, 

And the dull steeds stalk o*er the melancholy raond.* 

Of Prince Arthur's soldiers drinking. 

Whfle rich burgundian wine, and bright champaiisiu 
Chase from their minds the terror of the main, f 

whence we also learn, that burgundy and champai^ 
make a man on idiore despise a storm at sea. 

Of the Almighty encamping his regiments. 

He sank a vast capadoai deep, 

Where he his liquid regiments does keep. 
Thither the waves .file oflr,and make their way 
To form the mighty body of the sea ; 
Where they encamp, and in their station stand, 
EotrenchM in works of rock, and lines pf sand.^ 

Of two armies on the point of engaging. 

Yon' armies are the cards which both qmst play ; 
At least come off a saver, if you may : 



* Ambrose Philips. 

f Prince Arthur, p. 16. 

\ Blackmor^, Ps. civ. p. 261. 
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Throw boldly at the mm the gods have set ; 
Thete on your side will ail their fortunes belt* 

All perfectly ag;r€eable to the present customs and best 
fasbioDf of our metropQlis. 

But the principal branch of the alamode is the Prv- 
bisnt; a style greatlj adyanced and honoured of late 
by the practice of persons of the first quality ; and, by 
the encouragement of the ladies, not unsuccessfully in- 
troduced even into the drawing-room. Indeed its incre- 
dible progress and conquests may be compared to those 
of the great Sesostris, and are every where known by 
the same marksi, the images of the geliital parts of men 
or women. It consists wholly of metaphors drawn from 
two roost fruitfiil sources or springs, the very bathos of 
the human body, that is to say *** and ***** hiatus 
magnus lacknfmahilis ****. And selling of bargains, 
and double entendre, and T.iQQifip^9 and 'o>ii^iUha-iMi, 
all derived from the said sources. 

4. The Finical STYLB,f 

which consists of the most curious, affected, mincing me- 
taphors, and partaken of the alamode ; as the following : 

Of a brook dried Iqr the sun. 

Won by the siminia''s iniportuninc ray, 

Th* elopiog stream did firom her cliannel stray, 

And with enticing sun-beams stole away. I 

* Lee, Sophonisba. 

i lu which Faltoa*! Superficial JDiMertation on the Classics is writ- 
ten, who is very fiearftil to be thought a scholar, and makes an apolo^ 
gy for quoting a common piece of Latin. Dr. Wastq^l. 

\ Blackmore, Job, p. 2(f. 
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Of an easy death. 

W'liea watchfal death shall on his harvest look, 

Aad see thee, ripe with af^e, invite l)ie hook : 

Ue^ll gently cut tby bendiiig stalky and4bee - 

K>aj kindly la the grave, his granaiy.^ ^. 

Of trees in a storm. 

Oaks, whose ea.tended arRisthe win^sdefy. 

The tempest sees their strength, and sighd, and passes b^.f 

Of i?aler simmeriog crrer the fire. 

The sparkling flames^ raise water to & imile. 

Yet the pleasM liquor pines, and lessem aO tha w>bUe4 

5. Lastly, I shs^l plaee the Cvmbbou8,§ which 
moves heavily under a load of metaphors, and dnrvrs af- 
ter it a lung train of words; and the Buskik, or stately, 
frequently and with great felicity mixed with tlie for* 
mer. For, as the first b the pn^r engine to depress 
what is higli, so b the second to raise what is base and 
low to a ridiculous yfsibiiity. When both these can be 
done at once, tlieo is the bathos in perfection ; as when a 
man is set with hb head downwafd and hb Inreecb up« 
right, his degradation is complete : one end of liioi is as 
high as ever, only that end b the wrong one. Will not 
every true lover of the profound be delighted to behold 

* Blackmore, Joh, p. 23s. 
f Dean. 

] Anonymoovia Teosoa^MiaBtliaagrf Put 4. p.<SS&l. 
§ This i» the fodt of two eminent writers, who at the msm. 6ate 
alboand in transcendent beauties, and whom ibr that reama It Jf less 
iovidioot to mention^ Thomson and Johnson i and I lear evea ^Clten 
has famished an example t 

** I hear the sound of words, their sense, the air 
DIssolvdl, m^eiated, 6>er h reach my ear. 

Samson Agioaiiltas V. ITS. Df.'Wltoir. 
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the most vulgar and low actions of life exalted in the 
Ibllowiiig maimer ? 

Who luiocks at the door f 

For whom thosroddy pleads myknid-tongued gftt^/ 
That he may enter? 

See who is there ? 

Advanoe the fringed eortakis of thy eyes, 
And tell me who eomes yooda.* 

Shut the door. 

The wooden cuardiaB of our priirs^y 
Quick on its axle turn. 

Bring my clothea. 

firing me what nature, tailor to the bear, 
To man himself deoyM ; she gave me cold, 
Bot would not give me clothes. 

light the fire. 

Bring forth sone remnant of Promethean theft, 
Quick to expand th' inclement air coqgtalM 
Bj Boreas*s rude breath. 

SottflT the candle. 

Yon* luminary ampotation needs, 

Thus diallyoo save iti half extiqfuidiM 111^. 



Open the letter. 

Wax ! render up thy trustf 

Unocik the boUle, aod chip the tamd^ 

Apply ftlne engine to the spungy door I 
M BacdMf tnm his glasqy prison firet, 
Aad strip white Coti of her nut-brown eoet 

•Tc9(«t fTheohaldt Double lUMtooi 

Z)3 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A PROJECT FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE BATHO|P. 

Thus have I (my dear countrjmeu) with incredible 
paiDs and diligeDce discovered the bidden sources of the 
bathos, or, as I may say, broke open the abysses of this 
great deep. And having now established good and 
-wholesome laws, what remains, but that all true moderns 
with their utmost might do proceed to put the same in 
execution ? in order whereto, I think I shall, in the se- 
cond place, highly deserve of my country, by proposing 
such a scheme, as may facilitate this great end. 

As our number is confessedly far superior to that of 
the enemy, there seems nothing wanting but unanimity 
among ourselves. It is therefore humbly offered, that 
all, aud every individual of the bathos, do enter into 
a firm association, and incorporate into one regular bo- 
dy, whereof every member, even the meanest, will some 
way contribute to the support of the whole; in like man- 
ner as the weakest reeds, wlicn joined iu one bundle^ 
become infrangible. • To which end> our art ought to be 
put upon the same foot with other ails of this age. The 
vast improvement of modern manufactures, arises from 
their being divided into several branches, and parcelled 
out to several Iradcs : for instance, in clock-making, one 
artist makes the balance, another the spring, another the 
crown-wheels, a fourth the case, and the principal work- 
man puts all together; to this economy we owe the per- 
fection of our modern watches, and doubtless we also 
might that of our modern poetry and rhetoiic, were the 
several parts branched out in the like manner. 

iS'othiug is more evident than that divers persons, no 
other way remarkable, have each a strong dispositioo to 
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the formation of some particular trope or figure. Aris- 
totle saitb, that ** the hyperbole i» an ornament fit for 
young men of quality ;'' accordingly, we find in thoae 
gcnttemai a wonderful propensity toward it, which is 
marvellously improved by travelling. Soldien also, 
and seamen, are very happy in the same figure. The 
periphrasis^ or drcumlocutioo, is the peculiar talent of 
country farmers; the proverb and apolo^e^ of old men 
at clubs ; the dlipsisj or speech by half-words, of minis- 
ters and politicians; the apasiopesis^ of courtiers; the 
lieles^ or diminudon, of ladies, whisperers, and back- 
biten; and the anadiplosis of common criers and hawk- 
. en^ who, by redoubling the same words, persuade people 
to buy their oysters, green bastings, or new ballads. 
Epithets may be found in great plenty at Billingsgate; 
sarcasm and irony learned upon the water ; and the epi- 
pihanema, or exclamation, frequently from the bear-gar- 
den, and as frequently from the ^ Hear him'' of the 
house of commons. 

Now, each man applying his whole time and genius 
upon his particular figure, would doubtless attain to per- 
fection ; and when each became incorporated and sworn 
into the society (as hath been proposed) a poet or ora- 
tor would have no more to do, but to send to the parti- 
cular traders iu each kind ; to the metaphorist, Ibr his 
allegories ; to the simile-maker, for his comparisons ; to 
the ironist, for his sarcasms ; to the apothegmatist, for 
his sentences, &c. whereby a dedication or speech would 
be composed in a moment, the superior artist having 
nothing to do but to put together all tiie materials. 

I therefore propose, that there be contrived, with all 
convenient despatch, at the public expense, a rhetorical 

* All thii paragraph, doini to the words Id it, ** House of Commons,*' 
is wooderfuUy acute and satirical, efpecially the mentioaini; the 
Bear-garden. Dr. Warto?. 
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chest of drawers, coosisting of three stories ; the highest 
for the deliberative, the middle for the demonstrative, 
and the lowest for the judicial. These shall be divided 
into lod or places, being repositories for matter and ar- 
giuneot 10 the several kipds of oration or writing; and 
every drawer shall agaiu be subdivided into ceUsi re- 
sembling those of cabinets for rarities. The apartment 
for peace or war, and that of the liberty of the press, m^ 
in a very few days be filled with several aiguments pe^ 
fectly new ; and the vituperative partition will as eas% 
be replenished with a most choice collection, entirely of 
the growth and manufacture of the present age. Eveiy 
composer will soon be taught the use of thb cabinet, and 
how to manage all the registers of it, which will be 
drawn out much in the manner of those in an oigan. 

The keys of it must be kept in honest hands^ by some 
reverend prelate, or valiant officer, of unquestioned loy- 
alty and affection to every present establishment in 
church and state ; which will sufficiently guard against 
any mischief, that might otherwise be apprehended from 
it. 

And being lodged in such hands^ it may be at discre- 
tion let out by the day to several great wators in both 
houses : from whence it is to be hoped much profit and 
gain will also itccnie to our society. 
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CHAP. XIV.* 

aoW T» HAKE OBDICATIOIIfl, PAVBaTBICS, OB BAnKn, 
AlTD •» THE CM>LeVK8 OF HOKOVRABLB AND DI»* 
HONOUBABLE. 

Now of wh«t naoessity the foregoiog project may 
prove, win appear from this riog'le coDsideratioD, that 
nothlug is of equal coesequence to the succesB of oar 
mkkB, as speed and despatch. Ghreat pity it is that so- 
lid brains are not like other solid bodies, coostaotlj en- 
dowed with a velocity in sinking proportioned to their 
heaviness: ibr it is with tlie flowers of the bathos, as with 
those of nature, which, if the careful gardener brings ndt 
hastily to market in the morning, must unprofttably pe- 
rish and wither before night. And of 'all our produc- 
tions none b so short-lived as the dedication and pan^ 
gyrfc, which are often but the praise of a day, and 
lieoome by the next utterly useless^ improper, Indecent, 
mud false. This is the more to be lamented, inasmuch 
as these two are the sorts, whereon in a manner depends 
that profit, which must still be remembered to be the 
main end of our arriteii and qieakers. 

* It will be diflkohto tod mora knowledge ef liie, mora wit, more 
Atiie, more good iraae, in any pamage cf eiiiial length, than U com- 
friied in thb fbortefnth chapter. Perhapi Dryden's Dedication oT 
tiie State of Innocence to the duchess of York is a piece of the grasaeit 
and most algect adulatkm that ever disgraced tme genios, except in- 
deed the nauKOiis and ftdsome Dedication of iiwh a man as Coracille 
of hit Horace to Cardinal Ridilieu, after this proud churchman had 
treated him n iojiiriouily in the affair of the Gd. If it be thooght 
that I speak diiretpectfaUy of such a great minister aiBichliea, Ibcf 
leave to say, that one nch poet as ComeiUe is of mere real Tabe fhn 
•a hundred Blchlicoi, in the eyes Sf thOR wbo I9gvi fKiitl^Ofct 
UmittUoBSi Ar. Wiarox. 
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We shall therefore employ this chapter io showing tfae 
quickest method of composing them ; after irhich we will 
teach a short way to epic poetry. And these being 
eoofessedly the works of most importance and difficulty, 
it is presumed we may leave the rest to each author^s 
own learning or practice. 

First, of panegyric. Every man is honourable, who 
is so by law, custom, or title. The public aie better 
judges of what is honourable than private men. The 
▼irtues of great men, like those of plants, are inherent in 
.them, whether they are exerted or not ; and the more 
strongly inherent, the less they are exerted ; as a man is 
the more rich, the less he spends. All great ministers, 
without either private or economical virtue, are virtuous 
by their posts ; Liberal and generous upon the public 
money, provident upon the public supplies, just by pay- 
ing public interest, courageous and magnanimous by the 
fleets and armies, magnificent upon the public expensesi 
and prudent by public success. They have, by their 
office, a right to a share of the public stock of virtues ; 
besides, they are, by prescription immemorial, invested 
in all the celebrated virtues of their predecessors in the 
same stations, especially those of their own ancestors. 

As to what are comooonly called the colours of honoiiv- 
able and dishonourable, they are various in different 
countries: in this they are blue^ green^ and red* 

But, forasmuch as the duty we owe to the public doth 
often require, that we should put some -things in a strong 
light, and throw a shade over others, I shall explain the 
method of turning a vicious man into a hero. 

* A severe sarcasm od three orders of knighthood in this countr}'. 
But why ridicule such orders P Is it not of public utility^ ao.d coose- 
queotly providential, that there should be a sort of nuads in the world 
capable of being actuated and put into motioa l^ such otgects, Ss 
wits and philosopiicrs teJl trifle^' ? Pr. Wabtoiv. 
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The first and chief rule is the golden rule of trans- 
Ibnnation, which consists in converting vices into their 
bordering virtues. A man who is a spendthrift and 
will not paj a just debt, maj have his iojiistice trans- 
formed into liberality ; cowardice maj be metamorpo- 
sed Into prudeoct ; lotemperaDce into ||ood nalBre and 
good Mlovship ; corruption into patrioCisn ; and levd- 
nea into tcodcmen and facility. 

Thesecoodk the rale of contraries: it is certain, the 
less a nan is endued with any virtue^ the orare need he 
has to have it plentifully bestowed : especially those 
good qualities^ of winch the world generally believes he 
hath none at all : for who will thank a man for giving 
fafan that which he has ? 

The reverse of these precepts will serve for satire; 
wheran we are ever to remark, that whoso loses Ws 
l^ace, or b cci o uie s out of favour with the govermneD^ 
hath fbtfieited Us share In public praise and honour. 
Therefore the tiiily pidMic spirited writer ought in doty 
to strip him, whom the government hath stripped; 
which Is the real poetical jostloe of thb sge. For a 
iiill eollectioB of topks and epithets to be used in the 
praise and disprane of ministerial and uondnislerialpflr- 
800s» I refer to our rhetorical caUnet ; concluding with 
an earnest eshortalioo to all my breihren, to observe 
the precepts here laid down, the oegkct of whkb halb 
cost some of them thdr ears in tin ptHoiy. 
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CHAP. XV. 

A SECEIFT TO MAKE AV EPIC FOBM.* 

An epic poem, the critics egree, is the greatest vork 
human nature is capable of. They have already laid 
down many mechanical rules for compositions of this 
acfft, but at the same time they cut off almost all under- 
takers from the possibility of ever performing them ; for 
the first qualification they unanimously require in a 
poet, is a genius. I shall here endeavour (for the be- 

* A severe animadrersion is here iotended on Bosni ; who, After 
he haa been so many years quoted, commended, and followed, by a 
long train of respectable disciples, must, I am afk^id, alas ! be at last 
deierted and given up as a visionary and fantastic critic ; especial]^ 
for imagining, among other vaio and groundkas conceits and refine- 
ments, that Homer and Virgil first filed on some one moral truth or 
axiom, and then added a fable or story, with suitable names and 
characters, proper to illustrate the truth so fixed upon. Before BoHi, 
Mambrun had advanced the same doctrine, and treated it in a philo- 
•opbieal Aristotelian manner, in a laboured Dissertation, which he 
exemplified by a woAil Latin Epic Poem, intituled Constantinm. Ut 
was one of those many critics who may remind us of the fete of Boe- 
calioi, when bo wai appointed by Paul V. govenor of a smaU towot 
because he had written well on political sulifSects and on the art of 
government ; but was obliged to be recalled after three months ad* 
ministration for incapacity in the business. The lamentable Epic 
Poems that Boileau has strung together, the Jooas, the David, the 
Aloses, the Alaric, the Clovis, are exacUy of the sort and liie of Sir 
Richard's Job, Arthur, and Alfred ; from whom our ScriUerus takes 
fo many instances of the absurd. To these Voltaire has added a 
work that ought to be exempted from this catalogue, the St. Louis of 
the Jesuit Le Moine, who seems to have possessed a more vigorous 
and fertile fancy than any of his countrymen ; who, whatever talents 
they may lay claim to, are not eminent for imagination and creative 
powers. His poem is in eighteen books, on the Recovery of our 
8avioiir*s Crown of Thorns from the Saracens; the subject, therefore, 
closely resembles that of Tasso, certainly one of the most interesting 
subjects that has ever been treated. He has, like Tasso also, intro- 
duced machinery of angels, demons, apd magicians. The speech and 
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ueftt of my countrymeD) to make it manifest, that epic 
poems may be made witliout a genius, nay without learn- 
fog <» mueh reading. This must neceaarily be of great 
use to ail those who confess they never read, and of 
whom the world is convinced they never learn. Mo- 
liere observes of making a dinner, ** that any man can 
io it with money, and if a professed cook cannot do it 
without, he has his art for nothing." Tlie same may 
be said of making a poem. It is eanly brought about 
by him that has a genius, but the skill lies in doing it 
without one. In pursuance of this end, I shall present 
the reader with a plain and certain recipe, by which 
any autlior in the bathos may be qualified for this grand 
performance. 

behaviour of one of the latter, M irone, in the fifth book, page J4^, 
who caUi up from HcU the fbades of nmny departed tyranti, it con- 
ceived vith wondctid wildoca of faocj, heightened hy the Hene of 
this tranaactioa, netr the pyramids of Egypt ; especially when the 
ghoit of Saladm dedarei, vith an awful and tremeBdooi Toiee, that 
the Saltan naiit ilay Jus danghter ai an cspiatory ncrlfice. In dtert, 
thii poem ahoonde in the terriUe pacei, and ie in a tone and manner 
vtry aiporior to that generally med by the writen of Fraaee, and 
approachingtothenblimityof Dante or Milton; the noble firtiont 
of wboie F^radiw l«it« tbe cautlooi and levere BoQeaa hai, it li 
^magiaed, endeavoured to ridicule in the third canto of hii Art of 
Poetry, v. 193. 

*^ Et qnel ofa^ enfln i pfCKnter anx ytoz, 
Que le diable toiiionnbDrlaat eontre lei deux, 
Qni de votre h^roe veot rabaiaaer la gloire, 
Etiouvcnt avee Dieu balance la vietoire." 

What Boileau myi of the Epopee is the worst, and whatMannon- 
tel says, is the best part in their respective Arts of Poetiy. it ooght 
to be added, that although Le Moine frequently uses a turgid and 
hyperbolical style ; yet that he has prefixed a discourse on Heroic 
Poetry, iu which are many sensible and acute remarks. Le Moine is 
prused by Fonteoelle, vol. ii. of his works. V^oltaire very (hinkly 
aww, ** X«esFraocoJi nVmt pas b tete €piqi:e.'* Dr. 1Vabt<&-:. 
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For the Fable. 

Take out of aoj old poem, history-book, romance, or 
legend, (for instance, GeoiTrey of Monmouth, or Don 
Belianis of Greece,) those parts of the story which af- 
ford roost scope for long descriptions : put these pieces 
together, and throw all the adventures you fancy into 
one tale. Then take a hero, whom you may choose for 
the sound of his name, and put him into the niidst of 
tbese adventures : there let him work for twelve books ; 
at the end of which you may take him out, ready pre- 
pared to conquer or to marry ; it being necessary that 
.the conclusion of an epic poem be fortunate. 

To make an Episodx. 

Take any remaining adventure of yoiur former col- 
lection, IB which you could no way involve your hero : 
or any unfortunate accident, that was too good to be 
thrown away ; and it will be of use, applied to any 
tither person, who may be lost and evaporate in the 
course of the work, without the least damage to the 
GODipositioD. 

For the Moral and Allegory. 
These you may extract out of the fable afterwards, 
at your leisure : be sure you strain them sufficient^r- 

For the Manners."^ 

For those of the hero, take all the best qualities you 
can find in the most celebrated heroes of antiquity i if 

* A stroke of ridicule on Bossu. Tvro very difierent opioioos are 
held on Uiis subiject : and two very opposite ioterpretations are given 
•f the x^vtA nBn of Aristotle, and notandi mora of Horace. Dm* 
cier, Bossu, Shaftesbury, Harris, m^iotain that the words neao, thftt 
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ihey will not be reduced' to a consisteDcy, lay them all 
on' a heap upoo him. But be sure they are qualitkB, 
which your patron would be thought to have ; and to 
prevent any mistake, which the world may be subject 
to» select from the alphabet those capital letters that com- 
pose his name, and set them at the head of a dediciltioD 
before your poem. However, do not absolutely observe 
the exact quantity of these virtues, it not being deter- 
mined whether or not it be necessary for the hero of a 
poem to be an honest man. For the under characters, 
gather them from Homer and Viiigi], and diange the 
names as occasion serves. 

For the Machikes. 

Take of Deities^* male and female, as many as you 
can use : separate then) into two equal parts, and keep 
Jupiter in the middle ; let Juno put him in a ferment, 
and Venus mollify him. Remember on all occadons to 
make use of volatile Mercury. If you have need of 
devils, draw them out of Milton's Paradise, and eztrgct 
your spirits from Tasso. The use of these machines is 
evident; since no epic poem can possibly subsist with- 

the mannere should be only poetically good ; but Heioslus, Hare, Bat* 
teaux, Mannontel, and Twioing, inrist that tliey should be morally 
good. The Bucceediog paragraph about the use of machioeB cannot 
but remind one of the different opinions held on this sulgeGt by Petro- 
niuts by Botsu, by Hobbes, by Temple, by Hurd, by Voltaire, by 
Lord Kaims, by Blair, and Boileau. Ds. Wartoh. 

* In Dryden*s long dedication to Lord Donet of his translation of 
Juvenal, he gives an account of his design of writing an Epic Poem 
on the actions either of Artliur or the Black Prince, and of the machi- 
nery he intended to have used, on that occasion, which seems to have 
l>een happily and judiciously imagined, founded on an idea of a con- 
test bettreen the Guardian Angels of kingdoms. But Artliur was re- 
served for another fate, aid furoishei the mostabnird examples in the 
Bathos. Dr. Wabto!*.- 
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out them, the wisest way is to reserve them fiir yotix 
greatest necessities: when you caDoot extricate your 
hero by any human means, or yourself by your own wUt 
leek relief from heaven, and the Gods will do your bu- 
siness very i-eadily. This is according to the direct 
prescription of Horace in his " Art of Foetiy." 

*^ Nee deut iniersitf niti di^uM vindiu nodus 
Inciderii,^^ 

That is to say, a poet should never call upon the gods 
for their assistance, but when he is in great perplexity. 

JFor the Descriptions. 

For a Tempest, Take Eurus, Zephyr, Auster and 
Boreas, and cast them together in one verse : add to theM 
of rain, lightning and thunder (the loudest you can) 
quantum suffldt. Mix your clouds and billows well to- 
gether till they foam, and thicken your description here 
and tliere with a quicksand. Brew your tempest well 
in your head, before you set it a blowing. 

For a Battle. Pick a laige quantity of images audi 
descriptions from Homer's Iliad, with a spice or two of 
Yiigil, and if there remain any overplus, you may \iy 
them by for a skirmish. Season it well with similes^ aud- 
it will make an excellent battle. 

For a Burning Tanm. If such a description be ne- 
cessary (because it is certain there is one in Vii;gil) old 
Troy is ready burnt to your hands. But if you fear 
that would be thought borrowed, a chapter or two of 
Burnet's '' Theory of the Conflagration,"* well cir- 
cumstanced, and done into verse, will be a good auccc- 
daneum. 

* An andeserreA strcuu on a work fuH of itroDf imagery, Bar- 
nefi Theoiy. Dr. Waktok* 



OF SmKING IN POETRt. 91 

As for sindUes and metaphors^ they maj be found all 
over the creation; the most %noraQt may gather then, 
tmt the difficulty is in applying them. For this adyiie 
with your bodueller.* 

* The Difleonrse of Vbhaire on the £pic Poetf of ^ natioos, add- 
%d to hiB Henriade, conftaiDS many ialae and rude opioioiii, particu- 
larly eome ol:oee(ioo8 to Paradise Loot In the Oeneira edition of thii 
poem we are informed or a curious anecdote : When it was printed at 
London in 1726, in ^arto, by sobicription, Mr. Dadiky, a Gred, and 
' QBtire of Smyrna, who at that tiws resided iaLoodoo, saw by cbaaet 
the first leaf as it wasprlnting, where was the following line, 

" Qui forca les Francois i devenir heureux ;** 

be immediately paid a risit to the Author, and said to bin, " I aa 
of the oomitry of Homer ; he did not begin his Poems by a stroke .of 
Wit, by an Bnicma.** The Author immediately corrected the line ; 
bat I bes leave to odd, thathe did not eorrectoMDy others of the san^ 
modem kind. Voltaire has dropt a remark in the last edition of hii 
Bssay on Epic Poetry, which is not indeed ^ery favourable to the 
taste of his co uMlfym en ; but is perfectly tmeandjust, and wfaidihe 
etems to hare forgotteD ia some of his late assertiont : 

" It must be owned that it is more diflicult for a FrencIuBan to sn*- 
reed in Epic Poetry than for any other person ; but neither the con- 
ftraint of rhyme, nor the Atynem of onr language, is the cause of this 
difficulty. Shall I- ventore to name the eaoie? It ia becau«, of all 
polished nations, ours is the least poetic. The works in Terse, which 
are most in vogue in France, are i^eces for the theatre. These pieces 
most be written in a style that approaches to that of conversation. 
Despreaux has treated only didactic sol^ta, which rei|oii« simpli- 
city. It is well known that exactness and elegance constitute the 
chief merit of his verses, and those of Bacine; and when Despreaux 
attempted a sublime ode, he wai no longer I>espreanx. These exafli- 
plcf have aecustoaied the Freach to too uniforra a march.** 

Pr. WjbHr. 
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CHAP. XVL 

▲ PBOJECT FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE STAGE.* 

It may be thought that ve should not -wholly omit 
the drama, which makes so great and so lucrative a part 
of poetry. But this province is so well taken care of 
by the present managers of the theatre, that it is per- 
fectly needless to suggest to them any other methods 
than they have already practised for the advancement 
of the bathos. 

Here, therefore, in the name of all our brethren, let 
me return our sincere and humble thanks to the most 
august Mr. Barton Booth, the most serene Mr. Robert 
Wilks, and the most undaunted Mr. Colley Gibber; of 
whom let it be known, when the people of this age shall 
be ancestors, and to all the succession of our successors^ 
that to this present day they continue to outdo even 
their own outdoings ; and when the inevitable hand of 
sweeping time shall have brushed off all the works of to- 
day, may this testimony of a contemporary critic to their 
fame be extended as far as to-morrow. 

Tet if to so wise an administration it be possible any 
thing can be added, it is that more ample and compre- 

^ The character of a Player is in this chapter treated rather too 
contettiptuously. Johnson fell into the fame cant, and treated his old 
friend Garrick unkindly and unjustly, at a time when he was received 
into the familiarity of some of the best families in this country. Ba- 
ron, Chamelle, La Covreur, Du Menil, Le Kain, were equally renpect- 
ed in France. But tlie whole chapter is, in other respects, replete 
with incomparable and original humour, particularly the third, fifth, 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh articles of this project. 1 have not been 
able to discover that Booth, who was a man of excellent character, or 
Wilks, ever gave any such particular offence to our autiior as to de 
serve the sarcasms here thrown upon them. Dr. Waktos. 
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iieiuive scheme which Mr. Dennis and Mr. Gildon (the 
two greatest critics and reformers then living) made 
public in the year 1720, in a project signed with their 
names, and dated the second of February. I cannot 
better conclude than by presenting the reader with tihe 
substance of it 

" 1. It is proposed, that the two theatres be incorpo* 
rated into one company ; tliat the royal academy of 
music be added to them as an orchestra ; and diat Mr. 
Fi^ with his prize-fighters, and Yiolante with the rope^ 
dancers^ be admitted in partnership. 

" 2. That a spacious building be erected at the pot)* 
lie expense, capable of containii^ at least ten thousand 
spectators ; which is become absolutely necessary t^ 
(he great addition of children and nurses to the audience^ 
since the new entertainments.^ That there be a stage 
as large as the Athenian, wiiich was near ninety thousand 
geometrical paces square, and separate dii^nons for the 
iwo houses of parliament, my lords the judges, the 
honourable the directors of the academy, and the court 
of aldermen, who shall all have their places franlE. 

" 3. If Westmmster-hall be not allotted to th& set- 
Vice (which by reason of its proximity to the two cham- 
bers of parliament above mentioned seems not altoge* 
titer improper) it is left to the wisdom of the nation 
whether Somefset-house may not be demolished, and a 
theatre built upon that site, which lies convenient to re- 
ceive spectators irom the county of Surry, who may be 
wafted thither by water-carriage, esteemed hy all pro- 
jectors the cheapest whatsoever. To this may be added, 
tliat the river Thames may ia tiie readiest manner con- 
vey those eminent personages from courts beyond the 
seas, who may be drawn, either by cuiiosity to behold 

* PantomiiBes were then first exhibited in fineUiHl. B, 
vor. xxni. « 
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some of our most celebrated pieces, or by afiectiou to 
see their couutrjmen, the harlequiua aod euimcbs ; of 
wliich coavenient notice oiaj be given, for twojor three 
mouths before, in the public priuts. 

'' 4. That tlie theatie aboveaaid be environed \rkh a 
fail' quadrangle of buildings, fitted for the accommoda- 
tion of decayed critics and poets ; out of whom six of 
the most aged (their age to be computed from the year 
>rhcreui their first work was published) shall be elected 
to manage tlie afTaiis of the society, provided neverthe- 
less that the laureat for the time being may be alwa}'s 
one. The head or president over all (to prevent dis- 
putes, but too frequent among the learned) shall be the 
most ancient poet and critic to be found in the whole 
ialand. 

" 5. The male-players are to be lodged in the garrets 
of the said quadrangle, and to attend the persons of tjie 
poets dwelling under them, by brushing their apparel, 
drawing on tiieir shoes, and the like. The actresses arc 
to make their beds and wash their linen. 

'' 6. A large room shall be set apart for a library, to 
consist of all the modern dramatic poems, and all the 
criticisms extant. In the midst of this room shall be a 
round table for the council of six to sit and deliberate 
on the merits of plays. The majority shall determine 
the dispute : and if it should happen, that three and three 
should be of each side, the president shall have a casdog 
voice, unless where the contention may run so high as 
to require a decision by single combat. 

^ 7. It may be convenient to place the council of six 
in some conspicuous situation in the theatre, where, after 
the manner usually practised by composers io music, 
tliey may give sigps (before settled and agreed upon) of 
dislike or approbation. In consequence of these Bij|;n8 
the whole audience shull be required to clap or hiss, that 



OF SINKING IN POETRY. Qj 

the town maj learn certaiolf, when and how far they 
ought to be pleased. 

" 8. It 18 submitted, whether it would not be proper 
to distinguish the council of 9ix by some particiihir 
habit or gown of an honourable shape and colour, to 
which may be added a square cap and a white wand. 

^ 0. That to prevent unmarried actresses mifcing 
away with their infants, a competent provision be allow- 
ed for the nurture of them, who shall for thati«ason be 
deemed the children of the society ; and that they may 
be educated according to the genius of thieir'pareuHs,' 
ihc said actresses shall declare upon oath (as* far. as their- 
memory will allow) the true names and qualities. of 
their several fadiers. A private gentleman V son 'shtiU 
at the public expense be brought up a page to attend* the- 
council of six : a more ample provision shall be miade- 
ibr the sou of a poet, and a greater still for the son of a 
critic. 

'< 10. If it be discovered, that any actress is got with 
child during the interludes of any play, wherein she 
hath a part, it shall be reckoned a neglect of her busi- 
ness, and she shall forfeit accordingly. If any actor for 
ilie future shall commit murder, except upon the stage, 
lie shall be left to the laws of the knd ; the like is to 
be understood of robbery and theft. In all other cases, 
particularly in those for debt, it is proposed that this, 
like the other courts of Whitehall and St. James's, may 
be held a place of privilege. And whereas it has been 
found, that an obligation to satisfy paltry creditors has 
been a discouragement to men of letters, if any person 
of quality or others shall send for any poet or critic of 
this society to any remote quarter of the town, the said 
poet or critic shall freely pass and repass, without being 
liable to an arrest. 
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^11. The forementiooed scheme, in its several re- 
gulations, may be supported by profits arising from every 
third-night throughout the year. And as it would be 
hard to suppose, that so many persons could live with- 
out any food (though from the former course of their 
lives a very little will be deeriied sufficient) the roastem 
of calculation will, we believe, agree, that out of those 
profits the said persons might be subsisted in a sober and 
decent manner. We will venture to affirm farther, that 
not only the proper magazines of thunder and lightniogi 
but paint, diet-drinks, spittiog-pots, and all other neces- 
saries of life, may in like manner fairly be provided 
for. 

** 12* If some of the articles may at first view seem 
liable to objections, particularly those that give so vast 
a power to the council of six (which is indeed larger 
than any entrusted to the great officers of state) this 
may be obviated by swearing those six persons of Us 
majesty's privy council, and obliging them to pass every 
thUig of moment previously at that roost honourable 
board*** 

Valey eifruere^ 

MAR. SCRIB. 
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SUMMI CRITICI, 

CASTIOATIONUM IN ^NBIDEM 
SPECIMEN. 

^XBiDBK totam, amke kcUuTj ioDiunenUUbus pert 
awodii flcaturlMilcii^ ad pristiBUffl aeonm revocaU- 
BOii In iliifiilit fere venibm Bpuris oecunreDt lee- 
tiooes, in offlQibiu qnoB uoquam yidi codidbtu, aiit Fiil- 
gatia aut inediln^ ad of^probrioin usque criticoniiii, in 
huie diem ententes. loterea ad^erte ociilos, et liis 
paucis fraere. At n qiue slot in hisce castigationibus^ 
de quSbus non satis liquet, s^Uabanim quantitates^ 
w^AtyiiA0m nostra libro ipsi prsfigenda, at consolas^ 
mnneo,. 



4f% It is very easy, but very ungrateful, to ^u£h at ^collectors o^ 
^arioos readingi, and adjusters of te^ts, those poor pioneers of litera- 
ture ; who drag forward 

A waggon load of meanings for one word. 
While A's deposed, and B with pomp reitorM. 

To the iadefatigaUe researcheiof many a Dutch commentator and 
German editor, are we indebted for that ease and facility with which 
we arc now enabled to read. " I am persuaded," says Bayle, •* that 
the ridiculous obstinacy of the first critics, who lavished lo much of 
their time upon the question, whether we ought to ny Virgiliai <#. 
Vergilius, has been ultimatdy of great use ; they thereby inspired 
men with an extreme reoeration for antiqnity, they dispowd them to 
a sedulous inquiry into the conduct and character of the ancient Qye- 
cians and Romans, and that gave occcasiMi to their improving biy 
thoie great examples.*^ Diet. Tom. v. p. 785. I have always Immb 
struck with the following words of a commentator, who was also a 
great pbikMopher, 1 mean Dr. Clarke; who tlnii fliMfaec the prefkee to 
his incomparable edition ofJHomer. *' Levia quidem hsec, ct parvt 
forte, si per se spectentnr momeoti. Sed ex elementis constant, ex 
priociitiis orinnter, omnia : £t ez judicii consnetadine In rebus minntis 
adhlWta,pcQdet scpissim^ in raaximit vera atque accnrata sciewtia.** 
Heal scholars will always speak with due regard of sach luune^i ai 
t'\e Scaligers, Salmasiuses, HeiuMuscs, Bumians, Reiakiu?es, Mark- 
lands, Ocsnerv, Heyne, Toups, Bentleys and Hares. " Sahi se 
qu'on appelle les erudits,*^ says Marmontel, very sensibly, ** sous 
serioni encore barbare*. C'est graca aux lumieres qu^ih ont tranvk 
tniscF, que leurs Merits ne Boni plutf de saison/* Jortin used frequent- 
ly to mention this attempt to discredit emendatory criticisms, with 
strong marks of derision ; and I have bow before me, a letter fk«m 
Toup to Mr. Thomas Warton, in the same strain. Dr. Wavtqjk. 
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I. SPECIMEN LIBRI PRIMI, Ver. I. 

Arma Tirumque caoo, Trqjs qui priiDiu ab oris 
liBimDf/ato profugu^ Lavinague venit 
Litora. Muitum ilie et iemsjaeMus et alto, 
Vi Buperiini— 

Arma virumque caoo, Trojse qui primus ab oris 
Italiain,yiaeii profugos, Laiinaqve venit 
Littora. Muitum ille et iemsvcxatuSy et alto 
Vi superiim 

Ab onV, nempe Hereon Joms, vide lib. ii. yer 512, 
550— ;/faftf Teutonun .45^, ut sequitur — Laima certe 
littora cum .tineas aderat, Lcmui odd nisi postea ab 
ipso Domiiiata, lib. xia. ven IdZ^-jaeUOus terris oon 
coovenit. 

II- Veb. 52. 

Et qnisqius numen Junema adoret ? 
Et quisquis nomen Junonis adoret ? 
lionge meliuB, quaro, ut antea, numeuy et proculdubio 
sic Virgilius. 

III. Yer. 86. 

VeDlif yeiai agmine factOy 

(iua data porta ruuut 

Yeoti, Telut aggere/rado, 
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diia data porta ruuat 



Sic corrige, meo periculo. 

IT. Ver. 117. 

Fidumquc vebebat Orantem. 
Fortanque vebebat Orontetn. 
Non fidujUy quia epiiheton t^chatce notissimum Oronti 
nunqiiam datiir. 

T. Ver. 110. 

£xcutitur, proDUsque magister 
Volvitur ill caput 

Excutitur: pronugque ittoytV <er 

Volvitur Iq caput 

Ak> Vbgilium aliter noD scripsissei quod plant coo- 
finoatur ex sequeaUbus — Astilhm ierftuctu9 ilritbm 

W. Ver. 122. 

Apparent rari naotes in gurgite vast» 
Armu viitbii 

Anm hmatman: ridicule antea arma virikti^ qasB ex 
ferro conflata^ quomodo possunt naiare ? 

VII. Vee, 151. 

Atqae rotis sunmma kviter perlabitnr tmifo. 
Atque rotis sfumas leviter perlabitur uiaa. 
Summas et leviier perlaU, pkonaamua est : mirifict al« 
tera lectio Neptuui agilitatem ct celeritatem exprimit i 
simili modo noster de Camilla, Mn, xi. 

lUe vel intacta segeiis per sutnma volariti &c. hjpet* 
boiled. 
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Vin. Veb- 154. 

Jamqut faces ex saxa TolaDt, fitrar arma mmstrat. 

Jam faces et saxa vAlant, fitghudque ndmstri : 

uri soleDt, instantl periculo — Faxe* fadbus bngd pne- 

staot, quid enim nisi fseces jactareot Tulgus sordl- 

dum? 

IX. Vbr. 170. 

FroDte sub ad versa scopulis pendentUms aotruiDy 
Intus aquae dulces, yivoque sedilia saxo. 
Fronte sub ad versa pcpuUs pramkntilms antrum. 

Sic malim,^ loDg^ potids quam scopulis pendenUbus : 
DUgx ! DODue Tides veisu sequenti dukes aquas ad po- 
tanduHi et seAUa ad discumbeodum dari ? in quorum 
usum? quippe p*aiidbiHMtit. 

X. VxB. 1^8. 

Tres littore eervos 
Froq[>icit errantes: bos toia ann^jito sequuntur 
A teigo 

Tres littore cmvos 
Aspicit errantes : bos agndna Ma sequuot^r 

A tergo 

Cerm^ lectio vulgata, absurditas notiniina : hsec aoimalia- 
in Africa dod ioventa, quia nesdt ? at moius^ H ambulant 
A rUus eorvoruiD, quis aon agnoyit boc loco? IMare^ 
locus ubi errant corvi, uti noster alibi,- 

Et sola in sicca secum spatiatur arena. 
Omen pnEclarisdmum, immo et agndnUms udUtum 
frequenter obseryatum, ut patet ex butoricis, 

* Ooe would think this note was written to ridicule Warburtoa, not 
Bentley'i mode of critkiaiDs; it is so exactly apposite townj of his 
interpretatioiis. Dr. Wjiwros. 

E 2 
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XI. Ver. 748. 

Arcturuffl, pluviasque 'H.ydide8fgemnosqu£ Trianes 
Error gravissimus. Corrigo — sepUmquc Trivnes. 

XII. Ver. 631. 

Quare agite, O juvenes, teetis succedite nostris* 

Lectis potius dicebat Dido, polita magis oratiooe, et quae 

UDica voce et torum et mensam exprimebat: Hanc. 

lectionem probe coDfiimat appellatio Ojuvenes! Dupli- 

cem huDC sensiiro alibi etiam Maro lepide inouit, Mn* It. 

ver. 19. 

Huic UDi forsao potui succumbere culpce: 

AoDa ! fetebor enim— ' — 

Sic corriges, 

Huic uni [viro scil.] potui succumbere culpas '/ 

Auna ! fatebor enim, etc. 

Vox succumbere quam eleganter ambigua ! 



LIBER SECUJSTDUS. Ver. I. 

CoNTicuERB omnes, iotentique ora teucbaDt, Inde 
ioro pater iEoeas sic orsus ab alto. 

Concabuere omues, inUntique ora teoebant ; 
Inde toro stUur Mu^bs sic orsus ab alto. 
Cancubuere, quia toro iEoeam vidimus accumbentera : 
quiu et altera ratio, scil. conOcuere el ora tenebant^ tauto- 
logies dictum. lo maouscripto perquam rarissimo iu 
patris museo, legitur, ore gemebant ; sed magis ingebiosS 
quam vcrS. Satur ^oeas, quippe qui jamjam a prandio 
Mirrexit : paler oibil ad rem. 
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II. Vkiu 3. 

Irfandumj regiDa, jubes rcDOvare dolorem. 
Infantum^ regioa, jubes renovare dolorem. 
Sic haud duhho Terterrimis codicibuB Bcriptum fuuse : 
quod satis coDstat ex perautiquft i11& BritaDOorum cauti- 
]en& vocat& Chev^ Chacet cujua autor huDC locum sibi 
asciFit 10 hsec verba. 

The child may rue that is unborn. 

III. Vkr. 4. 

TrojanaB ut cpesy et lameotabile reguum 

Eruerint Danai. 

Trojaoas ut oves et lameotabile regoum 

DiruerinU 

Mallem ates potiik quam opeSy quooiam ia aotiquissi- 
mis illis temporibus oves et arroeuta divitise regum 
fuere. Yel fortasse aves ParidisAunmU quas super Idam 
iiuperrime pascebat, et jam in viodictam pro Heleuae 
raptu, a Meoelao, Ajace, [vid. Hor. Sat. ii. 3.] aliiaque 
ducibus, merito occisas. 

IV. Ver. 5. 

Quseque ipse miserrima vidiy 
£t quoruoi pars magoa fui. 

Quxque ipse wiscrrimus audiy 

Et quorum pars magoa fui 

Omoia tarn audita quam insa recte distioctiooe enarra- 
re hie iEocas profitetur : multa quorum oox ea falalis sola 
cooscia fuit, Tir probus et pius taoquam mareferre oon 
|K)tuit. 

V. Ver. 7. 

Quis talia/oiidb 

Temperet a lao^mis? 

e3 
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(i;Qk Midi flendk, 
Temperet in lacbrjmis? 

Major enim doloris indication absque mode lacbiynone^ 
quaiD sotummodo a lacluymii non temperare. 

VI. Ybr.O. 

Et jam nox humiek eo^ 
PnecipitatfSuadeotque cmtotfta sydera somnofr 

£t jam Dox hanina ccelo 
Fneciintatj saadentque UUeniia sydera mnddos. 

Iiectio, kumkbj TeBpertiDom rorem solum immere 
Yidetur : ma^s mi anridet lumma, quas lateniia postquam^ 
prac^^itanhtr^ aarons adveotum aQOunciant. 
Sed si tantuB amor casus^ cognoecere nastrosj 
£t hrmter Trojoe supretmtm audire labcrem. 
Sed u iantuft amor cwras cognoecere nocHs, 
£t hrevi ter Trojee sugerHmque audire lahcres, 

Cura J\/ooHs (scilicet noctis excidii Trojani) magis 
compeodios^ (vel ut dixit ipse brevker) totam belli ca- 
tastrophen denotaf, quto diffusa ilia et indetermiQata 
lectiOb casus nostras. Ter audire gratum fuisse Didooi, 
patet ex libro quarto, ubi didtur, lUaeasqve itemln 
demens audire lahcres exposcii : Ter eoim pro sa^ usur* 
patur. Treji/i^ superumque labares^ rect^ quia noo tan- 
tum homiaes sed et Dii sese his laboribus immiscuerunt. 
Vide ^D. ii. ver. 610, eU. 
Quaoquam animus memioisse horret, btctuque re/ugUf 

liiGipiam. 

QMBoquam animus meminisse horret, lactusque resurgii, 

Rtsurgit mu1t5 proprids dolorem renascentum jiotat 
quam at hactenus, refugU. 

VII. Ver. 19. 

Vradi bello, fatisque repulsi 
JDttctores Danadm, tot jam labentibus auiis 
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lostar montis equum, divina Palladis arte 

^dificant &c, 

TVacH bdlo^ btiBqiie repulsi. 

TracHetr^ptdsiy aoUtlieab perpulcbra ! fVwfj,fri|^ 
et Yulgaritdr. 

Eqman jam Trojamim{vLi vulgus loquitur) adeamus ; 
quem si equam Gracam Yoeabl^ lector, miiiiiBe pecceg : 
aols enim femellc uteio gestaot Utemmque armato 
ndlite campUni — ^Uteroque recussp Insmmtre cavtc — 

Atque utero smnium quaUt arma detkre Incbtsot 

nfcero DmuufSy Ac Yox fitia non cooTenit maribui, — 
SamdUfaUiUs maehtda mmrw, Foeta ormu— — Palla- 
dem viigineiii, equo maiifahrieando iimgilare deeuine, 
quis putat ? et incredible prarsui I Qmoiobreiii ezistimo 
Teram equm lectiooem panm restitueDdain, nisi ubi forte, 
metri Gau8Ba,«9inmiiKitiiisquam equam^gemu, proMzw, 
dixit Maia Yale I dam h»c paucuk corrigeit, majus 
tipafl moreoi.'* 

* There k mudi pleaaantry in npponng it ahoald be the Tn4>» 
mare, and net hone j and in the reasoni assigned for this new reading, 
"^he HUBeBiay be ssdd of altering fecfii for fecfif, ver, 031 ; and of ^ 
tmng. 9jfn for ever, ver. 4, chap. 3. Dr» Wistom. 
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AN ESSAY 



OF THE 



LEARNED MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS, CONCERNING THE 

ORIGIN OF SCIENCES. 



1¥BITTEN TO THE MOST LEARNED DR. — — F. R. 8. 
FROM THE DESERTS OF NUBIA. 

Among all the inquiries Tphich have been pursued 
bj the curious and inquisitive, there is none more wor- 
thy tlie search of a learned head, than the source from 
-whence we derive those arts and sciences which raise 
us so far above the vulgar, the countries in which thej 
rose, and the channels bj which they have been con- 
veyed. As those, who first brought them among us, at- 
tained them by travelling into the remotest parts of the 
earth, I may boast of some advantages by the same 
means ; since I write this from the deserts of iEthiopia, 
from those plains of sand, which have buried the pride of 
invading armies, with my foot perhaps at this instant 
ten fathom below the grave of Cambyses ; a solitude to 
which neither Pythagoras nor Apolionius ever penetrat- 
ed. 

It is universally agreed, that arts and sciences were 
derived to us from the ^Egyptians and Indians ; but from 
whom they first received them is as yet a secret. The 
highest period of time, to which the learned attempt to 
( race them, is the beginning of the Assyrian monarchy, 
when t heir inventors were worshipped as gods. It is 
therefore necessary to go backward into times even 
more remote, and to gain some knowledge of their lis- 
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t«'y, Itoid whatever dark and broken hints may any 
way be found in ancient authors concerning them. 

Nor Troy nor Thebes were the first oi empires ; ve 
have mentioD, though not hbtories, of an early warlike 
people called tlie Fygmaeans. I cannot but persuade 
myself from those accounts in Homer,"* Aristotle, and 
others, of their history, wars and revolutioiu^ and from 
the veiy air in which those authors speak of them as of 
things known, that they were then a part of the study of 
the learned. And though all we directly hear is of their 
military achievements, in the brave defence of their 
counl^ from the annual invasions of a powerful enemy, 
yet I cannot doubt, but that they excelled as much in 
the arts of peaceful government ; though there remain 
no traces of their civil institutions* Empires as great 
have been swallowed up in the wreck of time, and such 
sudden periods have been put to them, as occasion a to- 
tal ignorance of their stoiy. And if I should conjecture, 
that the like happened to this nation from a general ex- 
tirpation of the people by those floi^s of monstrouB 
birds, wherewith antiquity agrees they were continuilij 
infested ; it ought not toseemjBore incredil>le, than that 
one of tlie Balears was wasted by rabbits, Smynthe 
by mice,t and of late Bermudas almost depopulated by 
rats4 Nothing is more natural to imagine, than that 
the few survivors of that empire retired iuto the depths 
of their deserts, where itiey lived undisturbed, till they 
were found out by Osiris in his travels to instruct man- 
kind. 

** He met," says IModorus,$." in Ethiopia a sort of 
little Satyrs, who were hairy one half of their body, and 
whose leader Pan accompanied him in his expedition 

• 

^ II. iii. Horn. f Eustathius in Horn. 11. i 

' Speede^in Bermndtu. { Diod. 1. i.cb. IB. 
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for the civilizing of mankind.'^ Now of this great pe^ 
sonage Pan we have a very particular description in the 
ancient writers ; who unanimously agree to represent 
him shaggy-bearded, hairy all over, half a man and half 
a beast, and walking erect with a stafT, the posture in 
which his race do to this day appear among us. And 
since the chief thing to which he applied himself was the 
civilizing of mankind, it should seem, that the first prin- 
ciples of science must be received from that nation, to 
which the gods were by Homer* said to resort twelve 
days every year, for the conversation of its wise and 
just inhabitants. 

If from Egypt we proceed to take a view of India, we 
diall find, that their knowledge also derived itself from 
the same source. To that country did these noble crea- 
tures accompany Bacchus in his expedition under the 
conduct of Silenus, who is also described to us with the 
same marks and qualifications. ^ Mankind is ignorant," 
saith DiodoniSjt " whence Silenus derived his birth, 
through hb great antiquity ; but he had a tail on his 
loins» as likewise had all his progeny, in sign of thehrde- 
scent** Here then they settled a colony, which to this 
day subsists with the same tails. From this time they 
seem to have communicated themselves only to those 
men, who retired from the converse of their own species 
to a more unintenupted life of contemplation. I am 
much inclined to believe, that in the nddst of those soli- 
tudes they instituted the much celebrated order of 
gymnosophists. For whoever observes the scene and 
manner of their life, will easily find them to have imi- 
tated with all exactness imaginable the manners and 
customs of their roasters and instructors. They are said 
to dwell in the thickest woods, to go naked, to suflfer 

»n.i. i Diod. 1. iii. ch. 09. 
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their bodies to be over-run with hahr, and their daih to 
ffNxw to a prodigionB length. Phitarch says,* ** they eat 
what they could get in the fields, theilr drink was water, 
and their bed made of leaves or moss.** And Heroda- 
tust tells us^ that they esteemed it a great exploit to 
kill very many ants or creeping things. 

Hence we see, that the two nations which contend for 
the origin of learning, are the same that have ever most 
abounded with this ingenious race. Though they have 
contested, which was first blest with tlie rise of science, 
yet have they conspired in being grateful to their com- 
mon masters. Egypt is so well known to have wor- 
shipped them of old in their own images ; and India may 
4ie credibly supposed to have done the same, from that 
adonlkn whidi they paid in latter times to the tooth 
of one of these hairy philosophers ; in just gratitude, as 
it riuKild seem, to the mouth, from which they received 
their knowledge. 

Pass we now over into Greece; where we find Or* 
pbeus returning out of Egypt, with the same intent as 
Osiris and Bacchus made their ezpedilions. From this 
period it was, that Greece fint heard the name of satyrs, 
er owned them for semidei. And hence it is surely rea- 
aonabk to conclude, that he brought some of this won- 
derftil Bpeaea along with him, who also had a leader of 
the Mne of Pan, of the same name, and expressly called 
king by Theocritus.]: If thus much be allowed, we 
easily account finr two of the strongest reports in all an- 
Hquity. One is» that erf the beasts following the music 
of Orj^us) which has been interpreted of his taming 
savage tempers* but will thus have a literal application. 
The other, which we most msist upon, is the fabuhms. 



* Plutarcli In his Orat on Alexander's fortime. 
t Herod. 1. L \ n^y' Ara^. The^r. Id. i. 
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stoiy of the gods compreniiig women in woodf under 
bestial appearances ; wliich will be solved by the love 
these sages are known to bear to the females of our kied. 
I am sensible it ma^ be objected, that they are stdd to 
have been compressed in the sliape of different animals; 
but to this we answer, that women under sucli apprehen- 
fiioos hardly know what shape tliey have to deal with. 
From what lias been last said, it is highly credible, 
that to tills ancient and generous race the world is in- 
debted, if not for the heroes, at least for the acutest wits 
of antiquity. One of the most remarkable instancesi is 
that great mimic genius iEsop,* for whose extraction 
from these ^Ive^tres kommes we may gatlier an aigur 
roent from Planudes, who says, that JEaop signifies the 
same thing as ^thiop^ the original nation of our people. 
For a second argument we may offer the description of 
his person, which was short, deformed, and almost savage; 
insomuch that he might have lived in the woods, had 
not the benevolence of his temper made him rather 
adapt himself to our manners, and come to court ia 
wearing apparel. The third proof is his acute and sati-' 
rlcal wit ; and lastly, his great knowledge in the nature 
of beasts^ t<^etber with the natural pleasure he took to 
speak of them upon all occauons. 

The next instance I shall produce is Socrate&t 
First, it was a tradition, that he was of an uuconunoa 
birth from the rest of men : secondly, he had a oNuite- 
nance confessing the line he spruqg from, being bald, flal- 
nosed, with prominent eyes, and a downward look: 
thirdly, he turned certain fables of .£sop into verse, 
probably out of the respect to beasts in general, and love 
to his family in particular. 

* Vit. i&op. initio. f See Piato and \eaophon. 
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In procen of time the women, with whom these Syl- 
vana would have lovioglj.cohabited, were either taoglit 
hy maakiod, or induced bj an abhorrence of their 
shapei, to shun their embraces; so that our sages were 
necessitated to mix with beasts. This by degrees occa- 
sioned the hair of their posterity to grow higher than 
their middles ; it rose in one generation to thehr anns^ 
in the second it invaded their necks, in the third it gain- 
ed the ascendant of their heads, till the degenerate ap- 
pearance, in which the species is now immersed, became 
completed. Though we must here observe, that thiere 
were a few, who fell not under the common calatnity ; 
there being some unprejudiced women in every age, by 
virtue of whom a total. extinction of the original race was 
prevented. It is remarkable also, that even where they 
were mixed, the defection from their nature was not s6 
entire, but there still appeared marvellous qualities among 
ihem, as was manifest in those who followed Alexander 
in India. How did they attend his army and survey 
liis order ! how did they cast themselves into the same 
forma for march or for combat! what an imitation wan 
thoe of all his diciplioe t the ancient true remains oi a 
warlike dbpoeitioii, and of that constitution} which they 
enjoyed, while they were yet a monarchy. 

To proceed to Italy: at the first appearance of these 
wild philosophers, there were some of the least mixed 
who vouchsafed to converse with mankind; which is 
evident from the name of Fauns,* i^fanda, or speaking. 
Sudi was he, who coming out of the woods in hatred 
to tyranny, eoooaraged the Roman army to proceed 
against the Hetruicans, who would have restored Tar- 
quio. But here, as in all the western ports of the woridf 
there was a great and menMurable era, in which they be< 

» Livr 
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gan to be silent. This we may place something aear 
the time of Aristotle, when the number, vanitj, and fol- 
ly of human philosophers increased, by which men*8 
heads became too much puzzled to receive the simpler 
wisdom of these ancient Sy Ivans ; the questions of that 
academy were too numerous to be consistent with their 
ease to answer; and too intricate, extravagant, Idle^ or 
pernicious, to be any other than a derision or scorn unto 
them. From this period, if we ever hear of their giv- 
ing answers, it is only when caught, bound, and eoo- 
strained, in like manner as was that ancient Oieclan 
prophet, Proteus. 

Accordingly we read in Sylla's* time of such a phi- 
losopher taken near Dyrrachium, .who would not be per- 
suaded to give them a lecture by all they could say ta 
him, and only showed his power in sounds by nelgUog 
like a horse. 

But a more successful attempt was made in Augus- 
tus's reign by the inquisitive genius of the great Tligll ; 
whom, together with Varus, the commentators suppose 
to have been the true persons, who are related in the 
sixth BucoHck to have caught a philosopher, and doubt- 
less a genuine one of the race of the old Silenus. To 
prevul upon him to be communicative (of the importance 
of which Virgil was well aware) they not only tied Um 
fast, but allured him likewise by a courteous present off 
a comely maiden called iEgle, which made him ring feioth 
merrily and instructively. In this song we have their 
doctrine of the creation, the same in all probability as 
was taught so many ages before in the great pygnuean 
empire, and several hieroglyphical fables under which 
they couched or embellished their morals. For which 

J^ VW. Plutarch, in Vit.SyUap. 
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reasoD I look upoo thb Bucolick as tu iaestimable tea- 
sure of the moat aodent science. 

In the rdgD of ConstaDtiae we hear of aootber takea 
io a net, and broqf^ht to Alexandria, round whom the 
people flocked to hear bis wisdom ; but as Ammiaoni 
Marcellimis reporteth, he proved a dumb philosopher; 
and only instructed by action. 

The last we shall speak o( who seemeth to be of the 
true race, is said by St. Jerome to liave met St Antho- 
nj* in a desert ; who inquiring the way of him, he 
showed his understanding and courtesy bj pointing, but 
would not answer, for be was a dumb philosopher 
also. 

Tliese are all the notices, which I am at present able 
to gather, of the appearance of so great and learned a 
people on your nde of the world. But if we return to 
their ancient natire seata^ Africa and India, we shall 
there find, even in modem times, many traces of thehr 
original conduct and valour. 

In Afiica (as we read among the indefatigable Mr. 
Purchases collections) a body of them, whose leader 
was inflamed with love for a woman, by martial power 
and stratigem won a fort from the Portuguese. 

But I must leave all othen^ at present, to celebrate 
the praise of two of their unparalleled monarchs in In- 
dia. The one was Perimal the Magnificent, a prince 
DMMt learned and communicative; to whom in Malabar 
their excess of zeal dedicated a temple, raised on seven 
hundred pillars, not inferior in Mafiseus'st opinion to 
those of Agrippa in the Pantheon. The other, Hani- 
mant the Marvellous, his relation and suocessor, whose 
knowledge was so great, as made his followers doubt if 
even that wise species could anive at such perfection : 

» Vit.€t. Ant tMaffi 1 I 
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aod therefore they rather imagiDed him and hiB race a 
sort of gods formed ioto apes. His was the tooth which 
the Portuguese took in Bisnagar 1559, for which the tn- 
dians offered, according to Linschotten,* the immense 
sum of seven hundred thousand ducats. ]!Q'or let me 
quit this head without mentioning with all due respect 
Oran Outang the Great, the last of this line ; whose 
unhappy chance it was to fall into the hands of Europe- 
ans. Oran Outang, whose value was not known to us, 
for he was a mute philosopher : Oran Outang, by whose 
dissection the learned Dr. Tysonf has added a confir- 
mation to this system, from the resemblance between the 
homo sylvestris and our human body, in those organs by 
which the rational soul is exerted. 

We must now descend to consider this people as sunk 
into the hruta natura by their continual commerce with 
l)easts. Yet even at this time, what experiments do they 
uot afford us, of relieving some from the spleen, and 
otliers from imposthumes, by occasioniog laughter at pro- 
per seasons ! with what readiness do they enter into the 
imitation of whatever b remarkable in human life ! and 
what surprising relations have le Comte;^ and others 
given of their appetites, actions, conceptions, affections, 
varieties of imaginations, and abilities capable of puisu- 
iug them ! If under their present low circumstances of 
birth and breeding, and in so short a term of life as is 
now allotted them, they so far exceed all beasts^ and 
equal many men ; what prodigies may we not conceive 
of those, who were nati meUoribus anniSy those primi- 
tive, longeval, and antediluvian man-tigers, who fiat 
taught science 4p the world ? 



* Lioschot cb. 44. P. 

f Dr. Tyton'a An-dtom7 of a Pigmy, 4to. P. 

t Father Ic Comte, a Jesuit, in the account of his traveli. P. 
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This account, irhkli is entirely xnj own, I Am proud 
to imagine has traced knowledge from a fountain cor- 
respondent to seyeral opinions of the ancients, though 
hitherto undiscovei-ed both by. them and the more in- 
genious moderns. And now what shall I say to tnan- 
kind in the thought of this great discovery ? what, but 
that they should abate their pride, and consider that the 
authors of our knowledge are among the beasts ? that 
these, who were our elder brothers by a day in the crea- 
tion, whose kingdom (like that in the scheme of Plato) 
was governed by philosophers, who flourished with 
Jearning in iEthiopia and India, are now distinguished 
and known only by the same appellation as the man-tiger 
and the monkey ? 

As to speech, I make no question, that there are re- 
muns of the first and less corrupted race in their native 
deserts, who yet have the power of it. But the vulgar 
reason given by the Spaniards, ^' that they will not 
speak for fear of being set to work," is alone a sufficient 
one, considering how esceedingly all other learned per- 
sons affect their ease. A second is, that these observant 
creatures, having been eye-witnesses of the cruelty witli 
whidi that nation treated their brother Indians, find it 
accessary not to show themselves to be men, that tliey 
may be protected not only from work, but from cruelty 
also. Thirdly, they could at best take no delight to 
converse witli the Spaniards, whose grave and sullen 
temper is so averse to that natural and opencheeifulncss, 
which is generally observed to accompany all true 
knowledge. 

But now were it possible, that any way could be 
found to draw forth their latent qualities, I cannot but 
think it would be highly serviceable to the learned 
world, both in respect of recovering past knowledge, 
and promoting the future. Might there not be found 
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^rtaio genUeand artful methods, whereby to endear us 
to them ? Is there no oation in the world, whoie Data* 
ral turn is adapted to engage their society, and win them 
by a sweet similitude of manners ? Is there no naUoo, 
where the men might allure them by a distinguishing 
civility, and in a maoner fascinate them by asnmilated 
motions ? no nation, where the women with easy free- 
doms, and the gentlest treatment, might oblige the 
loving creatures to sensible returns of humanity ? The 
love I bear my native country prompts me to wish this 
nation might be Great Britain ; but alas ! in our present 
wretched, divided condition, how can we hope, that 
jbreigners of so great prudence will freely declare their 
Tsentiments in the midst of violent parties, and at so vast 
a distance from their friends, relations, and country ? 
The aflfectiou I bear our neighbour state, would inclina 
me to wish it were Holland 

Sed Isevaln parte mamills 
Nil salit Arcadico. 

it is from France then we must expect this i-estoratioll 
of learning, whose late monarch took the sciences under 
his protection, and raised them to so great a height. 
3Iay we not hope their emissaries will some time or 
other have instructions, not only to invite learned men 
into their country, but learned beasts, the true ancient 
man-tigers I mean of ^Ethiopia and India ? Might not 
the talents of each kind of these be adapted to the im- 
provement of the several sciences ? the man- tigers to in- 
struct heroes, statesmen, and scholars ; baboons to teach 
ceremony and address to courtiers j monkeys, the art 
of pleasing in conversation, and agreeable afiectatioos to 
ladies and their lovers; apes of less learning to form 
comedians and dancing masters ; and marmosets^ court 
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pages and young English travellers ? But the distio* 
giiishiog of each kind, aod allotting the proper business 
to each^I leave to -the inquisitive and penetrating genius 
of the Jesuits in thehr respective missions. 

Vale^ elfruere. 
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ANNUS MIRABILIS : 

OB, 

THE WONDERFUL EFFECTS 

OF 

THE APPROACHINO CONJUNCTIOK OF THE PLAKETS 

JUPITER, MARS, AND SATURN. 

BT MART, SCRIBLERUS, PHILOMATH. 



]n nova fert animus mutatas dicere formaf 
Corpora— *— 

I SUPPOSE every body is sufficiently apprised of, and 
duly prepared for, the famous coojuoctioo to be celebra- 
led the 29th of this instant December, 1 722, foretold by 
all the sages of antiquity under the name of the anmia 
nurdbiUSi or the metamorphostical conjunction : a irord 
which denotes the mutual transformation of sexes (the 
effect of that configuration of the celestial bodies) the 
human males being to be turned into females, and the 
human females into males. 

The Egjrptians have represeated this great tranrfor- 
matioD by several ngnificant hieroglyphics, particularly 
one very remarkable. There are carved upon an obe- 
lisk, a barber and a midwife; the barber delivers his 
razor to the midwife, and she her swaddling clothes to 
the barber. Accordingly Thales Milesius (who^ like 
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the rest of hk counUymeD, borrowed his learoing from 
the Egyptians) after haring computed the time of this 
famous Gonjunctioo, " then,'^ sajs he, ** shall men and 
women mutually exchange the pangs of shaving and 
childbearing.'^ 

Anasimander modestly describes this metamorphosis 
in mathematical terms, ^ then," says be, " shall the ne- 
gative quantity of the women be turned into positive, 
their — into 4~ (i* ^0 ^^ minus into plus^ 

Plato not only speaks of this great change, but de- 
scribes all the preparations toward it '' Long before 
the bodily transformation," says he, " nature shall be* 
gin the most difficult part of the work, by changing the 
ideas and inclinations of her two sexes : men shall turn 
elTeminate, and women manly; wives shall domineer, 
and husbands obey ; ladies shall ride a horseback, drcsg- 
ed like cavaliers ; princes and nobles appear in night- 
rails and petticoats; men shall squeak upon theatres with 
female voices, and women corrupt virgins ; lords shall 
knot and cut paper: and even tlie northern people 
ufihet Ktrjrpn cfnth,'''* a phrase (which, for modesty's sake, 
I forbear to translate) which denotes a vice too frequent 
among us. 

That the ministry foresaw this great change, is plain 
from the calico act; whereby it is now become the oc- 
cupation of the women all over England, to convert their 
useless female habits into beds^ window-cui'tains, chair?, 
aud joint-stools; undressing themselves (ns it were) be- 
fore their transformation. 

The philosophy of this transformation will not seem 
surprising to people, who search into the bottom of 
things. Madame Boungnon, a devout French My, has 
shown us, bow man was at first created male and female 
in one individual, having the faculty of propagation 
witbio himself; a circumstance necessary to the state of 
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ioDoccnce, wherein a man's happiness was not to depend 
upon the caprice of another. It was not till :ffter he 
had made a faux pas, that he had his female mate. 
Many such transformations of individuals have beeo 
well attested; particularly one by Montaigne, and an- 
other by the late bishop of Salisbury. From all which 
it appears, that this system of male and female has al- 
ready undergone, and may hereafter suffer, several al- 
terations. Every smatterer in anatomy knows, that a 
woman is but an introverted man ; a new fusion and 
flatus will turn the hollow bottom of a bottle into a con- 
vexity; but I forbear for the sake of my modest men- 
readers, who are in a few days to be virgins. 

In some subjects the smallest alterations will do: 
Fome men are sufficiently spread about the hips, and 
contrived with that female softness, that they want only 
the negative quantity to make them buxom wenches ; 
and there are women who are, as it were, already the 
cbaucJic* of a good sturdy man. If nature could be 
puzzled, it will be how to bestow the redundant matter 
of the exuberant bubbies that now appear about town, 
or how to roll out the short dapper fellows into weH- 
fiized women. 

This gieat conjunction will begin to operate on Satur- 
day, the 20th instant. Accordingly, about eight at nigbt, 
as Senezino shall begin at the opera. Si videte, he shall 
be observed to make an unusual motion ; upon which 
the audience will be affected with a red suffusion over 
their countenance : and because a strong succession of 
the muscles of the belly is necessary toward performing 
this great operation, both sexes will be thrown into a 
profuse involuntary laughter. Then, to use the modest 
icrms of Aoaximander, " shall negative quantity be 

' Sketch, rough draught, or esear. S. 
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turned ioto positive," &c. Time uever beheld, DOr 
will it ever assemble, such a number of untouctied vir- 
gins within those walls! but, alas I such will be tlie im- 
patience and curiosity of people to act in their new 
capacity, that many of them will be completed men and 
women that very night. To prevent the disorders that 
may happen upon this occasion, is the chief design of 
tills paper. 

Gentlemen have begun already to make use of this 
conjunction to compass their filihy purposes. They tell 
the ladles, forsooth, that it is only parting with a perisli- 
able commodity, hardly of so much value as a calico un- 
der petticoat ; since, like its mistress, it will be useless 
in the form it is now in. If the ladies have no rcgurd 
to the dishonour and immorality of the action, I desiie 
they will consider, that nature, who never destroys her 
own productions, will exempt big-bellied women till the 
time of their Ijiug in; so that not to be transformed, will 
be the same as to be pregnant. If they do not think it 
worth while to defend a fortress, that is to be demolished 
in a few days, let them reflect, that it will be a melan- 
choly thing nine months hence to be brought to bed of 
a bastard ; a posthumous bastard, as it were, to which 
the quondam father can be no more than a dry nurse. 

This wonderful transformation is the instrument of 
nature to balance matters between the sexes. The 
cruelty of scornful mistresses shall be returued; the 
slighted maid shall grow into an imperious gallant, and 
reward her undoer with a big belly, and a bastard. 

It is hardly possible to imagine the revolutions that 
this wonderful phenomenon will occasion over the face 
of the earth. I long impatiently to see the proceedings 
of the parliament of Paris, as to tiie title of succession to 
the crown ; this being a case not provided for by the 
Saiique law. There will be no preventing dborders 
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among friars aad monks ; for certainlj tows of ek9tiiij 
do not bind, bnt under the sex in which thej were 
made. The same will hold good with marriages^ though 
I think it will be a scandal among protestants for bus- 
bands and wives to part, since there remains Istill a pes* 
sibility to perform the debittitn conjugaley bj the hus- 
band beingyfmifte couverte. I submit it to the judgment 
of the gentlemen of the long robe, whether the transfor- 
mation does not discharge all suits of rapes. 

The pope must undergo a new groping : but the false 
prophet Mahomet has contrived matters well for Ids 
successors ; for, as the grand seignior has now a great 
many fine women, he will then have as many fine young 
gentlemen at his devotion. 

These are surprising scenes; but I beg leave to af- 
firm, that the solemn operations of nature are subjects of 
contemplation, not of ridicule. Therefore, I make it my 
earnest request to the merry fellows and giggling girls 
about towta, that they would not put themselves in a high' 
twitter, when they go to visit a general lying in of his 
first child ; his ojfficers serving as midwives, nurses, and 
rockers dispensing caudle; or if tliey behold the reve- 
rend prelates dressing the heads and airing the linen at 
court; I beg they will remember that these offices must 
be filled' with people- of the greatest regularity, and best 
characters. For the same reason, I am sorry, that a 
certain prelate,* who, notwithstanding his confiiiementjf 
still preserves his healthy, cheerful countenance, cannot 
come in time to be a nurse at court. 

I likewise earnestly intreat the maids of honour, (then 
ensigns and captains of the guards) that at their first set- 
ting out they have some regard to their former statido ; 
and do not run wild through all the infamous bouses 

" Dr. Atterbory. N. f lo December, 1722. N. 
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about tawn : that the present grooms of the )>ed-cha]nber 
(then maids of hooour) would not eat chalk and lime in 
their greeiMckness: and, in general^ that the mea 
would remember they are become retronungent, and not 
hj inadvertency lift up against walk and posts. 

Petticoats will not be burdensome to the clergy ; but 
balls and assemblies will be indecent for some time* 

As for you, coquettes, bawds, and chamber maids (the 
future ministersi plenipotentiaries, and cabinet^ounsel- 
lors to the princes of the earth) manage the great in* 
trigues tliat will be committed to your charge with your 
usual secrecy and conduct, and the affairs of your mai> 
ters will go better than ever. 

O ye Exchange-womeD !^ (our right worshipful re- 
preseotatives that arc to be) be not so griping in the sale 
of your ware as your predecessors, but consider that 
the nation, like a spendthrift heir, has run out : be like- 
wise a little more continent in your tongues Ihan you 
are at present, else the length of debates will spoil your 
dinoess. 

You housewifely good women who now preside over 
the confectionaiy (henceforth commissioners of the trea< 
sury) be so good as to dispense the sugar-plums of the 
government with a more impartial and frugal hand. 

Ye prudes and censorious old maids (the hopes of the 
bench) exert but your usual talent of finding fsultSy 
and the laws will be strictly executed; only I would 
not have yeu proceed upon such slender evidences as 
you have done hitherto. 

It is from you, eloquent oyster^merchants of Billinga- 
gate, ()ust ready to be called to the bar, and quoifed 
like your suter seigeaots) that we expect the shortening 
the time^ and ksseoing the expenses of lawsuits; lor I 

* Shopkc syen of Enter chaDfc N. 
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think 70U are observed to bring your debates to a shoijt 
ksue ; and even custom will restrain you from taking 
the oyster, and leaving only the shell to your client* 

O ye physicians! who in the figure of old women 
are to clean the tripe in the markets, scour it as eflfectu- 
ally as you have done that of your patients, and the 
town will fare most deliciously on Saturdays. 
' I cannot but congratulate human nature upon this 
happy transformation : the only expedient left to restore 
the liberties and tranquillity of mankind. This is so 
evident, that it is almost an affront to common sense to 
insist upon the proof: if there can be any such stupid 
creature as to doubt it, I desire he will make but the 
following obvious reflection : There are in Europe 
alone, at present, about a million of sturdy fellow^ 
under the denomination of standing fottces, with arms 
in their hands : that those are masters of the livee^ 
liberties* and fortunes of all the rest, I believe no bo« 
dy will deny. It is no less true in fact, that reams of 
paper, and above a square mile of skins of vellum, have 
been employed to no purpose to settle peace among 
those sons of violence. Fray who is he that will say 
unto them, '* go and disband yourselves :" but lo ! by 
this transformation it is done at once, and the halcy* 
on days of public tranquillity return ; for neither the 
military temper nor discipline can taint the soft sex 
for a whole age to come: bellaque matribus mvisa^ 
wars odious to. mothers, will not grow immediately pa* 
Jatable in their paternal state^ 

Nor will the influence of this transformation be less 
in family tranquillity than it is in national. Great 
faults will be amended, and frailties forgiven on both 
sides. A wife, who has been disturbed with late hours, 
and choked with the hautgmU of a sot, will remember 
her sufferings, and avoid the temptations; and will 
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for the same reasons indulge her mate, in big female 
capacity, in some passions, which she is sensible from 
experience are natural to the sex; such as vanitj, 
fine clothes^ being admired, &c. And how tenderly 
must she use her mate under the breeding qualms and 
labour-pains which she hath felt herself! In short, all 
unreasonable demands upon husbands must cease^ be- 
cause, they are already satisfied, from natural experi- 
ence, that they are impossible. 

That the ladies may goyem the afiairs of the worlc^ 
and the gentlemen those of their household, better thair 
either of them have hitherto done, is the hearty de- 
«re of 

'Their most sincere well-wisher, 
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Since this unhappy diyisioa of our uatioa ioto partie«^ 
It is not to be imagined how many artifices have beea 
made use of by writers to obscure the truth, and cover 
designs which may be detrimental to the public. la 
particular, it has been their custom of late to vent their 
political spleen in allegoiy and fable. If an honest be- 
lieving nation is to be made a jest of, we have a story 
of ^' John Bull and his wife :" if a treasurer is to be 
glanced at, an ant with a white straw is introduced ; i£ 
a treaty of commerce is to be ridiculed, it is immediate- 
ly metamorphosed into a tale of '' Count Tariff." 

But if any of these malevolents have a small taleni 
in rhyme, they principally delight to convey their malice 
in that pleasing way ; as it w^re gilding the pill, and coii<» 
cealiug the poison under the sweetness of numbers. 

It is the duty of every well-designing subject to prer 
vent, as far as he can, the ill consquences of such pev» 
aicious treatises; and I hold it mine ta warn the public 
of a late poem, entitled '' The Rape of the Lock ^^ 
which I shall demonstrate to be of this nature. 

It is a common and just observation,, that, when the 
meaning of any thing is dubious^ one can no way better 
judge of the true intent of it, than by considering who i» 
the author, what is his character in general, and his di^ 
position in particular. 

Now that the author of this poem is a reputed Pa- 
pbt b well known ; and that a genius so capable of di^ 

ipg service to that cause may bsye beea corrupted lo 
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the eoune of bii educatioo by Jesuits or others, is just- 
ly very much to be suspected; Dotwithstandtog that 
seeming cooloess aad moderaiioBy wUcb be baa beeo 
(perhaps artfully) reproached with by those of bia own 
persuasioo. They are sensible, that this natiou is se- 
cured by good and wholesome laws to prevent aU evil 
practices of the church of Rome ; particularly the pub- 
licatioa of books that may in any smi propagate that 
doctrine : their authors are therefore obliged to qoiich 
their designs the deeper ; and though I cannot aver the 
intentioB <tf this gentleman was dhr^stly to spread Po- 
1^ doctrines, yet it comes to the same point if he tovdi 
the government: for the court of Rome knowtTerjr 
welli that the church at this time is so firmly founded 
on the state, that the only way to shake tho ooe^ is^ hy 
attacking the other. 

What confirms me in this (pinion is an accidental dis* 
covery I made of a very artful piece of management- 
among his Popish friends and abettors, to hide his whole 
design upon the government, by taking all the chwao- 
ters upon themselves. 

Upon the day that this poem was published, it was 
my fortune to step into the Cocoa-tree, where a certain 
geotlemao was railing very liberally at the author, wMi 
a passioQ eietremely well counterfeited, for having (as 
he said) reflected upon him in the character of Sir Flume. 
Upon his geing out, I inquired who he was, and they 
told me " he was a Roman catholic knight*' 

I was the same evening at Will's, and saw a circle 
round another gentleman, who was railing in like Ban- 
ner, and diowfog his snufl^box and cane to prove be was 
satirized in the same character. I asked this gentle- 
man's nunc, and was tokl '^ he was a Roman catbdic 
Kwd." 
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A day cr two after I happened tabeiDCompaajr trtlh 
the yoang lady to whom the poem ib de^ttcated* She 
also took oj^tbe character itfBielmdawltlrmach fraak- 
nen and good faamomr, tbou^ Ae author has givts aaa 
hint io MBdedkatkn,* that he meant sometbuigfaitheK 
Thb ladj is also a Roman eatheiic. At tha aame thne 
otiMCB of the ebaracten were daim^ hj lome penooa 
10 the room ; and all of them Roman catMiod; 

But to praeeed to the work itielf. 

In an things whkh ai^e intricate, as allegories In tidr 
own nature are, and especially those that are iodustrt- 
ourijr made so. It to not to be expected we should And 
thcfdew at fli n t right « bntirfaenaacewehate laid hold 
Ob that, we shall trace this our author through all the 
lab/ilntlM) ddiibliogB^ and turnings of his intricate coi» 
poration. 

First then let it be observed, that in the most demon- 
strative sciences wmtpostulaia are to be granted, upoo 
which the rest is naturally founded. 

The oofypostuiahimj or concesnon, which I desire to 
be made roe^ is, that by the Lock Is meant 

1'HB JSabHIEB TBBi.TV.t 

t. First then, t shall discover that Belinda represeofa 
Great Britain, or (which is the same thing) her late ma- 
jesty. This is plainly seen in his description of her : 

On her white breait a ^parl^iog croM the bore.- 

alluding to the andeot name of AlKrion, from her white 
cliflb, and to the cross which Is the ensign of England. 

* "The character orBriiDda(aiitiihereiiitDated)retem1iIcf 70a 
in nothinf but bsanty.'* DedicatiiB t» the Rape of tbe Leek. P. 

f For a fuU aeeonnt of the political traiMactioDi ndatiDf totMf 
treaty, lee «" The Conduct of the AUiet," and " Romarki od the 
Barrier Treaty." H. 



<• 



132 A KEY VO THE LOCK. 

II. The baitHi, who cats off the lock, or barrier trea- 
ty, is the £. of Oxford. 

III. Clarissa, who lent the scissors, my Lady Masham. 
•■ iy« Thalestris, who provokes Belinda to resent tlie 

loss of the lock, or treaty, the duchess of Marlborough, 
: y. Sir Plume, who is moved by Thalestiis to re-de- 
mand it of Great Britain, Prince £ugene». who came 
hither for that purpose. 

There are some other inferior characters, which we 
shall observe upon afterward : but I shall first explain 
the foregoing. 

, The first part of the baron's character is his being ad-> 
venturous, or enterprising, -which is tho oommon epithet 
give^ to the earl of Oxford by his enemies. The prize 
he aspires to is the treasury, in order to which he oS^a 
a sacrifice : 



an altar built 



Of twelve vast Freocb romaoces neatly gHt. 

Our author here takes occasion maliciously to insinuate 
this statesman's love to f rauce ; representing the hooka 
he chiefly studies to be vast French romances: these 
are the vast prospects from the friendship and alliance 
of France, which he satirically calls romances : hinting 
thereby, that these promises and protestations were no 
more to be relied on than those idle legends. Of these- 
he is said to bnild an allar ; to intimate that tlie foun- 
dation of his schemes and honours was fixed upon the 
French romances above mentioned. 

A fan, a garter, half a pair of gloves. 

One of the things he sacrifices is a fan ; which, both for 
its ^audy show and perpetual fluttering, has been hrld 
the emblem of woman : ibis points at tiie change of the. 
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ladies of the bedchamber. The garter allades to the 
hoDours he cooferred oo some of his friends ; and we 
may, without straining the sense, call the half pair of 
gloyes a gauntlet, the token of those military employ- 
ments, which he is said to have sacrificed to his designs. 
The prize, as T said before, means the treasury, which he 
makes hb prayer soon to obtain, and long to possess. 

The pow*n gmve ear, and granted half bii prayV, 
The rest, the winds dispersM in empty air. 

In the first of these lines he gives him the treastury, an<f 
in the last suggests, that he should not long possess that 
honour. 

That Thalestris is the duchess of Marlborough, ap- 
pears both by her nearness to Belinda, and by this 
author^s malevolent suggestion that she is a lover of 
v.ar. 

To arms, to arms, the bold Thalestris cries : 

but more particularly by several passages in her speech 
to Belinda upon the cutting^ off the lock or treaty. 
Among other things she says, '*' was it for this you bound 
your locks in paper durance ?" Was it for this so much 
paper has been spent to secure the barrier treaty ? 

Mcthinka, alreadj I your tears survey; 
Already hear the horrid things they say, 
Already see you a degraded toast. 

This describes the aspersions under which that good 
princess suffered, and the repentance which must have 
followed tlte dissolution of that treaty ; and particular- 
ly levels at the refusal some people made to drink hei 
qiajesty's health* 
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Sir Plume (a inroper name for a soldier) bar ^aU the 
circumstaoees that agree with Prince Eugene : 

Sir Plume, of amber entrf^box jasUy vain, 
And the niee conduct of a clooded cane, 
With earnest cjei 

'Tig remarkable, this general is a great taker of snufl^ 
as well as towns; his conduct of the clouded cane gives 
him the lionour whicli is so jvAilj his du^, of an exact 
conduct in battle, which is figured by his cane or 
truncheon, the ensign of a general. His ^ earnest eye^" 
or the vivacity of his look, is so particularly remarka- 
ble in him, that this character could be mistaken for no 
ether, had not the author purposely obscured it by the 
ficUtious circumstances of a ^^ round unthinking face.'' 

Having now explained tlie chief characters of his 
human persons (for there are some others that will here- 
after fall IB by the by, in the sequel of this discourse) I 
shall next take iu pieces his machinery, wherein the 
satire is wholly confined to ministers of state. 

The sylphs and gnomes at first sight appeared to me 
to signify the two contending parties of this nation ; for, 
these being placed in the air, and those on the earth, I 
thought agreed veiy well with the common denomio»- 
tion, high and low. But as they are made to be the 
first movers and influencers of all that happens, it is 
plain they represent promiscuoudy the heads of parties; 
whom he makes to be the authors of all those dianges 
in the state, which are generally imputed to the levity 
and instability of the British nation. 

This erring mortals levity may call ; 

Oh bllad to truth ! the sylphi coatrtve it all. 
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Bat of tUi he has giveo us a pldn demooBlnitiqii: for, 
speaking of these spirits^ he sajs io express tenns 



The chief, the eare of aatioM own, 



And guard, with arms divinei the Britiah throne. 

And here let it not seem odd, if in this mysterious 
waj of writing, we find the same perMm, who has before 
been represented by the baron, again described in the 
character of Ariel ; it l)eing a common waj with authoci^ 
in this falmlous manner, to take such a liberty. As for 
instance, I have read in St. Eyremond, that all the dif- 
fcrent characters in Petronius, are but 19'ero io so many 
different appearances. And in the key to the curious 
romance of Barclay's Argenis, both Poliarchus and Ar- 
chombrotus mean only the king of Navarre. 

We observe, in the very beginning of the poem, that 
Arid is possessed of the ear of Belinda ; therefore it 
is absolutely necessary, that this person must be the 
minister who was nearest the queen. But whoever 
would be farther convinced that he meant the treasurvr^ 
may know Mm by his ensigos in the following line : 



He rated hii asore 



His sitting ob the mast of a vessel shows hu piesidiflg 
over the South-Sea trade. When Ariel assigns to his 
sylphs aU the posts about Belinda* what is more clearly 
described than the treasurer's disposuig of all the places 
in the kiqgdoaib and particularly about her majesty ? 
But let us hear the lines : 



Ye qtiritfl, to j^our charge r^ic^ 



The fluttering Sui be Zqjifayretta'i care ; 
The drop! to the, Brillante, we eoodgtt. 
And, MoMKilla, let the wateh be thine: 
Db thou, Criipisa, tend her favorite tock. 
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came to nothing, and his lordship had no real hurt 
by it. 

But T must not conclude this head of the characters 
urithout observing, that our author has run through 
eyery stage of beings in search of topics for detraction. 
As he has characterised some persons under angels and 
men, so he has others under animals and things inani- 
mate : lie has even represented an eminent cleigyman 
as a dog, and a noted writer as a tool. Let us examine 
the former : 



But Shock, who thouglit she slept too loog, 



JLeapt up, and wakM his mistress with his tongue'. 
Twas then, Belinda, if report say true, 
Thy eyes first openM on a billet-doux. 

Bj this Shock, it is manifest he has most audaciously 
and profanely reflected on Dr. Sacbeverell, who leapt 
up, that is, into the pulpit, and awakened Great Britain 
with his tongue, that is, with his sermon, which made 
so much noise, and for which he has been frequently 
termed by others of Jiis enemies, as well as by this au- 
thor, a dog. Or perhaps, by his tongue may be more 
literally meant his speech at his trial, since immediately 
thereupon, our author says, her eyes opened on a billet- 
doux. Billet-doux being addresses to ladies from lover?, 
may be aptly interpreted those addresses of loving sub- 
jects to her majesty, which ensued that trial. 

The other instance is at the end of the thfard canto : 

Steel did tlie labours of the gods destroy. 
And strike to dust th* imperial tqw'rs of Troy. 
Steel could the works of mortal pride confound, 
And hew triumphal arches to the gnxuid. 

Here he most impudently attributes the demolitioD of 
Dunkirk, not to the pleasure of her majesty, or of iier 



.13B A KEY TO THE LOCK. 

miaistr}*:, but to the frequent instigatioos of Us friend 
Mr. Steele. A very artful pun, to conceal his wicked 
lampoonry ! 

Having now considered the general intent and scope 
of the poem, and opened the characters, I shall next 
discover tiie malice which is covered under the episodes^ 
and particular passages of it. 

The game at ombre is a mystical representation of 
the late war, whicli is hinted by his making spades 
the trump; spade in Spanish signifying a sword, and 
being yet so painted in the cards of that nation, to which 
it is well known we owe the original of our cards. In 
this one place indeed he has unawares paid a compli- 
ment to the queen and her success in the war ; for Be- 
linda gets the better of the two that plays against her, 
Tias. the kings of JFrance and Spain. 

I do not question but every particular card has its 
person and character assigned, which, no doubt, the au- 
thor has told his friends in private ; but I shall only in- 
stance in the description of the disgrace under which the 
duke of Marlborough then suflfered, which is so appar 
rent in these verses : 

£*«a migbty Pain, that kiogi and queens o'erthreir, 
Aod inoir*d down annie« in the fights of loo, 
Sad chance of war ! now destitute ofuiJ, 
Falls undistinguish'd— — * 

And that the author liere had an eye to our modern 
transactions, is very plain, from an unguarded stroke to- 
ward the end of this game : 

And now, as oft in some distemper^ state, 
On one nice trick depends the general fate. 
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After the ooBchiBioD of the war, the public rejoicings 
and thaoksgiviogs are ridiculed id the two followiog 
lines : 

The Djinph, exulting, fills with shouts the sky, 
The walls, the woods, and long canals reply. 

Immediately upon which there follows a malicious itisi- 
DUatioD, in the manner of a prophecy (which we have 
formerly observed this seditious writer delights in) that 
the peace should continue but a short time, and that the 
day should afterward be cursed, which was then cele- 
brated with so much joy : 

Sudden these honours shall be snatchM away, 
And curs'd for ever this victorious day. 

As the game at ombre is a satirical representation of 
the late war, so is the tea-table that ensues, of the coun- 
cil-table, and its consultations aAer the peace. By this 
lie would hint, that- all the advantages we have giuoed 
by oui late extended commerce, are only ooflfee and tea, 
or things of no grieater value. That he ihooght of the 
trade in this place, appears by the passage which repre- 
sents the ^Iphs particularly careful of the rich brocade; 
it having been a frequent complaint of our mercers, that 
French brocades were imported in great quantities. I 
will not say he means those presents of rich gold stuflf 
suits, which were said to be made her majesty by the 
king of France,* Uiough I cannot but suspect that he 
glances at it 

Here this author (as well as the scandalous John Dun- 
ton) represents theministry, in plain terms, taking fre- 
quent cups, 

Aod freqaent cnpi prolong the rich repast ; 
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for it is manifest ht meant something more than commoE 
coffee, by his calling it. 

Coffee that makes the politician wise ; 

and by telling us, it was this coffee, that 

Sent up in vapours to the baron*8 braia 
New stratagems. 

I shall only farther observe, that it was at this table 
the lock was cut off; for where but at the council-board 
should the barrier treaty be dissolved ? 

The ensuing contentions of the parties upon the loss 
of that treaty, are described in the squabbles following 
the rape of the lock ; and this he rashly expresses with- 
out any disguise, 



All side in parties 

and here you have a gentleman who sinks beside the 
chair : a plain allusion to a noble lord, who lost his chair 
of president of the council. 

I come next to the bodkin, so dreadful in the hand 
of Belinda; by which he intimates the British sceptre, 
so revered in the hand of our late august princess. His 
own note upon this place tells us, he alhides to a scep- 
tre ; and the verses are so plain, they need no remaik : 

The same (his ancient personage to deck) 
Her great great grandsire wore about his neck 
In three seal rings, which, after melted down, 
FormM a vast buckle for his widow *s gown ; 
Her infant grandame^s whistle next it grew, 
The bells she gingled, and the whistle blew ; 
Then in a bodkin gracM her mother^s hairs, 
Which long she wore^ and now Belinda wetirs. 
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An open satire npoD hereditary right ! The three- seal 
nop plainly allude to the three kiogdoma. 

These are the chief passages in the battle, by which, 
as hath before been said, he means the squabble of par- 
ties. Upon this occasion he could not end the descrip- 
tion without testifying his malignant joy at those dissen* 
sionSi from which he forms the prospect that both should 
be disappointed, and ones out with triumph, as if it were 
already accomplished, 

Behold how oft ambitious aims are crost, 
And chiefs contend till all the prize is lost. 

The lock at length is turned into a star, or the old 
barrier treaty into a new and glorious peace. This, no 
doubt, is what the author, at the time he printed this 
poem, would have been thought to mean ; in hopes by 
that compliment to escape the punishment for the rest of 
this piece. It puts me in mind of a fellow, who conclud- 
ed a bitter lampoon upon the prince and court of his 
days, with these lines : 

God save the king, the commons, and the peers, 
And grant tlie author long may wear his ears. 

Whatever this author may think of that peace, I ima- 
gine it the most extraordinary star that ever appeared 
in our hemisphere. A star tliat it is to bring us all the 
wealth and gold of the Indies ; and from whose influ- 
ence, not Mr. John Partridge alone (whose worthy la- 
bours this writer so ungenerously ridicules) but all true 
Britons may, with no less autliority than he, prognosti- 
cate the fall of Lewis in tlie restraint of the exorbitant 
l)ower of France, and the fate of Rome in the trium- 
phant condition of the church of England. 

VOL. xsiii. r. 
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We hare now considered this poem in its political 
view, wlierein we have shown, that it has two difibrent 
walks of satire ; the one in the story itself, which is a ri- 
diicnle on the late transactions in genera] ; the other id 
the machinery, which is a satire on the ministers of state 
lb particular. I shall now show that the same poem, 
taken in anotlier light, has a tendency to popery, which 
18 secretly insinuated through the whole. 

In the first place, he has conveyed to us the doctrine 
of guardian angels and patron saints in the machinery of 
iiis sylphs, which being a piece of popish superstition 
that has been exploded ever since the reformation, he 
\7ould revive under this disguise. Here aref all the 
particulars which tliey believe of those beings,, which i 
shall sum up in a few heads. 

Ist. The spirits are made to concern themselves with 
all human actions in general. 

2dly. A distinct guardian spirit or patron is assigned 
to each person in paiticular : 

Of these am I, who thy protection claim, 
A watctiful sprite 

3dly. They are made directly to inspire dreams, vi- 
sions, and revelationsi 

Her guardian sylph prolonged her balmy rest, 
^Twas he had summonM to her silent bed 
The morning dream 

4thly. They are made to be subordinate in difTercnt 
degrees, some presiding over otherb. So Ariel has his 
several under officers at command : 

Superior by the head was Ariel placVl 
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5i\\\f. Tliej are employed in various offices, aod 
<^ach has hb office assigoed liim : 

Some ID the fields of purest other play, 
Andbuk and whiten in the Maze of day ; 
Some guide the course, &t. 

6ihly. He hath given his spirits the charge of thh 
several parts of dress ; intimating thereby that the saints 
preside over the several parts of human bodies. They 
have one saint to cure the toothach, another the gripes^ 
another the gout, and so of the rest. 

The fluttVing fan be Zephyrctta's care, ^.^ 

The drops to thee, Brillante, we consign, &c. 

7lhly. They are represented to know the thoughts tH, 

men : v. 

As on the nosegay in her breast reclinM, 
He watchM th* ideas rising in her mind. 

i^thlyi They are made protectors even to animal and 
iiratiooal beings : 

Ariel himself shall be the guard of Shock. 

So St. Anthony presides over In>g8, &c. 

Qthly. They are made patrons of wliole liiigdoms 
and provinces: * 

Of these the chief the care of nations own. 



So St. George is imagined by the papists to defend 
Kiigland; St. PiUrick, Ireland; St. James, Spaing &c. 
y<^w what is the consequence of all this ? By granting , 



.» 
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Uiat they have thu power, we must be brousht back 
again to pray to them. 

The toilette is an artful recommeDdatioD of the mafls, 
and pompous ceremoDies of the church of Borne. The 
unveiling of the altar, the silver vases upon it ; being 
robed in white, as the priests are upon the diief festi- 
vals; and the head uncovered, are manifest marks of 
this: 



A heavenly image in the glass appears, 
To that she bends 



plainly denotes image worship. 

The goddess, who is decked with treasures, jewels, 
ttnd the various offerings of the world, manifestly alhides 
Co thcf lady of Loretto. You have perfumes breathing 
* from the incense pot in the following lincf: 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 

The character of Belinda, as we take it in this third 
view, represents the Popish religion, or th^ whore of' 
Babylon ; who is described in the state this malevolent 
author wishes for, coming forth in all her glory upon 
the Thames, and overspreading the whole nation with 
ceremonies: 



Not witli more glories in th* ethereal plain 
The Sun first rises o*er the purple main, 
Than issuing forth, the rival of his beams 
I^aunchM on the bosom of the silver Thame? 



She is dressed witli a cross on her:brea8t, the eosigti 
of popery, the adoratioi>of which is plainly recommf'nd- 
Cvl in thf* folloviij'r 11110? : 
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Oa her white breait a Bparkling cross ihe wore, 
Which Jews miftht kiss, and iofidels adore. 

Next be lepreseats her as the UDivenal chiuch, i^ 
cordiDg to the boasts of the Papists : 

And like the Sun she shiaes on all alike. 
After which he tells us, 

If to her share some female errors fall. 
Look 00 her face, and you'll forget them all. 

Though it should be granted some errors fall to hei* 
share, look oo the pompous figure she makes throughout 
the world, and they are not worth regarding. Im^e 
sacrifice following you have these two Unes : 

For this, ere Phebus rose, he had implored ^ 



Propitious Heay'o, and ev'ry pow'r ador'd. 



si* 



^% 



In the first of them he plainly hints at their tu 

matins ; in the second, by adoriog every power, the ^ V 
vocation of saints. « a 

Belinda's visits are described with numerous wax- 
lights, which are always used in the ceremonial part of y 
the Romish worship : 



* Visits shall be paid on solemn days. 



When num'rous wax-lights in bright order blaze. 

The lunar sphere he mentions opens to us their Pur- 
gatory, which is seen in the following line : * 

Since all things lost on earth arc treasured there. 

It is a Popish^octrine, that scarce any person quits this 
world, but he must touch ^t Puigatory in Us imf to 
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Heaven ; and it is here ialso represented as the treasu- 
ry of the Romish church. P^or is it much to be- wtat' 
dered at, that the moon should be Fui;g:ator7, wbea « 
learned divine hath in a late treatise proved the sua to 
be Hell.* 

I shall now, before I conclude, desire the reader to 
compare this key with those upon any other pieces, 
which are supposed to have been secret^^aiires upoq the 
state, either ancient or modern : in particular with the 
keys to Petronius Arbiter, Lucian's True History, Bar- 
'Clay's Argeuis, and Rabelais's Garagantita ; and I doubt 
pot he will do me thte justice to acknowledge,, that the 
explanations here laid dowp, arc deduced as naturally, 
and with as little violence, both from the general scope 
and bent of the work, and from the several particulars : 
farthermore, that they are every way as consistent and 
m^leniable, every way as candid, as any modern inter- 
pretati^pB of either party on the conduct and writings of 
the other. And I appeal to the most eminent and able 
state decipherers themselves, if, according to their art, 
any thing can be mpre fully proved, or more safely 

' sworn to ? 

To sum up my whole charge against this author Id a 

4. few words: he has ridiculed both the present ministry 
and the last ; abused great statesmen and great generals^ 
nay, the treaties of whole nations have not escaped 
him, nor has the royal dignity itself been omiltedin the 
progress of his satire ; and all this he has done just at 
tj^e meeting «f a new parliament. I hope a prc^r 
authority may be made use of to bring him to condign 
punishment. In the mean while, I doubt not, if (he per- 
sons most cojQcerned would but order Mr. Bernard lAn- 

♦ The reverend Dr. SwIndeD. tf: 
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tot, the printer and publisher of this daogerous piece, 
to be taken into custody and examined) many farther 
discoveries might be made both of this poet's and abet- 
tor's secret designs, which are doubtless of the utmost 
importance to the government. 
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MEMOIRS OF P. F. 



CLERK OF THIS PARISH.* 



A D VEETISCMENT. 

Ttijc ongioal of the follo\viog extraordioary (realise coli-> 
sisted of two large volumes iu folio; wliich might 
justly be entitled, <^ The Importance of a Man to 
himself f' but, as it can be of very little use to any 
body besides, I have contented myself to give only 
this short abstract of it, as a taste of the true spirit of 
memoir-^vriters. 

In the name of the Lord. Amen. I, P. P. by the 
grace of God, clerk of this parish, writeth this history. 

* It was impossible but that such a history as Burnetts, which these 
Memoirs are iotcDded to ridicule, relating recent events, so near the 
time of their transaction, should be variously represented by the vio- 
lent pariiea that have agitated and disgraced this country ; though 
these parties arise from the very nature of our free government. Ac- 
cordingly this prelate^s History of his own Time was as mueli vilified 
and depreciated by the tories as praised aiul magnified by the whig?. 
As he related the actions of a persecutor and a benefactor, he waft 
accused of partiality, ii\ju8tice, uialigniiy, flatter}', and falsehood. 
Bevil Higgins, and Lord Lansdown, and othert?, wrote remarks on 
him; as did the great Lord Peterborough, whose anflbadversiooe, as 
his amanuensis, a Mr. Holloway, assured me, were very severe; they 
were never published. As Burnet was much trusted and consulted by 
King William, and had a great share in bringing about the revolution, 
his narrations, it must be owned, have a strong tincture of self-im- 
portance and egotism. These two qualities are chiefly exposed ia 
these Memoirs. Home and Dalrymple have taken occasion to ceii* 



MEMOIRS OF P. P. &c. 140 

Ever rioce I arrived at the age of discretion, I had a 
call to take upoo roe the function of a parish-clerk : and 
to that end, it seemed unto me meet and profitable to 
associate myself with the parish-clerks of this land ; audi 
I mean as were right worthy in their calling, men of a 
clear and sweet voice, and of becomiug gravity. 

^ow it came to pass, that I was born in the year of 
our Lord Aimo Domini 1655, the year wherein our 
worthy benefactor. Esquire Bret, did add one bell to the 
i-ing of this parbh. So that it hath been wittily said, 
'^ that one and the same day did give to this our church 
two rare gifts, its great bell and its clerk." 

Even when I wa& at school, my mbtress did ever ex- 
tol me above the rest of the youth, in that I had a laud- 
able voice. And it was furthermore observed, that I 
took a kindly aflfection unto that black letter, in which 
our bibles arc printed. Yea, ofteu did I exercise my- 
self in singiog godly ballads, such as, " Tlie Lady and 
Death," " The Children in the Wood," and " Chevy- 
chace ;" and not like other children, in lewd and trivial 
ditties. Moreover, while I was a boy, I always adven- 
tured to lead the psalm next after master William Hai- 
ris, my predecessor, who (it must be confessed to the 

sure him. After all, he was a man of great abilities, of much opeo- 
ness and frankness of nature, of much courtesy and benevolence, inde- 
fati^ble in his studies, and in performing constantly the duties of his 
station. His character is finely drawn by the marquis of Halifax ; one 
paragraph of wliich is too remark^|>le to be omitted : ** His iwfifEer- 
ence for preferment, his contempt not only of splendour, bat of all 
unnecessary plenty; his degrading himself to the lowest, and moftt. 
painful duties of his calling; are such unprelatical qualities, that let 
him be never so orthodox in other things, in these he must be a df»- 
senter.** Few persons or prelates would have had the boldness and 
honesty to write such a remonstrance to Charles II. on his dissolute 
life and manners, as did Burnet in tbe j^ear 1080. We may easily 
guess what the sycophants of that profligate court, and their profli- 
gate master, said and thought of the piety and freedom of this letter. 

Dr. Wahton. 
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gloiy of God) was almost exceUeat psurisbclerk in that 
liis da^. 

Tet, be it ackoowledged, that, at the age of sixteeD, I 
became aconipany keeper, being led into idle coDvena- 
tipn by mj extraordinary love to ringing ;. insomuch, 
that in a short time I was acquainted with every set of 
bells in the whole country : neither could. I be prevailed 
upon to absent myself, from wakies, being^ called thereunto 
by the harmony of the steeple. While I was in these 
fpcieties, I. gave myself up to unspiritual pastimes, such 
as wrestling, dancing, and cudgel-playing; so that I 
often returned to my father^s house with a broken pat8* 
I had my head broken at Milton by Thomas Wyat, as 
we played a bout or two for a hat, that was edged witli 
silver galloon ; but in the year following, I broke thie 
head of Ifenry Stubbs, and obtained a hat not inferior 
to the former. At Yelvertpn, I encounter^ Gcorgp 
Cummins, weaver, and beheld my head was broken a 
second time \ At the wake of Waybrook I engaged WH- 
liam Slmkins, tanner, when lo, thus was my head broken 
a third time, and much blood trickled therefrom^ But 
I administered to my comfort, saying within myself, 
*< What man is there, howsoever. dexterous in any craSt, 
who is for aye on his guard ?" A week after I had a 
base-bom child laid unto me; for, in the day« of VBf 
youth, I was looked upon as a follower of venereal fan- 
tasies: thus was I led into sin by the comeliness of Su- 
sanna Smithy who first tempted me, and then put me to 
shame : for, indeed, she was a maiden of a seducing eye, 
and pleasant feature. I humbled myself before the jua- 
tice, I acknowledged my crime to our curate, and to do 
away mine offences, and make her some atonement, 
was joined to her in holy wedlock on. the sabbath dflj(, 
foUowiiig. 
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Hew often do those tilings which seem uoto us- misfor- 
tunes, redound to our advantage ! for the minister (who 
had long looked on Susanna as the most lovely of his 
parishiooerB) liked so well of roj demeanour, that he re- 
commended me to the honour of being his clerk, which 
was then become vacant bj the decease of good master 
William Harrb. 

.[Here ends the first chapter.; after which follow Mjr 
or sixty pages of his amours in general, and that pcir- 
ticular one with Susanna his present wife ; but I proceed 
to chapter the ninth.] 

No sooner was I elected into mine office, but I laid 
aside the powdered gallantries of my youth, and became 
a new man. I considered myself as in some wise of 
ecclesiastical dignity, since by wearing a band, which is 
■no small part of the ornament of our clergy, I might 
not unworthily be deemed, as it were, a shred of the 
linen vestment of Aaron. 

Thou mayest conceive, O reader, with what concern 
I perceived the eyes of the congregation fixed upon me, 
when I first took my place at the feet of the priest; 
When I raised the psalm, how did my voice quaver for 
fear ; and when I arrayed the shoulders of the minis- 
ter with tiie surplice, how did my joints tremble under 
me ! I said within myself, " remember, Paul, thou 
standest before men of high worship, the wise Mr. Jus- 
tice Freeman, the grave ^r. Justice Thomson, the 
good Lady Jones, and the two virtuous gentlewomen 
her daughters ; nay the great Sir Thomas Truby, knight 
and baronet, and my young master the esquire, who 
shall one day be lord of this manor." JN'otwithstanding 
wliich, it was my good bap to acquit myself to the good 
liking of the whole congregation ; but the Lord forbif^> 
. I should glory therein. 
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[The next chapter coDtaifis au aceoiiut liow he ^b- 
charged the several duties of his office ; iu particular he 
iiisiBts 00 the following :] 

I iras determined to reform the manifold eomiptioDs- 
and abuses, which had crept into the churcli. 

Pirsty I was especially severe in shipping forth dogjs 
from the temple,"excepiing the lapdog of the good widow 
Howard, a sober dog which yelped not, nor was tliere 
oITcnce in his mouth. 

Secondly. I did even proceed to moroseness, though. 
sore against my heart, unto poor hades, hi tearing from, 
them the half-eaten apples, which they privily munched 
at church. But verily it pitied me, for I remembered 
the days of my youth. 

Thirdly. With the sweat of my own hands^ I did 
make plain and smooth the dogs^ cars throughout our 
great Bible. 

Fourthly. The pews and benches, which were former- 
ly swept but once iu three years, I caused every Satur- 
day to be swept with a besom, and tnmmed. 

Fifthly, and lastly. I caused the surplice to be neatly 
darned, washed, and laid io fresh lavender (yea, and 
sometimes to be sprinkled with rose-water,) and I had 
great laud aiul praise from, all the neighbouring clei^^. 
forasmuch as uo parish kept the minister io deanec 
linen. 

[Notwithstanding these 4iis public cares, in the cle^ 
*yenth chapter he inforros us, he did not neglect his usual 
occupations as a handycralhsman.] 

Shoes, salth he, did I make (and if intreatcd, mend), 
with good approbation ; faces also did I shave, and I 
clipped the hair. Chirurgery I also practised in tlie 
worming of dogs ; but to bleed adventured I not; except 
the poor. Upon this my twofold profession there paired 
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amoDg men a meitj tale, delectable enough to be re- 
hearsed ; how that beiug overtaken in li' iuor one Satur- 
day evening, I shaved the priest villi Spauish blatkiDg 
for shoes iuslead of a washball, aud with lamp-black 
powdered bis peruke. But these were savings of men, 
delighting in their own conceits more than in the truth. 
For it is veil known, tliat great was my skill in these 
my crafts ; yea, I once had the honour of triq;ming Sir 
Thomas himself without fetching blood. Farthermore, 
I was sought unto to geld the Lady Frances her spaniel, 
which was wont to go astray ; he was called Tob}', that 
is to say Tobias. Aud thirdly, I was entrusted witli a 
gorgeous pair of shoes of the said lady to set a heelpiece 
thereon ; and I received such praise, therefore, that it 
was said all over the parish, I should be recommended 
unto the king to mend hhoes for his majesty : whom God 
preserve ! Amen. 

[The rest of this chapter I purposely omit, for it must 
be owned, that wheQ he speaks as a shoemaker he ia 
very absurd. He talks of Moses pulling off his shocf, 
of tanning the hides of the bulls of Basan, of Simon the 
tanner, &c. and takes up four or five pages to prove, that 
when the apostles were instructed to travel without 
shoes, the precept did not extend to their succes- 
sors.] 

[The next relates how he discovered a thief with a 
Bible and key, and experimented verses of the psalms^ 
that had cured ague&J 

[I pass over many others, which inform us of parish 
affairs only, such as of the succession of curates ; a list 
of the weekly texts ; what psalms he chose on prober 
occasions ; and what children were born and boned : 
the last of which articles he concludes thus :] 
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That the shame of women may Dot endure, I speak 
not of bastards;. neither will I name the mothers, al- 
though thereby I might delight many grave women of 
the parish : even tier who hath done penance in the 
sheet will I not mention, forasmuch as the church 
hath been witness of her disgrace : let the father who 
hath made due composition with the churchwardens to 
conceal his infirmity, rest in peace ; my pen shaH not 
bewray him, for I also have sinned. 

[The next chapter contains what he calls a great re- 
volution in the church, part of which I transcribe.] 

I^ow was the long expected time arrived, when the 
psalms of king David should be hymned unto the same 
tunes, to which he played them upon his harp ; so was 
I informed by my singing-master, a man right cunning 
in psalmody. ISTow was our overabundant quaver and 
trilling done away, and in lieu thereof was instituted 
the sol-fa, in such guise as is sung in his majesty's 
chapel. We had London singing-masters sent into every 
parish, like unto excisemen ; and I also was ordained to 
adjoin mjself unto them, though an unworthy disciple, 
in order to instruct my fellow parishioners in this new 
manner of worship. What though they accused me of 
Jiumming through the nostril as a sackbut ; jet would I 
not forego that harmony, it having been agreed by the 
worthy parish-clerks of London still to preserve the 
same. I tutored the young men and maidens to tune 
their voices as it were a psaltery, and the church on the 
Sunday were filled with these new hallelujahs. 

[Then follow full seventy chapters, containing an exact 
detail of the lawsuits of the parson and his parishioners 
concerning tithes, and near a hundred pages left blank 
with an earnest desire that the history might be com- 
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pkted bj aoj of his niccessors, in whose time these siuts 
should be ended.]. 

[The oext contains an account of the briefs read in 
the church, and the sums collected upon each. For the 
reparation of nine churches, collected at nine several 
times, 2s, and 7 3-4i/. For fifty families ruined by fire, 
1^. l'2d. For an inundation, a King Chsffles's groat, 
given by Lady Frances, &c.] 

[*Io tlie next he laments the disuse of uedding-ser- 
mous, and celebrates the benefits arising from those at 
funerals, concluding with these words : '^ Ah ! let not 
the relations of the deceased grudge the small expense 
of a hatband, a pair of gloves, and ten shillings, from 
the satisfaction they are sure to receive from a pious 
divine, that their father, brother, or bosom wife, are cer- 
tainly in Heaven.] 

[In another he draws a paoegyrick on one IVIi-s. Mav- 
.garet Wilklns; but, after great encomiums, concludes, 
'^ that notwithstanding all, she was an unprofitable ves- 
sel, being a barren woman, and never ouce having fur- 
nished God's churcli with a christen lag."] 

[We find in another chapter how he ii'as much stag- 
gered in his belief, and distui'bed in his conscience by 
an Oxford scholar, who had proved to him by logic, 
that animals might have rationali nay, immortal souls.; 
but how he was again comforted with the reflection, that 
if so, they might be allowed christian buiial, and great- 
ly augment the fees of the parish.] 

[lu the two following chapters he is overpowered 
wilii vanity. AVe are told, how he was constantly ad- 
mitted to all the feasts and banquets of tlie church ojQ> 
cera, and Che speeches he there made for the good of the 
parish. How he gave hints to }'oiing clergymen to 
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preach ; but above all, how he gave a text for the 30lh 
of January, vrhich occasioned a most excellent sermon, 
(he merits of which he takes entirely to himself. He 
gives an account of a conference he had with the vkar 
concerning the use of texts. Let a preacher (says lie) 
consider the assembly before whom he preachetb, and 
unto them adapt his text. Micah the 3d and l)th af- 
fordeth good matter for couitiers and court-serving men. 
" The heads of the land judge for reward, and thejpeo- 
ple thereof judge for hire, and the prophets thereof di- 
vine for money; yet will they lean upon the Lord, and 
say, Is not the lord among us ?" Were the first minister 
to point out a preacher before the house of commons,* 
would not he be wise to make choice of these words ? 
" Give, and it sliall be given unto ye." Or before the 
lords " Giving no ofTencc, that the ministry be not 
blamed, 2 Cor. vi. 3." Or praising the warm zeal of 
an administration, *' who maketh his ministers a flaming 
fire, Psal. civ. 4." We omit many otlier of his texts as 
too tedious.] 

[From this period tlie style of the book rises ex- 
tremely. Before the next chapter was pasted the effi- 
gies of Dr. Sachevercll, and I found the opposite page 
all on a foam with politics.] 

We are now (says he) arrived at that celebrated year, 
in which the church of England was tried in the person 

* This application of texts is equal in hnmour to what isnid oo tiie 
same subject ia Eachard's Contempt of the Clergy t a work tliat 
abounds in wit, and was evidently much read by Swift. It wms un- 
fortunate for Dr. Sheridan that, with his usual absence of iiindi he 
chose for his text, to a sermon on the accession of George l| **ftB9* 
cieot unto the day is the erU thereof j*^ little imagining any uiEaie 
could be taken. Dr, WiaTOii* ■ 
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of Dr. Sacheverell.^ I had ever tbe interest of our 
high-church at heart, neither would I at any seaaon 
mingle myself in the societies of fanatics, whom I from 
my infancy abhorred more than tbe heathen or gentile. 
It was in these days I bethought myself, that much pro- 
fit might accrue unto our parish, and even unto the na- 
tion, could there be assembled together a number of 
chosen men of the right spirit, who might argue, refine, 
and define, upon high and great matters. Unto this 
purpose did I institute a weekly assembly of divers wor- 
thy men, at the Rose and Crown alehouse, over whom 
myself (though unworthy) did preside. Yea, I did read 
to them the Post-boy of Mr. Roper, and the written let- 
ter of Mr. Dyer, upon which we communed afterward 
among ourselves. 

Our society was composed of the following persons : 
Robert Jenkins, farrier; Amos Turner, collar-maker; 
Geoige Pilcocks, late exciseman ; Thomas White, wheel- 
wrigbt ; and myself. 

First, of the first, Robert Jenkins. He was a man di 
bright parts and shrewd conceit, for he never shoed a 
horse of a whig or a fanatic, but he lamed him sorely. 

Amos Turner, a worthy person, rightly esteemed 
among us for his sufferings, in that he had been honour- 
ed in the stocks for wearing an oaken bough. 

George Pilcocks, a sufferer also; of zealous and lau- 
dable freedom of speech, insomuch that his occupation 
had been taken from him. 

* BoliDgbroke, q)eaking of SachevereU, in his Dedication to Sir 
Robert Walpole, eajrs, ** Yoii had a Scrmun to condemD, and a par- 
sen to nasty for that, I think, was the decent language of the time ; 
and, to carry on the allegory, you roasted him at so fierce a fire, that 
you burnt yourselves ; your arguments being confined to the proposi- 
tions this preacher had advanced, you may seem rather to have justi- 
fied resistance, or the means employed to bring about the RevoIntioD, 
than the AevohitioD itielf.*' Dr. Wabtqs. 
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. Thomas White, of good repate Kkewise, for thst his 
4Uicle by the mother's side had formerly been servitor at 
JMlaudliQ college, irhere the glorious Sacheverell was 
educated. 

JN'ow were the eyes of all the parish upoD these .-our 
weekly councils. Id a short space the minister came 
among us; he spake concerning us and our couucils to 
a multitude of other ministers at the visitation, and they 
spake thereof unto the ministers at London, so that eveu 
the bishops heard and marvelled thereat. Moreover^ 
Sir Thomas, member of parliament, spake of the same 
unto other members of parliament, who spake thereof 
UDto the peers of the realm. Lo ! thus did our councils 
enter into the hearts of our generals and our lawgivers ; 
and from henceforth, even as we devised, thus did they. 

[After this, the book is turned on a sudden from his 
own life to a history of all the public transactions of Eu- 
rope, compiled from the newspapers of those times. I 
could net comprehend the meaning of this, till I perceiv- 
ed at last, to my no small astonishment, that all the mea- 
sures of the four last years of the queen, together with 
the peace at Utredit, which have been usually attiibut- 
ed to the earl of Oxford, duke of Ormond; Lords Har- 
court and Bolingbroke, and other great men, da here 
most plainly appear to have been wholly owing to Bxh 
bert Jenkins, Amos Turner, George Pilcocks, Thomas 
White, but above all; P; P; 

The reader may be sure I was very inqulaitivR aAer 
this extraordinary writer, whose work I have here ab- 
stracted. I took a journey into the country on purpose-: 
but could not find the least trace of him : till by ac<d^ 
dent I met an old clergyman, who said he could not be 
positive, but thought it might be one Paul Philips, who 
had been dead about twelve years. And upon ioquiryi 
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all we fXNiki kwn ef that penoa horn the neighfaourbood » 
was, that lie had beeo tak^ notice of for swallowing :> 
ioaehea, waA lemenbered by some people b^ a black i'.. 
and white cur with one ear, that constantly followed 
him.] 

[In the ditircb-jard I read this epitaph, said to be 
wdtteo by himself.] 

Q reader, if that thou caast read; 

Look down upon this stone ; 
Boatt we can, Death is a man 

nChat never spareth none. 



■*: 
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LAW IS A BOTTOMLESS PIT : 

OR, 

THE HISTORY 

OF 

JOHN BULL* 

PCBLISHEO FROM « 

A MANUSCRIPT FOUND IN THE CABINET OF THE FAMOUS 
SIR H. POLESWORTfl, IN THE YEAU 1712. 



* The History of John Boll, when first published in detached parta 
by J. Morphew, in 1712, was said to be " bj the aatbor of the New 
Atalantis.** As it now stands, the ^rhole has been methodised, and 
some few passages omitted. Seeparticalarljchap. xiii. N. 



:,% *' You mu8t1>uy a small tiro-pennj pamphlet called lA» is a 
bottomless Pit. It is very prettil7 written y aird there will be a second 
part" Journal to Stella, March 10, 171 M2. 

** The second part of Law is a bottomless Pit is just now printed : 
mnd better, I think, t^an the first'* /Hd, March 16, 1711-12. 

** The Appendix to the third partof John BuU was published yes- 
terday ; it is eq^ to the last. I hope you read John Bull. It was 
a Scotch gentleman, a friend of mine, that wrote it ; but th^ put it 
upon me.*^ Ibid, May 10, 1712. 

** John Bull is not wrote by the person you imagine. It is too 
good for another to own. Had it been Onib-ttreet, I woaki have let 
people think as they please ; and I think that*! right** Ibid, June 17. 

'* Have you seen the fourth part of John SuU f ft is e^aal tio the 
irst, and extremely good.*^ Ibid^ Aofpmii. 
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CHAP. I. 

THE OCCASION OF THE LAWSUIT. 

I NEBD not tell you of the great quangels that have 
happened in our neighbourhood unce the death of the . 
late Lord Strutt ;* how the parson^f and a cunning at- 
t6mey4 S^ ^^^ ^ settle his estate upon his coutdn Phi- 
lip Baboon|| to the great disappointment of his eoosiii 
Esquire South.§ Some stick not to saj, that the parson 
and the attorney forged a will, for which they were well 
paid by the family of the Baboons: let that be as it will, 
it is matter of fact, that the honour and estate have con- 
tinued every since in the person of Philip Baboon. 

Tou know that the Lord Strutts have for many years 
been possessed of a very great landed estate, well con- 

* Charles II. of Spain died without issae; and 

f Card. Portocarero and the 

X marshal of Harcoart, employed, as is supposed, by the boose of 
Bourbon, prevailed opon him to make a will, by which he settled the 
succession of the Spanish monarchy upon 

ll* Philip of Beorbon duke of Aiyou, though his right had by the 
most solem renmieiatiaBs been barred in favour of 

f the Archduke Charles of Austria ; ^ 
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ditioned, wooded, watered, with coal, salt, tio, copper, 
iroD, &c. all within themselires ; that it has been the 
misfortune of that family to be the property of their 
stewards, tradesmen, and inferior servants, which has 
brought great incumbrances upon them ; at the same 
time, their not abating of their expensive way of living 
has forced them to mortgage their best manors : it is 
credibly reported, that the butcher's and baker's bill of a 
Lord Strutt, that lived two hundred years ago, are not 
yet paid. 

When Philip Baboon came first to the possession of 
the Lord Strutt's estate, his tradesmen, as is usual upon 
such occasions, waited upon him to wish him joy and 
bespeak his custom : the two chief were John BulF the 
clothier, and Nic. Frogf the linen draper : they told 
him that the Bulls and Frogs had served the Lord 
Strutts with drapery-ware for many years ; that they 
were honest and fair dealers ; that their bills had never 
been questioned ; that the Lord Strutts lived generous- 
ly, and never used to dirty their fingers with pen, ink, 
and counters; that his lordship might depend upon their 
honesty ; that they would use him as kindly as they 
had done his predecesson. The young lord seemed to 
take all in good part, and dismissed them with a deal of 
seeming content, assuring them he did not intend to 
change any of the honourable maxims of hb predeces- 
sors. 

* the English and 

f the Dutch congratulated Philip opon a succession, which they 
«rere not able to prevent: but to disappoint the ambition of 
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CHAP. ir. 

iJU»W BULL AND FROG GREW JEALOUS, THAT THE LORD 
gTRUTT INTENDED TO GIVE ALL HIS CUSTOM TO HIS 
GRANDFATHER LEWIS BABOON.^ 

It happened uufortanately for the peace of our neigh- 
bourhood, thai this young lord had an old cunning rogue, 
or (as the Scots call it) a false loon^ of a grandfather, 
that one might justly call a Jack of all trades ff some- 
times you would see him behind his counter selling 
broad cloth, sometimes measuring linen : next day he 
would be dealing in mercery -ware : high heads, ribands, 
gloves, fans, and lace, be understood to a nicety ; Charles 
Mather could not bubble a young beau better with a 
toy : nay, he would descend even to the selling of tape^ 
garters, and shocbuckles; when shop was shut up, he 
would go about the neighbouriiood, and earn half a crows 
by teaching the young men and muds to dance. By 
these meihods he had acquired immense riches, which 
he used to squander away at back-sword^ quarter-staff 
and cudgel play. In which he took great pleasure, and 
challenged all the country. Tou will say it is no won« 
3er if Bull and Frog should be jealous of this fellow. 
'' It is not impossible (says Frog to Bull) but this old 
rogue will take the management oi the young lord's bn- 
aness into his hands ; besides, the rascal has good ware, 
and will serve him as cheap as any body. In that case, 
I leave yea to judge what must become of hs and our 

* Lewis the XlVth ; and hinder the Freoch natioo, whose 
\ trade and character are thos described, and whose kins had a 
\ strong disposhioD to war, from beeonung too potent, an alllaiice 
was fimned to ** procure a KasooaUe satisf iction to the house of 
Austria for its preteoaoDi to the Spanish succesrioOr aiMl niSLdient 
TOX. XXIII. U 
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families; we must starve, or turn joumeymeo to old 
Lewis BabooD ; therefore, neighbour, I hold it adTisa- 
ble, that we write to youog Lord Strutt to know the 
bottom of this matter." 



CHAP, IIL 

A COPY OF BULL AND FROG^S LETTER TO LOBX» 

STRUTT* 

:SLY LORD, 

I SUPPOSE your lordship knows, that the Bulls and 
the Frogs have served the Lord Strutts with all sorts of 
drapery-ware time out of mind : and whereas we are 
jealous, not without reason, that your lordship intends 
henceforth to buy of your grandsireold Lewis Baboon; 
this is to inform your lordship, that this proceeding does 
not suit with the circumstances of our families, who have 
lived and made a good figure in the world by the gene- 
rosity of the Lord Strutts. Therefore we think fit to 
acquaint your lordship, that you must find sufficient se- 
curity to us,^ our heirs and assigns, that you will not 
employ Lewis Baboon ; or else we will take our rem<y 
dy at law, clap an action upon you of 20,000/. for old 
debts, seize and distrain your goods and chattels, which, 
considering your lordship's circumstances, will plufoge 
you into difficulties, from A?hich it will not be easy to 
extricate yourself; therefore we hope, when your lord- 



* security to England and Holland for their dominions, navigation, 
und commerce, and to prevent the union of the two monurdiieS) 
France and Spain.** To effect these purposes, Queen ^nne was by 



JOHN BULL. 167 

dbip bat better considered oo it, you win com^ j irith 

tbedeAroof 

Your loviog friends, 

JOHN Bum 
NIC. FROG. 

Some of Bull's friends advised him to take feotlelp 
methods witb the young lord ; but John naturally loved 
rough play. It is impossible to express the surprise of 
the Lord 8tiutt apon the receipt of this letter; be was 
not flush IB ready either to go to law, or clear dd debts, 
neither could he find good bail : he offered to brlog 
matters to a friendly accommodation ; and promised, upon 
his word of honour, that he would not change his dra- 
pers ; but all to no purpose, for Bull and Frog saw 
cleariy that old Lewis would have the cheating of him. 



CHAP. IV, 

HOW BmLL AMD FROO WENT TO LAW WITH LORD STBUI^ 
ABOUT THB PREMISES, AI«D WERE JOimSD BT THE 
REST OF THE TRADESMEN. 

All endeavours of accommodation between Lord 
Strutt and his drapers proved vain ; jealousies Increased* 
and Indeed It was rumoured abroad, that Lord Strut! 
had bespoke his new liveries <tf old Lewis Baboon. 
This eomhig to Mn. Bull's* ears, when John Bull came 
home, he found all his family io an uproar. Mrs. Bull^ 
you must know, was very apt to be choleric. ^ Tou sot^'^ 
says she, ^ you loiter about alehouses and tavenis, q>end 

* the parliament precipitated into tkewar as a principal. Amm% 
her allies were 
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yoar time at billiards, Diaepins, or pappet-sliows, or flaunt 
about the streets iu your new gilt chariot, nevei^ miodiiig 
iiie nor jour numerous fanrilj. DodH jou hear how 
Lord Strutt has bespoke his liveries at Lewis Baboon^s 
shop? DonH you see how that old fox steals away your 
customers, and turns yon out of your business every 
4ay9 and you sit like an idle drone with your hands in 
your pockets? Fie upon it! up man, rouse thyself ; I'll 
sell to my shift, before I'll be so used by that knave.'' 
You roust think Mrs. Bull had been pretty well tuned 
up by Frog, who chimed in with her learned harangue. 
No farther delay now, but to counsel learned in the law 
they go, who unanimously assured them both of the jus- 
tice and infallible success of their lawsuit 

I told you before, that old Lewis Baboon waa a sort 
of a Jack of all trades, which made the rest of the trades- 
men jealous, as well as Bull and Frog ; they hearing of 
tlie quarrel, were glad of an opportunity of joining 
against old Lewis Baboon, provided that Bull and Frog 
would hear the charges of the suit; even lying Ned, 
the chimney-sweeper of Savoy,* and Tom, the Portugal 
dustman,! put in their claims ; and the cause was put 
into the hands of Humphry Hocus the attomey^^ 

A declaration was drawn op to diow ^ That Bull and 
Frog had undoubted right by prescription to be drapetr 
to the Lord Strutts; that there were aeveral old con- 
tracts to that purpose ; that Lewis Baboon had taken up 
the trade of clothier and draper, witliout serving <hki 
lime or purchasing his freedom ; that he sold goods that 
were not marketable, without the stamp ; that he Umself 



* the duke of Savoy and 
- f the kiog of Portugal ; and 

X John Churchill, duke of Marlborough, wai appointed general io 
i:luer of the confederate anily. 
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was note fit for a Imlly than a tradesman, and veot 
about tbMDgfc ail the coontrj faiiv, challenging people 
to light prisBM, wrestling, and cudgel -plaj ;" and 
dance moit to this porpoce. 



CHAP. V. 

TBS TRVB CtfiRACnnS OF JO»K BCIL, KtC. F&CC, AHB 

BCCUS. 

For the betler ooderstanding ihe (bliowing bistoij^ 
the reader ought to know, that Bull, in the maio, was 
«o lionest plain-dealing fellow, choleric, bokl, and of a 
rerj uncotfitant temper; he dreaded not old Lewis, 
ekhcr at back-sword, single fakbicn, or cndgel-plaj ; 
bat then he was very apt to quanrel with his beat friends, 
espedallj if thej pretended to goTcm him : if joii 
flattered him, you miglit lead him like a chiUI. John*s 
temper depended verymtich opon the air; his spirits 
rose and fell with the weather-glass. John was quick, 
and oadentood his business very well ; but do man aliTc 
WM mm« earel«8« In IdOKiug into lib accounts. OT fflore 
cheated by partners, apprentices, and servants. This 
was occasioned by hk being a boon companion, loving 
bis bottle and his diversion ; for, to say truth, no man 
kept a better bonse than John, nor spent his money more 
generously. By plain and fair dealing, John had ac- 
quired some phims, «id might have kept them, bad it 
not been for Iris unhappy lawsuit. 

Kic. Frog was a cunning, sly m boreson, quite Ibe re% 
verse of John in many particulais; oovetom^ frugal ; 
minded domestic albfas ; would pinch his belly to save 
h\f pocket : never lost a farthing by careless servants^ nu 
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bad debtors. He did not care mueh for anj sort of di- 
renions, except tricka of High GertnaD artists, and 
l^er^de-mmn : no man exceeded Nic. in these : yet it 
must be owued, that Nic was a fair dealer, and io that 
vaj acquired immense riches. 

Hocus was an old cunning attorney ; and though this 
was the first considerable suit that ever he was engag- 
ed in, he showed himself superior in his address to most 
of his profession ; lie kept always good clerks, he loved 
money, was smooth-tongued, gave good words, and sel- 
dom lost his temper ; he was not Avorse than an infidel, 
for he provided plentifully for his lamily; but he Iove({ 
hiaiself better than them all : the neighbours reported 
that he was henpecked ; which was impossible by such a 
miidHBpiriled woman as his wife was. 



CHAP. VI. 

09 THE TABIOVS SUCCESS OF THE LAWffVIT.. 

Law k a bottomless pit : it is a eormoraot, a harpy, 
that devours every thing. J<>1id BttU-^As llau^cedi^ 
the lawyers, that his suit would not last above a year 
or two at most; that before that tiipe he would be io 
quiet possession of his business; yet ten long years did 
Hociu steer his cause through all the meanders of the 
law, and all the courts. No skill, no address was wantr 
ing : and, to say truth, John did not starve his cauea : 
there wanted not yellow boys to fee counsel, hire wit< 
nesses, and bribe juries: Lord Stnitt was generally cast, 
never had one verdict in his favour; and John waspro* 
nised that the next^ and the next, would be the final 
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determioitisD :* but alas ! that final determinatioQ and 
liapp7 coadunoo was like an enchanted island, the near- 
er John came to it, the farther it trent from him : new 
trials upon new points still arose ; new doubts, new mat- 
ters to be cleared ; in short, lawyers seldom part with 
so good a cause, till thej liave got Uie oyster, and their 
clients the shell. John's readj money, book*debts, 
bondsi mortgages, all went into the lawyers' pockets : 
then John began to borrow money upon bank-stock hkI 
£ast-India hoods : now and then a farm wenttopol: at 
last it was thought a good expedient to set up Escjpiive 
South's title, to prove the will foiiged, and dispossess Phi- 
lip^ Lord Strutt, at ooce.t Here again was a new field 
fior the lawyers, and the cause grew more intricate than 
ever. John grew madder and madder ; wherever he 
met any of Lord Strutt's servants, he tore off their 
clothes : now and then you would see them come home 
naked, without shoes, stockings, and linen. As for old 
Lewis Baboon, he was reduced to his last shift, though 
he had as many as any other : his children were reduc- 
ed from rich silks to Doily stuffi, his servants In Fags» 
and bare-footed : instead of good victuals, they now liv- 
ed upoB «eck*beel^ and bullock's liver : in shcMt, nobody 
got much by the matter, but the men of law. 

* The war was carried oo agaimt France and Spain with freat 
success, and a peaee mi^ht have been coocloded upon the principles 
of the alliance: fantapartltiODQrtheSpnniflhdoBiiniiMainflnroaror 
uie hooe of Austria, 'and an engagiemeat that tbesame parsoa 4vMMd 
never he king of Prance and Spain, were not now thoo^t solBciient 

t R was faitisled, that tiie wiU in favour of PUUp was eontmy to 
treaty i «■< thnrai was a pariiamcntary dcdaratioa for cootianiiii 
th* war, tiU he di«iil4 be dethroned. 
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CHAP. VIL 

HOW JOHN BULL WAS 90 MIGHTILY PLBASVD WITH U19 
SrCCESS, THAT HE WAS GOING TO LEAYK OFF HTR 
TRADE, AND TURN tAWTlR. 

It Ib wisely observed bj a great philosopher, that 
babit is a second nature : this was Terified in the case 
of John Bull, who from an honest and plain tradesman, 
had got such a haunt about the courts of justice, am! 
sucb a jai^on of law-words, tliat he concluded himself 
as able a lawyer as any that pleaded at the bar, or sat 
on the bench: be was overheard one day talking to him* 
felf after tliis manner :* " How capriciously does fate 
or chance dispose of mankiud ? How seldom is that bu- 
siness allotted to a man, for which he is fitted by dR'^ 
tare? It is plain I was intended for a man of law : how 
did my guardians mistake my genius, in placing me» 
like a mean slave, behind a counter ? Bless me ! what 
immense estates these fellows raise by the law ? Besides, 
it is the profession of a gentleman. What a pleasure it 
is to be victorious in a cause ? to swagger at tbe bar ? 
What a fool am I to drudge any more in this woollen 
trade ? for a lawyer I was born, and a lawyer I will 
be; one is never too old to learn.*' All this while John 
had conned over such a catalogue of hard words, as 
were enough to coi^re up the devil ; this he used to 
babble indifferently in all companies, especially at cof- 
fee-houses; so that his neighbour tradesmen began to 
shun his company, as a man that was cracked. To- 
stead of aflfaiis of Black well hall, and the price of broad 

* The manners and sontiments of the nation became extravacar.t 
and chineriQal. 
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tlotb, vool, and baizes, be Ulka of ooUiiug but actioOB 
opoo tbe case, leUunB, capiaa, alias capias, deoninen, 
▼enire facias, replevins, supersedeases, certioraris, writs 
of error^ aclioiis of trover and coeversioi], trrnpawri, 
precipes and dedimus. Tbb was matter of jest to tbe 
learned io law; bowever. Hocus, and tbe rest of tbe 
tribe;, encouraged Jobo in bis fancj, assuring bini, tbat 
be bad a great genius for law ; tbat tbey questioned 
not, but in time be might raise money eoougb fay It to 
reimburse bim all bb charges; tbat if be studied, be 
would undoubtedly arrive to the dignity of a lord cbief 
justice I* as for tbe advice of honest friends and ne^- 
bours, John despised it ; he looked upon them as fel- 
lows of a low geniusk poor grovelling mechanics; John 
reckoned it more honour to have got one favourable ver- 
dict, than to have sold a bale of broad cloth. As for 
^ic. Frog, to say the truth, he was more prudent; for 
though be followed bis lawsuit closely, be neglected not 
his ordinary business^ but was both in court and in bis- 
diop at the proper houis^ . 



GHAP. VIIL 

mow JOtiN DISCOVERED THAT HOCUS HAD AN IKTRIOtS 
WITH HIS WIVB ; AMD WUAT F0LI4»WED XBCEl^ 
UPON. 

John bad not run on a madding so long, bad it not 
£een for an extravagant bitch of a wife, whom Hocus 
perceiving John to be fond of, was resolved U> win over 
to his side. It is a true saying, ^ tbat tbe last man of 

* Hold the balance' of power. 
h2 
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the pariib» that knows of hit cuekoldoiiH it bifflndf. 
It was obsenrod b)r ali the nei|^iboiiriiood> that Hocut 
had dealings with Joho's wife,^ that wove oot so wnick 
for hb honour; but this was perceived by Joha a lit- 
tlo toohite; she was a luxurious jade, lored 8|deodid 
ei|ttipoges^ pi V» treats, aod balls, diflferiog very auich 
from the sober maoners of her aocestoi% and by bo 
means fit finr » tradesmaD^s wife*^ Hocus M her extra- 
vagancy (what was still more shamefiil) with John's 
own monej. Every h^Ay saidi thai Hocus had a month's 
mind to her body; be that as it will, it is matter of fact, 
thai upoui all occasions she ruaout extsavagaotiy on the 
praise of Hocus.^ When John used to be finding fiuilt 
idth his billi^ she used to reproaehhim as ungrateful to 
his greatest benefactor f one that had taken so omch 
paios in his lawsuit, and retrieved his family from the 
oppresrion of old Lewis Baboon. A good swingeiqg. 
sum of Jdia's rea^est cash, went toward buildiBg of Ho* 
cus's countiy-housct This aflbir between Hocus and 
Mrs. Bull was now so open, thai ail the wodd were 
scandalised at it ; John was not so dodpatedi but at lasi* 
he took, the hint. The parson- of the parish preaching 
one day with more zeal than- sense against adulteryj: 
Mrs. Bull told her husband, that he was a very uncivil 
fellow to use such coarse language before people of con* 
ditioo; that Hocus, was of the same mind; and thai 
they woirid join to have him turned out of his living. 

* Aod it waa believed tftat the {eneral tampered with the parlia- 
ment, 

f who Kttled upoB him the manor of Woodrtodc, and aftenraad 
entailed that, with 6000L per onmifii, payable out of the poit-oiBce, to 
^fefcend with hii honours ; over and abore this, an iamenie na was 
expended in buildiog Blenheim-houie. About this time (November §, 
1709) 

X Dr. Henry Sacheverell preached a •emon agsioit popular rtiif- 
taice of regal authority. . 



JOHN BULL. 175 

for mliig |Mnmnl relleetioiM.* How do yon aeao^ 
says Jobn^by penonalreflectioDB? I hope io Ood» wife^ 
he did not rsfleet upoo you? * No^ thank Ood, my ib» 
putatloo Is too well established in the world to reedvo 
aay hurt firsn sach a foul-iiiottth'd seomidrel as he; his 
doctriae tends oidy to oiake husbaodB tjrraots^ and whrss 
slares; anst we be shut up, and hnsbaDds left to their 
liberty f Very pretty ind^ ! a wife must nerer go 
abroad with a PlatODic to see a play or a ball ; she must 
ueyer stir without her husband, nor walk in Sprin|^|;aik 
den with a cousin. I do say, husband, and I will stand 
by It, that without the innocent freedoms of life, matri- 
mooy would be a most intolerable state; and that a 
wife^s yirtue ought to be the result of her own reasou, 
and not of her husband's government; for my part I 
would scorn a husband that would be jealousy if he sair 
a fellow abed with me."t All this while, John's Mood 
boiled in his veins : he was now confirmed in all his su»- 
pidons; jade, bitch, and whore, were the l)est words 
John gave her4 Things went from better to worse, till 
Mrs. Bull aimed a knife|| at John, though JcAn throw 
a bottle} at her head very brutally indeed : and after 
this tboe was nothing but confusion ; bottle% g^asses^ 
spoons, plates^ knivei^ forics, and dishes flew about like 

' The taoaie of eonuBODs voted this aemwB a libel on her m^iefty 
and her govenaaeni, the revolutioii, the protestant ncceaioo, aod 
the parliament: they impeached Mm of high crimes and nmdemean- 
ooTi ; he wai nleaeed for three yean, and the sermoo burnt by the 
kaagmaa. 

f These proeeedingii earned a great ferment in the nation. 

X The hoaie complained of being aspersed and vilified; opprobri> 
oQS terms were used by both parties, and one had recourse to 

H military power, because it wai assaolted by the other with 

\ tumult and riot 



h3 
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dust ;'^ (he vesak of which was, that Mrs. Bull rcceivei] 
a bniisef in her right side, of which siie died half a jear 
after. The bruise iiupostbuinatcd, and afterward tura*- 
ed to a etinkinn; ulcere w^iich- oiade every body Ay to 
come near lier; yet she waoted not the help of many 
able physicians, who attended very diligently, and did 
what men of skill could do : but all to no purpose, for 
her condition was now quite desperate^ all regular phy- 
sicians, and her cearest relations^ having given- he^ 
oijien. 



CHAP. IX, 

BbW SOME QUJLCKS UNDERTOOK TO CURE MRS. BULL OT 

HER ULCEr4 

There is nothing so impossible in nature, but mouc- 
tcbanks will undertake ; nothing so incredible; but they 
will affirm : Mrs. BulPs condition was looked upon as 
desperate by alT the men of art ; but there were those, 
that bragged they had an infallible ointment and plas- 
ter, which being appKed to the sore, would cure it in a 
fiew days ; at the same time they would give her a pill, 
that would purge off all her bad humours^ sweeten her 
blood, and rectify her -disturbed imagination. In spite 
of all applications, the patient grew worse every day; 
she stunk so nobody durst come within a stone's throw 

* The confurioa erery day fncreaied ; the whi^ or low church par- 
ty in the house of commons began to decline. After much contention 
and debate 

T the Parliament wai prorogued, 

\ and notwithitinding many attempti to prolong it, partifularly 
flooi^ difficulties started by the lord 
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of kcr, tiikiA diose quacks if ho attemled ber dose, and 
•ppr c hea d ed no danger. If mie mktd (hem, bow Bin. 
Bull did? Setter and better, said thej; the parts beal, 
andber citoMHution nends ; if she submits tooor gon^cfrn- 
■eDty slieirill be abroad kx a little time. Nay; it Is're- 
podsd, that they wrote to her friends fn the cooMry, 
that sbe should dance a jig; next October io Westminster- 
ball, and that ber ilhiess bad cliiefl^r been owing to bad 
physlelans. At last one of them* was sent for in great 
haste, his patient grew worse and worse: wlien lie came, 
he affirmed that it was a gross mistake, and that she was 
never in a fairer way : Bring hither the salve, sajs he, 
and give her a ptentiAd draught of my cordial. As he 
was applying his ointments, and administering the cor- 
dial, the patient gave up (he ghost, to the great confu- 
sion of the quack, and the great joy of Bull and his 
friends. The quack flung away out of the house In 
great disorder, an^ swore there was foul play, for he was 
sure his medicines were infallible. Mrs. Bull having 
died without any signs of repentance or devotion, the 
clergy would hardly allow her a chrbtian burial. The 
relations had oooe resolved to sue John for the rounter ; 
but considering better of it, and that such a trial woold 
rip up old sores, and discover things not so much to the 
reputation of the deceased, they dropped their design. 
She kfl no will, only there was found io her strong box 
the followiJDg words wrote on a scrip of paper, ** Uy 
cune ou John Bull, and all my posterity, if ever they 
come to any composition with the Lord Strutt.** 

She left him three daughters, whose names were F<v 
lemia, Discordia, and U8uria.t 

• chanceflor, it was dissolved Sept. 21, 1710. 
f War, Faction, and Usury. 
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"'CHAP. X. 

«lv !)iini vMj^'ti ncoiiDwiFB» amd tun oomAQTuat 

r^:A".-i'. ,f HAT SBB «ATS HIM.* 



ir-_ 
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JoRM qukUj gol At better of Ubgriefi aod teriog 
that neither hie contdtutkiii nor the afiaiiw of hto famiJj, 
Miild permit him to thro. ia aa unmarried state, he 
reaalved to get him another Mfe 9 a coiuin of his last 
vife'v was proposed, but John would have no more of 
the breed : in short, he wedded a sober country gentle- 
woman, of a good family, and a plentiful fortune, the 
reverse of the other in her temper, not but that she 
loved money, for she was saving, and applied her fortune 
to pay John's clarmorous debts, that the uufrugal me* 
tbods of his last wife, and this ruinous lawsuit had 
brought him into. One day, as she had got her husband 
in a good humour, she talked to him after the following 
mannerrf '* My dear, since I have been yoat wife^ I 
have observed great abuses and disorders in your family ; 
your servants are mutinous and quwrelaome, aod cheat 
you most abominably ; your cook-maid is in a combina- 
tion with your butcher, poulterer, and fishmonger: your 
butler purloins your liquor, and the brewer sells you 
bogwash ; your baker cheats both in weight and in tale ; 
even your milk-woman and your nurseiy^maid have a 
follow feeling ; your tailor, instead of shreds, cabbages 
whole yards of cloth ; besides, leaving such long scorei^ 
and not going to market with ready money, forces us to 
take bad ware of the tradesmen at their own price. 

* The new parliameot, which wai averse to the war, made 
f a reprfieotatioD of the mismaaagemeat io the several offices, ptr* 
ticuiarly those for victualiias aad cMiiog tht nav/ and armj ; 
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TcttbaT0l«lporifidy«iirbooiit.dMia4Miy«Mi| l|ov 
l8 it \ a^»^3far • bui of iimi— iJFti Uep hb aUn 
erentothe^pridatthiirate? Fk«y OodtUiHiQC«|B 
hoMlui^ to God JOB would iMk-mrUiUlli^ 
aodiA ifm matlen iUmd ketveen Fisf aadyw^ 
|NPodi||lMi*mB8 mre tpeot In dib lawndt, mmImojii MHt 
be NnwMd of acrivwen and MoroM at keanry iDtaiBiU 
Berfdaib nj dear, let ae beg of job Id lay aalde tbal 
vildpMJectof leoTii^ your bviieai to turn lawyer, far 
wbieb, let me tell yott»iiaUno never dengoed yon. Be- 
fiere me, tbeae rogues debut flatter, tbat they may pick 
your pocket; oboerve what a parcel of hungry ragged 
fellows lire by your cause; to be sure (hey will never 
make au end on't : I foresee this haunt you have got 
about the courts, will one day or other fariog your family 
to begpwy. Consider, my dear, bow iodeceot it ia to 
aliaodoo your shop, and follow pettifoggen; the habitio 
so strong upon you, that there is hardly a plea between 
two country esquires about a barren acre upon a oobih 
Biai^ but you draw yourself in as bail, surety, or soUd- 
tor.r lohn heard her ail thb while with patienee, tUl 
she pricked his maggot, and touched him in the tender 
point; then ha bnke out Into a violent pasakm, <«Wbaf, 
I not fit for a lawyer! Let me tell you, my dodpeted 
rdiaiioos spofled the greatest genius in the world, when 
they bred me n mechanic, Ijotd Strutt, and his old 
logue of a grmidsire, have found to their cost, that I 
can manage a lawsuit as well as another.'' ** I donH 
deny whatyon say," replied Urs. Bull, '^ nor del call in 
qucsdon your porta; but, 1 say, it does not suit with >nur 
eiicuamtanees : jrou and your prpdecesBors have lived In 
good reputation among your neighbours by this 



* antfof tiie onH that had beoi espended on the war, 
f which was Iwwersr Mill a Ciroorits with the people. 
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clothing-trade, and it were madnefls to lea?e it offl Be- 
tides, there are fey that know all the tricks aod cheats 
of these lawyers: does not jour own experience teach 
you, bow thej have drawn you on from one term to 
another, aod how you have danced the round of ail the 
GOiurts, still flattering you with a final issue, and, for 
aught I Gao see, your cause is not a bit clearer than it 
was seven years ago.-' '^I will be damo'd," says John, 
" if I accept of any composition from Strutt or his 
grandfather; I'll rather wheel about the streets an eo- 
gine to grind knives and scissors ; however, I'll take 
your advice, and look over my accompts." 



CHAP. XI. 

HOW JOHN LOOKED OVER HIS ATTORNEYS BILL. 

When John first brought out the bills, the surprise 
of all the family was unexpressible at the prodigious di- 
mensions of them; they would have measui-ed w4th the 
best bale of cloth in John's shop. Fees to judges, puisne 
judges, cltrks, prothonotaries, filacers, chirographers, 
under clerks, proclamators, counsel, witnesses, jurymen, 
marshals, tipstalTs, criers, porters; for eorollings, exem- 
plifications, bails^ vouchers, returns, caveats, examina- 
tions, filing of writs, entries, declarations, replications, 
Fecordats, noli prosequis, certioraris, mittimuses, demur- 
rers, special verdicts, informations, scire facias, superset 
de. 8, habeas corpus, coach-hire, treating of witnesses, 
<SlC. ^' Verily," says John, " tlicrc are a prodigious 
number of learned words in this law ; what a pretty 
science it is !*' ** A} ! but huttbauJ, you have paid lor 
eyery syllable and letter of these fine words; bless me. 
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M-hat immeiMe suira are at the bottom of the aocotrnt t^ 
John spent leveral weeks to looking over his bills: Md 
by coflnpario^ and stating his accounts, he discoyerad 
that, beside the extrava^nce of every article, he had 
been egregiioiisty cheated ; that he bad paid f<Mr etmmA 
tliat were never feed, for writs that were never drawn^ 
for dionen that were never dressed, and joamies that 
were never made : In short, that the tradesmen, law jen, 
and Frog, had agreed to throw the burden of the law- 
suit upon his shoulders. 



CHAP. XII. 

MOW JOHN GREW ANORT, AND RESOLVED TO ACCEPT 

A composition;* and what methods were 

PRACTISED BT THE LAWYERS FOR KEEPING HIV 
FROM IT. 

Well might the learned Daniel Burgess say, that a 
lawsuit is a suit for life. He that sows his grain upon 
marble, will have many a hungry belly before harvest. 
This John felt by woful experience. John's cause was 
a good milch cow, and many a man subsisted his family 
out of It. However, John began to think it high time 
to look about him. He had a cousin Id the country, 
one Sir Roger Bo1d,t whose predecessors had been bred 
up to the law, and knew as much of it as any body ; but 
having lefk off the profession for some time^ they too( 



* When at Irasth peace was thought to be eligible upon more 
derate terms, a treaty was estered into by 

f Robert Uarlcjr, afterwards earl of Oxford, who wai made tret- 
«rer io the stead of the Lord Godolphin, and there was now not only 

a new par'ianient, but a new ministry. 
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great pleaaire in ccNnpomidiiig Imwiuits among their 
neighbours, for which tbi^ were the aversion of the gen- 
tlemen <rf tiie long robe» and at perpetual war with ril 
the coontrj attorneys. John put hit cause in Sir Soger's 
bands, desiring him to make the best of it : the news had 
no sooner reached the ears d* the lawyers, but they were 
all in an uproar. They brought all the rest of the trades- 
men upon John : 'squire South swore he was betrayed, 
that he would starve before he compounded ; Frog said 
he was highly wronged ; even lying Ned the chimney- 
sweeper, and Tom the dustman, complained that their 
interest was sacrificed.^ The lawyers, solicitors, Hocus, 
, and his clerks, were all up in arms, at the news of the 
composition ; they abused him and his wife most shame- 
fully.! *' You silly, awkward, iilbred, country sow 
(quoth one) have you no more manners than to rail at 
Hocus, that has saved that clodpated numskull'd ninny- 
hammer of yours from ruin, and all bis family ? It is well 
known, how he has risen early and sat up late to make 
him easy, when he was sotting at every alehouse in 
town. I knew his last wife ; she was a woman of breed- 
Ma§f good humour, and complaisance ; knew how to live 
in 'the woarld: as for you, you look like a puppet moved 
by clockwork : your clothes hang upon you, as they 
were upon tenter-hooks, and you come into a room m 
you were going to steal away a pis^^t; get you gone 
Into the country to look after your mother's poultry, to 
mflk the cows, chum the butter, and dress up nosegays 
for a holiday, and not meddle with matters which you 
know no more of, than the signpost before your door : it 
is well known, that Hocus had an establbhed reputation ; 
he never swore an oath, nor told a lie in all his life; he 

* The meamre was oppewd b^ the allies and the geaeraJ ; 
f the hoase of commoni wai ceomred as totally ignonuit of buri. 
ntn; 
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» gratefid to his beoefacton, faithfiil to his frieodi^ libe- 
ral to hk dependantB, and dutiful to hk g up qriow; be 
values not your money more thao the dust under hb 
feet, bat lie bates to be abused. Once for all, Mrs. 
Mjnz, leave cff talking of Hocus, or I will pull out 
those saacer ^es of youn» and make that red-streak 
couotiy bet lodL as raw as an ox cheek upon a but* 
cher's stall : remember, I say, that there are pillories and 
ducking-stoofe.*' With this, away they flung, leaving 
Mis. BuU no time to reply, r^'o stone was left unturned 
to fright John from his composition ; sometimes they 
spread reports at coflee-houses, that John and bis wife 
were run mad; that they intended to give up bouse, and 
make over all their estate to Lewis Baboon ;* that Joho 
had been often heard talking to himself, and seen in the 
streets without shoes mr stockings ; that he did nothing 
bam moniii^ till night but beat his servant^ after hav- 
inig been the best master alive: as for his wife, she was a 
mere paturaL Sometimes John's house was beset wkh 
a whole reg^ent of attorneys' clerks, bailiffii and bail- 
!&' foUowen^ and other small retainen of the law, who 
threw stooes at his windows, and dkt at lumsel^ aa he 
went alfoog the street When John complained of waol 
of ready money to cany on bis suit, they advised him 
to pawn his plato and jewels, and that Mrs. BoU should 
sell her linen and wearing clothes. 



•and it wai Mid, that tht nation would at last be facrifteed ta te 
anMtioQ of France. 
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After tills passage, io some of the early editioDs fol- 
lowed this small chapter, under the title of 

HOW THE LAWYERS AGREED TO SEND DON DIEGO 
DI8MALLO, THE CONJURER, TO JOHN BULL, TO 
DISSUADE HIM FROM MAKING AN END OF HIS LAW- 
SUIT ; AND WHAT PASSED BETWEEN THEM. 

Bull. How does mj good friend Don Diego ? 

Don. Never worse. Who can be easy when their 
friends arc playing the fool ? 

Bull. But then you may be easy, for I am resolved 
to play the fool no longer : I wish I had hearkened to 
your advice, and compounded this lawsuit sooner. 

Don. It is tine ; I was then against the ruinous ways 
of this lawsuit, but looking over my scheme since, I 
find there is an error in my calculation. Sol and Jupi- 
ter were iu a wrong house, but I have now discovered 
their true places ; I find that the stars are unanimously 
of opinion, that you will be successful io this cause ; tliat 
Lewis will come to an untimely end, and Strutt will be 
turned out of doors by his wife and children. Then he 
went on with a torrent of ecliptics, cycles, epicycles, as- 
cendants, trines, quadrants, conjunctions, bullts bears, 
goats and ram?, and abundance of hard words, which, 
being put together, si<):nified nothirtg. John all this wbih: 
stood gaping and staring, like a m^in io a trance« 
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CH^. XIII. 
Mas. bull's tindication or the indispensable 

DUTY or CUCKOLDOM, INCUMBENT UPON WIVES 
IN CASE or THE TYRANNY, INPIDELITY, OB IN- 

surnciENCY or husbands : bring a ruLL an- 
swer TO THE doctor's 8£RM0N AGAINST ADUL- 
TERY.* 

John found daily fresh proofs of the iufidelitj and 
bad desigus of hb deceased wife ; among other thiqgs, 
one daj lookiog over his cabinet, he found the following 
paper : 

It is evident that matrimony is founded upon an ori- 
ginal contract, whereby the wife makes ever the right 
she has by the law of nature to the concuhitus vagus^ in 
favour of the husband : by which he acquires the pro- 
perty of all her posterity. But then the obligation is 
mutual : and where the contract is broken on one side 
it ceases to bind on the other. Where there is a right, 
there must be a power to maintain it, and to punish the 
offending party. The power I affirm to be that original 
right, or rather that indispensable duty of cuckoldom» 
lodged in all wives in the cases above mentiomed. No 
wife is bound by any law, to which herself has not con- 
sented : all economical government is lodged originally 
in the husband and wife, the executive part being in 
the husband ; both have their privileges secured to them 
by law and reason : but will any man infer from the hus- 
band's being invested with the executive power, that 
the wife is deprived of her share, and that which is the 

« The tomi* r^reicatatioa of Uie apeMbeist Sachererell's triS). 
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priocipai branch of it, the original right of cuckoMom ? 
And that she has do remedj lefit, bat preces el hukryma^ 
or an appeal to a supreme court of judicature ? No less 
frivoloua are the arguments, that are drawA from the 
general appellations and terms of husband aad wife. A 
faosbaod denotes several difierent sorts of magistracjr, 
according to the usages and customs of different climates 
and countries. In some eastern nations it signifies a ty- 
rant, with the absolute power of life and death : in Tur- 
key it denotes an arbitrary governor, with power of 
perpetual imprisonment : in Italy it gives the husband 
the power of poison and padlocks ; in the countries of 
England, France, and Holland, it has quite a different 
meaning, implying free and equal government, securing 
to the wife, in certain cases^ the liberty of cuckoldom, 
and the property of pin-money, and separate mainte- 
nance. So that the arguments drawn from the temMt,of 
husband and wife are fallacious, and by no means fit to 
support a tyrannical doctrine, as that of absolute unli- 
mited chastity, and conjugal fidelity. 

The general exhortations to chastity in wives are 
meant only for rules in ordinary cases, but they natural- 
ly suppose three conditions, of ability, justice, and fide- 
lity in the husband : such an unlimited, unconditioned 
fidelity in the wife could never be supposed by reasona- 
ble men: it seems a reflection upon the cb-*rch, to 
chaige her with doctrines that countenance oppression. 

This doctrine of the original right of cuckoldom is 
congruous to the law of nature, which is superior to all 
human laws, and for that I dare appeal to all wives : it 
is much to the honour of our English wives, that they 
have never given up that fundamental point ; and that 
though In former ages they were mufiled up in darkness 
and superstition^ yet that notion seemed eiigraven on 
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nj^iftd^ and the impreaBioD so strong, that notUog 
could imjpak it 

To flBOt the illegalitj of cuckoldoai a|xm aoy pre- 
tence wfaatMefer* were to east odious cdomi upon the 
maified sialic to Uacken the necesniy means of peipe- 
tuatins ftmyiet : socb hiws can oeTer be supposed to 
have been^dcviiDed to defeat tlie very end of matranooy, 
the pnipagatlou of mankind* I call them necessaiy means; 
for in maiijr caaea what other means are left ? Such a 
doctrine wounds the honour of families; unsettles the 
titles to kii^gdom^ boooun, and estates; for if the actiooa 
fron which such settlements sprm^ were illegal, all that 
is built upon them must be so too : but the last is absurd, 
tlier^bre the first nust be so likewise. What is the cause 
tiiat Europe groans at preseut under the bearj load of 
a dud and ezpeosive war, but the tyrannical custom of 
m iKrtain nation, and the scrupulous nicety of a silly 
queen,* in not exercising this indispensable duty of 
cuckoldora, whereby the kingdom might hare had an 
heir, and controverted succession might have been avoid- 
ed ? These are the effects of the narrow maxims of your 
deigy, That one must not do evil, that good may come 
of it 

The assertors of this indefeasible right, nndjus dMNWi 
of matrimony, do all in their hearts favour gallants, and 
the pretenders to married women ; ibr if the true legal 
foundation of the married state be once sapped, and in- 
stead thereof tyrannical maxims introduced, what must 
iMlow but ekpemeDlB instead of secret and peaceaMe 
cuckoldom? 

From all that has been said, one may clearly perceive 
the absurdly of the doctrine of thii seditious, discontent- 
ed, hot-hea^d, ungiAed, unedifying preacher, assertiag^ 

* The <|oeen ofChailes II. of Spain, apos whose death withoat iaoe 
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That the graod security of the matriaaonial atalet and 
the pillar upon which it stands, is founded upon the 
wife's belief of an absolute unconditional iidelitj to the 
husband's bed : by which bold assertion he strikes at the 
root, di^ the foundation, and removes the basis, upoa 
which the happiness of a married state is built As for 
his personal reflections, I would gladlj know who are 
those wanton wives he speaks of? who are those ladies 
of high, station, that he so boldly traduces in his sermon ? 
It is pretty plain whom these aspersions are aimed at, 
for which he deserves the pillory, or something worse. 

In confirmation of this doctrine of tlie indispensable 
duty of cuckoldom, I could bring the example of the 
wisest wives in all ages, who by these means have pre- 
served their husbands' families from ruin and oblivion 
by want of posterity ; but what has been said, is a 
;iulficient ground for punishing tliis pragmatical parse*. 



CHAP. XIV. 

THE TWO GREAT FiiRTnS OF WIVES, THE DEVOTOSS AVD 

TUS HITTS.* 

The doctrine of unlimited chastity and fidelity lo 
wives was universally espoused by iJl husbaudsi who 
went about the country, and made the wives sign pa-^ 
pers, signifying thehr utter detestation and abhon^nce of 
Mrs. Bull's wicked doctrine of the indispensable duty 
of cuckoldom. Some yielded, others refused to part 
with Uieir native liberty ; which gave rise to two great 
parties among the wives^ the devotees and the hittSb 

■* Tht>ft who were for or agailUI tfie doctrine oToOD-miftaBc/. 
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^Though it mittt be owned, the distinctioD was more 
nomina} tban real ; for the devotoes woald abuse free- 
doini aomettmes; and those who were distioguidied bf 
the name of hitts were often yery honest At the same 
time there came out an iDgeoious treatise, with the title 
of ^Good Advice to Husbands;'' in which thej are 
counselled not to trust too much to their wives owning 
the dodtrlne of unlimited conjugal fidelity, and so to ne- 
glect family duty, and a due watchfulness over the 
mannen of their wives; that the greatest security to 
husbands was a vigorous cbnstitution, good usage of their 
wives, and keeping them from temptation; many hus- 
bands having been sufferers by their tnistiog too much 
to general professions, as was exemplified In the case of 
a fodish and negligent husband, who, trusting to the 
efficacy of this principle, was undone by his wifeV 
«l6pement from him. 



CHAP. XV. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE CONFERENCE BETWEEN MRS. WLtt 

AND DON DIBGOk 

The lawyers, as their last effort to pUt off the composi- 
tion, ^nt Don Diego* to John. Don Diego was a very 
worthy gentleman, a friend to John, his mother, and 
present wife^ and therefore supposed to have some in- 
fluence over her : lie had been ill used himself by John's 
lawyers; but, because of some animosity to Sir Roger,t 

'* Among other obMacIef to the treaty, was the oppoatioD of theeaii 
of Nottingharo, a tory nobleman, vho had great influence in the houtt 
of commons. 

f The cause of his animosity, from which this condu(ft is supposed 
to proceed, was Mr. Harley's being chosen to succeed him as principal 
secretary of state, vhen he was ruooved from that office in tlie year 
1704. 

VOL. XXII r. I 



Ida THE mSTORT OF 

was agUQit the componUon.* The confereoce betiMeo 
him and Mrs. Bull was word for word as follows : 

Don Diego. Is it possible, cousia Ball, that you can 
forget the honourable maxiins of the fomily 70a are cone 
of, and break your word with three uf the boneBtest, best 
meaning persons in the world, Esquire South, Fngf and 
Hocus, that have sacrificed tlieir interests to yours ? It 
is base to take advantage of their simplicity and credulity, 
^d leave them in the lurch at last 

Mrs. Bull. I am sure (hey have left my family in a 
bad condition ; we have hardly money to go to market; 
and nobody will take our word for sixpence. A veiy 
fine spark thb Esquire South ! My husband took him in 
a dirty snotty-nosed boy ; it was the business of half the 
^rvauts to attend him, the rogue did bawl and make 
such a noise : sometimes he fell in the fire and burnt his 
face, sometimes broke his shins clambering over the 
benches, often pissed abed, and always came in so dirty, 
as if he had been dragged through the kennel at a board- 
ing-school. He lost his money at chuck-farthing, shuffle- 
cap, and all-fours; sold his books, pawned his linen, 
which we were always forced to redeem. Then the 
whole generation of him are so in love with bagpipes 
and puppetshows t I wish you knew what my hurt>and 
has paid at the pastry-cook's and confectioner^s for 
JN'aples biscuit, tarts, custards, and sweetmeaiB.t All 
this while my husband considered him as a gentleman 
of a good family that had fallen into decay, gave him 
good education, and has settled him in a good oreditaUe 
way of living, having procured him, by hu interest, one 
of the best places of the country : and what return, think 

* He expostulated against the peace with great warmth is theboofe, 
when the queen was prenent incog. 

f Something relating to the nanoenof a great prince, fupentition, 
eve o operas, sbowr, &c. 
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yuby-^oet dnrflne gendemaD make ut? He will haid^ 
fpive me or B J iwiband a g:ood woid, or a civU ezprenim 
imtead of or and madam,* (which thoof^ I say it, is oar 
due) he calls as icoody and gaffer such-a-oae : says, he did 
08 a gieal hooottr Id board with ub: hulB and dings at 
such a rate, hecaose we will not spend the little we have 
left, to get him the title and estate of Lord Stnitt : and 
then, forsooth, we shall have the honour to be his wooUeo- 
drapers. Bendes, Esquire South will be Esquire South 
still ; fickle, proud, and ungrateful. If he behaves him- 
self so, when he depends upon us for his daily bread, can 
any raao say what he will do when he is got above the 
world? 

D* DiBGO. And would you lose the honour of so oo- 
hle and generous an undertaking? Would you rather 
accept tlds scandalous composition, and trust that old 
xqgue, Lewis Baboon? 

link Bull* Look you, friend IMego, if we law it 
on, till Lewis turns honest, I am afraid our credit will 
run low at Blackwell-haU. I wish every man had ins 
own ; but I still say, that Lord Strutt's money shines 
as brifj^t, and chinks as well as Esquire South's. I don't 
know any other hold, that we tradesmen have of these 
freat Hitts, but their interest; buy dear and sell cheap, 
and 111 warrant ye you will keep your customer. The 
worst is, that Lord Strutt's servants have got such a 
haunt about Ihat old rogue's shop^ that it will cost us 
many a firkin of strong beer to bring them back again ; 
and the longer they are in a bad rood, the harder it wiB 
be to get them out of it 

D. Duoo. But poor Frog! what has he done? On 
my conscience, if there be an honest, sincere man in the 
world, it b that Frog. 

• SMnetkisg reteting tofcras and titk^ 
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Mn. BtLL. I tfainky I need Dot tell you how sncb 
Frog haslyeeD obliged to our family from his childhood; 
he eairicfl hii head high now, but he had never been the 
ni&D he is^ without our help.* Ever siooe the com- 
meDcement of this laireuit, it has been the business of 
Hocus, lu sharing our eiqpenses, to plead for Frog. 
*^ Poor Frog/' says he, ** is in hard circumstances ; he 
has a numerous family, and lives from hand to mouth ; 
his childreD don't eat a bit of good victuals from one 
year's end to the other, but live upon salt lierring, sower 
curd, and borecole ; he does his utmost, poor fellow, to 
keep things even in the world, and has exerted himself 
beyond his ability in this lawsuit ; but he really has not 
wherewithal to go on. What signifies this hundred 
pounds ? place it upon your side of the account ; it is a 
great deal to poor Frog, and a trifle to you." This has 
been Hocus's constant language, and I am sure he has 
had obligationg enough to us to have acted another part 

D. Diego. No doubt Hocus meant all this for the 
best, but he is a tender-hearted, charitable man ; Frog 
IS indeed in hard circumstances. 

Mrs. Bull. Hard cmmmstances ! I swear this is 
provoking to the last degree. All the time of the 
lawsuit, as fast as I have mortgaged, Frog has pur- 
chased : from a plain tradesman with a shop, ware- 
house, and country hut, with a dirty fishpond at the 
end of it, he is now grown a very rich country gen- 
tleman, with a noble landed estate, noble palaces, ma- 
nors, parks, gardens, and farms, finer than any we were 
ever master pf.f Is it not strange, when my husband 

* On the other biJa, comphiat was made of the unequal burden of 
Ihc war; 

i and of the aequidtion of the Dutch in Flandcn ; during thcR<* 
debates the house took in consideration 
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JMwini'ilglfiil nms every temi, Frog shoakL be pur- 
chasiof «BBie new ferm or manor? So that if tin 
laimdt larti, be will be for the richest man in Idb eoui^ 
trjTi. What k worse than all this» he steals away mgr 
custonem^fcrj daj ; twelve of the richest and the best 
have left my shop by his persuasion, and whom, to lay 
certain Inowledii^ he has under bonds never to return 
i^jain.: judge you if th^ be neighbourly dealing* 

D. DiECM. Frog is indeed pret^ dose in his deal- 
ings, but very honest: you are so touchy, and take 
things so hotly, I am sure there must be some mistake 
kilhia. 

Mrs. Bull. A plaguy one indeed ! Ton know, and 
have often told me of it, how Hocus and those rogues 
kept mj husband John Bull drunk for five years t«>- 
geUier with punch and strong waters; I am sure he 
never went one night sober to bed, till they got hidi 
to ngn the strangest deed that ever you saw in youc 
life. The methods they took to manage him ni tell 
you another time ; at present I'll read only the wdtitfg. 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 

BBTWEBN 

J0HI9^ BULL, Clothibb, 

I7ICH0LAS FROG, LiHUf-DHAPBR.^ 

I. That for maintaining the ancient good corre^n- 
dence and finendsh^ between the said partiei^ I If ir 

• a treaty whUk had been eooeloded bj iSkt Lord TomMfaend at 
the Hague between the qoeen and the itatcf m ITSO, for MtEoriaf the 
Rrotestspt ncceanos, aad Ibr aetUiDS a barrier fer HoXlaad against 



M4 THE mSVORY OF 

diolas Frog do solemnlj eogngp and pro mfae to keep 
peace in John Bull's familj; that neither his vife, 
cfaildreot nor servants give him any trouble, distuib- 
ance, or molestation whatsoever, Imt to oblige them 
all to do their duty quietly in their respective sta- 
tions; and whereas the said John Bull, from the as- 
sured confidence he has in ray friendship, has appointed 
me executor of his last will and testament, and guap- 
dian to his children, I do undertake for me, my heiis 
and assigns, to see the same duly executed and per- 
formed, and that it shall be unalterable in all its parts 
by John Bull, or any body else : for that purpose it 
shall be lawful and allowable for me to enter his liouse 
at aisy hour of the day or night ; to break open bars, 
boltSk and doors, chests of drawers, and strong bozeq, 
in order to secure the peace of my friend John Boll's 
family^ and to see bis will duly executed. 

II. In coosideratlou of which Und neighbourly office 
of Nicholas Fn^ in that lie has been pleased to aiv 
capt of the aforesaid trust, I John Bull^ having duly 
considered, that my iiriend Nicholas Frog at this time 
lives In a marshy ^il and uawhoksome air infested 
witl^ fogs and daoips destructive of the health of him- 
self wife, and children, do bind and oblige me, my 
heirs, and aseSgns, to purchase for the said Nicholas 
Frog, with the best and readiest ofmy cash, bondsi 
mortgages, goods, and chattels, a landed estate, with 
parksi gardens, palaces, rivers, fields, and outlets, con- 
sisUng of as large extent as the said Nicholas Frog shall 
think fit. And whereas the said Nicholas Frog is at 

France And it wai retolved, that leveral articia of this treaty 
were destructive to the trade and interest of Great-Britain, that Lord 
Tewndiend had no authority to agree to them^ and that he and all 
those, who ad?iaed ratifyins the treaty, were cnemiet to their coua. 
try. 
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present hemmed iu too close by tbe grounds of Lewis 
BabooOy master of the scicDce of defeDce* I the said 
John Bull do oblige myself with tlie readiest of my 
cash, to purchase and enclose the said grounds, for 
as many fields and acres as the said ?^icholas shall 
think fit: to the intent that the said Nicholas may 
have fiee egress and regress, without let or molesta- 
tioD, suitable to the demands of himself and family. 

III. Farthermore, the said John Bull obliges himself 
to make the country neighbours of Nicholas Frog allot 
a certain part of yearly rents to pay for the repairs of 
tbe said landed estate, to the intent that his good friend 
Nicholas Fiog may be eased of all charges. 

IV. And whereas the said Nicholas Frog did contract 
with the deceased Lord Strutt about certain liberties, 
privileges, and immunities, formerly in the possession of 
the said John Bull, I the said John Bull do freely by 
these presents renounce, quit, and make over to the said 
Nicholas, thc^ lihertice, privilegca^ and ioimunitics con- 
tracted for, in as full a manner, as if they never had be- 
longed to me. 

v. The said John Bull obliges himseli; his heirs, and 
assigns, not to sell one rag of broad or coarse cloth to 
any gentleman within the neighbourhood of the said 
Nicholas, except in such quantities and such rates, as 
the said Nicfiolas shall think fit 

Signed and sealed, 

JOHN BULL.. 
NIC. FROG. 

[The reading of this paper put Mrs. Bull in such a pas- 
sion, that she fell downright into a fit, and tliey were 
forced to give her a good quantity of the spirit of 
hartshorn before she recovered.] 
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.. D. Diego. Why in such a paasion^ counn ? umni&> 
log; your circumstances at that time, I don't think thii 
such ao unreasonable contract. Tou see Frog^ for all 
this, is religiously true to hb bai^aio; he scorns to 
hearken to any composition without your priyacy. 

Mrs. Bulk. Tou know the contrary.* Read that 
letter. 

[Reads the superscription.] 

Far LmU Baboon^ master of ike nMe science ofdefmce. 

sm, 

I UNDSBSCAMD that you are at this time treating 
with my friend John Bull, about lestoriqg the Lord 
Strutt^s custom, and besides,, allowiiig him certain privi- 
Icjges of parks and fish-pondb; I wonder how you, that 
are a man that knows the world, can talk with that shn- 
pie fellow. He has been my bubble these twenty yean». 
and. to my certain knowledge, understands no more of 
bis own stairs than a child In swaddling-clothes. I know 
he has got a sort of a pragmatical silly Jade of a wife, 
that pretends to take bim out of my hands : bat yoa 
an J Ae both will ifiiod yourselves mistaken ; I'll find 
those that shall manage her ; and for him, he dares H 
well be hanged as make one step in his affhirs without 
my consent. If you will give me what yoa promised 
liim, I will make all things easy, and stop the deeds of 
ejectment against Lord Strutt : if yoa will not, take 
what foUonrs. I shall have a good action against you, 



• In the mean tine the Dutch were lecretlr necoti^Hss with 
France. 
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inr pideodiig to rob me of my bubble. Take tUft^ 

W«rDi0gfiQDB^ 

Yoiirlo¥]ii&frkiid, 

NIC. FROG.. 

I aartald conrie Diego, jmt are one of those thafc 
baye oodertakeD to*iiiana^ me, and that 70a have aafal 
jToo will cany a green bag yourself rather tUaa we ahali 
make ao end. of ouit lawsuit : I'll teaob them and you. 
too to manage. 

IX Dtma^ For God's sake, madam, why ao choleric ?' 
I say this letter is some forgery ;. it never entered iot^- 
die head of that honest man, Nic. Frog,, to do any sncb^ 

tbfag. 

Mrs. Bvix. I ean't abide you : you'have beeu raiting 
these twenty years at esquire South, Frog^ and Hiocnv* 
ealKng then- vogues and pickpockets, and now they aie 
turned the houestest fellowa in the world. What is the- 
meaaiiig of aH thia ? 

D. DivGo.. Fray tell me how you came to employ thia- 
Sir Rogor in your affain^ and not think of your old. 
irieiid. Diego?. 

Mrs. BulIm So,..soi, there h piocheai To tdl yoir 
truth, Lhave employed Sic Roger hi several we^^ity 
affikin^ and. have found him tnis^ and honest, aod.tim 
poor man ahraya scorned to take a farthing, of me. I' 
have abundance that profess great aeal,.but they, ave 
damnable greedy of the penoe. My husband aadl are- 
now uTsucfa drcuamtances,. that we must be sftEved^upoui 
cheaper tonus than we have been^ 

D. Duoo.. W'ell, cousin,. I find I -can do no good%itbt 

}[ou^ I am sorry that you will ruin yourself by tnialittg: 

rhis Sir Roger. 

12. 
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CHAP. XVI- 

^V THE OUARDIAN8 OF THB DECEASED MRS..' 
bull's three daughters game to JOHK, AMD 
VJB AT ADVICE THEY GAVE HIM; WHEREIN ARE 
BRIEFLY TREATED THE CHARACTERS OF THB 
THREE DAUGHTERS : ALSO J< 
.TO THE THREE GUARDIANS.^ 



THREE DAUGHTERS : ALSO JOHN BULL's ANSSITER 



, I TOLD 70U in a former chapter, that Mrs. Bull| btff 
tmt she departed this life, had blessed John with three 
daughters. I need oot here repeat their names^ neither 
would I iiCflHagly use Buy scandalous reflections upon 
jouDg ladies, whose reputations ought to be very teDde*» 
Ij handled ; but the characters of these were so well 
knowB in the neighbourhood, that it is doing them no ifr 
jury to make a short description of them. 

The eldest was a termagant, imperious, prodigal, 
lewd, profligate wench, as ever breathed :* she used to 
rantipole about the house, pinch the children, kick the 
jiervents, and torture the cats and the dogs ; she would 
rob her father's strong box, for money to give the young 
fellows that she was fond of: she had a noble air, and 
sometbiqg great in her mien, but such a noisome infec- 
tious breath, as threw all the servants that dressed h|r 
into consumptions ; if she smelt to the fresliest nosegay 
It would shrivel and wither as it had been blighted 1 
she used to come home in her cupo^ and break the chinm 
and the looking-glasses ; and was of such an irragular 
temper, and so entirely given up to her passion^ that 
you might argue as well with the north wind, as with 
lier ladyship : so expensive, that the income of three 

* The debates io parllaiseDt were, however, still con^ipiUBd. 
t /^ojemio, War. 
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Aikedom wM not enough to sappfy her cx(niTi||;uiee.. 
Hocus loved her best, believing her to be hb own, got 
upon the body of Mrs. Bull. 

Thtf-seeood daughter,! bom a year after her sister, 
was apeMsh^'froward, ill-eonditiooed creature as ever 
wai^ dgly'ii the devil, lean, haggard, pale, with saucer 
eyei^ at sharp nose, igbd hunchbacked: but active, 
sprijgfatfy) nxl diligent dlMit her affiJrs. Her ill com- 
plexion was occadooed by her bad diet, which was 
teoffi^ mornings noon, and night: she never rest* 
ed qufetly abed; but used to dbturb the whole family 
with aiirieking out in her dreams, and plague them next 
day with Interpitthig them, for she took them all for 
gospel: she would cry out murder, and disturb the 
^hole neighbourhood ; abd when John came running 
down stairs, to inquire what the matter was ; nothin|^ 
forsooth, only her maid had stuck a pin wrong in her 
gown : she turned away one servant for putting too 
much oil in her sallad, and another for putting too little 
salt In herwateigruel ; but such, as by flattery had pro- 
ettf^ her esteem, she would indulge in the greatest 
crime. Her fttther had two coachmen; when one was 
on the coach-boK, if the coach swung but the least to 
one ride, she used to shriek so loud that all the street 
concluded she was overturned ; but though the other wm 
eternally drunk, and had overturned the whole family, 
she was very angry with her father for turning him 
away. Then she used to cany tales and stories from one 
to another, till she had set the whole neighbourhood to- 
gether by the cars; and this was the only diversion she 
took pleasure in. She never went aluxrad, but she brought 
borne such a bundle of monstrous lies, as would have 
amazed any mortal but such as knew her : of a whdie 

* ^ccrdiOf Factioa. 
3 1 
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A«t bad swalloired a fleet, of ahipa; of tlie liom-beiDg 
let out of the tower to dettroj tbe proteKtant relif^ ; 
of tbe pope^a being seeD in a braody-fihop «t Wap^ng ; 
and of a prodlgiouB strong man, that was going to shove 
down tbe cupola of St Paul's;- of three milUoos of five 
pound pieces, that esquire South had found under an old 
wall j of blazing staiii fl>ing 4FagonB, and abundance 
of such. stuff. AH tbe servaal^n the ftimilj made high 
ftsurt to her, for she domineo^ there^ and turned out 
and in whom she pleased ; only there was an old grudge 
between her and Su: Roger, whom she mortallj batedi 
and used to hire fellows to squirt kennel water upon 
him, as he passed along the streets; so that he was. 
forced constantly to wear a surtout of oiled cloth, bj 
which means he came home pretty dean, except where 
the surtout was a little scanty. 

As for the third,'^ she was.a tlne^ and a ooromon mer- 
cenary prostitute, and that without any solicitation from 
nature, for- she owned she had no enjoyment. She had 
BO respect of persons ; a prinoe or a porter was ali^me, . 
«DCordii^ as they, paid ;> yea, she would leave the^oest'. 
gentleman in the world,, to go to an ugly pocky fellow 
for sixpence morow In the practice of her profesnon she 
had amassed vast magazmes of all sosts of thlags; she 
had above five hundred suits of fine clothes, and yet. 
went abroad like a clnderweueh : she robbed and 
starvittd. all* the servants, so that. nobody could live uear. 

So-much for John's three daughten,.wfaich, you will. 
say>.were rarities to be fond of: yet nature will show it- 
self;, nobody could blame tlieir relatione for taking care 
of them : and therefore it, waft that Hocus, with two other 
if the gnardians, thought it their duty to take care of 

'* Vswia^ Ujorjr. 
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tke iBiMil of the thne girig, and gife Jdm thrfr beat 
advice beihielie coaipoooded the lairaoit. 

ifieoofc What aMkcs you io ihy of late^ my good 
kkodi: Thott^.nobody lavsei jou better than I, nor hH 
lekeoBOie;paiii»iDyoiir affiun: asLhopetobenved, 
I wosUd^ aaj thkig toaenroyoiL; I would crawl opou 
all tarn tm aenre you; I have speot my health and pa> 
lepial artate in ymiv tcrvieei I have indeed a flaMH 
laOaoGe left, wkh which I might retire, and with aa 
good a ooDadeoee aa aoy maD : but the thoughts <rf thb 
diqiraoefid oomporition ao touchee me to the quick, that 
IcaoDOt aleep :. after I had brought the cause to the l»t 
stooke^ that ooe verdict more had quite ruined old Lewis 
aod-JUnrd Stnitt, and put you in the quiet possearion of 
oveiy thii^; then^to compound ! 1 cannot bear it. This 
cause was my favoorite, I had set my heart upon it; it 
jp like an only child;. I cannot endure it should mis- 
canryf for God's sake consider only to what a dismaL 
fondition oldJLeais is brougbtt He is at an end of aU 
his cash; his attorneys have hardly one trick left; thqr 
are at an.end of all their chicane; besides^ he has bolb 
his.law and his daily bread now upon trust. Hold out 
only one term longer, and. I'll warrant you, before the 
next, we shaU have bun in the Fleet. Ill bring hkn 
to the pilkiry ;; his ears shall pay for hia perjuries. 
Tor the love of. God don't compound : kt me be damn- 
ed if you. have a firiend. in the world, that loves you. 
better than I : there is nobody can say I am covetous, 
ar that I have aoy interest to puraie,.but youn. 

2d. GuA&siAM.. There is nothing so plain, aa that 
this Lewis has a design to ruin, all his neighbouiii^. 
tradesmeo;: and al^ this time he has such a prodigious 
income by his trade of all kinds, that if there is not 
some stop put to his exorbitant riches, he will monopo* 
loe every thing: nobody will be able (o sell. a yard.ol 
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drapery or nercerj-ware but himself. I iheo hold if 
advisable, that 70U continue the lawsuit, and bunt him 
ftt once. My concern for (he three poor nu^therkss 
childreo obliges me to give jou this advice: for their 
estalei^ poor guis! depend upon the success of this 
<»BUue. 

3d. Guardian. I ovn this writ of ejectment has cost 
dear; but then consider it is a jewel well worth the 
purchasing at the price of all you have. None but 
Mr. Bull's declared enemies can say, he has any other 
security for his clothing trade but the ejectment of Lord 
Strutt The only question then that remains to be de- 
cided, is, who shall stand the expenses of the suit ? To 
which the answer is as plain ; who but be, tliat is to 
have the advantage of the sentence! When Esquire 
South has got possession of his title and honour, is not 
John Bull to be his clothiejr ? Who, then, but' John 
ought to put him in possession ? Ask but any indiffer- 
eot gentleman, who ought to bear his charges at law f 
tod he will readily answer, hu tradesmen. I do there« 
foie affirm, and I will go to death with it, that, being 
his clothier, you ought to put him in quiet possession of 
Ms estate, and, with the same generous spirit you have 
begun it, complete the good work. If you persist in 
the t»ad measures you are now in, what must become of 
the three poor orphans ? My heart bleeds for the poor 
girls. 

John Bull. Tou are all very eloquent persons ; but 
give me leave to tell you, you express a great deal 
more concern for the three girb than for me ; I think 
my interest otight to be conddered in the fii^t place. 
As for you, Hocus, I cauU but say you have managed 
my lawsuit with great address, and much to my ho- 
nour ,* and though I say it, you have been well paid 
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far ih Wby must the IxirdeD be token off Frogfbbafckr 
andltM'iipOB mjahoulden? He cftn drive about hif 
owti psifci ttid fieMs in his gilt chariot, irbeD I hare 
beea foieed to mortgage my estate: his note will go 
fiurtbtf thtB-nj bood. It it not matter of fact, that* 
from the richest tradesman io all the country, I am re* 
dnoed lobeg and borrow from scriveners and usuren^ 
that suck the lieart, blood, and guts out of me ? and 
what Is all this for ? Did you like Frog's countenance 
better than mijie'^ Was not I your old friend and rela- 
tkm ? Have I not presented you nobly ? Have I nol 
dad.yourwhble family? Have you not had a hundred 
ytrds at a time of the finest cloth in my shop ? Why 
must the rest of the tradesmen be not only indemnified 
from charges, but forbid to go on with their own bnsi- 
iiesBi and what is more their concern than mine ? As to 
holding out this term, I appeal to your own conscience, 
has not that been your constant discourse these six years, 
^oue term more, and old Lewis goes to pot." If thou 
art BO fond of my cause, be generous for once, and lend 
me a brace of thousands. Ah Hocus! Hocus ! I know 
thee; not a sous to save roe from gaol, I trow. Look 
ye, gentlemen, I Ireve lived with credit in the worki, 
and it grieves my heart, never to stir out of my doon^ 
Imt to be pulled by the sleeve by some rascally dun or 
other : " Sir, remember my bill : there's a small concern 
of a thousand pounds, I hope you think on't, sir." And 
to have these usurers transact my debts at cofiee-houBel^ 
and ale-hoiues, as if I were going to break up shc^ 
Lord ! that ever the rich, the generous John Bull, cK 
thier, the envy of all his neighbours, should be brought 
to compound his debts for five shillings in the pound : 
and tff have his name in an advertisement for a statute 
of bankrupt. The thought of it makes me mad. I 
have read somewhere in tjie Apocrypha, that one should 
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** not coofult with a woman, toochiog her (rf whom she 
is jealous; nor with a merchant^ eoooerning exchange; 
Dor with a buyer, of selliog; nor with ao unmercifiil 
man, of kiodQttSs&c." I could have added one thing 
more, ^'nor with an. attorney, about componndiog a 
lawBuiL" The ejectment of Lord Stnitt will never do. 
The evidence is crimp; the witnenes swear backward 
and forward, and contradict themselves; and his te- 
nants stick by hinb One tells ne that I: must carry on 
my suit, because Lewis is poor; another, because lie is 
sdMtoo rich: whom shall I believe? I am- sure of one 
things that a penny in die purse is the best friend John 
can have at last; and who can say that this will be the 
last suH I shall be engaged in? Besides^ if this eject- 
ment were practicable^ is it reasonable, that when Ea* 
quire South is losing his money to sharpers and pick- 
pockets, going about the country with fiddlers and buf* 
fisons, and squandering his income with hawks and dog%. 
I. should lay out the fruits* of my honest. industry In a^ 
lawsuit for him, only upon the hopes of being his clo- 
thier? And when the cause bover, f shall not have the 
benefit of my project for want of money to go to mar- 
ket Look ye, gentlemen, John Bull is but a plain 
man ; but John Bull knows when he is ill used. I- 
know the infirmity of our family ; we are apt to play^ 
the boon companion, andt throw away our money in our 
cups : but it was an unfair thing, in you, gentlemen, to 
take advantage of my weakness, to keep a parte! of 
xoVrlDg. bulHes about me day and night, with buszas 
abd huutinghoros, and ringing the changes on butchers' 
cleavers, never let me cool, and make me set my iiand. 
to papers when I could hardly hold my pen. There 
will come a day of reckoning for all that proceeding. . 
)a.the mean time, gentlemen, I beg you will. let. me 
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SBdUIRE seUTu's MESSAGE AND LEITSB TO' 

MRS. BULL; 



Tub aigumeoU jised bj Hocus and the rest of tbe 
fimdiaiis had Litbcrto proved insufficient :* John aoj 
hkk wife could not be persuaded to bear the expense ctf 
Enquire South's lawsuit. Tbej thought it reasonably 
th^ since he was to have the honour and advantage, he 
shojuld bear the greatest share of the charges ; and re- 
tr^ch what he lost to sharpers, and spent upon country- 
dances and puppet-plays, to apply it to tliAt use. TMv 
waanoC rerj grateful to the esquire ; therefore, as the 
last experiment, he resolved to send Signior Beneaato^t 
master of his fox-hounds^ to Mrs. Bull, to try what §ood 
}^ ^mld do with her. This Siguier Beneuato had aO 
the qualities of a fine gentleman, that weie fit to charm 
a lady's heart ; and if any person in the world could 
have persuaded her it was he. But such was her un- 
shaken fidelity to her husband, and the constant purpose 
of her mijod to pursue his interest, that the most refined 
arts of gallantry that were practised could not seduce hea 

* But as all attempts oCth^ party to preclude the treaty were inef- 
fbctual, and complaints were made of tbe deficiencies of the house Of 
Anstria, the arebduke sent a mesiace ajid letter 

t b|;^Prinoe Eugene, mciag the continuance of the war, and sAn- 
lag t» bear a proportiea of the expense. 
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lieart. The necUacMi ^diattood crono^ and ridi hnfoS- 
lets that were offered, she v^jeeted with the utnfOBt icom 
and disdain. The miuic and lereiiadea that were giveo 
her, sounded more itograteful io her ears than the ooise 
of a screech-owl ; however, she recdved Esquire South's 
letter by the hands of Signior Benenato with that re- 
spect that became his quality. The copy of the letter is 
as follows, iu which you vrill o])6erve he changes a little 
his usual style : 

JMLADAM 

Th e wri of ejectment against Ailip Baboon, (prer- 
tende d Lord Strutt) is just ready to pass : there want 
hut a few necessary forms, and a verdict orlwo more, 
to put me in quiet possesidon of my honour and estate : 
I question not, but that, according to your wonted gene- 
rosity and goodness, you will give it the finbhing stroke ; 
an honour that I would gradge iu any body but your- 
solf. In order to ease you of some part of the chai^ges^ 
I promise to furnish pen, ink, and paper, provided you 
pay for the stamps. Besides^ I have ordered my stew- 
ards to pay, out of the readiest and best of my rents, five 
pounds ten shillings a year, till my suit is finbhed. T 
wish you health and happiness, being, with due re^ 
spcct, 

Madam, 

Your assured friend, 
■^ SOUTH. 

"^ What answer Mrs. Bull returned to hb letter you 
shall know in my second part, only they were at a pretty 
good distance in their proposab ,* for as Esqiure South 
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fiiiifafibied-t^be^ttlieclMvgestff peft, ink, mdptper, 
Mn. BM rafaied aoy more than to lend Iwr bargei*" to 
eairy Ini eounrt to WestiBUister^hall. 

* TbisfVOpMrtioii waa, hovever, Uumght to be so inediiiiderable, 
that the letter produced bo other efiect, than the convoy of theforca 
hy the Eos^idi fleet to Barcelonai 
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THE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

Trb world 18 much iDdebted to the famous Sir Ham- 
phry Polesworth for hk iDgeoiouB and impartial account 
of John Bull's lawsuit ; yet there is just cause of con- 
plaint against him, in that he relates it only by parteb, 
and wonH give us the whole work : this forces me, who 
am only the publisher, to bespeak the assistance of his 
friends and acquaintance, to engage him to lay aside 
thai stm^ humour, and gratify the curiosity of the pub- 
lic at once. He pleads in excuse, that they are only pri- 
vate memofirs, written for his own use, in a loose style, to 
serve as a help to his ordinsvy oonverBatioo.* I lepce- 
seoted to him the good reception the First Part had met 
with ; that though calculated only for the meridian ti 
Grub-street, it was yet taken notice of by the better sort ; 
that the world was now sufficiently acquainted witb 
John BuUy and interested itself in his concerns. He 

* This exeast of Sir Hamphry can only relate to the Seeond Pkit, 
:m seqael of the histery. See the preface to the FM firt. B. 



212 THE HISTOEY OF 

answered, with a smile, that he had iodeed some tiWng 
things to impart, that concerned John Bull's relations 
and domestic afifairs ; if these would satisfy me, be govt 
me free leave to make use of them, because they would 
serve to make the history of the law-suit more intelligl^ 
ble. When I had looked over the manuscript, I found 
likewise some farther account of the composition, which 
perhaps may not be unacceptable t« such as have rea4 
tte former part. 



CHAP. I. 

THE GHARACTIR OF JOHN BULL's XOTHCR.* 

John had a mother, whom he loved and honoured ex- 
tremely, a discreet, grave, sober, good conditioned, clean**' 
ly old gentlewoman as ever lived ; she was none of y out 
cross-grained, termagant, scoldii^ jades, that one had at 
good be hanged as live in the hoiue with, su^ as me 
always censuring the conduct, and telling scandalous sto- 
ries oi their neighbours, extolling their own good quali- 
ties^ and undervaluing those of others. On the eontn^ 
ly, she was of a meek spirit, and as she was strictfy vir- 
tuous herself so she always put the best conslructka* 
upon the words and actions of her neighbours, exQqH 
where they were in-econcilable to the rutes of honcil^ 
and decency. She was neither one of your predia 
prudes, nor one of your fantastical old belles, tlial drcii 
themselves like girls of fifteen : as she neither were » 
rufl^ forehead cloth, nor high crowned hat, so she had Md 
aside feathers, flowers, and crimped ribands, in her bead* 

* The church of England. H: 
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drefls, furbelow-warfk, ftnd lioop-petticoots. Sim ncorned 
to patch and paiof, yet she loved to keep her hands 
and her face clean. Though she wore no flaunting Inced 
Tuffles, she would not keep herself in a constant sweat 
with greasy fianael : though her hair was not stuck witfi 

I 

jewels, she was not ashamed of a diamond cross ; she 
was not like some ladies, hung about with toys and trin- 
kets^ tweezer-cases, pocket-glasses, and essence-bottles ; 
she used only a gold watch and an almanac, to mark the 
hotiTB and the holidays. 

Her furniture was neat and gcntcc), well fancied with 
a bon gcdU As she afTected not the grandeur of a state 
Arith a canopy, she thought there was no offence in an 
elbow-chak ; «he had laid aside your carving, gilding, 
and japau«work, as being too apt to gather dirt ; but she 
never could be prevailed upon to part with plain wains- 
cot and clean haogiogs. There are some ladies that af- 
fect to smell a stink in every thing; they are always 
highly perfamed, and continually burning frankincense 
10 their rooms ; she was above such affectation, yet sfie 
never would lay aside the use of brooms and scmbbing- 
brushes, aad scrupled not to lay her linen in fresh 1» 
vender. 

She was «o less gented lo lier behaviour, w«ll-brcd, 
without aflfectatiooy io the due mean iietween one of 
your affected cartVying pieces of formality, and your 
rompa that tave no ref^d to the common rules of civi^ 
lity. There are aoaie ladies that aflR^ct a mighty regard 
for their relations ; we mast not eat to-day, for my un- 
cle Tom, or my cousin Betty, died this time ten years ; 
J^t's have a ball teniglit, it is my neighbour aiich-a- 
one's birtlkday. She looked upon all Una as grimace \ 
yet she constantly observed her husband's biilh-day) her 
wedding-day, and some few more. 

VOL. XXIII. K 
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Though she was a truly good womao, aad had a siu- 
cere motherly love for her son John, jet there wanted 
not those who endeavoured to create a misunderstand- 
ing between them, and tbej had so far prevailed with 
him once, that he turned her out of doors^* to his great 
sorrow as he found afterward, for his afTairs went on at 
sixes and sevens. 

-She was no less judicious in the turn of her conver- 
sation and choice of her studies, in which she far ex- 
ceeded all her sex : jour rakes that hate the company 
of all sober, grave gentlewomen, would bear hers ; and 
she would, by her handsome manner of proceeding, soon- 
er reclaim them than some that were more sour and re- 
served : she was a zealous preacher up of chastity, and 
conjugal fidelity in wives, and by no means a friend to 
the new fangled doctrine of the indispensable duty of 
cuckoldom : though she advanced her opinions with a 
becoming assurance, yet she never ushered them in, as 
some positive creatures will do, with dogmatical asser- 
tions, This is infallible ; I cannot be mistaken ; none 
but a rogue can deny it. It has been observed that such 
people are oftcner in the wrong than any body. 

Though she had a thousand good qualities, she was 
not without her faults ; among which, one might perhaps 
reckon too great lenity to her servants, to whom she 
always gave good counsel, but often toe gentle correc- 
tion. I thought I could not say less of John BulPs mo- 
ther, because she bears a part in the following transac- 
tions. 

♦In the rebellion of 1641. H. 
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CHAP. IL 

THB CHAXACTER OF JOHN BVLL's SISTER PEG,* WITH 
THB aUARBELS THAT HAPPENED BETWEEN MASTER 
AND MISS IN THEIR CHILDHOOD. 

John had a sister, a poor girl that had been starved 
at nurse ; any bodj would have guessed miss to have 
been bred up under the influence of a cruel step-daroe» 
and John to be the fondling of a tender mother. John 
looked ruddj and plump, with a pair of cheeks like a 
trumpeter ; miss looked pale and wan, as if she had the 
green sickness: and no wonder, for John was the dar- 
ling, he had all the good bhs, was crammed with good 
puUet, chicken, pig, goose, and capon, while miss had 
only a little oatmeal and water, or a dry crust without 
butter. John had his golden pippins, peaches, and 
nectarioes ; poor miss a crab apple, sloe, or a blackberry. 
Master lay in the best apartment, with his bedchamber 
toward the south sun. Miss lodged in a garret, exposed 
to the north wind, which shrivelled her counteoaoce ; 
however, this usage, though it stunted the girl in her 
growth, gave her a hardy constitution ; she bad life aqd 
spirit in abundance, and knew when she was ill used : 
DOW and then she would seize upon John's commons, 
snatch a leg of a pullet, or a bit of good bee^ for which 
they were sure to go to fisty-cuffs. Master was indeed 
too strong for her ; but miss would not yield in the least 
point, but even when master had got her down, she 
would scratch and bite like a tiger : wlien be gave her 
a cuflf on die ear, she would prick him with her knitting- 
needle. John brought a great chain one day to tie her 

^- The nation and church of Scotland- H. 
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to llie bedpost, for Avhich affront miss aimed a penknife 
at bis beart.* In sbort, tbese quarrels grew up to root- 
ed aversions; tbey gave one another nicknames; she 
called bim Gundjguts, and he called her Lousj Peg; 
though the girl was a tight clever wench as any was, 
and 'through her pak looks you might discern spirit and 
vivacity, which made her not, indeed, a perfect beauty, 
but something that was agreeable. It was barbarous in 
parents not to take notice of these early quarrels, and 
make them live better together, such domestic feuds 
proving afterward the occasion of misfortunes to them 
both. Peg had, indeed, some odd humours, and comical 
antipathies, for which John w^ould jeer her. " What 
tiiink you of my sister Peg," says he, " that faints at 
the sound of an organ, und yet 'will dance and frisk at 
the noise of a bagpipe ?" " What's that to you, Gundy- 
guts (quoth Peg,) every body's to choose their own mu- 
sic." Then Peg had taken a fancy not to say her Pa- 
ternoster, which made people imagine strange things of 
her. Of the thi-ee brothers, that have made such a clut- 
ter in the w^orld. Lord Peter, Martin, and Jack, Jack 
had of late been her inclinations:! Lord Peter she de- 
vested : not did Martin stand much better in her good 
graces ; but Jack hath found the -watj to her heart. I 
have often admired, what charms she discovered in that 
awkward booby, till I talked with a person that was ac- 
quainted with the intriguey 'who gave me the following 
account of it. 

» H*nry Vill. to unite the two kingdoms under one sovereijn, of- 
fered his daughter. Mary to Jamei V. of Scotland; this oflfer was 
rgectcd, and followed by a war t to this event probably the author 
•iludes. H. 

t Love of prcsbji^ery. H. 
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CHAP. IIL 

JACK.*S CHABMS, OB THE METHOD B7 WHICH HE GAIN- 
ED peg's UEABT.^ 

In the first place, Jack was a ^erj youDg fefloi^, hj 
much the youogest of the three brothers^ and people, io- 
deed, wondered how such a young upstart jackanapes 
should grow so pert and saucy, and take so much upon 
him. 

Jack braggei! of greater abilities tlian other men; he 
was well gifted, as he pretended ; I need not tell you 
i^bat secret iniluence that has upon the ladies. 

Jack had a most scandalous tongue, and persuaded 
Peg that all mankind, beside himself, were poxed by 
that scarlet-faced whore Signiora Bubouia.f ** As for 
his brother. Lord Peter, the tokens were eyident on him, 
blotches, scabs, and the corona: his brother Martin, 
though he was not quite so bad, had some noctaioal 
pains, which his friends pretended were only scorbutkal ; 
but he was sure it proceeded from a worse cause." By 
such malicious insinuations he had possessed the lady, 
that he was the only man in the world of a sound, pure, 
and untainted constitution : though there were some that 
stuck not to say, that Signiora Bubonia and Jack rail- 
ed at one another, only the better to hide an intvigue ; 
and that Jack had been found with Signiora under his 
cloak, carrying her home in a dark stormy night. 

Jack was a prodigious ogler ; he would ogle you the 
oulttde of his eye inward, and the white upward. 

* Character of the Presbyterians. H. 
t The whose of Babylon, or the Pope. H. 
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Jack ^ave himself out for a man of a great estate io 
die Fortunate Islands ; of irhich the sole property was 
vested in his person : by this trick he cheated abundance 
of poor people of small sums, pretending to make over 
plantations iu the said islands; but when the poor 
^vretches came there with Jack's grant, they were beat^ 
mocked, and turned out of doors. 

I told you that Peg was whimsical, and loved any 
thing that was pailicular : in that way, Jack was her 
man, for he neither thouglit, spoke, dressed, nor acted 
like other mortab; he was for your bold strokes; he 
railed at fops, though he was himself the most aflfected 
in the world ; instead of the common fashion, he would 
visit his mistress in a mourning cloak, band, short cutfi, 
and a peaked beard. He invented a way of coming iot« 
a room backward, which, he said, showed more humili- 
ty, and less affectation : where other people stood, he 
sat ; where they sat, he stood ; when he went to court, 
he used to kick away the state, and sit down by his 
prince cheek by jole : confound these states, says he, 
they are a modem invention : when he spoke to bis prioce, 
he always turned his br — ch upou him ; if he was advis- 
ed to fast for his health, he would eat roast beef; if he 
was allowed a more plentiful diet, then he would be sure 
that day to live upon watergrucl ; he would cry at ft. 
wedding, laugh and make jests at a funeral. 

He was no less singular in his opinions; you would 
have burst your sides to hear him talk politics: ''All 
government,'^ says he, " is founded upon the right dis- 
tribution of punishments ; decent executions keep the 
world in awe : for that reason the majority of mankind 
ouglit to be hanged every year. For example, I sup- 
pose the magistrates ought to pass an irretrievable seti- 
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teuce itpoo all blue-eyetl children from the cradle ;*" but 
that tliere may be some show of justice in this proceed- 
in?, these children ou'uht to be trained up-, by mcLstcrs ap- 
pointed for that purpose, to all sorts of v^llany ;t that 
they may deserve their fate, and the execution of them 
may serve as an object of terror to the rest of mankind." 
As to the giving of pardons, he had this singular ine* 
thod, that when these wretches had the rope about their 
necks, it should be inquired, who believed they shouM 
be handed, and who not ?:|: tiic- first were to be pardoB- 
ed, the last hanged outright. Such as were once par- 
doned, were never to be hanged afterward for any crime 
whatsoever.il He had such skill in physiognomy, that 
he would pronounce peremptonly upon a man's face ; 
that fellow, says he, do what he will, cau't avoid hang- 
ing ; he has a hanging look. By the same art he would 
prognosticate a principality to a scoundrel. 

He was no less particular in the choice of his studies ; 
they were generally bent toward exploded chimeras, the 
perpehmm mobile^ the circular shot, philosopher's 8toDe> 
silent gUD-powder, making chains for fleas, nets for flics, 
and iDstniinents to unravel cobwebs, and split hairs.} 

Thus, I tliiok, I have given a distinct account of the 
methods he practised upon Peg. Her brother would 
now and theo ask her, « What a devil do'st thoa see ia 
that pragmatical coxcomb to make thee so io love with 
him ? he is a fit match for a tailor or a shoemaker's 
daughter, but not for you, that are a geotlewomao." 
'' Fancy is firee," quoth P^ : ** I'll take my owo way, 
do you take youn. I do uot care for yoiu: flauDtiag 

* Absolute Predeitiaation. 
f Reprobation. 

I Saving faith ; a belief that one thall certainly be lavcd. 

II Election. 

i The learainc of the Presh^teriani. Hr 
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beaus, that gaog with their breasts opeo, and thd^ sarks 
over their waistcoats f that accost me with set speedies 
out of Siduej's Arcadia, or the Academy of Compii- 
meats* Jack is a sober,, grave young man : though he 
has Dooe of youi studied harangues, his meaning is 9in- 
eere : he has a great liegard to his fother's will ; and he 
that shows himself a good son will make a good hus- 
band ; beades, I know he has the original deed of con- 
veyance to the Fortunate Islands ; tlie others are coun- 
terfeits." There is nothing so obstinate as a young la- 
dy lu her amours ; the more you cross her, the worse 
she iff. 



CHAP. IV. 

90W THE RBLA.TION8 &EC0NCILBD JjOBW AUD HXft 

s18tsr peg, and* what return pro bfadb to 
John's message.^ 

John Bui^l, otherwiaa a good-natured man, was very 
bard-hearted to his sister F^ chiefly firom. an aversiou 
hi} had conceived in his infancy. "While he flourished, 
kepi a warm house, and- drove a plentiful trader poor 
Peg was forced to go hawking and peddling about the 
sUreets, selling knives^ scissors, and shoe-buckles : now 
and then carried a basket of fish to the market ; lewed^ 
spun, and knit for a livelihood, till her fingen-ends were 
sore, and when, she could not get bread for her fiunily, 
slie was forced to hire them out at journey-work to her 
neighbours.. Yet in these her poor cucumatanoes she 
still preserved the air and mien of a gentlewoman, 

' The treaty of unioD betirccn Enf land and Scotinnd. B. 
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a eerttiii dtooeot fvide, that extorted retpeet from the 
haughtiett of her oeighbourft; vbeo she came ioU) miy 
full amemblj riw would not yield the |mw to the faeil «C 
them. K one asked her, are nol you related to Jolnk= 
Bull ? ^ Teib" saj8 she, ^' he hat the honour to be my 
brother..'' So Peg's affairs went, till all the relatiou 
cried out shame upon Joha (be his baxbaroos usage of 
hb owQ flesh aud blood : that it was an easy matter for 
him to put her ia a creditable way of liviog, uoi only 
without hurt, but with advantage to himself, being she 
was an industrious person, and might be serviceable te- 
him in his way of business; *^Hang her, jade, quoth. 
John ; I can't endure her, as long as she keeps that ras- 
cal Jack's company.". They told him, the way to re- 
claim her was to take her into his house ; that by con- 
versation the dildiah humours of their younger days 
might be worn out. These arguments were enforced by 
a ccrtaia incident It happened that John was at that 
time about makiog his will and entailing his estate,* the 
very same in which Nie. Frog is named executor. Now 
his sister Peg's name being in the entail, he could not 
make a thonugh aettlemeot without her cooseoti There 
was, indeed, a nuiicious story went about, at if Joho-s^ 
last wife had falieu in love with Jack aa ha was eatings 
custard on lioneback :f thai she persuaded Jbhn tOi 
take his sister into the house, the better to drive on the- 
intrigue with- Jack, concluding he- would. feUoar Us^ 
mistress Peg. All I can infer from this stoij, is^ that 
when one baa gpi a bad character in. the worki, people- 

* Tbe mcfMriMto Ufe crowii bavhig betit 8ettled'b7aelror*pM-nt- 
■iieiit iu Eaghii d , ypoollMkouee of Hanover, and no Midi act liaviiig: 
pasted 111 ScoUand, then a lepardtc kingdom, it was thought a proper - 
lima in coinpleta the tiDioo which Jiad been of) en attempted^andl 
cbic!i wai recommcoded to tbe Scots by King William HI. H. 

- hir ifunpbrr fidwin, a Prediyleriao, lord oayor of.LoadMk Rt 
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will report and believe any thiog of one, (rue oc hke: 
But to return to my story ; wheo Peg received Johu'e 
menage, she huflfed aad stormed like the devil :* ^ My 
brother John," quoth she, ^ is grown woodroua kmd- 
hearted all of a sudden, but I meikle doubt whether it 
be not mair for their own coovenieocy than for my good : 
he draws up his writs and his deeds^ fonooth, and I 
must set my hand to them, unsight, unseen. I like the 
young man he has settled upon well enough, but I think 
I ouglit to have a valuable consideration for my con- 
sent. He wants my poor little farm, because it makes 
a nook in his park-wall : ye may e'en tell him, he has 
mair than he makes good use of : he gangs up and down 
drinking, roaring, and quarrelling, through all the coua* 
try markets, making foolish bargains In hb cups, which 
he repents when he is sober ; like a thriftless wretch, 
spending the goods and gear that his forefathers won 
with the sweat of their brows ; light come, light gO) he 
^arcs not a farthing. But why should I stand surety 
for his contracts ; the little I have is free, and I can call 
it my awn ; hame's hame, let it be never so hamely. I 
ken him well enough, he could never abide me^ and 
when he has his end% he'll e'eo use me as he did be- 
fore. I am sure I shall be treated like a poor drudge : 
I shall be set to tend the bairns, deam the hose, and 
mend the linen. Then there^s no living with that M 
carline his mother ; she rails at Jack, and Jack's an 
hooester man tliau any of her kin ; I sliall be plagued 
with her spelb and her Paier^wfsUre^ and silly old- world 
ceremonies : I mun never pair my nails on a Friday, 
nor begin a journey on Childermas-day, and I mun 
stand becking and buDging^ as I gang <mt and into 

* The Scots expressed their fears for the PreibjteriaB coTtmmCDt, 
and of beijBg burdtned w lib thfi BD^Utb oational debts. B. 
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the ball. Tell hini he may e'en gai^ his get ; V\\ hare 
nothing to do with him ; I'll stay, like the poor ooiin- 
try mowe^ in mj awo habitatioo." -So Peg talked ; 
but for all that, by the ioterpositioo of good friends, 
aod by maoy a bonny thing that was sent, and many 
more that were promised Peg, the matter was conclud- 
ed, aod Peg taken into the house upon certain arti< 
des : one of which was,, that she might have the free- 
<lom of Jack's conversation,''^ and might take him for 
J)etter and for worse, if she pleased ; provided ri- 
ways he did not come into the house at unseasonable 
hours, and distarb the rest of the old woman, John's 
mother. 



CHAP. V. 

OP SOME QUARRELS THAT HAPPKHBD AFTER PEG WAS 
TAKEN INTO THE FAMILT.f 

It is ao old observation, that the quarrels of relations 
are harder to reconcile than any other; infurics from 
friends fret and gall more, and the memoiy of them is 
not so easily obliterated This is cunningly represented 
by one of your M sages; called .£sop, in the story of 
the bird, that was grieved extremely at being wounded 
with an arrow feathered with his own wing; as also of 
tlie oak, that kt maoy a heavy groan, wh^ he was 
cleft with a wedge of his own timber. 

There was no man in the world less subject to rancour 
than John Bull, considering bow often his good nature 

* The Act of Tolerfttioo. H . 

t Quurelf about loioe of the artidefl of the Uoioo, particubrlj tiie 
peerage. H. 

k3 
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bad been abused; yet I doo't Iwow how, but he waa toa 
apt to heaiAeD to tattling people, that carried talea be- 
tween him and lib sister Peg, on purpose to sow jealoaika} 
and set them together bj the ears. Thejr say that there 
-were some hardships put upon Peg, whidi had been better 
let alone ; but it was the business of good pec^ to re- 
strain the injuries on one side, and moderate the resent- 
ments on the other;, a good finead acts both parts; the 
one without the other will not do4 

The purchase money of Peg's farm^ was ill paid ;** then 
Peg loved a little good liquor, and the servants shut up- 
the wine cellsr ; for that Peg found a trick, for she made 
a false key.f Peg's servants complained, that they were 
debarred from all manner of business, and never suffered 
to touch the least thing within the house ;| if they offer- 
ed to come into the warehouse, then straight went the 
yard slap over their noddle; if they ventured into the 
counting-room, a fellow would throw an ink-bottle at 
their head ; if they came into the best apartment, to set 
any thing there in order, they were saluted with a 
broom ; if they meddled with any thing in the kitchen, 
it was odds but the cook laid them over the pate with a 
ladle ; one that would have got into the stables, was met 
by two rascal^ who fell to work with him with a brush* 
and a currycomb : some climbing up into the coadi-boz, 
were told that one of their cmnpanioDs bad been there 
before that could not drive; then slap went the long: 
whip about their ears. 

On the other band it waa complained, that Peg*8 ser- 

*^i3tiK 15th article of the treaty of Uqiod, it wM-afreed that 
.Scotland should have an equivalent for several autoim and exciier,. 
M which she would become liable, and this equivalent was not paid. 

t Run wine. H. H. 

i By the test act, dissenters are esicludedXroiiQL placet and c«ploy- 
'uents. H- 
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▼ante weM always aakiog for dnidt-niODqf f- that tfaqr 
had flMK Ihaa ibeir ahane of the ChtkUnaa-boK: to lay 
the troths Peg^a lads bustled pretty hard for that^ for 
when th^ were eodeaTouriiig to lock H ufs they got ia 
their peat fiita^ and pulled out haodfola^ef haltcrowosy 
shillingfy. and. sixpeoces. Others io the scramUe picked 
up guineas and broad-pieces. But there happened a 
worse thing than all this ;. it was oomplaioed that FegV 
servants liad great stomachs, and brought so many of 
their friends and acquaintance to the table, that JohnV 
family was like to be eat out of house and home. In- 
stead of regulating this matter as it ought to be, Feg'a 
young men were thnist away from the table; then there 
was the devil and all to do;: spoons, plates, and dishes, 
flew about the room like road ; and Sir Roger, who was- 
now mn^ 4(9010, had enough to do to quiet them. Peg 
said, this was cootmy to agreement, whereby she was 
in all thingB to be treated like a child of the family; 
then she called upoa those, that had made her such fair 
promises, and undertook for her brother John's good 
behaviour ; but alas ! to her cost she found, that they 
were the first and readiest to do her the iqjuiy. John 
at last agreed to this r^ulation ; that Peg's footmen 
might sit with his book-keeper, journeymen, and ap- 
prentices : and Peg's better sort of seryaots might sit 
with his footmen, if they pleased;! 

Thea they began to order plum-porridge and mince- 
pies for Peg's dinner : Peg told them she had an aver- 
sion to that sort of food; that upon fordog down a mess- 
of it some years ago^:^ it threw her into a fit, till she 
brought it upagaiu.. Some alleged it was^nothing butt 

^ EiuiMfvxircd to ^et their sbare of placts. H: 
f Articles of Unioq, whereby they could make a Seott cOBmoDer, 
^Hit not a lord, a peer. H. 
• Introducios ^MKopary into Seotlaod, b; Charlet I. H; 
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humoiir, that the same men shoald b« senrtid op afdii- 
foi^ supper, and breakfast oext momiaj^ • others woaM 
have made use of a horn ; but the wiser sort bid let her 
alone, aod ^e might take to it of her own accord. 



CHAP. VI. 

THS C0NTXR8ATI0N BBTWEBN JOHN BULL AIID BIS 

WIFE. 

Mrs. Bull. Though oar aflfain, bonej, are in a bad 
condition, I have a better opinion of them, since you 
seemed to be convinced of the ill counte you have been 
in, and are resolved to submit to proper remedies. But 
when I consider your immense debts, your foolish bar- 
gains) and the general disorder of your business, I have 
a cariosity to know what fate or chance has brought you 
into this condition. 

J. Bull. I wish you would talk of some other sub- 
ject; the thoughts of it make me mad; our family must 
have their run. 

Mrs. Bull. But such a strange thing as this never 
happened to any of your fomily before : they have had 
lawsniti^ but though they spent tlie income, they never 
mortgaged the stock. Sure you must have some of the 
Norman or the Norfolk blood in you. Prithee give me 
some account of these matters. 

J. Bull. Who could help it P There lives not such 
a fellow by bread as that old Lewis Baboon : he is the 
most cheating contentious rogue upon the face of the 
earth. Tou must know, one day, as Nick Frog and I 
were over a bottle, making up an old quarrel, the okl 
fellow would needs have us drink a bottle of bis Cbap- 
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psgM^ mdm mat after another, till my frieiid Nic. and 
l^wH beiag-aiefl vto wch heady stufl^ got hloodydnttk. 
LemHdl the wUle» either by the strength of his brak^ 
orfliiiGliiqg'Uiglait,kepthiiu8e]fioberaea jodge. **Mj 
worthy fricodi," quoth Lewis, ^ henceforth let lu live 
ueighboiuiy ; I am as peaceable aod quiet as a lamb^ 
of my own temper, but it has been my misfortune to li?e 
among quarrelsome neighbours. There is but one thing 
can make us foil out, and that is the inheritance of Lord 
Strutt's estate ;- 1 am content, for peace sake, to wave 
my right, and submit to any expedient to prevent a law- 
suit ; I think an equal division will be the fairest way.'** 
^ Well moved, old Lewis,'' quotli Frog; ^ and I hope 
my friend John here will not be reiractoiy." At the 
same time be clapped me on the back, and slabbered me 
all over from cheek to cheek, with his great tongue. 
" Do as you pkase, gentlemen,'' quoth I, ^ 'tis all one 
to John BulL" We agreed to part that night, and next 
morning to meet at the comer of Lord Strutt's park^ wall 
with our surveying instruments, which according we 
did. Old Lewis carried a chain and a semicircle ; Nic. 
paper, rulers, and a lead pencil ; and I Hi^lowed at some 
distance with a long pole. We began first with survey^ 
ing.the meadow. grounds; afterward we measured the 
cornfields, dose by dose; then we proceeded to the 
woodlandsy the copper and tin mioes.t All this while 
Nic. laid down every thing exactly upon paper, calcu- 
lated the acres and roods to a great nicety. When we 
had finished the land, we were going to break into the 
house and gardens to take an inventor}* of his plate, 
pictures, and other furniture. 

Mrs. Bull. What said Lord Strutt to all this ? 

* A treaty {<Sipre9ervinf^ the balance of power in Europe, by a ^'■ 
tition of the Spanish doninioof, H, 
i The W«t bidies. H. 
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3h Bull. As we had almott fioubed our conccn, we 
weie accottedbysoDieof LocdStiutt'tservaiitB : ** Hey- 
daj! What's here ? What a devil's the meauog of all 
these traogFams aad giincraoka, geatlenea? What in 
die name of wonder are you goii^ about, jumpiog over 
my master's hedges, and. ruDoiog your Moes across his 
grounds ? If you are at any field pastiiiit» you might 
have asked leave;, my roaster is a«ivil».weUbi'ed per^- 
sou as any is." 

Mrs. BvLU What couJd you answer to^this? 

J. Bull. Why truly my neighbour Frog and I were 
still hotheaded i we told him his master was an old doat* 
iog puppy, that minded nothing of his own business ; 
that we were surveying his estate, and settling it for 
him, since he would, not do it himself. Upon this there 
happened a quarrel, but we, being stronger than they,, 
sent them away with a flea in their ear. They went 
home and told their master :*" " My lord,'^ said they, 
" there aie three odd sort of fellows going about your 
grounds, with the strangest machines that ever we be- 
held in our life : I suppose they are going to rob your 
orchardj. fell your trees, or drive away your cattle : 
they told us strange things^ of settling your estate: one 
IS a lusty old fallow, in a black wig, with ablaefc beard, 
without teeth: there's another thin squat fellow. In 
trunk-hose : the third is a little,, long-nosed, thin man^ 
(I was then lean, being just come out of« fit of sickness.) 
I suppose it is fit to send after them, lest they carry^ 
something away." 

Mrs. BvLi.. I fancy thk put the old fellow In a rare 
iweaguc.. 

^ This pftrtitibn of the kins oT SpaiD*<t doiuinloaa waf made wtlL* 
■^ul his conseat, or evco Ida knowledge. U. 
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J. JlknLWk' WMk m he wii» he celled far hii long tale- 
do^ evaveeMlboDDeed ebout the roeoi, '^ 'ideetii r whift 
an I trnm-tdif l» be efrroated tohj wj tradesmen? I 
know the nHab: n^ batber» dothier, and hnendraper 
dnpote of Hf citate ! bring hither my kihuiderbiiis. I'll 
warrant je, you shall see daylight through thesL 
Scoondiek! dop! the scum of the earth! Frog, that 
irai my laiher's kitchen boy! he pretend to meddle with 
Biy estate ! vith my will ! Ah poor Stnitt ! what art 
thou come to at last ? Thou has Hved too long in the 
world, to see thy age and infirmity so despised : how 
will the ghosfa of my noble ancestors receive these 
tidings ? They cannot, they must not sleep quietly la 
their graves." In short, the old- gentleman was carried 
off ID a fainting fit ; and, after l>leeding in both arms, 
hardly recovered. 

Mrs. Bull. Keally this was a very extraordinary 
way of proceeding : I long to hear the rest of it. 

J. Bull. After we had come back to the tavern, and 
taken t'other bottle of champagne, we quarrelled a litp 
tie about the division of the estate. Lewis hauled and 
pulled the map on one side, and Frog and I oo the other, 
till we had like to have torn the parchment to pieoci. 
At last Liewis puUcd out a pair of great tailon' sheeny 
and clipped a comer foe himself which he said vaa a 
manor that lay convenient for him, and left Frog and 
me tlie rest to dispose of as we pleased. We were over- 
joyed to think Lewis was contented with so little, not 
smelling what was at the bottom of the plot There 
happened, indeed, an incident that gave us some di»- 
turbance: a cunning fellow, one of my servants^ two 
days after, peeping through the keyhole, observed that 
old Lewis had stole- away our part of the map^ and saw 
him fiddling and turning the map from one comer to the 
other, trying to join the two pieces together again : he 
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was mutteriog souiediiiig to himself whidi we did not 
well hear, only theee warda^ "• 'Tis great pitj, 'tis great 
pity !" My servaot added, that he believed thia had 
Bome ill meaaiog. I told him lie was a coxconfib^ always 
preteadiog to be wiser thao liie compauion : Lewis and 
I are good friends, he's an honest fellow, and I dare say 
will stand to his bargain. The sequel of the story 
proved this fellow's suspicion to be too well grounded ; 
for Lewis revealed our \ihole secret to the deceased 
Lord Stnitt,"^ who, in reward to his treachery, and re- 
venge to Frog and me, settled his w hole estate upon the 
present Philip Baboon. Then we uodei-stood what he 
meant by piecing the map. 

Mas. Bull. And was you surprised at this? 
Had not Lord Strutt reason to be angry ? Would you 
have been contented to have been so used yourself ? 

J. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not easily reconciled 
to the common methods ; but then it was tlie fashion to 
do such things. I have read of your golden age, your 
silver age, <&c : one might justly call this the age of 
lawyers. There was hardly a man of substance in all 
the country, but had a counterfeit that pretended to hb 
estate.! As the philosophers say, that there u a dupli- 
cate of every terrestrial animal at sea, so it was to this 
age of the lawyers, there was at least two of every 
thing ; nay, on my conscience, I think there were three 
esquire Hackums} at one time. In short, it was usual 
for a parcel of fellows to meet, and dispose of the whole 
estates in the country : " This lies cooveoieot fw me, 
Tom : thou woiddst do more good with that, Dick, than 

* It is suspected that the French king inteiuled to take the whole, 
and that he revealed the secret to the court of SpaiOj upon which tb". 
will was made in favour of fail grandson. H. 

f Several pretenders at that time. H. 
t Kjngspf Toland. H. 
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ihe old fellewWMt has it'* So to bw they went with 
the tme ownen; the lawyers got well bjit; every 
body elae waa vndooe. It was a oommoa thing for as 
honest man, when he came home at night, to find another 
fdlow domineering in his family, hectoring his servants, 
calling for supper, and pretending to go to bed to his 
M-ife. In ' every house you might observe two Sodas 
quarrelling who was master. For my own part, I am 
still afraid of the same treatment, and that I should 
find somebody behind my counter, selling my l>road- 
cloth. 

Mbs. Bulx.. There is a sort of fellows, they call 
banterers and bamboozlers, that play such tricks : but it 
seems these fellows were in earnest. 

J. Buix. I begin to think, that justice is a better nile 
than conveniency, for all some people make so slight 
of it 



CHAP. VII. 

OF THE HABD SHIFTS MRS. BVLL WAS PUT TO, TO 
PBESERVS THS JtANOK OF BULLOCK*8 HATCH ; WITH 
SIR ROQER^S XSTHOD TO KEEP OFF IMPORTUNATE 
DUNS.* 

As John Bull and his wile were talking together, 
they were surprised with a sudden knocking at the door. 



* After the dinohitioii of the parliament, the aiiikiog ministry en- 
deaToared to npport tlKoitelvei by propagating a notion, that the 
public credit would «i£fer, if the lord treamrer Godolphin was re- 
moved: the dread of tfaif erent produced it: the mooied men began 
to aell their share* m the bank ; the goremor, depatj goremor, and 
1^0 director!, applied to the qaeen to preTcnt the change : the alarm 
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^ Those wicked scriTeoen and law jers, no doubt,^' quotli 
John; and so it was: some asking for the money he 
owed, and othen warning to prepare ibr the approach.- 
jDg term. " What a cursed life do I lead I" quoth 
John* "Debt is like deadly sin; ibr God's sake, Sir 
Roger, get me rid of the fellows." " m warrant you," 
quoth Shr Roger : " leave them to me."^ And indeed it 
was pleasant enough to observe Sir Roger's method with 
these importunate duns ;. his sincere friendship for John 
Bull made him submit to many things for his service, 
which he would have scorned to have done for himself^ 
Sometimes he would stand at the door with Ills long staff 
to keep oil the duns, till John got out at the back-door.''^ 
When the lawyers and tradesmen brought extravagant 
bills, Sir Roger used to bargain beforehand for leave to 
cut off a quarter of a yard in any part of the bill he 
pleased : he wore a pair of scissors in his pocket for this 
purpose, and would snip it off so nicely as you cannot 
imagine. Like a tnie goldsmith, be kept all your holi- 
days ; there was not one wanting in his calender : when 
ready money was scarce, he would set them telling a 
thousand pounds in sixpences, groats^ and threepenny 
pieces. It would have done your heart good to have 
seen him charge through, au array of lawyers, attorneys, 
clerks, and tradesmen ; sometimes with sword in hand, 
at other times nuzzling like an eel in the mud. When 
a fellow stuck like a bur, that there was no shaking him 
ofl^ he used to be mighty inquisitive about the health of 
bis uncles and aunts in the cooatry ; he could call them 
all by their names, for he knew every body, and could 
talk to them in their own way. The extremely imper- 

became general, and all the public fundi gradually wok. Perhaps, 
by Bollock*! Hatch, the author meant the crown lands. H» 
* Mottnert of the earl of Oxford. H. 
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tiiiBot lie would send awaj to see some strange sight, aa 
the dragon of HocUey in the Hole ; or bid him call the 
thurtieth of next February. Now and then you would 
see him io the kitchen weighing the beef and butter;^ 
paying ready money, that the maids might not run a 
tick at the market i and the butchers, by bribing them, 
sell damaged and light meat. Another time he would 
slip into the cellar, and guage the casks. In liis leisure 
minutes, he was porting his books, and gathering in liis 
debts. Such frugal methods were necessary, where mo- 
ney was so scarce, and duns so numerous. All this 
while John kept his credit, could show his head both at 
'change and Westminster-hall ; no man protested his bill, 
nor refused his bond ; only the sharpers and the scrive- 
ners, the lawyers and their clerks, pelted Sir Roger as 
he went along. The squirters were at it witli their ken- 
nel-water, for they were mad for the loss of their bubble, 
and that they could not get him to mortgage the manor 
of Bullock's Hatch. Sir Roger shook his ears, and 
nwaXed along, well satisfied within himself, that he was 
doing a diaritable work, in rescuing an honest man from 
the claws of harpies and bloodsuckers. Mrs. Bull did 
all that an aSeciionate wife, and a good housewife 
could do ; yet the boundaries of virtues are indivisible 
lines; it is impossible lo march up close to the frontiers 
of frugality, without entering the territories of parsimo- 
ny. Your good housewives are apt to look into the 
minutest things ^ therefore some blamed Mi's. Bull for 
new heel- piecing of her shoes, grudging a quarter of a 
pound of soap and sand to scour the rooms ;t but espe- 
cially, that slie would not allow her maids and appren- 



* Some regobtiqnt as to tlie purveyance ia the queeo^ fami 
r H. 
T T>D grt^i faviDgi in the hoose of eoamoc?. H. 
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tices the benefit of John Banyai), the Londmi Apprei 
lice, or the Seven Champions in the black letter.* 



CHAP. viir. 

A CONTINVATTON OF THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
JOHN BULL AND HIS WIFE. 

Mrs. Bull. It is a most sad life we lead, my dear, to 
be so teased, paving interest for old debts, and still con- 
tracting new ones. However, I don't blame you for 
vindicating your honour, and chastising old Liewis : to 
curb the insolent, protect the oppressed, recover one's 
own, and defend what one has, arc good effects of the 
law : the only thing I want to know is, how you came 
to make an end of your money, before you finished 
your suit. 

J. Bull. I was told by the learned in the law, that 
my suit stood upon three firm pillars : more money for 
more law ; more law for more money ; and no composi- 
tion. More money (or more law, was plain to a demon- 
stration ; for who can go to law without money ? and it 
was plain, that any man that has money, may have law 
foi" it. The third was as evident as the other two ; for 
what composition could be made with a rogu^ that 
sever kept a word he said ? 

Mrs. Bull. I think you are most likely to get out of 
this labyrinth by the second door, by want of ready mo- 
ney to purchase this precious commodity : but you seem 
not only to have bought too much of it, but have paid 

* Rpstramiog the liberty oT the presi by act of pvliament H 
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t«o dear for wkat f on bought ; elte, how was it pooMe 
to ruD 80 much lo debf, irben at thn very time, the 
yearly, iocome- of what is mortgaged to those usuren^ 
irould discharge Hocus's bills, and give you your belly* 
fiill of law for all your life, without ruaniog one six- 
pence in debt ? Tou have been bred up to business ; I 
suppose you can cipher : I wonder you neter used your 
pen and ink. 

J. Bull. Now you urge me too far ; .prithee, dear 
wife, hold thy tongue. Suppose a young heir, heedless, 
raw, and unexperienced, full of spirit and vigour, with 
a favourite passion, in the hands of money scriveners : 
such fellows are like your wiredrawing mills ; if they 
get hold of a man's finger, they will pull in his whole 
body at last, till they squeeze the heart, blood, and guts 
oiit of him.* When I wanted money, half a dozen of 
these fellows were always wadting in my antichamber 
with their securities ready drawn. I was tempted with 
the ready ; some farm or other went to pot. I received 
with one hand, and paid it away with the other to law- 
yers, that, like bo many hellhounds, were ready to de- 
vour me. Then tlie rogues would plead poverty, and 
scarcity of money, which always ended in receiving 
ninety for the hundred. After they had got possession 
of my best rents, they were able to supply me with my 
own money. But what was worse, when I looked into 
the securities, there was no clause of redemption. 

Mrs. BvLL. No clause of redemption, say yon ? that's 
hard. 

J. BvLL. No great matter, for I cannot pay them. 
They had got a worse trick than that ; the same man 
bought and sold to himself, paid the money, and gave 
the acquittance ; the same man was butcher and grazier, 

* Metbods of prtjFiDg upon the occeiiitiei of the f oremiiieftt. H. 
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bi'ewer and butter, cook and poulterer. There is some* 
liiioo; still worse tlian all this ^ tkere came twenty bills 
upon me at once, wbich I had given money to dischai^ ; 
I was \ike to be pulled to pieces by brewer, botcher, and 
baker ; even my herbwoman dunned me as I went along 
the streets. (Thanks to my friend Sir Roger, else I 
must have gone to gaol.) When I asked tlie meaning 
of this, I was told, the money went to the lawyers; 
counsel wonH. tick, sir ; Hocus was urging : my book- 
keeper sat sotting all day, playing at put and all-fours : 
in short, by giiping usurers, devouring lawyers, and neg- 
ligent servants, I am brought to this pass. 

Mrs. Bull. This was liard usage ! but, methinks, the 
least reflection might have retrieved you. 

J. Bull. It is tmc : yet consider my circumstances ; 
my honour was engaged, and I did not know how to get 
out ; besides, I was for five years often drunk, always 
muddled ; they carried me from tavern to tavern, to 
ale-houses and brandy- shops, and brought me acquaint- 
ed with such strange dogs !^ '' There goes the prettiest 
fellow in the world," says one, " for managitig a jury ; 
make him yours. There's another can pick you up wit- 
nesses : Serjeant such-a-one has a silver tongue at the 
bar." I believe in time I should have retained every 
single pei-son within the inns of court. The night after 
a trial I treated the lawyers, their wives, and dauglitcrs, 
with fiddles, hautboys, dnims, and trumpets. I was al- 
ways hotheaded ; then they placed me in the middle, 
the attorneys and their clerks dancing about me, whoop- 
ing and hallooing, "Long live John Bull, the glory 
and support of the law." 

Mra. Bull. Really, husband, you went through a ttry 
notable course. 

** Hiriag still more troops. IT. 
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J. Bull. One of the things that first alarmed ne, 
was, that thej showed a spite against my poor old mo- 
ther.* " Lord,** quoth I, " what makes you so jea- 
lous of a poor, old, innocent gentlewoman, that roirtds 
only her prayers, and her Practice of Piety : she never 
meddles in any of your concerns ?'* " Foh," say they, 
" to see a handsome, brisk, genteel young fellow, so much 
governed by a doatiog old woman ! why donU you go 
and suck the bubby ? Do you consider she keeps you 
out of a good jointure ? She has the best of your estates 
settled upon her for a rent-charge : hang her, old thief, 
turn her out of doors, seize her land, and let her go to 
law if she dares." " Soft and fair, gentlemen," quoth 
I ; "'ray mother^s my mother ; our family are not of an 
unnatural temper. Though I doiiH take all her advice, 
I won't seize her jointure ; long may she enjoy it, good 
woman ; I don't grudge it her ; she allows me now and 
then a brace of hundreds for my lawsuit : (bat's pretty 
fair." About this time the old gentlewoman fell ill of 
an odd sort of a distemper ;t it began with a coldness 
and numbness in her limbs, which by degrees affected 
the nerves (I think the physicians called them) seized 
the brain, and at last ended in a lethargy. It betrayed 
itself at first in a sort of indifference and carelessness 
in all her actions, coldness to her best friends, and an 
aversion to stir or go about the common offices of life. 
She, that was the cleanliest creature in the world, never 
shrunk now, if you set a closestool under her nose. 
She, (liat would sometimes rattle off her servants pret- 
ty sliarply, now, if she saw them drink, or heard 
them talk profanely, never took any notice of it. In- 
stead of ber usual charities to deserving persons, she 

* Railing agaioit the church. H. 

^ Carelessocn in formi and discipline, fl. 

VOL, XX II I. L 
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threw away her moDcy upon roariDg, sweanug bullies 
aod beggars, that went about the streets.*' ** What is 
the matter with the old gentlewoman," said every body, 
^' she never use<l to do in this manner ?" At last the dis- 
tem[>er grew more violent, and threw her downright 
into i-aving (its :f in which she shrieked out so loud, 
that she disturbed the whole neighbourhood. In her fits 
she called upon one gir William 4 «' Oh ! Sir William, 
thou hast betrayed me ! killed me ! stabbed me ! sold 
me to the aickold of Dover-street I See, see Clum with 
his bloody knife ! seize him, seize him, stop him ! Be- 
hold the fury with her hissing snakes ! Where's my son 
John ? Is he well, is he well ? poor man ! I pity him ;'' 
and abundance more of such strange stuff, that nobody 
could make any thing of. I knew little of the matter : 
for when I iuquireJ about her health, the answer was, 
'* that she was in a good moderate way." Physicians 
were sent for in haste : Sir Roger, with great difficulty, 
brought RatcliiT; Garth came upon the first message. 
There were several others called in ; but, as usual upon 
such occasions, they diflfered strangely at the consulta- 
tion. At last they divided into two parties, one sided 
with Garth, the other with Ratcliff.§ Dr. Garth: 
*' This case seems to me to be plainly hysterical ; the 
old woman is whimsical ; it is a common thing for your 
old women to be so ; I'll pawn my life, blisters, with the 
steel diet, will recover her." Others suggested strong 
pui^ng, and letting of blood, because she was pletho- 
ric. Some went so far as to say the old womau was 

* Disposing of some prefermentt to libertines and aoprindpled per- 
sons. H. 

f The too violent clamour about the danger of the church. H. 

X Sir William, a cant name of Sir Humphry *s for Lord Treasurer 
Godolphin. H. 

§ Garth, the low church paitr j R:itcliff, the hijh chareh party. 
H. 
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mad, tnd oothing would be better thin a little corpenl 
comcUoik Ratcliff: ** Geollemeoi you are mtfta* 
keo HI Um caae; it is plaiDly an acate distemper, and 
she caooai hold out three days, unless she is supported 

with Strang inardiflls.** ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ''<>o*d ^^^ * 
good deal of coocerot and ad^ed them what they thought 
of Ay flMther? ^lu no manner of danger, I tow to 
Gad." quoth Garth, ** the old woman is hysterica), fan- 
cifiil, sir, I vow to Gad." "" I tell you, sir," sa) s Hat- 
ditt, «« the camot live three dajs to an end, unless there 
is sNue very effectual course laken with her : she has a 
malignant fever/' Then fool, puppy, and blockhead, 
were the beat words they gave. I could hardly restrain 
them fran throwing the inkbottles at one another's 
hesbds. I foigot to tell you that one party of the phy- 
sicians daaired I would take my sister Peg into the 
liouse-to nurse her, but the old gentlewoman wouki not 
hear of that. At last, one physician asked, if the lady 
had ever been used to take laudanum? Her maid ao- 
sweredy not that she knew; but indeed there was a 
High-German liveryman of hens one Yan Ptscliini* 
sooker,* Ihat gave her a sort of quack powder. The 
physician desked to see it : ** Nay," says he, ** there is 
opium in this^ I am sure.'' 

Mrs. Bull. I hope you ezaoiined a little intio this 
matter. 

J. Bull. I dad, indeed, and disoovered a great mya- 
tery of iniquity. The witneasea made oath. That they 
hail heard aome of the UvcfyiMot frequently railing at 
their mistress. ** They said, she was a troublesoaie, 
fiddlefaddTe old woman, and so ceremonious, that there 

* Vao FUtUiMooker, a binhop at that tioie, a great dealer io po- 
Htics and physic. H» 
+ The clergy. 
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was no bearing of lier. Thfey were so plagued ulrkb 
bowing aud cringing as they went in and out of the 
room, that tlieir backs ached. She used to scold at ooe 
for his dirty shoes, at another for his greasy hair, and 
not combing his head : that she was so passidoate and 
fiery in her temper, that there vas no living with her ; 
she wanted something to sweeten her blood : (hat they 
uever had a quiet night's rest, for getting up in the 
morning to early sacraments ; they wislied they could 
find some way or another to keep the old woman quiet 
in her bed." Such discourses were often overheard 
among the liverymen, while the said Yau FtschirnsoolT' ' 
er had undertaken this matter. A maid made affidavit, 
" That she had seen the said Yan Ftschirnsooker, one 
of the liverjmcn, frequently making up of medicines, 
and administering them to alt the neighbours; that slie 
saw him one morning make up the powder, which her 
mistress took ; that she had the curiosity to ask him, 
whence he had the ingredients ?'* " They come," says 
he, '^from several parts of de world; dis I have from 
Oeneva, dat from Rome, dis white powder from Am- 
sterdam, and de red from Edinburgh ; but de chief in* 
gredieut of all comes from Turkey," It was likewise 
proved, that the same Yan Ftschirnsooker .had been fre^^ 
quently seen at the Rose with Jack, who was known to 
bear an inveterate spite to his mistress : That he brougfal 
a certain powder to his mistress, which the examiuaot 
believjes to be the same, and spoke the following words: 
*' Madam, here is grand secret van de world, my sweet- 
ning pdwder, it does temperate de humour, despel de 
wint, and cure de vapour; it luUet and quietet de 
animal spirits, procuring rest and pleasant dreams : it 
is de infallible receipt for de scurvy, all heats in de 
bloot, and breaking out upon dc skin : it is de true 
blootslancher, stopping all fluxes of de bloot : if you do 
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take diB, jon will never ail any ding$ it will cure yeu 
of diseaseg;'' and abundance more to this purpaw, 
which the examinant does not reniember. 

John BuU was interrupted in his story by a porter» 
that brought him a letter from Nicholas Frog, which is 
as follows. 



CHAP. IX. 

A COFT OF NIC. FROG's LETTER TO JOHN BULL.*^ 

t. 

[John Bull reads.] 

^ FBISND JOHN, 

^ What schellnm is this, that makes thee jealous 
of thy old friend Nicholas ? hast thou forgot how some 
years ago he took thee out of the spunging-houae P^'f 
['Tis true my friend Nic. did so, and I thank him ; but 
he made me pay a swingeing reckoning.] *^ Tiiou bes 
ginn'st now to repent thy bai^ain, that thou wast so 
fond of ; and if thou durst, would'st forswear thy own 
hand and seal. Thou say'st, that thou hast purchased 
me too great an estate ahready ; when, at tlie same time^ 
thou know'st I have only a mortgage : 'tis true, I have 
possession, and the tenants own me for master ; but hat 
not esquire South the equity of. redemption ?" [Nm 
doubt, and will redeem it very speedily ; poor Nic. has 
only possession, eleven points of the law.] ^ Ab for tl^e 
turnpikes^ I have set up, tliey are for other people, not 
for my friend John ; I have ordered my servant con- 

• A letter from the Statei General. IT. 
f Alluding to the Revolution. 11. 
I Tbc Diitcb prohibition of trade. H. 
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stftotly to attend, to let thy carriages through iHtbotit 
payiug any thing ; only I hope thou wilt not cone too 
heavy laden to spoil my ways. Certainly I have just 
cause of olTence against thee, ray friend, for supposing 
it possible that tliou and I should ever quarrel : what 
houndsfoot is it that puts these whims in thy head ? 
Ten thousand last of devils haul me, if I donU love thee 
as I love my life." [No question, as the devil loves 
lioly water !] '' Does not thy own hand and seal oblige 
ihce to purchase for roe, till I say it is enough ? Are not 
these words plain ? I say it is not enough. Dost thou 
think thy friend Nicholas Frog made a child's baif^ain ? 
Mark the words of thy contract, tatdpeeunid, with all thy 
money." [Very well ! I have purchased with my own 
money, my children's, and my grand children's money, is 
not that enougli ? Well, totdpecumd let it be, for at present 
I have none at all : he would not have me purchase with 
other people's money sure ? since totd peamd is tte 
bargain, I think it is plain, no more money, no mor0 
purchase.] " And whatever the world may say, Nicbo- 
1» Frog is but a poor man in comparison of the rich^ 
the opulent John Bull, great clothier of the world. I 
have had many losses, six of my best sheep were drown- 
ed, and the water has come into my cellar, and spoiled a 
pipe of my best brandy : it would be a more friendly 
act in thee to carry a brief about the country to repair 
the losses of thy poor friend. Is it not evident to all 
the world, that I am still hemmed in by Lewis Baboon ? 
Is he not just upon my borders ?" [And so he will be, 
if I purchase a thousand acres more, unless he got some- 
body between them.] '' I tell thee, friend John, thou 
hast flatterers, that persuade thee that thou art a man of 
business ; do not believe them : if thou would'st still 
leave thy affairs in my hands, thou should'st see how 
handsomely I would deal by thee. That ever thou 
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should'st be dazzled with the encbanted islands, and 
mouotains of gold, that old Lewis protnises thee - 
'Dswouods t vhj dost thou not laj out thj money to 
purchase a plaoe at court, of honest Israel ? I tell thee, 
thou must not so much as think of a compositioa.'^ 
[Not think of a composition, that's hard indeed : I can^ 
help thinking of it, if I would.] '' Tliou complaip'st of 
want of money ; let thy wife and daughters burn the 
iOkl lace of their petticoats $ sell tliy fat cattle ; re* 
trench but a sirloin of beef and a peck-loaf in a week 
from thy gormandizing guts/' [Retrench my bee( a 
dog ! Betrencb my beef ) then it is plain the rascal 
has an HI design upon me, he would starve me.] ** Mort- 
gage thy manor of Bullock's Hatch> or pawn thy crop 
for ten years." [A rogue ! part with my country-seat, 
my patrimony, all that I have left in the world ; I'll see 
liim hanged first] ^ Why hast thou changed thy attor^ 
ney ? Can any man manage thy cause better for thee V* 
[ Yeiy pleasant ! because a man has a good attorney, lie 
must never make an end of his lawsuit.] " Ah John ! 
John ! I wish thou knew'st thy own mind ; thou art as 
fickle as the wind. I tell tlicc, thou Imdst better let 
thu composition alone, or leave it to 

Thy loving friend, 

NIC. FROG." 
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CHAP. X. 

■ « 

OF SOME F.XTRAORDINARY THINGS,''^ THAT PASSED AT 
THE SALUTilTION TAVERN, IN THE CONFERENCE BE- 
TWEEN BULL, FROG, ESaUIRE SOUTH, AND LEWIS 

BABOON. 

Frog had givcu his word, that he would meet the 
above-mentioned company at the Salutation to talk of 
this agicemcnt. Though he durst oot directly break 
his appohitnient, he made many a shufQing excuse ; one 
time he pretended to be seized with the gout in his 
right knee ; tlicn he got a js^rcat cold, that had struck 
him deaf of one ear ; afterward two of his coach-horses 
fell sick, and he durst not go by water for fear of catch- 
ing an ague. John would take no excuse, but hurried 
him away : '^ Come Kic." says he, '' let's go and hear 
at least what this old fellow has to propose ! I hope 
there's no hurt in that" '' Be it so," quoth Nic. '' but 
if I catch any harm, wo be to you ; my wife aud 
children will curse you as long as they live." Whea 
they were come to the Salutation* John concluded all 
was sure then, and that be should be troubled do more 
with law aifaii-s ; he thought every body as plain and 
sincere as he was. ^' Well, neighbours," quoth he» 
" let's noA? make an end of all matters, and live peace- 
ably together for the time to come ; if every body is as 
well inclined as I, we shall quickly come to the upshot 
of our aflfair." And so pointing to Frog to say some- 
thing, to the great surprise of all the company, Fn^ 



♦ The treaty of l^treclit : the difRcuItyto get them to meet. Whea 
met, the Dutch would not speak their scDtiment', nor the French de- 
liver ill the ir proposal?. Tlic house of Austria talked very high. H; 
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ivas seized with the dead palsj in the toi^e. John 
began to ask him some plain questions, and vbooped and 
hallowed in his ear. ^ Let's come to the point, Nic ! 
Who wonldest thou have to be Lord Stnitt ? Wouldett 
thou have Plnfip Baboon ?'' Nic shook his head and 
said iMMhug;. <* Wilt thou then have esquire South to 
be Lord Strotl ?** Nic. shook hk head a second time. 
^ Then who the devil wilt thou have ? say something 
or another.^' Nic. opened hb mouth, and pointed to his 
tongue, and cried, ** A, a, a, a !'' which was as much as 
to say, he ooidd not speak. John Bull.-—** Shall I 
serve Philip Baboon with broad clotli, aod accept of the 
composition that he oflfers, with the liberty of his parks 
and fisK-ponds ?'' Then IHic. roared like a bull, <* O, 
0,0,0!"* John Bull. — " If thou wilt not let me have 
them, wilt thou take them thyself .'" Then Nic. grin- 
ned, cackled, and laughed, till he was like to kill him- 
self, and seemed to be so pleased, that he fell a frisking 
and dancing about the room. John Bull. — ^^ Shall I 
leave all this matter to thy management, Nic. and go 
about my business ?^* Then Nic. got up a glass, and 
drank to John, shaking him by the hand, till be had 
like to have shook his shoulder out of joint. John 
BulL — *^ I understand thee, Nic. but I shall make thee 
speak before I ga'* Then Nic put his finger in fafe 
cheek, and made it cry Buck ; which was as much, as 
to say, I care not a foithii^ for thee. John BuU. — " I 
have done, Nic. if thou wilt not speak. III make my 
own terms with old Lewb here." Then Nic lolled out 
Lis tongue, and turned up Ins bum to him ; which was 
as much as to say, kia — 

John perceiving that Frog could not speak, turns to 
old Lewis : ^ Since we cannot make this obstinaie fel- 
low speak, Lewis, pray coodeKCod a little to his hu« 

T. 2 
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mour, and set down ihy meaniog upon paper, that he 
maj answer it in another scrap.'' 

" I am infinitely sorry," quoth Lewis, ^ that it hap- 
pens so unfortunately : for playing a little at cudgels 
t'other day, a fellow has given me such a rap over the 
right arm, that I am quite lame : I have lost the use of 
my forefinger and my thumb, so that I cannot hold my 
pen." 

John Bull. '* That's all one, let me write for you." 

Lewis. " But I have a misfortune, (hat I cannot read 
any body's hand but my own." 

John Bull. '* T17 what yoQ can do with your left 
hand." 

Lewis. '< That's impossible; it will make such a 
scrawl, that it will not be legible." 

As they were talking of this matter, in came Esquire 
Soutli, all dressed up in feathers and ribands, stark star- 
ing mad, brandishing his sword, as if he would have cut 
off their heads; crying, ** Room, room, boys, for the 
grand esquire of the world ! the flower of esquires !* 
What ! covered in my presence ? I'll crush your souls, 
and crack you like lice !" With that he had like to 
have struck John Bull's hat into the fire; but John, who 
was pretty strong-fisted, gave him such a squeeze as made 
his eyes water. He went on still in his mad pranks : 
'' When I am lord of the universe, the sun shall pi-ostrate 
and adore me ! Thou, Frog, shalt be my bailiff; Lewis 
mj tailor, and thou, John Bull, i^alt be my fool!" 

All this while Frog laughed in liis sleeve, gave tlie 
esquire t'other noggin of brandy, and clapped him 00 the 
back, which made him ten times madder. 

Poor John stood in amaze, talking thus to himself: 

* The Archduke waa noir beeonie emperor of Qermtnf , bdng 
nnanimouflj elected upon the death of Joseph the First. H. 
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^ Well, John, tbou art got into rare compauy ! One has 
a dumb devil, t'other a mad de?il, and the third a B{HrU 
of infirmitj. An honest man has a fine time ou't among 
such rogues. What art thou asking of them, after all ? 
Some mighty boon, one would think ! only to sit quietly 
at thy own fireside, ^death, what have I to do with 
such fellows ! John Bull, after all his losses and crosses, 
can live better without them, than they can without 
him. Would to God I lived a thousand leagues off 
them ! but the devil^s in't, John Bull u in, and John 
Bull must get out as well as he can." 

As he was talking to himself, he observed Frog and 
old Lewis edging toward one another to whisper;^ so 
that John was forced to sit with his arms a kimbo to 
keep them asunder. 

Some people advised John to blood Frog under the 
tongue, or take away his bread and butter; which would 
certainly make him speak ; to give Esquire South belle- 
iK)re ; as for Lewis, some were for emollient poultices, 
others for opening his arm with an incision-knife. 



CHAP. XLf 

CHS APPREHENDING, EXAMINATION, AND IMFRISONMEKl' 
OF JACK FOR SUSPICION OF FOISONII^G. 

The attentive reader cannot have forgot, that the sto- 
ly of Yan Ptschirnsooker^s powder was intenuptcd by 

* Sonip attempts ofiecrct Degotiatioa bctvceo the French aod the 
Dutch. 11 

f The receiviox the holy •MrmmeDt as adniuiitcred by the church 
«r EoKland once at least ip eyrery year, haviof heeo made a Dtc«NB- 
wy qu'iiIifico4ioD for placet oftruit and profit, many of the dissenters 

1.3 
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a message from Frog. I have a natural compassion fo^ 
curiosity, being much troubled with the distemper vaf- 
self; therefore to gratify that uneasy itching sensation in 
my reader, I have procured the following account of that 
matter. 

Yan Ftschirnsooker came olT (as rogues usually d<5 
npon such occasions) by 'peaching his partner ; and be- 
ing extremely forward to bring him to tlie gallows. Jack 
iras accused as the contriver of all the roguery.* And 
indeed it happened unfortunately for the poor fellow, 
that he was known to bear a most inveterate spite against 
the old gentlewoman; and consequently, that never any 
111 accident happened to her, but he was suspected to be 
at the bottom of it. If she pricked her finger. Jack, to 
be sure, laid the pin in the way; if some noise in the 
street disturbed her rest, who could it be but Jack in 
some of his nocturnal rambles ? If a servant ran away, 
Jack had debauelied him: every idle tittletattle that 
went about, Jack was always suspected for the author 
of it : liowever, all was nothing to this last affair of the 
tempcrating, moderating powder. 

The hue and cry went after Jack to apprehend him 
dead or alive, wherever he could be found. The con- 
stables looked out for him in all his usual haunts ; but 

rime to the altar merely for this purpose. A bill to prevent this 
practice had been three times brought iato the house and rqected, 
under the title of " A Bill to prevent Occasional Conformity." But 
the earl of Nottingham having brought it in a fourth time undes 
another name, and with the addition of such clauses as were said to 
enlarge the toleration, and to be a farther security to the protestant 
•accession, the whig<^, whose cau:iethc earl then appeared to espouse, 
were persuaded to concur : some, because they were indeed wiliins 
that the bill should pass, and others, because they believed the earl 
of Oxford would at hit procure it to be thrown out. The four foL- 
lowing chapters cpnt:iin the history of this transaction. H. 

*" All the Ciisfortuncs of the church ch.trged upon the presbytn-iaa 
farty. U« 

/ 



to no puirpobt." Wh^re d'ye thiok tfaej'fayid iSiii' at 
last ? Bved tiaikiiighk^ veff qoHellf athii li|i#f r 
Martio*8? (Mini wbence he waa <ftM*iid'wftb€.T<iltpuh 
at his ftaeH Vefore the W0^ihfpfb);Mr.#IMk0<;>!V«^ 
BeyhAl af lib rifei^^hhoiirs madroatfe, that oftatetb^f^t 
Moer had been observed to lead a rerj dissMnlBiJfl^ 
reiHkiiidbg even his Usual hjpocfhf^ asd pfcilpicivi^ la 
8obriet7 :* that he finequented Uvena andfafinfjupiOTL 
and had been often guilty of druniKeoBess aa^ shMtony 
at my lord mayor'a table : that lie had baeiB.iae«kki the 
company of lewd women : that he had traiKfe^r^ his 
usual care of the engrossed copy of his faiher's^ifill, to 
bank-bills, orders for talliea, and debeoluraart- t^ipa he 
BOW affirmed, with more literal trath,'to be aicatiidrlQk, 
and cloth, the philosopher's atone, and the unireraal me» 
diciiie 4 that he was so far from showing his customarj 
reverence to the will, that he kept oonapaoy with those, 
thatxalled his father a cheating rogue,^ and his will a for- 
gery :§ that he not only sat quietly and l^eard his 
father railed at, but often chimed in with |,b« dii- 
course, and hugged the anthora as -bis besom feieoda:|| 
That instead of asking for blows at the coroai|.of the 
streets, he now bestowed them as plentifully, aa he bagged 
them before. In short, that he was grown a nere 
rake ; and had nothing left In him of old 3ui\^ eicept 
his spite to John Bull's mother. 

^ Themauiert of the diMeiiten ehaostd firooi • their kipa itFict- 

» H. 

t DodlH oMMh to itocljob^ioc. H. 

tTakofaTob. U. 

) UenlingwiUiddstitiidatheiits. H. .| 

ITftlaoTaTiih. U. • 
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Another witness made oath, That Jack had been 
overheard bragging of a trick* he had found out to ma- 
nage the old formal jade, as he used to call her. " Damn 
this numbskull of mine,*' quoth he, ^ that I could not 
light on it sooner. As long as I go in this ragged tat- 
tered coat, I am so well known, that I am hunted awaj 
from the old woman's door by every barking cur about 
the house ; they bid me defiance. There's no doing 
mischief as an open enemy ; I must find some way or 
other of getting within doors, and then I shall have bet- 
ter opportunities of playing my pranks, beside the bene- 
fit of good keeping." 

Two witnesses 8Wore,t that several years ago, there 
came to their mistress's door a young fellow in a tatter- 
ed coat, that went by the name of Timothy Trim, whom 
they did in their conscience believe to be the very pri- 
soner, resembling him in shape, stature, and the features 
of his countenance : that the said Timothy Trim being 
taken into the family, clapped their mistress's livery 
over his own tattered coat : that the said Timothy was 
extremely officious about their mistress's person, en- 
deavouring by flattery and tale-bearing to set her against 
the rest of the servants : nobody was so ready to fetch 
any thing that was wanted, to reach what was dropped : 
that he used to sliove and elbow his fellow-servants to get 
near his mistress, especially wiien money was a paying 
or receiving ; then he was never out of the way : that 
lie was extremely diligent about every body's business, 
but his own : that the said Timothy, while he ivns In 
the family, used to be pla} ing roguish tricks ; when Lis 
unstress's back was turned, he would loll out his tongue, 
make mouths, and laugh at her, walking behind her like 

* Getting into places and church preferments bj occasional coo- 
lormity. H. 
i Betraying the interests of the church, when got into p^efe^Dent^^ 

H. 



JOBS BMlJu. 251 

Uarleqiuo, ndiculiog ber motions and geiUires ; but if 
his iDistrGss looked about, be put oo a grave, demure 
couQteDaoce, as if be bad beeo in a fit of devotioo : 
tbat lie used often to trip up stairs so smootbly, tbal 
you could not bear bim tread, and put all tbiogs out of 
order : tbat be would pincb tbe children and servants^ 
when be met tbero in tbe dark, so bard, tbat be left tbe 
print of bis forefinger and liis thumb in black and blue^ 
and then slink into a comer, as if nobody had done it : 
out of tbe same malicious design be used to lay chain 
aud joint-stook in their way, tbat they might break their 
iKues by falling over them : tbe more young and unex- 
perienced he used to teach to talk saucily, and call 
names : during liis stay in the family, there was much 
plate missing; being caught with a couple of sil- 
ver spoons in his pocket, with their handles wrenched 
off, he said, be was only going to carry them to tlie 
goldsmith's to be mended : that tbe said Timothy was 
bated by all the honest servants for his ill-conditioned 
splenetic tricksy but especially for his slanderous tongue ; 
traducing tiiem to tlieir mistress, as drunkanfa, thieves^ 
and wiioremasters ; tbat the said Timothy by lying sto- 
ries used to set all tbe family together by tbe ear% taking 
delight to make them fight aud quarrel ; particularly 
one day sitting at table, lie spoke words to this efftct : 
'* I am of opinion," quoth be, ** tbat little short fellows, 
sucif as we are, have better hearts, and could beat tbe 
tall fellows : I wish it came to a fair trial ; I believe 
these long fellows, as sightly as they are, should find 
tlieir jackets well tbwacked."* 

A paicel of tall fellowi^ wlio thought themselves af- 
fronted by tlie discourse, took up tbe quarrel, and to't 
they ncnt, the tall men and the low men, which couti- 

* The original of the duitinctioD io the Damffl of low churchron 
and hijh cburcbmcs. 
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Dues slill a faction in the faroilj, to the great disorder 
of our mistresses aCTairs : the said Timothy carried thi« 
frolic so far, that he proposed to his mistress, that she 
should eutertaiu uo servant, that was above four foot 
seven inches high ; and for that purpose had prepared a 
gage, by wlncli they were to be measured. The good 
old gentlewoman was not so simple as to go into his pro- 
ject : she began to smell a rat. " This Trim," quoth 
she, " is an odd sort of a fellow ; methinks he makes a 
strange figure with that ragged, tattered coat, appearing 
under his livery ; can't he go spruce and clean like the 
rest of the servants ? the fellow has a roguish leer with 
him, which I don't like by any means ; besides, he has 
such a twang in his discourse, and an ungraceful way 
of speaking through the nose, that one can hardly un- 
derstand him ; I wish the fellow be not tainted with 
some disease." The witnesses farther made oath, that 
the said Timothy lay out a-nights, and went abroad often 
at unseasonable hours ; and it was credibly reported, 
he did business in another family ; that he pretended to 
have a squeamish stomach, and could not eat at table 
with the rest of the servants, though this was but a pre* 
teoce to provide some nice bit for himself ; that he re- 
fused to dine upon salt fish, only to have an opportuni- 
ty to eat a calf's head (his favourite dish) in private ; 
that for all his tender stomach, when he was got by him- 
self, he could devour capons, turkeys, and sirloins of 
beef, like a cormorant. 

Two other witnesses gave the following evidence : 
That in his officious attendance upon his mistress, be 
had tried to slip a powder into her drink ; and that he 
was once caught endeavouring to stifle her with a pil- 
low as she was asleep : that he and Ftschirusooker were 
often in close conference, and that liiey used to drink 
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together trtbeilQiM; irbere it eeetttrhe wiuirc!! ^Mih 
kDower-trlTil tlMieioame of Jack/ . .^'ifl. 

Tlie'pfllDiiar'faad tittle to My in his defeoee ; lie W 
aeavoafM tb'pv<i»Ve hliiMelf alibi ; to that the trial tnril* 
ed ttponHfaii ringle qaettioii, whether the said TiOMdjjh 
Trior a&d Jack were- the same person f wMeh'#v 
proved hj snch piab tokens, and pttlieularljr by a nriA 
tinder the left pap^ that there was no withsCandinftile 
eridener; therefore the wonhipftd Mr. JHstice'cSm- 
mitted him, in order to his trial. ' ' * 
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CHAP. XII. 

HOW jack's VfttMBS cams TO TISIT HIM Uf PKtSOX| 
Aim WRAT ADTXCB THET OATB HIM. '• 

Jack hitherto had (yaased in the world for a po#^ 
simple, well-meaningy half-witted, cradL4)ridBed MHMr. 
People were strangely surprised to find him in socK 'k 
roguery ; that he should dkguise himself kinder a-ttse 
name, hire himself oat for a sekrant to an <dd geDtteW- 
floan, doly for an opportunity to poison her. They iteld 
that it was more geneAms tor profess open enmity, tlltei 
under a profound disslranlaiioQ to be guilty 'ofittdl''li 
scandalous breach of trust, and o# the sacred i^jbUft^ 
hospitility. In short, the adioif was uotvefaally te«' 
deroned by his best friends ; they told him in pMa 
terms, that this was come' as a jndgment upon trim ibf 
his loose life, his gluttony, drunkenness, and avarice^ 
for lading aside Ms father's will in an old mouldy tnuik, 
and turning stockJobKer, newsmonger, and btNjrUiilj; 
meddlii^ with other people's affair^ shaking off hiaald 
serious frien<I^ and keeping company with bulRions and 
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pick-poclcets, his father's sworn eDemies ; that he bad 
best throw himself upon the mercj of the court ; re- 
pent, and chan«;e his roanacrs. To say truth, Jack heaid 
these discourses with some compuoctioD ; however, he 
resolved to try what his new acquaiotance would do for 
him : they sent Habbakkuk Slyboots,^ who delivered 
him the following message, at the peremptory commands 
of his trusty companions. 

Hab. Dear Jack, I am sorry for thy mufortune: 
matters have not been carried on with due secrecy ; how- 
ever, we must make the best of a bad bai^ain : thou art 
in the utmost jeopardy, that's certain ; hang^ draw, and 
quarter, are the gentlest tilings they talk of. However, 
thy faithful friends, ever watchful for thy security, bid 
me tell thee, that they have one infallible expedient left 
to save thy life : thou must know, we have got into some 
understanding with the enemy, l^ the means of Don 
Diego ; he assures us there is no mercy for thee, and 
thai there is only one way left to escape ; it is indeed 
somewhat out of the common road ; however, be assured 
it is the result of most mature deliberation. 

Jack. Prithee, tell me quickly, for my heart is sunk 
down into the very bottom of my belly. 

Haju It is the unanimous opinion of your friends^ 
that you make as if you hanged yourself ;t they will 
give it out that you are quite dead, and convey your 
body out of prison in a bier; and John Bull, being 
busied with his lawsuit, will not inquire farther into the 
matter. 

Jack. How d'ye mean, make as if I hanged myself? 

* Habbakkuk Slyboota, a certain great man who persuaded the 
diMenters to coneent to the biU agalost occasional conformity, as be 
log for their interest H. 

f Consent to the bill against occanonal conFormitr. P 
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Hab. ITay, 70a must really hang joureelf up 10 a 
true geoufoe rope, that there may appear oo trick io it, 
and leave the rest to your friends. 

Jack. Tmly, this is a matter of some concern ; and 
my friendi, I hope, won't take it ill, if I inquire a little 
into the means fc^ which they intend to deliver me : a 
rope and a noose are no jesting matters ! 

Hab. Why so mistntstful ? hast thou ever found us 
false to thee? I tell tliee, (here is one ready to cut 
thee down. 

Jack. May I presume to ask who it is that is intrust- 
ed with so important an oflice ? 

Has. Is there no end of thy hows and thy whys ? 
That's a secret. 

Jack. A secret^ perhaps, that I may be safely trusted 
with, for I am not likely to tell it s^n. I tell you 
phinly, it is no strange thing for a man, before he hangs 
Mmself up, to inquire who is to cut him down. 

Hab. TIma suspicious creature ! if thou must needs 
know H, Itell theeit is Shr Roger :* he hasbeeoln tete 
ever since thy mitfortune. Don Diego and we have 
laid it m, tiiat he is to be in the nest room, and befote 
the rope is well about thy neck, rest satisfiM, he will 
break in and cut thee down : fear not, old boy ; we'll do 
it, 111 warrant thee. 

Jack. So I must hang myself up upon hopes that Sir 
Roger will cut me down, and all this upon the credit 
of Don IHego: a fine stratagem Indeed to save my 
life, that depends upon hanging, Don Diego^ and Sit 
Roger. 

Hab. I tell thee there is a mystery in all this, my 
friend, a piece of profound poliqr $ if thou knewest what 

* It was givco oot that the earl of Oxford woald oppoie the occsr 
fional bin, and lo loee his credit with the toriei; and the diawnteri 
did believe he weald not mier it to pan. H. 
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good this will do to the common cause, thy heart would 
leap for joy : I am sure thou vouldst not delay the ex- 
periment one moment. 

Jack. That is to the tune of, All for the better. 
What's your cause to me wlien I am hanged ? 

Hab. Refractory mortal ; if thou wilt not trust thy 
friends, take what follows : know, assuredly, before next 
full moon, that thou wilt be hung up in diains, or thy 
quarters perching upon the most conspicuous places in 
the kingdom. Nay, I don't believe they will be con- 
tented with hanging; they talk of impaling, or breaking 
on the wheel : and thou choosest that before a gentle 
suspending of thyself for one minute. Hanging is not 
so painful a thing as thou imagincst. I have spoke with 
several that have undergone it; they all agree it is no 
manner of uneasiness ; be sui-e thou take good notice of 
the symptoms, the relation will be curious. It is but a 
kick or two with thy heels, and a wry mouth or so: Sir 
Roger will be with thee in the twinkling of an eye. 

Jack. But what if Sir Roger should not come ; will 
my fnends be there to succour me ? 

Hab. Doubt it not ; I will provide every thing against 
to-morrow morning ; do thou keep thy own secret ; say 
nothing : I tell thee, it is absolutely necessary for the 
common good, that thpu shouldst go through this op«rar 
iiout 
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«^« tn Ae iwofrsi editUms €f ^ The Hktory of John 
Bull," the foUewing smaU chapter /Mowed Chap. 
XIL 



HOW THE LAIVTERS AGREED TO SEND DON DIEGO DtS* 
MALLO, THE CONJURER, TO JOHN BULL, TO DISSUADE 
HIM FROM MAKING AN END OF HIS LAWSUIT ; AND 
WHAT PASSED BETWEEN IhKM. 

Bull. How dops my j^'Mii *\vv-C\ Diego? 

Don. iVever woiiie. VV{|., can be easy when their 
friends are play i; .if ihr f ;ol ? 

Bull. Bu' i\w. : ^ ^^u mjy be easy, for I am resolved 
to play tlie fool .10 t'Visrer: I wish I had hearkened to 
your advice, and compounded this law-suit sooner. 

Don. It is tnie, I was then against the ruinous ways 
of this lawsuit ; but, looking over my scheme since, I 
fiud there is an error in my calculation. Sol and Jupi- 
ter were io a wrong house, but I have now discovered' 
their true places : I find that the stars are unanimously 
of opinion, that you will be successful in this catise; 
that Lewis will come to an untimely end, and Strutt will 
be turned out of doors by his wife and children. Theo 
he went on with a torrent of ecliptics cycles, epicyclet, 
ascendants, trinet, quadrants, conjunctions, bulls, beam, 
goats, and rams, and abundance of hard words, which,' 
being put together, signiOed nothing. John all this 
while stood gaping and staring, like a nan in a trance. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

HOW JACK HANGED HIMSELF UP BY THB FERSUiJJON 
OF HIS FRIENDS, WHO BROKE THEIR WORDS, AMD LBFT 
HIS KECK IN THE NOOSE. 

Jack was a professed enemy to implicit ilButb, aod 
yet I dare say, it was oever more strougly exerted, nor 
more basely abused, than upon this occasion. He was 
DOW with his old friends, in the state of a poor disbanded 
officer after a peace, or rather a wounded soldier after 
a battle ; like an old favourite of a cunning minister 
after the job is over : or a decayed beauty to a cloyed 
lover in quest of new game ; or like a hundred such 
things, that one sees every day. There were new io- 
trigues, new views, new projects on foot; Jack's life 
was the purchase of Diego's friendship,'*'' much good 
may it do them. The interest of Hocus and Sir Wil- 
liam Crawley, which was now more at heart, made this 
operation upon poor Jack absolutely necessary. You 
may easily guess, that his rest that night was but small, 
and much distuibed; however, the remaining pail of 
his time he did not employ (as his custom was formerly) 
in prayer, meditalioD, or singing a double verse of, a 
psalm ; but amused himself with disposing of his bank- 
stock. Many a doubt, many a qualm overspread his 
clouded imagination : ''Must I then," quoth he, "Jbaog 
up my own personal, natural, individual self, with these 
two hands? Bums sermo! What if I should be cut 
down, as my friends tell me ? There is something iofa- 

* The earl oF Nottingham made the concurrence of the whigs to 
bring in and carry this bill one of the conditicos of his engnging in 
their cause. H. 
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mous in the very attempt ; the world will conclude I 
had a guilty comcience. Is it possible, that good mao, 
Sir Roger, cao have so much pity upon an unfortunate 
scouudlrel, that has persecuted him for so many years ? 
No, it cannot be ; I don't love favours that pass through 
Don Diego's hands. On the other side, my blood chills 
about my heart at the thought of these rogues, with 
their bloody hands grabbling in my guts, and pulling 
out my very entrails : hang it, for once I'll trust my 
friends." So Jack resolved ; but he had done more 
wisely to have put himself upon the trial of his country, 
and made his defence in form ; many things happen be« 
tween the cup and the lip ; witnesses might have been 
bribed, juries managed, or prosecution stopped. But so 
it was. Jack for this time had a sufficient stock of im« 
plicit faith, which led him to his ruin, as the sequel of 
the story shows. 

And now the fiatal day was come, in which he was to 
try this hanging experiment His friends did not fail 
him at the appointed hour to see it put in practice. 
Habbakkuk brought him a smooth, strong, tough rope, 
made of many a ply of wholesome Scandinavian hemp, 
compactly twisted together, with a noose that slipt as 
glib as a birdcatcher's gin. Jack shrunk and grew pale 
at Hrst sight of it, he handled it, measured it, stretched 
it, fixed it against the iron bar of the window to try 
its strength ; but no familiarity could reconcile him to 
it. He found fault with the length, the thickness, end 
the twist; nay, the very colour did not please him. 
" Will nothing less than hanging serve ?" quoth Jack. 
" Won't my enemies take bail for my good behaviour? 
Will they accept of a fine, or be satisfiecl with the pil- 
lory and imprisonment, a good round whipping, or Imrih 
ing in the cheek ?" 
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Hab. Nothing but your blood \irill appease their 
rage ; make haste, else we shall be discovered. There's 
nothing like surprising the ro^'ues : how tbej vill be dis- 
appointed, irhen they hear that thou hast prevented 
their revenge, and hanged thine own self? 

Jack. That's true ; but what if I should do it in 
effigies ? Is there never an old pope or pretender to 
hang up in my stead .^ we are not so unlike, but it 
may pass. 

Hab. That can never be put upon Sir Roger. 

Jack. Are you sure he is in the next room ? Have 
you provided a very sharp knife, in case of the 
worst ? 

Hab. Dost take me for a common liar ? be satisfied, 
no damage can happen to your person ; your friends 
will take care of that. 

Jack. Mayn't I quilt my rope ? it galls my neck 
strangely: besides, I don't like this running knot, it 
holds too tight'; I may be stifled all of a «uddeo. 

Hab. Thou hast so many ifs and ands ; prithee de- 
spatch ; it might have been over before this time. 

Jack. But now I think on't, I would fain settle 
aome affairs, for fear of the worst : have a little pa- 
tience. 

Hab. There's no having patience, thou art such a 
faintling, silly creature. 

Jack. O thou most detestable, abominable passive 
obedience ! did I ever imagine, I should become thy 
votary in so pregnant an instance ? How will my bro- 
ther Martin laugh at this stoiy, to see himself outdooe 
JQ his own calling ? He has taken the doctrine, and left 
me the practice. 

No sooner had he uttered these words, but like a man 
of true courage, he tied the fatal cor^) to the beam, fit- 
ted the noose, and mounted upon the bottom of a tub, 
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Ae ioside of which he had often graced io his prosper- 
mm days. ThHi footstool Habbakkuk kicked away, 
«nd left poor Jack swinging, like the peodulmn of Panl^ 
dock. The fatal noose performed its office, and with 
Ihe most strict ligature squeezed the blood into his face, 
till it assumed a purple die. While the poor man iwav- 
ed from the irery bottom of his belly for breath, Hab- 
bakkuk walked with great deliberation into both the 
upper and lower room to acquaint his friends, who re- 
ceive the news with ^reat temper, and with jeers and 
scoffs, instead of pity. ** Jack has hai^d himself!'' 
^uoth they, ** let ua go and see how the poor rogue 
swings." Then they called Sir Roger. «" Sir Roger," 
quoth Habbakkuk, ^ Jack has hanged himself ; make 
haste and cut him down." Sir Roger turned first ooc 
ear, and then t'other, not understanding what he said. 

Hab. I tell you. Jack has hanged himself up. 

Sir Roger. Who's hanged ? 

Hab. Jack. 

Sir Roger. I thought this had sot been hanging day. 
Hab. But the poor fellow has hanged lumsel^ 

Sir Roger. Then let him hang ; I don't wonder at it. 
the fellow has been mad these twenty years. With this 
he slunk away. 

Then Jack's friends b^gan to hunch and push one 
another. ^ Why don't you go, and cut the poor fellow 
down? Why don't you? And wl^ don't you?" "Not 
I," quoth one: "l!fot I," quoth another; «<Koi I," 
quoth a third; **he may Inuig 'till doomsday before f 
leliere him." Nay, it is crediUy reported, that tbej 
were so fe from succouring their poor friend in this his 
iBsnal circumstance, that Ptschimsooker and several of 
his companions went in and pulled him by the kgs^ and 
thumped him od the breast Then they bc|gan to rail at 
him far the very things which they had advised and jos- 

Toi- xxin. M 
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li&ed before, viz. his getting ifito the old geatlewoman^fl 
iamilj, and putting on her liyery. The keeper, who 
{lerformed tlie last office, coming up, found Jack swing- 
iog with no life in liim ; he took doirn the bodjr gently, 
and laid it on a bulk, and brought out the rope to the 
company. ^ This, gentlemen, is the rope that hanged 
Jack; what must be done with it?" Upon which they 
ordered it to be laid among the curiosities^ of Gresham 
college, and it is called Jack's rope to this very day. 
However, Jack after all had some small tokens of life 
in him, but lies at this time past hope of a total recove> 
17, wiih his head hanging on one shoulder, without 
speech or motion. The coroner's inquest supposing him 
to be dead, brought him ia non cwnpos. 



CHAP. XIY, 

THE C0N1FERENCE BETWEEN DON DIEGO AND 

JOHN BULL. 

DcRiNG the time of the foregoing transactions, Doa 
Diego was entertaining John Bull. 

D. Dtkoo. I hope, sir, this day's proceeding will con- 
vince jou of the sincerity of your old friend Diego and 
the treachery of Sir Roger. 

J. Bull. What's the matter now ? 

D. Diego. You have been endeavouring, for seve- 
ral years, to have justice done upon that rogue Jack ; 
but what through the remissness of constables, justices, 

^ Wlkich were aftervrard removed, with the Royal Society, into 
Crane-court, in Fleet-street; and nnce the erection oT Somerfct' 
hoQFe, have been deposKrd in the-Brilish Miweiini- y. 
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and packed juries, he has always found ihe means to 
escape. 

J. Bull. What then ? 

B. DiiGO. Consuler then, wjio is your hest friend; 
he that would have brought him to condign puiiish- 
ment, or he that has saved him. By my persuasion 
Jack had hanged himself, if Sir Boger had not cut him 
down. 

J. Bull. Who told you that Sir Roger has done 
so? 

D. Diego. You seem to receive me coldly ; methiuks 
my services deserve a better return. 

J. Bull. Since you value yourself upon hanging 
this poor scoundrel, I tell you, when I have any more 
hanging-work, I^ll send for thee: I have some better 
employment for Sir Roger : in the mean time, I desire 
the poor fellow may be looked after. When he first 
came out of the north country into my family, under 
the pretended name of Timothy Trim, (he fellow seem* 
ed to mind hb loom aud hb spioning-wheel, till somebo- 
dy turned hb head ; iheu he grew so pragmatical, that 
lie took upon him the government of my whule family. 
I could never order auy thing within or without doors, 
but he must be always giving hb counsel, forMioth ; ne- 
vertheless, tell him I will forgive what b past ; and if he 
would miud hia buauest for the fiiiiure, aud not oieddle 
out of hb own sphere, he will find, that John Bull is 
BOt of a cruel dispoeitioo. 

1). DiKGO. Yet «il your skilful physiciaut say, that 
nothing can recover your mother, but a piece of Jack's 
liver boiled in her soup. 

J. Bull. Those are quacks : my mother abhors such 
cannibars food : slie b lu perfect beahb at present : I 
would have given many a good pound to have had her 
so well some time ago. There are indeed two or three 
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old ^oublesooie mirseS)*^ that, beeuuse they beUere I cm 
tender-hearted, will never let me have a quiet oi|^*8 
rest with knocking me up : ^ Oh, sir, jour mother is 
taken extremely ill ! she is fallen into a fainting fit ! 
she has a great emptiness, wants sustenance !" This 
is only to recommend themselves for their great care : 
John Bull, as simple as he is, understands a little of a 
pulse. 



CHAP. XV. 

THE SEQUEL OF THE MEETING AT THE SALtTTA- 

TION.f 

Where I think I left John Bull, sitting between Nic 
Frog and Lewis Baboon, with his arms a-kimbo, id 
great concern to keep Lewis and JN^ic asunder. As 
watchful as he was, ^^ic. found the means now and tlien 
to steal a whisper, and by a cleanly conveyance under 
the table to slip a short note into Lewis's hand ; which 
Lewis as slily put into John's pocket, with a pinch or a 
jog, to warn him what he was about. John bad tlie ca- 
riosity to retire into a corner to peruse these billets 
doux:^ of Nic.'s; wherein he found, that Nic had uied 
great freedoms both with hb interest and reputation. 
One contained these words: ^Dear Lewis, thou seest 
clearly, that this blockhead can never bring his matters 
to bear: let thee and me talk to-night by ourselves at 
the Rose, and I'll give thee satisfaction." Another was 

'* New clamoara ftboot the danger of the charck. H» 
f At the congress of Utrecht. H. 

X Some ofibrs of the Dutch at that time, in vrder to get the aegotia- 
t3on hito Cheir hands. H. 
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Aqb esfffcned-: ^ Frieod Lewu» Has (hy seose qiiite 
fomkeo tlieei to make Bull luchofien? Hold fait, pari 
with Dotbii^ and I will give thee a Letter baigaio, I'tt 
warrant tkee.** 

Id some af bit billetB he told Lewis, <" That John 
Bull was under his guardianship ; that the best part of 
his cervante were at his command; that he eould have 
John gagged and bound whenever he pleased by the 
people of his own familj." In all these epistles, block- 
bead, donee, asB, coxcomb, were tlie best epithets 
he gave poor John. In others he tlireatened,^ " That 
he, Esquire South, and the rest of the tradesmen, would 
lay Lewis down upon his^back and beat out his leeth, 
if he did not retire Immediately, and break up the meet- 
ing." 

I fancy I need not (ell ray reader, that Jolm ofien 
changed colour as he read, and that his fingers itdied to 
■give Nic a good slap on the chops; but he wisely mo- 
derated his choleric temper* ^ I saved this fellow/' 
quoth he, <^ from the gallows, when he ran away from his 
last master,! because I thought he was harshly treated; 
but the rogue was no sooner safe under my protection, 
than he began to lie, pilfer, and steal like the devll4 
When 1 lint set him up in a warm house, he had hardly 
put up bis dgn, when he began to debauch my best 
caatomers fipom 0^4 Then it was his constant. practi^ 
to rob my fish-poods, not only to feed hia family, bui {o 
trade with the fishmongers: I connived at the fellow, 
till he began to tell me, that they were his as much aa 
mine. In my manor of £astcheap4 because it lay at 

* Threateeiog that the allies wonld carrj on the war without the 
help of the EofUsh. H. 

f The kinc of Spalo, whose joke the Datch threw off with the ai- 
dfltanee of the English. II. 

\ Cooqilainta agaiiut the Dutch for eoeroachment ia trade, Sahery^ 
€ut-hidic9, &c. The war with the Dutch on theie accontk^ R. 
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some distance from my constant inspection, he broke 
(lowD mj fences, robbed my orchards, and beat my ser- 
Tants. When I used to reprimand him for his tricks, he 
irould talk saucily, He, and brazen it out as if he had 
done nothing amiss. Will nothing cure thee of thy 
pranks, Nic. ? quoth I ; I shall be farced some time or 
other to chastise thee. The rogue got up his cane, and 
threatened me, and ivas iNeil thwacked for his pains. 
But I think his behaviour at this time worst of all ; 
nfier I have almost drowned myself to keep his head 
above water, he would leave me sticking in the mud, 
trusting to his goodness to help me out. After I have 
beggared myself with his troublesome lawsuit, with a 
pox to him, he takes it in mighty dudgeon, because I 
have brought him here to end matters amicably, and be- 
cause I wonH let him make me over by deed and in- 
denture as hia lawful cully ; which to my certain know- 
ledge he has attempted several times. But, ader all, 
canst thou gather grapes from thorns ? Nic. does not 
pretend to be a gentleman ; he is a tradesman, a self- 
seeking wretch ; but how earnest thou to bear all this, 
John ? The reason is plain ; thou conferrest the be- 
nefits, and he receives them; the first produces love, 
and the last ingratitude. Ah ! Nic. Nic. thou art a 
damned dog, that's certain; thou knowest too well, 
that I will take care of thee; else thou wouldst not 
use me thus. I won't give thee up, it is true ; bat as 
true as it is, thou shah not sell me, according to thy 
Uudable custom." While John was deep in this so- 
liloquy, Nic. broke out into the following protesta- 
tion: 



JOHN BULL. 267 

'* OENTIiSMEN, 

'' I believe erery body here present will allow me 
to be a very just aud disinterested person. My friend 
Joliu Bull liere, is very anf>;ry with roe, forsooth, because 
J von^t agree to his foolish bargains. Now I declare to 
all maukiod, I should be ready to sacrifice my own con- 
cerns to liis quiet ; but tl)c care of his Interest, and that 
of (he honest tradesmen* that are embarked with us, 
keeps me from entering into this composition. What 
shall become of those poor creatures ? Tlie tlioiighta 
of their impending ruin distiu-bs my tngWs rest, there- 
fore I desire they may speak for themselvet. If tiiej 
are willing to give up this alTajr, I shanH make two 
\rords of it." 

John Bull begged him to hiy aside that immoderate 
concern for him ; and wi;hal put bim in mind, that the 
interest of those tradesmen had not sat quite co heavy 
upon him some years flgQ» on a like occasion. Nk. an- 
twca^d Iktle to that, but immediafely pulled out a boat- 
swain's whistle. Upon the first whifli; the tradesmeo 
came jumping into the room, and began to surround 
Lewis, like so many yelping curs about a great boar ; 
or, to use a modester similie, like duns at a great lord's 
Icvec the momuig he goes into the country. One pidled 
him by his sleeve, another by the skirt, a third hollaed 
in his car : they k>egan to ask hin for all that had been 
taken from their forefathers by stealth, fraud, force, or 
la^\ fill purchase ; some asked for manors, others for acres, 
that lay convenient for them : that he would pull down 
liis fences^ level bis ditclies : all agreed in one common 
demand, that he should be purged, 8W€at««l, TMnited, 
aud starved, till be came to a sizeaUe bulk, like that of 
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his neighbours: one modestly asked him leare total! 
bins brother ; Nie, Frog demanded two things, to be his 
porter and his fishmonger, to keep the kejg of his gates, 
and furnish the kitchen. John's sister Peg only desired, 
that he would let his servants sing psalms a Sundays; 
Some descended even to the asking of old clothes, shoes, 
and boots, t)roken bottle?, tobacco-p^pes, and ends of 
candles. 

" Monsieur Bull," quoth Lewis, ^ you seem to be a 
man of some breeding : for God's sake, use your inte- 
rest with these messieurs, that they would speak but one 
at once ; for if osoe had a hundred pair of hands^ and 
as many tongues, he cannot satisfy them all at this rate.^' 
John begged they might proceed with some method : 
then they stopped all of a sudden, and would not say a' 
word« ^ If this be your play,'* quoth John, ^ that we 
may not be like a quaker's dumb meeting, let us begin* 
some diversion : what d'ye think of roily pooly, or a 
country dance ? What if we should have a match at 
foot-ball ? I am sure we shall never end matters at this, 
rate." 



CHAP, XVI. 

nOW^ JOHN BtTLL AND KIC. FEOCfr SETTLED THE|B 

JlCCOKPTS. 

J. Buix. During this general cessation of talk, what 
if you and I, Nic, should inquire haw mooey-matters 
stand b«twG€n ua ? 

Kio. Fiioo. With all my heart, I love exact dealing $ 
and let Hocus audit; he knows how the monqr wa% 
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1. Buix. 1 am not much for that, at pvesent ; well 
settle it betweea ounelves : fair aod square^ Nic keeps 
friends ti^^ether. There have been laid out io this law- 
wit, at one tiiae, 36000 pounds and 40000 croi^ns : I* 
some cases. I, io others you, bear the greatest pffopor- 
tion. 

Nic. Right : I pay three-fifths of die greatest muB^ 
her, and you pay two^think of the lesser number ; £ 
think this is fair and square, as you call it* 

John. Well, go on. 

I^ic. Two-thirds of 36000 pounds are 24000 pounds 
for yqur share, and there remains 12000 for mine. 
Again, of the 40000 crowns I pay 24000, which is 
three-fifths, and you pay only 16000, which is two« 
fifths; 24000 crowns make 6000 pounds; and 1600^ 
crowns make 4000 pounds; 12000 and 6000 mak« 
iSOOO ; 24000 and 4000 make. 28000. So then ar* 
18000 pounds to my share of the ezpenser and 28000 
to youi's. 

[After Nic. had bamboozled John^ awhife about tb« 
18000 and the 28000, John called for counters ; but what- 
with slight of hand, and taking from his own score and 
adding.to John's, Nic brought the balance always on his 
own side.] 

J. Bull. l?ay, good firiend If ic though I anr not 
quite so nimble in the finger^ I understand ciph^ng a» 
well as you.* I will produce yoa my accomptaone bj 
one, fairly writ ou^ of my own books : and here I begfa. 
with the first Tou must excuse me, if I don't pi»r 
nounce the law terms right 

'K Z 
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[Joha reads.] 

For the expenses ordinary of the nuts^ fees, to 
judges, puisne judges, lawyers ioDumerable of all 

sorts. 

Of Extraordinaries, as follows per aceompt 

m 

To Esquire Souih^s aceompt for Post terminuins • • 

To ditto for JVou est factums 

To ditto for Noli prosequis, Biscootinuance and Re- 
traxit 

For Writs of error 

Suits of Conditions unperformed . . • • 
To Hocus for Dedimus potestatem .... 
To ditto for a Capias ad computaudum 
To Frog's new tenants ^(t aceompt to Hocus, for Audita 

querelas 

On the said account for Writs of Ejectment and Dis- 
tringas • ••••• 

To Esquire South's quota for a return of a Non est in- 
vent and Nulla habet bona 

To for a pardon infofTm pauperis 

To Jack for a Melius inquirendum upon a Felo de se 
To coach -hire . . . . . 

For treats to juries and witnesses 

Jolin having read over his wticlea, with the respec- 
tive sums, brought ia Frog debtor to him upon the Im- 
lance .... 3382 12 M 

Then Nic. Frog pulled his bill out of bis pocket, and 
began to read : 
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Nicholas Frog^s accouot. 

Remains to be deducted out of the former accouot. 
Paid by Nic* Frog, for his share of the ordinary expen- 
ses of the suit • . • « * 
To Hocus for entries of a Rege inconsulto 
To John Bull's nephew for a Venire facias, the mooej- 
not jet all laid out . • . 
The coach-hire for mj irife and family, and the carriage 

of mj goods durii^ the time of this lawsuit 
For the extraordinary expenses of feeding my fannly 
' during this lawsuit , i . . ■ .- 

To Major Ab. . . • . 

To Major Will. . . . . 

And summing all up, found due upon the balance by 
John Bull to Nic. Fi-og . . 09 04 00 

J. Bull. As for your Venire facias, I have paid ^ou 
for one already ; in the other I believe you will be non- 
suited. ^ ril take care of my nephew myselfi -Tour 
coach-hire and family chaises are most unreasonable-de- 
ductions; at that rate, I can bring in any. man in the 
Avorld my debtor. But wlio the devil are those two 
ihajors, that consume all my monej ? I find they alwiy s 
Mioaway with the balance in all aocompts. 

Nic. FnoG. Two vary honest gentlemen^ I assure 
you, that have done me some service. To tell you 
plainly. Major Ab. denotes thy greater ability, and f/tsi- 
jor Will, tlij greater williuguess to carry on this law- 
suit. It was but reasonable that thou shouldst pay both 
for thy power and thy. posilivencss. 

J. BuLU I believe I shall have those two honest na- 
ioi'i discount on my side in a Utile time. 

M 3 
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JS'ic. Frog. Why all Ihb higgling willi thy firiend 
about such a pakrj sura ? Does this become the gene- 
rosity of the Doble and ricfar John Buii ? I wonder thoa 
art not ashamed. O Hocub! Hocus! where art thou? 
It used to go another guise manner in thy time. When 
a poor man ha» almost undone himself for thy sake, thou 
art for fleecing him, and fleecing him ; is that thy con- 
science, Jolm ? 

J* BuifL. Very pleasant indeed! It is well knowu 
thou retainest thy lawyers by the year, so a fresh law- 
suit adds but little to thy expenses; they are thy custe* 
iners ; I hardly ever sell them a farthing's worth of any 
thing : nay, thou hast set up an eating-house, where the 
whole tribe of them spend all they can rap or ran.* If 
it were well reckoned, I believe thou get test more of mj 
money, than thou spendest of thy own ; however, if thou 
wilt needs plead poverty, own, at least, that thy accompts 
are false. 

Nic. Frog. No, marry, won*t I ; I refer myself to 
these honest gentlemen ; let them juilge between us* 
Let Esquire South speak his mind, whether my accompts 
are not right, and whether we ought not to go on witb 
our lawsuit. 

J. Bull. Consult the butchers about keeping of lenK 
Dost think that John Bull will be tried by Piepowders?! 
J tell you once for all, Jobo Bull knows where his shoe 
pinches : none of your esquires shall give him the law, 

* The money ipeDt in HoUasd aod Flamlprs. H. 

t Coart of Piepowder (Curia ptdis pulverizati) is a court oT record^ 
incident to erery fair; whereof the steward is judge, and the trial 
is by mcrciianti and traders in the fair. It is so called because it ii» 
moft usual in the summer : and because of the expedition in hearing 
causes ; for Um matter is to be done, complained of, hoard, and deter* 
mined the- same day, that i^ before the dust goes off the feet of t]ie 
plaintiA aad defendafifs. H. 
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•sloog nhe matmyk trusty weapon by hb lUe; or has 
an iDch of broadcloth in his shop. 

Nic. Fmo. Why there it k| yon will be both judge 
aod party; I am sorry thou disooverest soimiGhof thy 
headstrong humour before these strange gentlemen; I 
liaye often told thee it would prove thy ruin some thne 
or other; let it never be lafd that the fauKNii John Bnlf 
has departed in despite of court. 

J. Bulim And will it not reflect as much on tiiy cba* 
racter, Nic, to turn barrator in thy old days : a stirrer 
up of quarrels among thy neighbours? I tell thee, Nlc«« 
6ome time or other thou wilt repent this. 

[But John saw clearly he should have nothing but 
wrangling, and that he should have as little success in 
settling his accompts, as ending the composition. ** Since 
they will needs overload my shoulders^'' quoth John, '^I 
sliall throw down the burden with a squash among them» 
take it up who dares ; a man has a fine time of it, among 
a combination of sharpers, that vouch forjMie another*a 
honesty. John, look to thyself: old Lewis makes rea- 
sonable offers ; when thou hast spent the small pittance 
that is left, thou wilt make a glorious figure, when thoo 
art brought to live upon Nic Frog's and Esquire SoutVs 
generosity and gratitude : if they use thee thui^ wh^. 
they want thee, what will they do, when thou wanted 
ihem ? I say again, John, look to thyself.'^ 

John wisely stifled his resentment, and told the com- 
pany, that in a little time be should give them law, Oi 
something better.] 

All. Law ! law! rir, by all meam. What h twei* 
ty-two poor years toward the finiahiiig • lawsuit ? F«r 
the love of Ood^ noielaw, airS* 

^ Cbnoiflnfor tontinoii^ tile w«r. R 
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J. Bull. Prepare your demandi; how niuiyyeai-i 
more of law do you want, that I may order my affairs 
accorduigly ? In the mean while, farewell. 



CHAP. XVII. 

HOW JOHN BULL FOUKD ALL HIS FAMILY IK AK 

UPROAR AT HOBIE.''^ 

Nic. Fro&, who thought of nothing but carrying John 
to tlie market, and there dbposing of him as his own 
proper goods, was road to fiod that John thought himself 
now of age to look after his own affairs. He resolved 
to traverse this new project, and to make him uneasy in 
his own family. He had corrupted or deluded roost of 
his servants into the roost extravagant conceits in the 
world i that their master was run mad, and wore a dag- 
ger in one pocket, and poisou in the other ; that he had 
sold his wife and children to Lewis, disiniierited his heir, 
and was going to settle his estate upon a parish boy ; 
that if they did not look after their master, he would 
do some very mischievous thing. When John came 
home, he found a more surprising scene than any he had 
yet met witli, and that you will say was somewhat ex- 
traordinary. 

He called his cook- maid Betty to bespeak his dinner : 
Betty told him, " That she begged his pardon, slio could 
not dress dinner, till she knew what he intended to do 
with his will." " Why, Betty," quoth John, ** thou 
art not run mad, art thou ? My will at present is to have 
dio!icr." " That may be,'' quoth Betty, " but my con- 

^ Clamours about tl»e danger of th« cuccesiioii. H. 
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icieoee won't allow me to dress it, till I know whether 
you ioteod to do righteous things by your heir ?^' ^ I 
am sorry for that, Betty," quoth John, ^ I must^ find 
somebody else then." Theo lie called John the barher. 
^ Before I bc^o,'' quoth John, ^ I hope your honour 
won't be offended, if I ask you whether you intend to 
alter your will ? If you won't give me a positive answer, 
your beard may grown down to your middle, for me*** 
'' 'Igad, 80 it shall," quoth Bull, " for I will never trust 
my throat in such a mad fellow's hands. Where's Dick 
the butler ?" «* Look ye^" quoth Dick, *« I am very 
willing to serve you in my calliog, d'ye see; but there 
are strange reports, and plain dealing is best, d'ye see ; 
I must be satisfied if you intend to leave all to jour 
nephew, and if Nic Frog is stiU your executor, d^e see ; 
if you vrill not satisfy me as to these points, you may 
drink with the ducks." *" And so I will," quoth John, 
"* rather than keep a butler that loves my heir better than 
myself." Hob, the slioemaker, and Pricket, the taik>r, 
told him, ** They would most willingly serve h:m in 
thenr several stations, if he would promise them never to 
talk with IjCwIs Baboon, and let Nicholas Frog^ Knen- 
draper, manage his concerns, that they could neither 
make shoes nor clothes to any, that were not in good 
correspondence with their worthy friend Nicholas.** 

J. Bull. Call Andrew, my journeyman. How go 
affairs, Andrew ? I hope the devil has not taken posies- 
sion of thy body too. 

AndbsWv No, sir; I only desire to know what you 
would do if you were dead. 

J. Bull. Just as other dead folks do, Andrew. This 
is aniaxing I [AMe. 

AwDBVW. I mean if your nephew shall inherit your 
rstatc ? 
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J. Bull. That depends upon hiouelf. i ahall d» 
QOthiDg to hinder him. 

Andrew. But will you make it sure T 

J. Bull. Thou meanest, that I should put him in pos- 
sesion, for I can make it no surer without that; he has 
all the law can give him. 

Andrew. Indeed, possession, as you say, would 
make it much surer f they say, it is eleven points of the 
law. 

[John began now to think that they were all enchant* 
ed; he inquired about the age of the moon ; if Nic had 
not given them some intoxicating potion, or if old mother 
Jenisa was still alive ? " No, o' my faith," quoth Har- 
ry, '^ I believe there is no potion in the case, but a lit- 
tle aurum poidbUe. You will have more of this by 
and by.'* He had scarce spoke the word, when another 
friend of John's accosted him after the following man-^ 
ner: 

'' Since those worthy persons, who are as much con- 
cerned for yoiur safety as I am, have employed me a» 
their orator, I desire to know whether you will have it 
by way of syllogism, enthyraem, dilemma, or sorites.'' 

John now began to be diverted with their extravsr 
^nce.J 

J. Bull. Let's have a sorites by all means ; though 
(hey are all new to me. 

Friend. It is evident to all, who are versed in his- 
tory, that there were two sisters that played the whore 
two thousand years ago; therefore, it plainly follows^ 
that it b not lawful for John Bull to have any manner 
of intercourse with Lewis Baboon : if it is not lawful for 
John Bull to have any manner of intercourse (corres- 
pondence if you will, that is much the same thing) then, 
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hforlvni^ it is much more unlawful for the said John to 
make over bis wife and children to the said Lewb : if 
his wife and children are not to be made over, he is n^t 
to wear a dagger and ratsbane in his pockets : if he wears 
a dagger and ratsbane, it must be to do mischief to him- 
self or somebody else : if he intends to do mischief he 
ought to be under guardians, and tliere is none so lit as 
myself, and some other worthy persons, who have a com- 
mission for that purpose from Nic. Frog, the executor 9i 
his will and testament. 

J. Bull. And this is your sorites, you say ? With 
that he snatdied a good tough oaken cudgel, and begau 
to brandish it ; then happy was the man that was fiM 
at the door : crowding to get out, they tumbled dowo 
stsdrs ; and it is credibly reported, some of them dropped 
very valuable things in the hurry, which were picked op 
by others of the family. 

** That any of these rogues,** quoth John, ^ should 
imagine I am not as much concerned as they about 
having my afiliin in a settled condition, or that I wouM 
wrong my heir for I know not what ! Well, Nic I reallir 
cannot but applaud thy diligence ; I must own this is 
really a pretty sort of a trick, but {t sbanH do tby tant- 
ness for all that.^ 
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GHAP. XVIII. 

HOW LSWIB BABOOK CAMS TO VISIT JOHN BUliLj AMU 
WHAT PASaBD BBTWBBN TBBX.* 

[I think it is but iugeoiious to acqutioi tlie reader, 
tliat tliis chapter was not writteu by Sir Humphry 
hianBeir, but by another very able pen of the imWer- 
Bity of Orub-Bireet.] 

John had (by somegood InstmctioBsgireo bin by Sir 
Boger)§;ot tlie better of his choleric temper, and wrought 
idmself up to A great steadioeia of mind, to pursue his 
ova interest through all impediments that were thrown 
in the way : he began to leave off some of his old ac« 
quaintance, his roaring and bullying about the streets ; 
he put on a serious air^ knit bis brows^ and, for the time* 
had made a very considerable progress in politic^ consi- 
dering that he bad been kept a stranger to bis own af- 
fairs. However, he could not help disooveriog some 
remains of his nature, when lie happened to meet with a 
football, or a matdi at cricket; for wUch Sir Boger was 
sure to take bim to task. John was walking about bis 
room, with folded arms, and a most thoughtful counte- 
nance : his servant brought him word, that one Lewis 
Baboon below wanted to speak with him. John had got 
an impression, that Lewis was so deadly cunning a man, 
that he wu afraid to venture himself alone with bim : 
at last he took heart of grace : **' Let him come up," 
quoih he, ^ it is but sticking to my point, and be can 
never overreach me." 

'^ PrirBte^negotiatioBS about Dunitrk. H. 
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Lswis Baboon. Monsieur Bull, I will firanUy sc- 
knowledge, that 017 behaviour to mj Deigbbourt haa 
been somewhat uncivil, and I believe jou will readilj 
grant me, that I have met with usage accordingly^ I 
was fond of baduword and cu^^piaj from my youth, 
and I now bear iu my body many a black and blue gash 
and scar, God knows. I had as good a wareliouse, and 
as fdr poBsen:ons, as any of my neighbours, though I 
say it; but a contentious temper, flattering servants, and 
unfortunate stars, have brought noe into circumstances 
that are not unknown to you. These my misfortunes 
are heightened by domestic calamities. That I need 
ttot relate. I am a poor battered old fellow, and I would 
willingly cod my days in peace : but, aksl I see bot 
small hopes of that ; for every new circuiBstance affinda 
an argument to my enemies, to punue their rev«nge; 
formerly I wat to be baoged^ because I was too strong, 
and now because I am too weak to resist; I Mi:to be 
brought down when too rich, and oppoessod whea too 
poor. Nic Frog has used me like a scoundrel^ you 
are a gentleman, and I freely put myself In your baod% 
to dispose of me. as you think fit. 

J. BuLii. Look you, master Baboon, as to your usage 
of your neighlioun, you had best not dwell to» much 
upon that chapter^ let it suffice at present, that you 
have been met with; you have been rolling a geeat stone 
up hill all your life, and at last it haa come tumbHug 
down, till it te like to crush you to pieces : plaio deaU 
log is best If you have any particular mark, Mr. Ba* 
boon, whereby one may know when you fib, and when 
you speak truth, yon had best tell it me, that ouo nu^^ 
proceed accordingly; but since at present I know of 
none such, it is better that you should trust me, than 
that I shall trust you. 



2M THE HISTORY OF 

L. Baboon. I know of do particular mark of Tcra- 
ciiy aonoDg ub tradesmen, but interest; and it la mani- 
festly mioe not to deceive you at this time ; you may 
safely trust me, I can assure you. 

J. Bull. Tke trust I give is in short this; I must 
have something in hand, before I make the bargain, and 
the rest before it is concluded. 

L. Baboon. To show you I deal fairly, name your 
something. 

J. Bull. I need not tell you, old boy; thou canst 
guess. 

Lh Baboon. Ecclesdown eastle,* Vtt warrant you, 
because it has been formerly in your family ! Say no 
more, you shall h&ve it. 

J. Bull. I riiall have it to m'own self? 
. L. Baboon. To thy n'own self? 

J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of Eccles- 
down castle, you say ? 

L. Baboon. Just so. 

J. Bull. Every single stone of Ecclesdown castle^ 
to m'own self, speedily ? 

L. Baboon. When yon please ; what leeds more 

words? 

J. Bull. But tell me, old boy, hast thou laid 
all thy equivocals and mentals in this case ? 

L. Baboon. There^s nothiBg Kke matter of fact; 
big Is believing. 

J. Bull. iN'ow thou talkest to the purpose ; let us 
shake hands, old boy. Let me ask thee one ques* 
tioo more: What hast thou to do, to meddle with 
Uie affain of my family? to dispose of my estate, oM 
boy? 
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L. BABtoM. Joit as much as jou have to do with 
the affairs of Lord Slrutt. 

J. Bull. Aj, but my trade, my very bdng was eott- 
cemed in that. 

L. Baboon. And my interest was concerned In the 
other : but let -us both drop our pretences ; for I beKoTe 
it is a moot point, whether I am more lil^ely to make a 
mas|er Bull, or you a Lord Stnitt 

J. Bull. Agreed, old boy ; but then I must have se^ 
cority, tliat I shall carry my kMt>ad cloth to market, old 
boy. 

L. Baboon.-. That you shall: Eoclesdown castle! 
Ecdesdown! remember that: why would'st thou not 
take it, when it was offered thee some years ago? 

J. Bull. T would not take it, because they toM me 
thou would'st not give it me. 

L. Baboon. How could monrieur Bull be so gromly 
abused by downright nonsense ? they that advised yoa 
to refuse, must have believed I intended to give, else 
why would they not make the experiment ? but I can 
tell you more of that matter than perhaps you know at 
present. 

J. Bull. But what say'st thou as to the eaguice^ 
NicFrog, and the rest of the tradesmen ? loMBttake 
care of them* 

L^ Baboon. ThoiL hast but small obligations to lYic. 
to my certain knowledge: he has not used thee liko« 
gentleman. 

J. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice in your pwi^ 
tllios of ceremony ; he is elownisb, as a man may say ; 
belching and calling of names have been allowed falm, 
time out of mind, by prescription : but, however, we 
are engaged in one common cause, and I must look af* 
*^r him. 
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L. Baboon. All matten that relate to him, aod tlic 
rest of the plaintilTfi in this lawsuit, I will refer to your 
justice. 



CHAP. XIX. 

KIC. frog's tETTtR TO JOHN BCLL ; WHKREIN HE EN- 
DEAVOURS TO TINDICATB ALL HIS CONDUCT, WITH 
RELATION TO JOHN BULL AND THE LAWSUIT. 

Nic. perceived now that his cully had eloped, that 
John intended henceforth to deal without a broker ; but 
he was resolved to leave no stone unturned to recover 
Lis bid)ble : among other artifices, he wrote a most ob- 
liging letter, whicli he sent him printed in a fair cha- 
racter. 

'* DEAR FRIEND, "^ 

^*When I considered the late ill usage I hare met 
with from you, I was reflecting what it was that could 
provoke you to it, but upon a narrow inspection into my 
conduct, I can find nothing to reproach myself with, but 
too partial a concern for jour interest. You no f«ooncr 
set this composition afoot, but I was ready to comply, 
and prevented your very wishes ; and the affair might 
have been ended before now, had it not been for the 
greater concerns of £squire South, and the other poor 
creatures embarked in the same common cause, whose 
safety touches me to the quick. You seemed a little 
jealous, that I had dealt unfairly with you in money- 
maUers, till it appeared by your own accounts, that 

* Substooee of the States letter. H. 
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there wBs-^oinethiqg due to me upon the balance. Ha- 
Ting nothing to answer to so plain a demonstration, you 
began to conplain, as if I had been familiar with jour 
reputation; when it is well known, not only I, but the 
meanest servants in my family, talk of you with the ut- 
most req>ect. I have always, as far as in me lies, ex- 
horted your servants and tenants to be dutiful : not that 
I any way meddle in your domestic affairs, which were 
very uabecomiiig for me to do. If some of your ser- 
vaata espress their great concern for you, in a manner 
that is not so very poUte, you ought to impute it to their 
extracnrdinary zeal, which deserves a reward rather than 
a reproof. You cannot reproach me for want of suc- 
cess at the Salutation, since I am not master of the pas- 
sions and interests of other folks. I have beggared 
myself with thb lawsuit, undertaken merely in com- 
plaisance to you ; and if you would have had but a lit- 
tle patience, I had still greater things in reserve, tliat 
I intended to have done for you. I hope, what I have 
said will prevail with you to lay aside your unreasona- 
ble jealousies, and that we may have no more meetings 
at the Salutation, spending our time and money to no 
purpose. My concern for your welfare and prosperity 
almost makes me mad. You may be assured I will con- 
tinue to be 

Your afiectiooate friend and servant, 

KIC. FROG." 

John received this with a good deal of aangfrmd: 
irwiseat, quotli John, cum emUris errwihus* Ue was 
now at his ease ; he -saw he could now make a very 
good bargain for himself, and a very safe one for other 
folks. "* My shirt," quoth he, " is near me, but my 
skin is nearer : while I take care of the welfare of other 
folks, nobody can blame me to apply a little balsam to 
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my own tores. It's a pretty thing, after alt for a smd 
to do bis own busioess i a mau has such a tender cob- 
cero for liiii»el( there's nothing lilce it This is sone- 
thiog better, I trow, than for John Bull to be standing ia 
the market, lilLe a great dray-hoiiflb with Fn^'s paws 
upon his head. What will you give me far this beast ? 
Serviteur Nic Frog, you may kiss my backside if you 
please. Though John Bull has not read your Aristo- 
tles, Flatocs, and Macbiaveb, he can see as far into a 
millstone as another." Witli that John b^n to chuckle 
and laugh, till he was like to have burst his sides. 



CHAP. XX. 

THE DIBCOURSK^ THAT PASSED BETWEEN KIC FROC 
AND ESaVIBB SOUTH, WHICH JOHN BULL OVER- 
BEARD. 

John thought every minute a year, till he got into 
Ecclesdown castle ; he repairs to the Salutation, with a 
design to break the matter gently to his partners; before 
he entered, he overheard Nic and the esquire in a veiy 
pleasant conference. 

Eso. South. O llie ingratitude and injustice <rf man* 
kindt that John Bull, whom I have honoured with my 
fiiendship and protection so loog^ should ffinch ai last, 
and pretend that he can disbune no more money far bm ! 
that the family of the Souths, by his sueaking 
should be kept out of their own ! 



* Ncsotiatioa betveni the fQipcror ind the Duteb, Tor contlmiinff 
•he wtr, and gettiag the property of Fltnderf. R. 
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ll^ic. Frog. Ao't like your worship, I am in amaze 
'Hi it; I think the rogue should be con)pelled to his 

£sa. South. That he should prefer his scandalous 
pelf, the dust and dregs of the earth, to the prosperity 
and grandeur of my family ! 

2S"ic. Frog. Nay, he is mistaken there too ; for !w 
would quickly lick himself whole again by his vales. 
It's strange he should prefer Philip Baboon's custom to 
esquire SouthHi. 

Esa. South. As you say, (hat my clothier, that is to 
get so much by the purchase, sliouhl refuse to put me in 
possession ; did you ever know any man's tradesmen 
^erve him so t)efore ? 

Nic. Frog. No, indeed, an't please your worship, it 
is a very unusual proceeding ; and I would not have 
been guilty of it for tlie world. If your honour had 
not a great stock of moderation and patience, }^u would 
not bear it so well as you do. 

Esq. South. It is most intolerable, that^s ccrtaio, 
Nic. and I will be revenged. 

Nic. Frog. Methinks it is strange^ that Philip Ba- 
boon's tenants do not all take your honour's part, consi- 
dering how good and gentle a master you are. 

Esq. South. True, Nic but few are sensible of merit 
ID this world : it is a great comfort to have so faithful a 
friend as thyself in so critical a juncture. 

Nic. Frog. If all the world should foi-sake you, be 
assured Nic. Frog never will ^ let us stick to our point, 
and we'll manage Bull, I'll warrant ye. 

Esq. South. Let rae kiss thee, dear Nic.; I have 
found one honest man among a thousand at last. 

Nic. Frog. If it were possible, your honour has it 
in your power to wed me still closer to your interest* 

Esq. South. Tell me quickly, dear Nic. '- '■ 

VOL. XX III. N 
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Nic. Frog. You know I am your tenant ; tlie dif- 
ference between xay lease and an inheritance is such a 
trifle, as I am sure you will not grudge your poor friend ; 
that will be an encouragement to go on ; besides, it will 
make Bull as mad as the devil : you and I shall be able 
to manage him then to some purpose. 

Esa. South. Say no more, it shall be done, Nic. to 
thy heart's content. 

John all this while was listening to this comical dia- 
logue, and laughed heartily in his sleeve at the pride and 
simplicity of the esquire, and the sly roguery of his 
friend Nic. Then of a sudden bolting into the room, 
he began to tell them, that he believed he had brought 
Lewis to reasonable terms, if they would please to hear 
them. 

Then they all bawFd out aloud, '* No composition, 
long live esquire South and the law !" As John was 
going to proceed, some roared, some stamped with their 
feet, others stopped their ears with their fingers. 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth John, if you will but stop pro- 
ceeding a while, you shall judge yourselves whcthev 
Lewis's* proposals are reasonable. 

All. Very fine indeed, stop proceeding, and so lose 
a term. 

J. Bull. Not so neither, we have something by way 
of advance, he will put us in possession of his manor and 
castle of Ecclesdown. 

Nic. Frog. What dost thou talk of us, thou meanest 
thyself. 

J. Bull. When Frog took possession of any thinji:, it 
was always said to be for us, and why may not John 
Bull be us, as well as Nic Frog was us ? I hope John 
Bull is no more confined to singularity than Nic Frog 

^ Proposals for ccrsation of arms, and dcliverj of DuoLirk. H. 
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or, taike it so, die coostant doctriue, that tliou liast 
preached up for many years, ^was, that Thou aod I are 
Ooc ; and why must we be supposed Two io this case^ 
that were always One before ? It's impossible that 
Thou and I can fall out, Nic. ; we must trust one ano- 
ther; I have trusted thee with a great many things, 
prithee trust me with this one trifle. 

j^ic. Frog. That principle is true in the main, but 
there is some speciality in this case, that makes it liigh- 
ly inconvenient for us both. 

J. Bull. Those are your jealousies, tliat the com- 
mon enemies sow between us ; liow often hast thou 
warned me of those roj^es, Nk, that would make us 
mistrustful of one another ? 

jVic. Frog. This Ecclesdown castle is only a bone 
of contention. 

J. Bull. It depends upon you to make it so, for my 
part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 

Nic. Frog. But <lo you consider the unwholesome- 
ness of the air and soil, the expenses of reparations 
aod servants ? I would scorn to accept of such a quag- 
mire. 

J. Bull. Tou are a great man, ?i^ic. but in my cir- 
cumstances, I must be e'en content to take it as it is. 

Nic. Frog. And you are really so silly as to believe 
the old cheating rogue will give it you ? 

J. Bull. I believe nothing but matter of fact, I stand 
aod fall by that, I am resolved to put him to it. 

Xic. Frog. And so relinquish the hopefullest cause 
io the world, a claim that will certainly, in the end, 
make thy fortune forever. 

J. Bull. Wilt thou purchase it, Nic. ? thou shalt 
have a lumping pennyworth ; nay, rather than we 
should dilTer, 111 give tliee something to take it oflf my 
hands. 
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Nic. Frog. If ihou would'st but moderate tlial liasty 
impatient temper of thioe, thou sbould'st quickly see a 
better thing than all that. What sbould^st (hou (hink 
to find old Lewis turned out of his patei nal estates, and 
the maosion -house of Claypool ?* Would not that do 
thy heart good, to see thy old friend Nic. Frog, Lord 
Claypool ?^ that thou and thy wife and children should 
"ivalk in my gardens, buy toys, drink lemonade, and now 
and then we should have a country dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain, IM as lieve see myself 
in Ecclesdown castle, as thee in Claypool. I tell yoi» 
again, Lewis gives ihis as a pledge of his sincerity : if 
you won't stop proceeding to hear him, I will. 



CHAP. XXL 

THE REST OF Nic's FETCHES TO KEEP .TOHN OUT OF 

ECCLESDOWN CASTLE.f 

When Nic. could not dissuade John by argument, 
he tried to move his pity ; he pretended to be sick and 
like to die, that he should leave his wife and children in 
a starving condition, if John did abandon him ; that he 
was hardly able to crawl about the room, far less capa- 
ble to look after such a troublesome business as this law- 
suit, and therefore begged that his good friend would 
not leave him. When he saw that John was still inexo- 
rable, he pulled out a case-knife ; with which he used 
to snick and suee, and threatened to cut his own throat, 
rhrice he aimed the knife to his wiudpide with a most 

* Claypool ; Paris ; Lutftla. H. 

f Attempts to biiidcr the cessation, and taking possej^ion of Dun- 
kirk. II. 
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determioed thrcateoiug air. '' What signiiies life^'' 
quoth he, *' iu tliis languishing condition ? . It m\\ be 
some pleasure, that uiy friends will revenge my death 
upon this barbarous man, that has been the cause of it." 
All this while John looked sedate and calm, neither 
oiTeriug in the least to snatch the knife, nor stop his 
blow, trusting to the tenderness Nic. had for his own 
person : when he perceived that John was immovable iu 
hid purpose, he applied himself to Lewis. 

" Art thou," quoth he, " turned bubble in thy old 
age, from being a sharper in thy youth ? What occasion 
hast thou to give up Ecclesdown castle to John Bull ? 
his friendship is not worth a rush ; give it me, and Til 
make it worth thy while. If thou dislikest that propa* 
sition, keep it thyself ; I'd rather thou should'st have 
it than he. If thou hearkenest not to my advice, take 
what follows ; Esquire South and I will go on with our 
lawsuit in spite of John Bull's teeth." 

L. Baboon. Monsieur Bull has used me like a gen- 
tleman, and I am resolved to make good my promise, 
and trust him for Uie consequences. 

JSic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old doting 
fool. With that, Nic bounced up with a spring equal 
to that of one of your nimblest tumblers or ropedancers, 
and fell foul upon John Bull, to snatch the cudgel* he 
had in his band, that he might thwack Lewis with it : 
John held it fast, so that there was no wrenching it from 
him. At last 'squire South buckled to, to assist his 
friend Nic. : Joho hauled on one side, and they two 
on the other ; sometimes they were like to pull John 
over; then it went all of a sudden again on John's side ; 
so they went see-sawing up and down, from one end of 
the room to the other. Down tumbled the tables^ hot- 

* The Army. H. 
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ties, glasses, and tobacco-pipes : the wine and tlie tobac;? 
CO were almost trod under foot, till more of the trades- 
men, joining with Nic. and the 'squire, John was hardly 
able to pull against them all, yet would he never quit 
hold of his trusty cudgel : which, by the contrary force 
of two so great powei-s, broke short in his hands.* Nic. 
.seized the longer end, and with it began to bastinado old 
Lewis, who had slunk into a corner, waiting the event 
of this squabble. Nic. came up to him with an insolent 
menacing air, so that the old fellow was forced to skuttle 
out of the room, and retire behind a dungcart. He 
called to Nic : '* Thou insolent jackanapes ! Time was 
when thou durst not have used me so : thou now takest 
me unprovided ; but, old and infirm as I am, I shall 
lind a weapon, by and by, to chastise thy impudence." 

When John Bull had recovered his breath, he began 
10 parley witti ^Ic : ^' Friend Nic. I am glad to find 
\\iee so strong, after thy great complaints : really thy 
motions, JVic. are pretty vigorous for a consumptive 
man. As for thy worldly affairs, Nic. if it can do thee 
any service, I freely make over to thee this profitable 
lawsuit, and I desire all these gentlemen to bear witness 
to this my act and deed. Yours be all the gain, as mine 
has been the charges ; I have brought it to bear finely : 
however, all I have laid out upon it goes for nothing: 
thou shalt have it with all its appurtenances ; 1 ask no- 
thing but leave to go home." 

Nic. Frog. The counsel are feed, and ail things pre- 
pared for a trial ; thou shalt be forced to stand the issue : 
it shall be pleaded in thy name as well as mine : go 
home if thou can&t ; the gates are shut, the turnpikes 
locked^ and the roads barricadoed.f 

• The separation of the army. H. 

t Difficolty of the march of part of the army to Duoiirk. H. 
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J. Bull. Even these very ways, Nic. that thou 
toldest me were as open to me as thyself ? If I can't 
pass with my own equipage, what can I expect for my 
goods and waggons ? I am denied passage through 
those very grounds, tliat I have puixhased with my own 
money : however, I am glad I have made the experi- 
ment, it may serve me in some stead. 

[John Bull was so overjoyed that he was going to 
take possession of Ecclesdowu, that nothing could vex 
him. " Nic." quoth he, *' I am just a going to leave 
thee ; cast a kind look upon me at parting." 

Nic. looked sour and grum, and would not open his 
mouth.] 

J. Bull. I wish thee all the success that thy heart 
can desire, and that these honest gentlemen of the long 
robe may have their belly-full of law. 

[Nic. could stand it no longer ; but flung out of the 
room with disdain, and beckoned the lawyers to follow 
bim.] 

J. Bull. B'uy, b'uy, Nic; not one poor smile 
at parting ? won't you shake your day-day, Nic. ? 
b'uy, Nic. — With that, John marched out of the com- 
mon road, 'cross the country, to take possession of Ec- 
clesdowu. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

OF THE GREAT JOY THAT JOHN EXPRESSED WHES 
HE GOT POSSESSION OF ECCLESDOWN.^ 

When John had got into his castle, he seemed like 
trtysses upoQ his plauk after he had been well soused in 
salt water : who (as Homer sajs) was as glad as a judge 
going to sit down to dinner> after hearing a long cause 
upon the bench. I dare sa}^ John Bulfs joy was equal 
io that of either of the two ; he skipped from room to 
Yoonii ran up stairs and down stairs, from the kitchen to 
the garrets, and from the garrets to the kitchen; he 
|>eeped into ever^r cranny ; sometimes he admired the 
beauty of the architecture, and the vast solidity of the 
ma!^n^s work ; at other tiroes he commended the ^mme- 
try and proportion of the rooms. He walked about the 
gardens; he bathed himself in the canal, swimming,, 
diving, and beating the liquid element, like a milkwhite 
swan. The hall resounded with the sprighily violin 
and the martial hautboy. The family tript it about and 
capered, like hailstones bounding from a marble floor. 
Wine, ale, and October flew about as plentifully as ken- 
ncl-water : tlien a frolic took John in the head to call up 
some of Nic. Frog's pensioners, that had been so mutin- 
ous in his family. 

J. Bull. Aic you glad to see your master in Eccles- 
dowD castle ? 

All. Yes, indeed, sir. 

J. Bull. Extremely glad ? 

All. Extremely glad, sir. 

• Dunkirt. H. 
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J. Bull. Swear tome, that you are so. 

Then they began to damn and sink their souls to the 
lowest pit of hell, if any person in the world rejoiced 
more than they did. 

J. Bull. Now hang me, if I don't believe you are 
a parcel of perjured rascals'; however, take this bumper 
of October to your master'sliealth. 

Then John got upon the battlements, and, looking 
over, he called toNic. frog : 

*' How d'ye do, Nic. ? D'ye see where I am, Nic. ? 
I hope the cause goes ou swimmingly, Nic. When 
dost thou intend to go to Claypool, Nic. .^ Wilt thou 
buy there some high heads of the newest cut for my 
daugliters ? How comcst thou to go with thy arm tied 
up ? Has old Lewis given thee a rap over thy finger's- 
ends ? Thy weapon was a good one, when I wielded 
it, but the butt- end remains in my hands. I am so busy 
in packing up my goods, that I have no time to talk 
with thee any longer. It would do thy heart good to 
see what waggoihloads I am preparing for market If 
thou wantest any good office of mine, for all that has 
happened, I will use thee well, Nic. B'wy, Nic."' 
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POSl'SCRIPT. 



It has been disputed among the literati of Grub-^ 
street whether Sir Humphry proceeded any farther into 
the history of John Bull. By diligent inquiry we have 
found the titles of some chapters, which appear to be a 
continuation of it ; and are as follow : 

Chap. I. How John was made angry with the articles 
of agreement. How he kicked the parchment through 
the house, up stairs and down stairs, and put himself 
in a great heat thereby. 

Chap. II. How in hb passion he was going to cut off 
Sir Roger's head with a cleaver. Of the strange maa< 
ner of Sir Roger's escaping the blow, by laying his 
head upon the dresser. 

Chap. III. How some of John's servants attempted to 
scale his house with rope-ladders ; and how many un- 
fortunately dangled in the same. 

Ghap. IV. Of the methods by which John endeavoured 
to preserve peace among his neighbours: how he 
kept a pair of steelyards to weigh them ; and by diet» 
purging, vomiting, and bleeding, tried to bring thera 
to equal bidk and strength. 

Chap. V. Of false accounts of the weights given in by 
some of the journeymen ; and of the New-market 
ti'icks that were practised at the steelyards. 

Clinp. YI. How John's new journeymen brought him 
other-guise accounts of the steelyards. 
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Chap. VII. How Sir Swain Northy* was, by bleeding, 
purging, and a steel diet, brought into a consumption ; 
and how John was forced afterward to give him the 
gold cordial. 

Chap. VIII. How Peter Bearf was over fed, and after- 
ward refused to submit to the course of physic. 

Chap. IX. How John pampered Esquire South with 
titbits, till he grew wanton ; how he got drunk with 
Calabrian wine, and longed for Sicilian beef, and how 
John carried him thither in his barge. 

Chap. X. How the esquire, from a foul feeder, grew 
dainty : how he longed for mangoes, spices, and In- 
dian birdsnests, &c. and could not sleep but in a 
chintz bed. 

Chap. . XI. The esquire turned tradesman ; how he set 
up a China-shop j: over against Nic. Frog. 

Chap XII. How he procured Spanish flies to blister his 
neighbours, and as a provocative to himself. As 
likewise how he ravished ^ic. Frog's favourite daugh- 
ter. 

Chap. XIII. How Nic. Frog hearing the girl squeak, 
went to call John Bull as a constable : calling of a 
constable no preventive of a rape. 

Chap. XIV. How John rose out of his bed in a cold 
morning to prevent a duel between Esquire South 
and Lord Strutt ; how, to his great surprise, he found 
the combatants driukiog geneva in a brandy-shop, with 
Nic's favourite daughter between them. How they 
both fell upon John, so that he was foiced to fight his 
way out. 

Chap. XV. How John came with his constable's staff to 
rescue Nic's daughter, and break the esquire's China^ 
ware. 

* King of Sweden. H. f Czar of Muscovy. H. 

\ The Osteod Compauj. H. 
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PROPOSALS FOR PRINTING 



VERT CURIOUS DISCOURSE 



ENTITLED 



*:ErAOAoriA HOAITIKH ; 



OR, 



THE ART OF POLITICAL LYING. 



There is dow id the press, a curious piece, entitled, 
irtvS'ox^yU n6XiTixii -, or, The Art of Political Lyiog: 
cousbtiDg of two volumes in quarto. 

The PROPOSALS are, 

I. That if the author meets with suitable encourage- 
meut, he iuteods to deliver the first volume to the sub- 
scribers by Hilary Term next. 

II. The price of both volumes will be, to the sub- 
scribers, fourteen shillings, seven whereof are to be paid, 
down, and the other seven at the delivery of the second, 
volume. 

I Hi Those that subscribe for six, shall have a seventh- 
^atis ; which reduces the price to less than six shillings, 
a volume. 
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IV. That the subscribers shall have their names and 
places of abode printed at length. 

For the encouragement of so useful a work, it is thought 
fit the public should be informed of the contents of the 
first volume, by one who has with great care perused 
the manuscript.^ 

* *' Arbuthnot has sent me, from Windsor, a pretty Discourse upon 
l^yi^f &od I have ordered the printer to come for it. It is a Propo* 
sal for publishing a curious piece, called, The Art of Political Lyings 
in two Volumes, &c. and then there is an atratract of the 6r8t volume, 
just like those pamphlets, which they call ** The Works of the Leamr 
erf." Journal to Stella, Oct. 9, 1712. 

" The pamphlet of Political Lying is written by Dr. Arbuthnot, the 
author of John Bull. It is very pretty, but not so obvious to he 
uoderetood.'* Ibid. Dec. 12. N. 
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THE ART 



OF 



POLITICAL LYING. 



The author, in bis preface, makes some very judi* 
cious reflections upon the original of arts and sciences : 
that at first they consist of scattered theorems and prac- 
tices, -which are handed about among the masters, and 
only revealed to the JiUi artis, till such time as some 
great genius appears, who collects these disjointed pro- 
positions, and reduces them into a regular system. That 
this is the case of that noble and useful art of Political 
Lying, which in this last age, having been enriched with 
several new discoveries, ought not to lie any longer ia 
rubbish and confusion, but may justly claim a place ia 
the Encyclopaedia, especially such as serves for a model 
of education for an able politician. That he proposes 
to himself no small stock of fame in future ages, in being 
the first who has undertaken this design ; and for the 
same reason he hopes the imperfection of his work will 
be excused. He invites all persons who have any ta- 
lents that way, or any new discovery, to communicate 
their thoughts, assunng them that honourable mentioa 
shall be made of them in his work. 

The FIRST VOLUME COnsistS of ELEVEN CHAPTERS. 

In the first chapter of his excellent treatise, he rea- 
sons philosophically concerning the nature of the soul 
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of maD, and those qualities vrhich reuder it susceptible 
of lies. He supposes the soul to be of the oature of a 
plano-cjlindrical speculum, or looking-glass; that the 
plain side was made bj God Almighty, but that the 
devil afterward wrought the other side into a cyliudri- 
cal figure. The plain side represents objects just as they 
are; and the cylindrical side, by the rules of catoptrics, 
must needs represent true objects false, and false objects 
true : but the cylindrical side being much the larger sur- 
face, takes in a greater compasa of- visual rajs. That 
upou the cylindrical side of the soul of man depends the 
whole art and success of political lying. The author, in 
this chapter, proceeds to reasou upon the qualities of 
the mind, as its peculiar fondness of the malicious and 
the miraculous. The tendency of the soul toward the 
malicious, springs from self-love, or a pleasure to find 
mankind more wicked, base, or unfortunate, than our- 
selves. The design of the miraculous proceeds from 
the inactivity of the soul, or its incapacity to be moved 
or delighted with any thing that is vulgar or common. 
The author having established the qualities of the mind, 
upon which his art is founded, be proceeds, 

In his second chapter, to treat of the nature of politi- 
cal lying ; which he defines to be, '' the art of convinc- 
ing the people of salutary falsehoods, for some good end.'' 
He calls it an art> to distinguish from that of telling truth, 
which does not seem to want art ; but then he would have 
this understood only as to the invention, because there is 
indeed more art necessary to convince the people of a sa- 
lutary truth than a salutary falsehood. Then he proccrdf 
to prove, that there are salutary falsehoods, of which he 
gives a great many instances, both before and after the 
revolution ; and demonstrates plainly, that we could not 
have carried ou the war so long without several of those 
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salutary falsehoods. He gives rules to calculate the 
value of a political lie, in pouuds, sliilliugs, and pence. 
By good, he does not mean that which is absolutely so, 
but n hat appears so to the artist, which is a sufficient 
ground for him to proceed upon ; and he distinguishes 
the good, as it commonly is, into honum utile, dulee, el 
honestum. He shows you that there are political lies 
of a mixed nature, which include all the three in diffe- 
rent respects : that the utile reigns generally about the 
Exchange, the (bilce and honcstum at the Westminster 
end of the town. One man spreads a lie to sell or buy 
stock to greater advantage; a second, because it is ho* 
noui-able to serve bis party ; and a third, because it is 
sweet to gratify his revenge. Having explained the se- 
veral terms of his definition, he proceeds. 

In his third chapter, to treat of the lawfulness of poli- 
tical lying ; Arhich he deduces from its true and'genuine 
principles, by inquiring into the several rights that man- 
kind have to truth. He shows that people have a right 
to private truth fram their neighbours, and economical 
truth from their own family ; that they should not be 
abused by their wives, children, and servants ; but that 
they have no right at all to political truth ; that the peo- 
ple may as well all pretend to.be lords of manors, and 
possess great estates, as to have truth told them in mat- 
ters of government. The author, with great judgment, 
states the several shares of mankind in this matter of 
truth, according to their several capacities, dignities, 
and professions ; and shows you, that children have 
hardly any share^ at all ; in. consequence of which, 
they have very seldom any truth told them. It must 
be owned, that the author, in this chapter, has some 
<;eeming difficulties to answer, and texts of Scripture to 
explain. 
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The fourth chapter is wholly employed ia this queit- 
tion, '' Whether the right of coioage of political lies be 
wholly in the governnieut ?" The author, who is a 
true friend to English liberty, determiues in the nega- 
tive, and answers all the arguments of the opposite 
party with great acuteness : that as the government of 
England has a mixture of democratical in it, so the right 
of inventing and spreading political lies is partly ia 
the people ; and their obstinate adherence to this just 
privilege has been most conspicuous, and shined with 
great lustre of late years : that it happens very often, 
that there are no other means left to the good people of 
England to pull down a ministry and government they 
are weary of, but by exercising this their undoubted 
right : that abundance of political lying is a sure sign of 
true English liberty : that as ministers do sometimes use 
tools to support their power, it is but reasonable that 
the people should employ the same Areapou to defeud 
themselves, and pull them down. 

In bis fifth chapter, he divides political lies into se- 
veral species and classes, and gives precepts about the 
inventing, spreading, and propagating the several sorts 
of them ; he begins with the rumores and libelUfamosi^ 
such as concern the reputation of men in power : where 
he finds fault with the common mistake, that takes notice 
only of one sort, viz. the detractory or defamatory ; 
whereas in truth there are three sorts, the detractory, the 
additory, and the translatory. The additory gives to a 
great man a larger share of reputation than belongs to 
him, to enable him to serve some good end or purpose* 
The detractory, or defamatory is a lie, which takes from 
a great man the reputation that justly belongs to him, for 
fear he should use it to the detriment of the public. The 
translatory is a lie, that transfers the merit of a man's 
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good nctiou to another, who is io himself more deserv- 
ing : or traDsfcrs the demerit of a bad action from the 
true author to a person, who is in himself lees deserving. 
He gives several instances of very great strokes in all 
the three kinds, especially in the last, when it was ne- 
cessary, for tlie good of the public, to bestow the va- 
lour and conduct of one man upon anotiier, and that of 
many to one man : nay even, upon a good occasion, a 
man may be robbed of his victory by a person iliat 
did not command in the action.* The restorius and 
destroying the public, may be ascribed to persons, who 
had no hand in either. The author exhorts all gentle- 
men practitioners to exercise themselves in the transla- 
tory, because the existence of the things tiiemsclves be- 
ing visible, and not demanding any proof, there wants 
nothing to be put upon the public, but a false author, or 
a false cause ; which is no great presumption upon the 
credulity of mankind, to whom the secret springs of things 
are for the most part unknown. 

The author proceeds to give some precepts as to the 



* Major-general Webb obtained a glorious victory over the French j 
near WynoBdale, in the year 1708. He was sent wi!li 6000 of the 
confederate troops to guard a great convoy to the allied army besieg- 
ing Lisle: Count de la Motte came out from Client, with near 24,000 
uicn, to intercept them : but Msgor-general Webb disposed his men 
with such admirable skill, that notwithstanding the vast superiority 
of numbers, by the pure force of order and disposition, the French 
were driven back in two or three successive attempts; and, after hav- 
ing lost 6 or 7000 men, could be brought to charge no more. This may 
justly be reckoned among the greatest aclionsof that war: but the 
duke of Marlborough^s secretary, in his letter written to England, 
gave all the honour of it to General Cadogan, the duke*s favourite, 
who did not come up till after the engagement. This was a% resented 
by General Webb, that he left the army in disgust: and, coming into 
England to do himself justice, received the unanimous thanks of the 
house of commons, for his eminent services by that great action: 
which was also acknowledged, in a distinguishing manner, by the 
king of Prussia, who bestowed on him tiie order of geoerosity. Hr 
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additory r that when one ascribes any thing to a person, 
which does not belong to hiofi, the lie ought to be calcu- 
lated not quite contradictory to his known qualities : for 
example, one would not make the French king present 
at a protestant conventicle ; nor, like Queen Elizabeth, 
restore the overplus of taxes to his subjects. One would 
not bring in the emperor giving two months pay in ad- 
vance to his troops ; nor the Dutch paying more than 
tlieir quota. One would not make the same pei*son 
zealous for a standing army, and public liberty; nor an 
atheist support the cfiurch; nor a lewd fellow a reformer 
of manners ; nor a hot-headed, crack-brained coxcomb 
forward for a scheme of moderation. But, if it is abso* 
lutely necessary that a person is to have some good ad- 
ventitious quality given him, the author's precept is, that 
it should not be done at fii'st in extremo gradu. For 
example ; they should not make a covetous man give 
away, all at once, five thousand pounds in a charitable, 
generous way ; twenty or thirty pounds may suifice at 
first. They should not introduce a person of remarka- 
ble ingratitude to his benefactors, rewarding a poor man 
for 8on}e good office that was done him thirty years ago : 
but they may allow him to acknowledge a service to a 
pei-son, who is capable still to do him another. A man, 
-whose personal courage is suspected, is not at first to 
drive whole squadrons before him : but be may be al- 
lowed the merit of some squabble, or throwing a bottle 
at his adversary's head. 

It will not be allowed to make a great man, that ir- a 
known despiser of religion, spend whole days in his 
closet at his devotion ; but you may with safety make 
him sit out public prayers with decency. A great mao, 
who has never been known willingly to pay a just debt 
ought not, all of a sudden, to be introduced raakiog 
restitutioD of tbousaods he has cheated; let it suffice at 
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the M'oik. It amounts to this, that the party should 
agree to vent nothing but truth for three months together, 
i?hich will give them credit for six months lying after- 
ward. He owns, that he believes it almost impossible 
to find fit persons to execute this scheme. Toward the 
end of the chapter, he inveighs severely against the folly 
of parties, in retaining scoundrels, and men of low genius, 
to retail their lies ; such as most of the present news- 
writers are ; who, except a strong bent and inclination 
toward the profession, seem to be wholly ignorant in the 
rules of pseudology, and not at all qualified for so weighty 
a tiiist. 

In his next chapter he treats of some extraordinary 
geniuses, who have appeared of late years, especially in 
their disposition toward the miraculous. He advises 
those hopeful young men to turn their invention to the 
service of their country ; it being inglorious, at this 
time, to employ their talent in prodigious fox-chases, 
liorse-courses, feats of activity in driving of coaches, 
jumping, running, swallowing of peaches, pulling out 
whole sets of teeth to clean, &c. when their country 
stands in so much need of their assistance. 

The eighth chapter is a project for uniting the seve- 
ral smaller corporations of liars into one society. It is 
too tedious to give a full account of the m hole scheme : 
what is most remarkable is, that this society ought to 
consist of tlie heads of each party : that no lie is to pass 
current without their approbation, they being the best 
judges of the present exigencies, and what sorts of lies 
are demanded : that in such a corporation there ought 
to be men of all professions, that ro 7rpe^6¥y and the ro 
cvAoydv, that is, decency and probability, may be ob- 
served as much as possible: that beside the periFons 
above mentioned, this society ought to consist of the 
hopeful geniuses about the town (of which there are 
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great plenty to be picked up in the several cofTce-hooB- 
eg) travellers, virtuosoes, foxI)UQters, jockies, attorneyB» 
old seamen and soldiers out of the hospitals of Green- 
wich and Chelsea : to this society, so constituted, ought 
to be committed the sole management of Ijing : that in 
their outer room, there ought always to attend some 
persons endowed with a great stock of credulity, a ge- 
neration that thrives mightily in this soil and climate : 
lie thinks a sufficient number of them may be picked 
up any where about the excliange : these are to circu- 
late what tlie others coin; for no man-spreads a lie with 
so good a grace as he that believes it : that the rule of 
the society be, to invent a lie, and sometimes two for 
every day ; in the clioice of which, great regard ought 
to be had to the weather, and the season of the year : 
your (p^Qipec, or terrifying lies, do mighty well in No- 
vember and December, but not so well in May aud 
June, unless the easterly winds reign : that it ought to 
be penal for any body to talk of any thing but the lie 
of the day : that the society is to maintain a sufficient 
number of spies at court, and other places, to furnish 
hints and topics for invention, and a general correspond- 
ence of all the market-towns for circulating their lies : 
that if any one of the society were observed to blush, 
or look out of countenance, or want a ueccssar}* circum- 
stance in telling the lie, he ought to be expelled, and de- 
clared incapable : beside the roaring lies, there ought to 
be a private committee for whisperers, constituted of the 
ablest men of the society. Here the auihor makes a 
digression in praise of the whig party, for tlie right un- 
derstanding and use of proof-lies. A proof-lie is like a 
proof-charge for a piece of ordnance, to try a standanl 
credulity. Of such a nature he takes ti-ansubstautia- 
tion to be, in (he church of Home, a proof-article, which 
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it* aoj oie swallows, they are sure he will digest every 
thiug else : therefore the whig party do wisely to try 
the credulity of the people sometimes by swingers, that 
they may be able to judge, to what height they may 
charge them afterward. Toward the end of thb chap- 
ter, he warns the heads of parties against believing their 
own lies, which has proved of pernicious consequences 
of late ; both a wise party, and a wise nation, having 
regulated their affairs upon lies of their own invention. 
The causes of this he supposes to be, too great a zeal 
and intensenesB in'the practice of this art, and a vehe* 
ment heat in mutual conversation, whereby they per- 
suade one another, that what they wish, and report to be 
true, is really so : that all parties have been subject to 
this misfortune. The Jacobites have been constantly in- 
fested with it ; but the whigs of late seemed even to ex- 
ceed them in this ill habit and weakness. To this chap- 
ter the author subjoins a calendar of lies, proper for the 
several months of the year. 

The ninth chapter treats of the celerity and duration 
of lies. As to the celerity of their motion, the author 
says It is almost incredible : he gives several instances 
of lies, that have gone faster than a man can ride post : 
your terrifying lies travel at a prodigious rate, above 
ten miles an hoiur : your . whispers move in a narrow 
vortex, but very swiftly. The author says, it is im- 
possible to explain several phenomena in relation to the 
celerity of lies, without the supposition of synchronism 
and combination. As to the duration of lies, he says 
there are of all sorts, from hours and da; s, to ages • 
tliat there are some, which, like insects, die and revive 
again in a different form ; that good artists, like people 
who build upon a short lease, will calculate the duration 
of a lie surely to answer their purpose ; to last just a;; 

long, and no longer, than tlie turo is served, 
yoii. XXIII. o 



Z19 THE ART OF 

The tenth chapter treats of the characteristics of lies ; 
how to koow, when, where, and by whom, invented; 
Your Dutch, English, and French ware are amply dis- 
tinguished from one another ; an exchange lie from one 
coined at the other end of the town : great judgment is 
to be shown as to the place where the species is intend- 
ed to circulate : very low and base coin wiU serve for 
Wapping: there are several coiTee-houses, that have 
their particular stamps, which a judicious practitioner 
may easily know. All your great men have their pro- 
per phautateusticks. The author say% he has attained, 
by study and application, to so great skill in this matter, 
that, bring him any lie, he can tell whose image it bears 
so tridy, as the gieat man himself shall not have the 
face to deny it. The promissoiy lies of great men are 
known by shouldering, hugging, squeezing, smiling, 
bowing; and their lies in matter of fact, by immoderate 
swearing. 

He spends the whole eleventh chapter on one simple 
question. Whether a lie is best contradicted by truth, or 
by another lie ? The author says, that, considering the 
large extent of the cylindrical surface of (he soul, and 
the great propensity to believe lies in the generality of 
mankind of late years, he thinks the properest contra- 
diction to a lie, is another lie. For example ; if it 
should be reported that the pretender was at London, 
one would not contradict it by saying, he never was in 
England ; but you must prove by eye witnesses, that he 
came no farther than Greenwich, and then went back 
again. Thus if it be spread about, that a great person 
were d} ing of some disease, you must not say the truth, 
that they are in health, and never had such a disease, 
but that they are slowly recovering of it. So there was 
not long ago a gentleman, who affirmed, that the treaty 
with France, for bringing popery and slavery into Eng- 
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land, WM BigDed the 15th of September; to which aoo* 
ther answered very judiciously, not, bj opposing truth 
to his lie, that there was no such treaty ; but that, to his 
certain knowledge, there were many things in that trea- 
ty not yet adjusted* 

[The account of the second volume of this excellent 
treatise is reserved for another time.] 
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REASONS 

HUMBLY OFFBRBD BY 

19iB COHPAKT EXERCISING THE TftABB AK9 MTSTERT 0» 

UPHOLDERS, 

AGAINST PART OF THE BILL, 

FOR THE BETTER VIEWING, SEARCHLNG, AND EX- 
AMINING DRUGS, MEDICINES, &c. 1724.* 



Being called upon by several retailers and dispensers 
of drugs and medicines about town, to use our endea- 
vours against the bill now dependiijo^ for viewing, &c. 
Tn regard of our common interest, and in gratitude to 
the said retailers and dispensers of medicines, which we 
have always found to be very effectual, we presume to 
lay the following reasons before the public against the 
said bill. 

That the company of upholders are far from bciu( 
averse to the giving of drugs and medicines in general, 
provided they be of such qualities as we require, and 
administered by such persons, in whom our company just- 
ly repose the greatest confidence : and provided they 
tend to tiie encouragement of trade, and the consumption 
of the woollen manufacture of this kingdom. 

* Id the year 1724, the (ihysicians made application to parliammt 
to prevent apotbecari<^s dispcnnngmediciues without the prescriptioo 
of a physician ; during which this tract was dispersed io the cotiit of 
rcqiic£t«. U. 
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We be|^ leave to observe, that there has been no com- 
plaint from any of the nobilitj, gentij, and cititena 
whom we have attended. Our practice, whkh condsiB 
chiefly in outward applications, having; been always to 
effiectual, that none of our patients have been obliged to 
undergo a second operation, excepting one gentlewoman ; 
who, after lier first burial, having burdened her husband 
with a new brood of posthumous children, her second 
funeral wtt by us performed without any farther charges 
to the said htidi>and of the deceased. And we humbly 
hope, that one sii^ie instance of this kind, a misfortune 
owing merely to the avarice of a sexton, in cutting off ^ 
ring, will not be imputed to any want of skill, or care, 
ill our company. 

We humbly conceive, that the power by this bitt 
lodged in the censors of the college of physicians to re- 
ttrain any of his majesty's subjects from dispensings and 
Well-disposed persons from taking, what medicines they 
please, is a manifest encroachment on the liberty and pro- 
perty of the subject. 

As the company, exercising the trade and mystery ef 
lipholden) have an undisputed right in and upon thfe 
bodies of all and every the subjects of the kingdom { 
we conceive the passing of this bill, though not absolute- 
ly depriving them of their said right, might keep themr 
out of possession by unreasonable delays, to the great 
detriment of our company, and their numerous families. 

We hope it will be considered, that there are multi- 
tudes of necessitous heirs and penurious parents, persons 
in pinching circumstances with numerous fainilies of 
children, wives that have lived long, many robust agtd 
women with great jointures, elder brothers with bad uc- 
derstandtngs, single heirs of great estates, whereby the 
collateral line are for ever excluded, reversiqo&rf 
(tatent?, and reversionary promiees of preferments, leas^ 
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upon single Hyes, and plaj-debts upon joint Hves, and 
that the persons so aggriered have no hope of being 
speedily relieved any other way, than by the dispenring 
of drugs and medicines in the manner they now are : 
burying alive being judged repugnant to the known laws 
of this kingdom. 

That there are many of the deceased, who, by certain 
mechanical motions and powers, are carried about town, 
who would have been put into our hands long before 
this time, by any other well ordered government : by 
want of a due police in this particular, our company 
have been great suflTerers. 

That frequent funerals contribute to preserve the gene^ 
alogies of families, and the honours conferred by the 
crown, which are no where so well ilhistrated as on this 
solemn occasion : to maintain necessitous clergy ; to 
enable the clerks to appear in decent habits to officiate 
on Sundays ; to feed the great retinue of sober and 
melancholy men, who appear at the said funerals, and 
who must starve without constant and regular employ* 
ment. Moreover, we desire it may be remembered, that, 
by the passing of this bill, the nobility and gentry will 
have their old coaches lie upon their hands, which are 
now employed by our company. 

And we farther hope, that frequent funerals will not 
be discouraged, as it is by this bill proposed, it being 
the only method left of carrying some people to church. 

We are afraid, that, by the hardships of this bill our 
company will be reduced to leave their business here, 
and practice at York and Bristol, where the free use of 
bad medicines will be still allowed. 

It is therefore hoped, that no specious pretence whatr 
soever will be thought sufficient to introduce an artntra- 
ry; and unlimited power for people to live (in defiance 
«->[ art) as long as they can by the course of nature, to 
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ihe prejudice of our com|Muiy and the decay pf 
trade. 

That as our compaoy are likdy to suffer, io some 
measure, by the power giveo to physicians to dissect the 
bodies of malefactors, we humbly hope, that the manu- 
facture of cases for skeletons will be reserved solely to 
coffin makers. 

We likewise humbly presume, that the interest of the 
several trades and professions, which depend upon ours, 
may be regarded; such as that of herses, coaches, cof- 
fins, epitaphs, and bell-ropes, stone-cutters, feathermen, 
and bell-ringers; and especially the manufacturers of 
crapes; and the makers of stuff"; who use great quanti- 
ties of M coffins, and who, considered in the consump- 
tioD of their drugs, employ by far the greatest number 
af hands of any manuiacture of the kingdom. 
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THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 
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GITY OF LONDON. 
P^tiiiM 0f the CoUkrs, Cooks, Cook^Ma4$, 

That wliereMcerUiaWriifMflifliifeoted to the (§• 
verament, and to the trade and prosperity of thu \k%' 
dom, taking upon them the name and title of the Ca- 
VOFTRICAL Victuallers, hare presumed by gatheriiig, 
breaking, folding, aod bundyog up tlie gunheamay by the 
help of certain glasses, to make, produce, and kindle up 
seyeral new focuses or fires within these his majes^'s 
dominions, and there to boil, bake, stew, fry, and dress 
all sorts of victuals and provisions, to brew, distil spirits, 
smelt we^ and in general to perform all the offices of 
culinary fires ; and are endeavouring to procure to them- 
selves the monopoly of this their said invention : We 
b^ leave humbly to represent to your honours, 

That such grant or patent will utterly ruin and re- 
duce to beggary your petitioners, their wives, children, 
servants, and trades on them depending; there being 
nothing left to tliem, after the said invention, but warm- 
ing of cellars and dressing of suppers in the winter- 
time. That the abolishing of so considerable a branch 
<tf the coasting trade, as that of the colliery will de- 
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dtroy Die niiTigAtioa of this kingdom. Thikt whereas 
the said catoptrical Victuallers talk df makiug use of 
the DiooD bj night, as of the stiu bj day, the/ iriSt 
utterly tttm the miaierotia body of tallowchandlers, and 
iiDpair a terj considerable branch of the revenue, whkh 
arises frdm the ta± upon tallow and candles. 

That the said catoptrical rictuallers do profane thtf 
emanations of that glorious luminary the sun. Which is 
appointed to rule the day, and not to roast mutton. 
And we Immbiy conceive, it will be fouad contrary to 
the known laws of thia kingdom, to confine, forestal and 
monopolize tlie beams of the sun. And whereas tlie 
said catoptrical victuallers have undertaken by burning 
glasses made of ice to roast an ox upon the Thames next 
winter, we conceive all such practices to be an cu* 
croachment upon the rights and privileges of the obmr 
pany of watermen. 

That the diversity of exposition of the severaVkitchens 
in thu great city, whereby some receive the rays of tfa^ 
sun sooner, and others later, will occasion great irre* 
gularity as to the time of dining of the several ioha^ 
bitants, and consequently great uncertainty and codAi* 
sioD in the despatch of business: and to those, wlio 
by reason of their nortliern exposition will be stili forced 
to be at the expense of culinary fires, it will reduce the 
price of their nuinufacture to such ioeqnality, as is 
inconsistent with common justice : and the same ia* 
conveuiency will afiect landlords in the value of thtltf 
rents. 

That the use of the said glasses, will oUige cooks and 

cook-maids to study optics and astronomy, In order to- 

kuow the due distance of the said focusses or firei^ waA 

to adjust the position of their glasses to the several aM- 

tudes of the sun, varjing according to the hours of the 

day, and the aeasonsof the yearf which studies at Ihise 

o2 
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years, will be highly troublesome to the said cooks and 
cook-maids, oot to say any thing of the utter incapacity 
of some of them to go through with such difficult arts; 
or (which is a slill greater inconvenience) it will throw 
the whole art of cookery into the hands of astroDomers 
and glassgriiiders, persons utterly unskilled in other parts 
of that profession, to the great detriment of the health 
of his majesty's good subjects. 

That it is known by experience, that meat roasted 
with sunbeams is extremely unwholesome ; witness se- 
veral that have died suddenly after eating the provi- 
sions of the said catoptrical victuallers ; forasmuch as 
the sunbeams taken inwardly render the humours too 
hot and adust, occasion great sweatings, and dry up thci 
vectual moisture. 

That sunbeams taken inwardly shed a malignant iI^ 
fluence upon the brain by their natural tendency toward 
the moon ; and produce madness and distraction at the 
Ume of the full moon. That the constant use of so great 
quantities of this inward light, will occasion the growth 
of quakerism, to the danger of the chiuxh; and of 
poetry to the danger of the state. 

That the influences of the constellations, through 
which the sun passes, will with his beams be convey- 
ed into the blood : and when the sun is among the 
horned Eigns, may produce such a spirit of unchastity, 
as is dangerous to the honour of your worships' fami- 
lies. 

That mankind living much upon the seeds and other 
parts of plants, these being impregnated with the sun- 
beams, may vegetate and grow in the bowels, a thing 
of more dangerous consequence to human bodies thau 
breeding of worms; and this will fall heaviest upon the 
poor, who live upon roots; and the weak and sickly, 
who live upon barley and ricc-gruel, tScc fox which we 
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wt ready to produce to your honourB the opiDUMui of 
eminent pbyskiaiM, that the taste aod property of the 
▼ietuals is much altered to the wone by the caid solar 
cookery, the fricassees being deprived of the hanU g(M 
they acquire by being dressed over charcoal. 

Lastly. Should it happen by an eclipse of an extraor- 
dinary length, that this city should be deprived of the 
sunbeams for several months; how will his majesty's 
subjects subsbt in the interim, when common cookery, 
with the arts depending upon it, is totally lost ? 

In consideration of these, and many other inconve- 
niences, )K»ur petitioners humbly pray, that your 
honours would either totally prohibit the confining and 
maoufacturing the sunbeams for any of the useful pur- 
poses of life, or in the ensuing parliament procure a 
tax to be laid upon them, which may answer both the 
duty and price of coals, and which we humbly con- 
ceive cannot be less than thirty sliillings per yard 
square ; reserving the sole right and privilege of the 
catoptrical cookery to the Royal Society, and to the 
commanders and crews of the bomb- vessels, under the 
direction of Mr. Whiston, for finding out the longi- 
tude : who, by reason of the remoteness of their sta- 
tions, may be reduced to straits for want of firing. 

And we likewise beg, that your honours, as to the 
forementiooed points, would hear the Reverend Mr. 
Flamstead, who is the legal officer appointed by the 
government to look after the heavenly luminaries, 
whom we have constituted our trusty and learned 
solicitor. 
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IT CANNOT RAIN, BUT IT POtTRSt 

OR, 

tONDON STREWED WITH RARITIEfit. 

BBING 

A-Q Account of the arrival of a White JBeac^ at th^ 
house of Mr. RatcliiT io Bishops^ate-street : as also, of 
Faustina, the celebrated Italian singiog-womaD; aad 
^ the Copper-farthing Dean from IrelancL 

.&f the wonderful Wild Man that waa nursed in the 
woods of Germanj bj a wild beast, hunted and taken 
in toils; how he behaveth himself like a dumb crea- 
ture, and is a christian, like one of u% being calkd 
Peter; and how he was brought to court all in green, 
to the great astonishment of the quality and gentiy ; 
1-726. 



Ws shall begu9i with a description of Peter, (he ifii^ 
t)^e, deferring our other curiosities to- some foUowiiig 
papers. 

Romulus and Remus, the two famous wUd men of anc 
tiquitj, and Orsin, that of the modems, have beea 
yMy the admiration of aU mankind ; nor can we pr»» 
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gage lesB of this wild youth, as tmtj be gathered fniD 
that famoas and wetl known prophecy of lilly's, whkb 
being now accomplished, is most easily interpreted ; 

When Rame shall wend to Benevento,. 
And Espagne break the assiento ; 
When eagle >plit shaU ffy to ChioAi 
And chrutian kSka adore FauBtina : 
Then shall an oak be brought to bed 
Of cfeatare neither taught nor fed ; 
Great feats shall be achie Tc - ■ ■ 

The pope is now going to Benevei^o : the Spaniard!^ 
have broke their treaty; the emperor trades to China f 
and Lilly, were he aUv^e^ must be convinced, that it 
was not the Empress Faustina^ that was meant in the^ 
prophei^. 

It is evident, by several tokens about this wild gen- 
tleman, that he had a father and mother like one of us f 
but there being no register of his chrbtening, his age is 
•nly to be guessed at by his stature aiid countenance^ 
and appears to be about twelve or thirteen. His being 
m young was the occasion of the great disappointment of 
the ladies^ who came ta the drawing>>room in full expec 
tation of some attempt upon their chastity ; so far fo 
true, that he endeavoured to kiss the young Lady Wal- 
pole, who, for that reason, is become the envy of the cur- 
cle ; this being a- declarations of nature in favour of her 
superior beauty. 

Aristotle says^ that man is tlie most mimic of all ani-^* 
msds; which opinion of that great philosopher is stroi^ly 
confirmed by the behaviour of this wild gentleman, wW 
is endowed with that quality to an extreme degree. He 
received his first impressions at court: liis manners are 
first to lick people's hands, and then turn his bree^ik 
upon them ; to thmst his hand ioto every body^s 
pocket; to dimb orer people's heads: and erea if> 
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make use of the rojal hand to take what he has a mind 
to. At his first appearance he seized on the lord cham- 
berlaia's stafl^ aod put oo his hat befcnre the king $ firom 
whence some have conjectured, that he is either descend- 
ed from a grandee of Spain, or the earls of Eingsale in 
Ireland. However, these are manifest tokens of his in- 
nate ambition ; he is extremely tenacious of his own pro- 
perty, and ready to invade that of other people. By 
this mimic quality, he discovered what wild beast had 
nursed him : observing children to ask blessing of their 
mothers, one day he fell down upon his knees to a sow, 
and muttered some sounds in that humble posture. 

It has been commonly thought that he is Ulrick's 
natural brother, because of some resemblance of manners^ 
and the officious care of Ulrick about him ; but the su- 
periority of parts and genius in Peter demonstrates this 
to be impossible. 

Though he is ignorant both of ancient and modern 
languages, (that care being left to the ingenious physician 
who is entrusted with his education) yet he distinguishes 
objects by certain sounds framed to himself, which Mr. 
Roteuberg, who brought him over, understands perfect- 
ly. Beholding one day the shambles with great fear 
and astonishment, ever since he calls man bj the same 
sound, which expresses wolf. A young lady is a pea- 
cock, old women magpies and owls; a beau, with a 
|,oupee, a meakey ; glass, ice ; blue, red, and green rib- 
bons, be calls rainbow ; a heap of gold, a turd. The 
first ship he saw, he took to be a great beast swimming 
on her back, and her feet tied above her : the men, tliat 
came out of the hold, he took to be her cubs, and won- 
dered they were so unlike their dam. He understands 
perfectly the language of alt beasts and birds, and is not, 
like them, coofiaed to that of one species. He can brhig 
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wuy beast wlmt he calls for, aod oodoobt ismiidliaiiiied 
DOW io hk oatire woods, where he used to do good of^ 
ficesfamoog his foUow-citizeos, and senred as a mediator 
to recoocile their differences. One day he warned a 
flock of sheepi, that were driiring to the shambles, of their 
danger; aod upon uttering some sounds^ they all fled* 
He iBkeB vast pleasure in conversation with horses; and 
gdog to the Mews to conveise with two of his intimate 
acquaintances in the king's stables, as he passed by, he 
neighed to the horse at Cbaring-cross, being as it were 
surprised to see him so high ; be seemed to take it ilJ, 
that the horse did not answer him ; but I think nobody 
^n undervalue his understanding for not being skilled 
in statuary. 

He expresses his joy most commonly by neighing ; 
and whatever the philosophers may talk of their risi* 
bility, neighing is a more noble expression of that 
passion than laughing, which seems to me to have some- 
thing silly in it ; and besides, is often attended with 
tears. Other animals are sensible they debase them- 
selves by mimicking laughter ; and I take it to be a 
general observation, that the top felicity of mankind is 
to imitate monkeys and birds ; witness harlequins, scarar 
mouches, and masqueraders: on the other hand, mon- 
keys, when, they would look extremely silly, endea- 
vour to bring themselves down to mankind. Love 
he expresses by the cooiug of a dove, and anger by. 
the croaking of a raven ; and it is not doubted, but 
that he will serve in time as an interpreter between ub 
and other animals. 

Great instruction is to be had from this wild youth in 
the knowledge of simples ; and I am of opinion, that he 
ought always to attend the censors of the college io 
their visitation of apothecaries' shops. 
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I sm told, thut the ii6w weti <yf hetb-eatai^ Ib^ 
tedd to follotr hitt into th« fielda, or to beg hfte far 
d clerk of their kitchen ; and thai there arfe tDHbjr of 
them now thinkiDg of iuttntig their ebildmi hitor 
woods to graze with the eattle, it hopes to raise' ft 
wealthy add moral race refioed from the cenrdptioDs of 
this luxurioiis world. 

He sings uaturallj sereral pretty tHfies of his owilr 
eomposiug, and with equal facility id the chroma^ 
tic, inharmonic, and diatonic style ; and consequent- 
ly must be of infinite nse to the academy in judg^ 
if)g of the merits of tlieir composers, and is the only' 
person, that ought to decide between Cuzzoni and 
Faustina.! I cannot omit his first notiou of clothe^ 
which he took to be the natural skins of the crea* 
tures that wore them, and seemed to be in great pain 
for the pulling off a stocking, thinking the poor man waa 
a flaying. 

I am not ignorant, that there are disaffected peo^ 
pie, who say he is a pretender, and no genuine wild 
man. This calumny proceeds from the false no- 
tions they have of wild men, which they frame 
from such as they see about the town, whose actions 
are rather absurd than wild ; therefore it wMl be in- 
cumbent on all young gentlemen who are ambitious 
to excel in thb character, to copy this true original 
of nature. 

The senses of this wild man are vastly more acute 
than those of a tame one; he can follow the track of a 
man, or any other beast of prey. A dog is an ass to him 
for finding truffles; his hearing is more perfect, because 
his ears not haying been confined by bandages^ he can 

* Dr. Cheyne*s foUoiren. R. 

f-Two ny^i siBgers at that time Ja the Italian o^rat li if Ji P. 
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.w 

more them like a drill, and turn them towards the ^ilo« 
roud object. 

^ Let U8 pray the creator of all foeio^ wild and 
tame, that as this wild yoath by being brought to 
court has been made a christian ; so such as are ^t 
court, and are no christians, may lay aside their sayage 
and rapacions nature^ and return to the nieekiiesaof the 
Oospek 
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NARRATIVE 

OF 

DR. ROBERT NORRIS * 

tiONCl^llNtffO 

THE STRANGE AND DEPLORABLE FRENZY OF 

MR. JOHN DENNIS, 

AN OFFICER OF THE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

Being an exact Account of all that passed between the 
said Patient and the Doctor till this present Day ; 
and a full Vindication of himself and his Proceedings 
from the extravagant Reports of the said Mr. JoBn 

DENNIS.f 

excludii sanos HeUamepoUas 



Democritus. Hok. 

Furst published by J. Morphew, in 1713. 

* Addison highly disapproved ef this bitter satire on Dennif ; and 
Pope was not a little chagrined at this disapprobation ; for the nar- 
rative was intended to merit the favour of Addison, by defending his 
Cato ; in which seeming defence Addison was far from thinking Pope 
sincere. Dr. Warton> 

f The history of Mr. Dennis is to be seen in Jacobus Lives of tin 
Poets ; or in Mr. Pope's Dunciad, among the notes upon which, the 
curious reader may find some extracts from his writings. The occa- 
sion of this narrative sufficiently app^irsfrom the doctcv's own woirdi. 
A mistake of Mr. Granger^s in respect to Dr. Case's attending Johe 
Dennis in his frenzy, is pointed out in Dr. King's Works, vol ii. p. 
302. N. 
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It is BD acknowledged truth, thai oothing is so deai' 
to ao booest man as his good name, nor ought he to neg- 
lect the just vindication of his character, when it is in- 
juriously attacked by any man. The person I have at 
present cause to complain .of, is indeed in veiy melan- 
choly circumstances, it having pleased God to deprive 
him of his senses, which may extenuate the crime in him. 
But I should be wanting in my duty, not only to my- 
self, but also to my fellow-creatures, to whom my talents 
may prove of benefit, should I suffer my profession or 
honesty to be undeservedly aspersed. I have therefore 
resolved to give the public an account of all that has 
passed between the unhappy gentleman and myself. 

On the 20th instant, while I was in my closet ponder- 
ing the case of one of my patients, I heard a knocking at 
my door, upon opening of which entered an old woman, 
with tears in her eyes, and told me, that, without my 
assistance, her master would be utterly ruined. I was 
f(Hxed to interrupt her sorrow, by inquiring her master's 
name and place of abode. She told me, he was one Mr. 
Dennis, an officer of the custom-house, who was takea 
ill of a violent frenzy last April, and had continued in 
jthose melancholy circumstances, with few or no intervals^ 
Upon this I asked her some questions relating to his hu- 
mour and extravagances, that I might the better know 
under what regimen to put him, when the cause of his 
distemper was found out ^ Alas, sir," says she," " this 
day fortnight, in the morning, a poor simple child came 
to him from the printer's; the boy had no sooner enter- 
ed the room, but he cried out, *• the devil was come.' He 
often stares ghastfully, raves aloud, and mutters between 
biB teeth the word Cator, or Gato, or some such thing* 
Now, doctor, this Cator is certainly a witch, and my poor 
roaster is under an evil tongue ; for I have heard him 
ny Cator has bewitched the whole odtion. It pitied my 
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very heart to tfaiok, that a man of my master*s imder- 
standiDg and great scholarhhip, vho, as the child told 
me, had a book of his own lo print, should talk so oat- 
irageousi J . Upon this, I went aod laid out a groat for a 
horseshoe, which ii at this time oailed oo the threshold 
of his door ; but I don't find my roaster is at all the bet- 
ter for it{ he perpetually starts aod runs to the wiodow, 
when any one knocks, crying out, * 'Sdeath ! a roesseiN 
ger from the French king ! I stiall die ia the Bastile.' " 

Having said this, tlie old woman presented me with a 
rial of his urine ; upon examination of which, I per- 
ceived the whole temperament of his body to be exceed- 
ing hot. I therefore instantly took my cane and roy 
beaver, and repaired to the place where he dwelt. 

When I came to his lodgings near Charing-cross, up 
three pair of stairs (which I should not have published 
io this manner, but that this lunatic conceals the place 
of his residence on purpose to prevent the good offices 
of those charitable friends and physicians, who might at*- 
tempt his cure) when I came into the room, I found this 
unfortunate gentleman seated on his bed, with Mr. Ber- 
oard lintot bookseller on the one side of him, and a 
grave elderly gentleman on the other^ who^ as I have 
since learned, calls himself a grammarian ; the latitude 
of whose countenaace was not a little eclipsed by tiie 
fiiilness of his peruke. As I am a black lean man, of a 
pale visage^ and hang my clothes on somewhat slovenlj^ 
I no sooner went in, but he frowned upon me, and cried 
out with violence, ^^ 'Sdeath, a Frenchman 1 I am be« 
trayed to the tyrant ! who could have thought the queea 
would have delivered me up to France in this treaty, 
and least of all that you, my friends, would have been 
io a conspiracy against me?"-—** Sir/' said I, " here 
is neither plot nor conspiracy, but for yotu: advantage. 
The recovery oi your seosei requires my attendance* 
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«tH3 y^NiT frieadf leol for me od no other ac^oBBt" I. 
ibeo took a particular survej^ of hia perapo, aod the fins 
Diture and 4i6poBition of hia apartmeot Hia aspect \rdtk 
fiuriowa ; hia ejea were rather fiery thap livelj, which 
be rolled about io an anoommoo ms^aer. He often; 
opened hia mouth, aa if he would have uttered somcr 
matter of inportaoce, but the aotiad seemed lost inward- 
ly. His beard was growD, which they told me lie would, 
not suffer to be shaved ; belleying the modern dramatic 
poets had c<HTupted all the barbers io the town to take 
the first opportunity of cutting his throat. His eyobrowa 
were grey, long, and grown together, which ho knit with 
indignation, wbeo any thing wasspobeo; iujSOiQU/ch thai 
he seemed uot to have smoothed his. forehead for many 
years. His flannel niglitcap, which was exceedingly 
begrimed with sweat and dirt, hung iipoD his left ear; 
the flap of his breechea dangled between hia legjs, and 
the rolls of his stockings fell down to his aokle& 

I observed h« room was hung with old tape8try> 
which had several holes in it, caused,, aa the old woman 
informed me, by hi^ having cut out of it the heada of 
divera tyrants^ the fiepcenesa of whope visages had much 
provoked bi^. Oa z\\ sides of his reom were pi^oed at 
great maoy sheeta of a tragedy, called Cato, with iiotea 
on the maiiglQ with hia ownthapd. The words AaacnD^ 
M0NSTR0C78, KXBOBABLi^ werc- cvcry where written ii^ 
such large characters that I coiild read them without 
my apeeiades. By tiie fireside lay threo-f ^rthiogaworth 
of small ooal iff » Spectator, and behind the door, huge 
heaps of papeva iaf the aaine title, which hia nurse ipibrro- 
tul me she bad otoveyed tyther out of his sight, believ- 
ing- they were- bookp of the black art; for her mastfr 
never read io tltem, but he waa either quite moped, or 
in raving fita^ Tbaro waa. nothing neat in the wbde 
toom, except some books on his shelve?, very well bound 
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and ^Ided, Tfbose names I had never before heard o^ 
nor I beliere were any where else to be found; such as 
Gibraltar, a comedy ; Remarks on Prince Arthur ; The 
Grounds of Criticism in Poetry ; An Essay on Public 
Spirit. The only one I had any knowledge of, was, a 
Paradise Lost, interleaved. The whole floor was co* 
vered with manuscripts, as thick as a pastry-cook^s shop 
on a Christmas eve. On his table were some ends of 
verse and of candles; a gallipot of ink with a yellow 
pen in it, and a pot of half-dead ale covered with a 
Longinus. 

As I was casting my eyes round on all this odd furni- 
ture with some earnestness and astonishment, and in a 
profound silence, I was on a sudden surprised to hear 
the man speak in the following manner : 

** Beware, doctor, that it fare not with you as with 
your predecessor the famous Hippocrates, whom the 
mistaken citizens of Abdera sent for in this very man- 
ner, to cure the pliilosopher Democritus ; he returned 
full of admiration at the wisdom of that person whom he 
supposed a lunatic. Behold, doctor, it was tlius Aric* 
totle himself, and all the great ancients, spent their days 
and nights, wrapt up in criticism, and beset all around 
with their own writings. As for me, whom you see lo 
the same manner, be assured I have none other disease, 
than a swelling in my legs, whereof I say no more, since 
your art may farther certify you." 

I thereupon seated myself upon his bedside, and plac- 
ing my patient on my right band, to judge the better ia 
what he affirmed of his legs, felt his pulse. 

For it is Hippocrates^s maxim, that if the pulse have 
a dead motion, with some unequal beatings, it is a symp- 
tom of a sciatica, or a swelling in the thigh or leg ; iii 
which assertion of his, this pulse confirmed me. 
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I began now to be in liopes, that his case had been 
misrepresented, and that lie was not so far gone, but that 
some timely medicines might recover him. I therefore 
proceeded to the proper queries, which, with the an- 
swers made to me, I sliall set down in form of a dialogue, 
in the yerj words they were spoken, because I would 
not omit the least circumstance in this narrative ; and I 
call mj conscience to witness, as if upon oath, that I 
shall tell the truth, without addidon or diminution. 

Dr. Fray, sir, how did you contract this swelling ? 

Denn. By a criticism. 

Dr. a criticism ! that's a distemper I never read of 
in Galen. 

Denn. 'Sdeath, sir, a distemper ! It is no distemper, 
but a noble art. I have sat fourteen hours a day at it : 
and are you a doctor, and don't know there's a commu- 
nication between the legs and the brain ? 

Dr. What made you sit so many hours, sir ? 

Denn. Cato, sir. 

Dr. Sir, I speak of your distemper ; what gave you 
this tumour ? 

Denn. Cato, Cato, Cato.* 

Old Wom. For God's sake, doctor, name not this 
evil spirit ; '(is the whole cause of his madness : alac^ 
poor master's just falling into his fits I 

Mr. LiNTOT. Fits ! Z what fite ? A man may 

well have swellings in his legs, that sits writing fourteen 
hours in a day. He got this by tlie Remarks. 

Dr. The Remarks ! what are those ? 

Denn. 'Sdeath t have you never read my Remarks ? 
I will be damned, if tlib dog Liutot ever published my 
advertisements. 

• Remarks on Cato, puUbhed by Mr. Dennii in 1712. H- 
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Mr. LiNTOT. Z— -^! I published advertisement 
Upon advortisc-meut ; and if the book be aot read, it is 
none of in} fault, but bis that made it By G — ^ as 
much has been done for the book as could be done for 
any book in Christendom. 

Dr. We do not talk of books, sir ; I fear those are 
the fuel thai feed his delirium ; meutioo them no more. 
You do very ill to promote this discourse, 

I desire a word in private with this other gentleman, 
who seems a grave and sensible man : I suppose, sir, you 
are his apothecary ? 

Gent. Sir, I am his friend. 

Dr. I doubt it not. What regimen have you ob- 
served, since he has been under your care ? You re- 
member, I suppose, the passage of Celsus, which says, 
if the patient on the third day have an interval, sus- 
pend the medicaments at night ? Let fumigaticns be 
used to corroborate the brain. I hope you have upon 
no account promoted sternutation by hellebore. 

Gent. Sir, no such matter : you utterly mistake. 

Dr. Mistake ! am I not a physician ? and shall au 
apothecary dispute my nostrums ? ■■ ■ You may perhaps 
have filled up a prescription or two of Ratcliff% which 
chanced to succeed, and with that very prescription, in- 
judiciously prescribed to different constitutions^ have 
destroyed a multitude. Pliarmacopola compmuit^ medt^ 
ms solus prtesaibatj says Celsus. Fumigate him, I 
say, this very evening, while he is relieved by an m* 
terval. 

Denn. 'Sdeath, sir, my friend an apothecary ! a base 
mechanic t He who, like myself, professes the noblest 
sciences in the universe, criticism and poetry I Can you 
think I would submit my wi-itings to the judgment of an 
apothecary ? By the immortals, he himself inserted 
three whole paragraphs in my Remarks, had a hand in 
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mj public spirit, nay, assisted me in my descriptioo of 
tlw furies and inftrnal regions, in my Appius. 

Mr. LiMTOT. He is an author ; you mistake the 
gratleman, doctor ; he has been an author these twen- 
ty years, to his bookseller's knowledge, and do man's 
else* 

PsNK. Is all the town in a combination ? Shall poe(- 
17 fall to the ground ? Must our reputation be lost to 
all foreign countries ? O destruction ; perdition ! Ope^ 
ra ! Opera !^ As poetry once raised cities, so, when 
poetry fails, cities are overturned, and the world is no 
more. 

Dr. He ravef, he raves ; Mr. Liotot, I pray you 
pinion down his arms^ that he may do no mischief. 

Denn. O I am sick, sick to death ! 

Dr. That is a good symptom, a very good symptom; 
To be sick to death, (say the modem physicians) is an 
excellent s^'roptom. When a patient is sensible of his 
pain, 'tis half a cure. Pray, sir, of what are you sick ? 

Denn. Of every thing, of every thing ; I am sick of 
the sentiments, of the diction, of the protasis, of the epi- 
taoB, and the catastrophe. Alas, what is become of the 
drama, the drama ? 

Old Wom. The dram, sir ? Mr. Lintot drank up 
an the gin just now ; but 1*11 go fetch more presently. 

Dekn. O shameful want f scandalous omission ! By 
ril the immortals, here is no paiptttia, no change of for- 
tune in the tragedy ! Z no change at all ! 

Old Wom. Pray, good sir, be not angry ; 111 fetch 

change. 
Dr. Hold your peace, woman ; his fit increases ; 

good Mr. Lintot, hold him. 

* He wrote a treatise proving tbe decaj of pobllc ipirit to proceed 
from Italiaa operas. H. 

TOL. XXIII. P 
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Mr. LiNTOT. Plague to't ! I am damnably afraid 
they are in the right of it, and he is mad in earnest. 
If he should be really mad, who the devil vUl buy liie 
i^marks ? 

[Here Mr. Lintot scratched his keadJ] 

Dr. Sir, I shall order you the cold bath to-morro\r. 
Mr. Lintot, you are a sensible man ; pray send for Mr. 
Verdier^s servant, and, as you are a friend to the pa- 
tient, be so kind as to stay this evening, while he is cup- 
ped on the head. The symptoms of liis madness seem 
to be desperate ; for Aviceo says, that if learning be 
mixed with the brain, that is not of a contexture fit to 
receive it, the brain ferments, till it be totally exhaust- 
ed. We must eradicate these undigested ideas out of 
the pericranium^ and reduce the patient to a competent 
knowledge of himself. 

Denh. CaitifTs, standoff! unhand me miscreants ! Is 
the man whose whole endeavours are to bring the town to 
reason, mad ? Is the man who settles poetry on the basis of 
antiquity, mad ? Dares any one assert, there is tiper^Meiia 
in that vile piece, that's foisted upon the town for a drama- 
tic poem ? That man is mad, the town is mad, the world is 
mad. See Longinus in my right hand, and Aristotle in 
my left; I am the only man among the moderns, that 
supports them. Am I to be assassioated ; and shall a 
bookseller, who has lived upon my laboun^ take away 
that life to which he owes hb support ? 

Gent. By your leave, gentlemen, I apprehend you 
not. I must not see my friend ill treated ; he is no 
more affected with lunacy tlian myself : I am also of 
the same opinion, as to the peripaAia. Sir, by the gravi- 
ty of your countenance and habit, I should conceive 
you to be a graduate physician \ but, by your indo- 



pereeHref yvm Me« iiolenlfloft of it'liMM^'S un tottb to 
say qiiflcl; MQ»*rat1ierthanf Ms dAigslilMKdd )te tflto 
lib own fiands, would gdt rid of itiem by^^MMIill^ 
them into tlie months of others : the geatkroaik Uti 
igood coodidoo, sonAd ^ ifitelleotnfils, and noerriof judg^ 
tnent : I beg 70a will not oblige roe to resent thefee^pro- 
t:eedings. ■ ' ■ • ■' ' '=' ''' * 

: ♦ * ■■ - ■■•■*•*.' i ■•*- 

Thmk were all th^'Words that pbitoed iHribng ns' at 
this time ; nor was there need for more ; k %eiiig oe- 
cessarT- we should mftke use of force itf ihe eui^ of mj 
ffitient .-.-*> 

I pskratiljr 1rMi|Miped the old woonm tb t^'terMr. 
VerdtteKsSn IjOog-A€i>e, wHb'orders to eome hniMdlttl^ 
I7 with cupping gfasses ; In the mean flm«), bjf thue^as- 
lislaae^of Mr^UatOli f^ looked MBirlendlnib^«l0KC, 
who, H is plain from his last speoi^ waviyMwlMfOMch*' 
ed itt- Mi fiftelleols ; %fter w%ldi» We bMnd ottf^itnatic 
hand andiiiMt down tothe bedstead^ iTheko he oMllAfed 
So irloisiit nkTiog«^>iiotwKhrtaDdll^ tllcf wioit MdlT 'eis- 
piessioos we eonldose to pemiade hiro to sdlMft 'l#^ 
operation)' tilt the servant of Verdler andved. He liad 
ttO'SOontfr ^iipp#d liilf^a doeen • <kipphig^lasNb M-lils 
head, and MUnd^ Mi'^eaiB, bit' Ai^-gniileibaniibove- 
menCloneiMNliltlbg^dpeB' the ekseC; ran fiKri^My ttpon 
us, cut Mr. DenflliVbinidages,* and let drl¥e it ni IHtli 
a vast folios whkh sorely bruised the shin of Mr. Ian- 
tot ; Mr. Johd Dettdsabd, starting n^ wftK (be cup- 
pingtilasses on Ms bead, seized another folio, and with 
the fMo dlilJhriMljF wounded me in the skul^ JusC 
abofo mj right temple. The truth of thii fact Mr. 
YoidieiViSOfraol la oeidy to attest upon' oath, who, 
iM$gm mM'*wlLiwef 4i^1la6 violanies, flmnd Uyt 
whk> tiiriii*^ lie<diO)be«rtrtaMs'bXBm|ai Cri* 
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tica : and that vhich broke Mr. Liotot's shin, was Sea- 
liger's Poetices. After this, Mr. John Denon, stren^h- 
ened at ODce by rage and madness, snatched up a pe- 
ruke-block that stood by tlie bedside, and wielded it 
round in so furious a manner, that he broke three of the 
cupping-glasses from the crown of his head, so that much 
blood trickled down his visage. He looked so ghastly, 
and his passion was grown to such a prodigious height, 
that myself, Mr. Lintot, and Mr. Verdier's servant, 
Were obliged to leave the room in all the expedition 
imaginable. 

I took Mr. Lintot home with me, in order to have 
our wounds dressed, and laid hold of that opportunity 
of entering into discourse with him about the madness of 
this person, of whom he gave me the following remark- 
able relation : 

That on the 17th of May, 1712, between the hoinrs 
of ten and eleven in the morning, Mr. John Dennis en- 
tered into his shop, and opening one of the volumes of 
the Spectator, in the large paper, did suddenly, without 
the least provocation, tear out that of No, — ^ where the 
author treats of poetical justice, and cast it into the 
street That the said Mr. John Dennis, on the 27th of 
March, 1712, finding oa the said Mr. Lintot^s counter a 
book called an Essay on Criticism, just then published, 
he read a page or two with much frowning, till, coming 
to these two lines, 

*' Some have at first for wits, then poets passed, 
Turn'd critics oext, and prov'd plain fools at last—" 

he flung down the book in a terrible fury, and cried out, 
** By G — d he means me." 

That, being in his company on a certain time, when 
Shakspearc was mentioned as of a contrary opinion to 
Mr. Dennis, he swore the said Shakspeare was a rascal 
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with other ddanatory exprenioni, wlUch gave Mr. 
tot a very ill opinion of tlie said Sbakspeare. 

That, about two months since, he came again into the 
shop, and cast several suspicious looks on a gentleman 
that stood by him, after whidi he desired sonic informa- 
tion concerning that person. He was no sooner acquaint- 
ed that the gentleman was a new author, and tliat his first 
piece was to be published in a few days, but he drew 
his sword upon him, and, had not my servant luckily 
caught him by the sleeve I might have lost one author 
upon the spot, and another the next sessions. 

Upon recollecting; all these circumstances, Mr. Lintot 
was entirely of opinion, that lie had been mad for some 
time ; and I doubt not, but this whole narrative must 
sufficiently convince the world of the excess of his 
frenzy. It now remains, that I give the reasons which 
obliged me, in my own vindication, to publbh this whole 
tinfuriunaie transaction. 

In the first place, Mr. John Dennis had industriously 
caused to be reported, that I entered into his room vi et 
amdsy either out of a design to deprive him of his life, or 
of a new play called Coriolanus, which he has had 
ready for the stage these four years. 

Secondly ; he has given out, about Fleet-street and 
the Temple, that I was an accomplice with his book- 
seller, who vidted him with intent to take away di- 
vers valuable manuscripts, without paying liim copy 
money. 

Thirdly ; he told others, that I am no graduate physi- 
cian, and that he had seen me upon a mountebank 
stage in Moorfields, when he had lodgings in the college 
there. 

Fourthly ; knowing that I had much practice in the 
city, he reported at the royal exchange, custom-house, 
and other places adjacent, that I was a foreign spy, ero- 



338 DR. NORRIS'S NARRATIYS, Sue. 

plojed by Ihe French kiog to convey him iuto France^ 
that I bound hioi hand and foot; and that, if hit friend 
had not burst frooi his confinement to his relief, he had 
been at this liour id the Bastile. 

All wliich several assertions of his aie so very extra- 
vagant, as well as inconsistent, that I appeal to all man- 
kind, whether this person be not out of his senses. I 
shall not decline giving and producing farther proofs of 
this truth in open court, if he drives the matter so far. 
In the mean time I heartily forgive him, and pray that 
the lord may restore him to the full enjoyment of hisun- 
(h^rstandiog : so wishelb, as bccometh a christian, 

ROBERT NOIiRIS, M. IK 

From my house on Snow-hill, 
July the 30tb, 1713. 

God save the Queen. 
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FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT 

OF A HOHRID AND BARBAROUS 

REVENGE BY POISON, 

ON rnx BODY OF 

MR. EDMUND CURLL, 

BOOKSELLER;* 

WITH A FAITHFUL COPT OF filS 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 

PUBLISHED BY AN ETE WITNESS. 



History furukhes us with examples of maoj satiri- 
cal autboTs, who have fallen sacrifices to revenge, but 
not of any booksellers, that I know o^ except the unfor- 
tunate subject of the following paper; I mean Mr. Ed- 
round Curl], at the Bible and Dial in Fleet-street, who 

* The meinor7 of Edmund Curll has been transmitted to posterity 
with an obloquy be little deserved. Whatever were his demerits as a 
bookseller, they were amply atoned for by his inde^'atigable industry 
in preserving our National Remains. Nor did he public a siq|^ 
volume, but what, amidst a profusion of base metal, contained some 
precious ore, some vahmble relique?, which future collectors could na 
wh€;re«lie have found. N. 
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was yesterday poisoned by Mr. Pope, after having lived 
many years aa instance of the mild temper of the British 
nation. 

Every body knows, that the said Mr. Edmund Curll, 
on Monday, the 26th instant, published a satirical piece^ 
entitled Court Poems, in the preface whereof they 
were attributed to a lady of quality, Mr. Pope, or 
Air. Gay; by which iadiscreet method, though he had 
escaped one revenge, there were still two behind in re- 
serve. 

Now, on the Wednesday ensuing, between the hours 
Qf ten and eleven, Mr. Lintot, a neighbouring booksellers 
desired a coDference with Mr. Curll about settling a titlo 
page, inviting him at the same time to take a whet togcr 
ther. Mr. Pope, who is not the only instance how pep- 
sous of bright parts may be carried away by the insti- 
gation of the devil, found means to convey himself into 
llie same room under pretence of business with Mr. Llo* 
tot, who. It seems, is the printer of his Homer. This 
gentleman, with a seeming coolness, reprimanded Mr. 
Curll for wrongfully ascribing to him the aforesaid 
poems : he excused himself by declaring, that one of 
his authors (Mr. Oldmixon by name) gave the copies to 
the press, and wrote the preface. Upon this Mr. Pope, 
being to all appearance reconciled, very civilly drank 
a glass of sack to Mr. Curl), which he as civilly pledg- 
ed : and though the liquor in colour and taste differed 
not from common sack, yet was it plain by tlie pangs 
this unhappy stationer felt soon after, that some poison- 
ous drug had been secretly infused therein. 

About eleven o'clock he went home, where his wife 
observing his colour change, said, ^' are you not sick, 
my dear ?^' He replied, ^^ bloody sick ;" and inconti- 
nently fell a voDiiting and straining in an uncommon 
and un.natnrnl manner, the contents ef his vomiting be* 
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ibg as green 9a grass. His wife had been just' rea^ir^ 
a book of her husband's printing concerning Jane Wbeu- 
ham, the famous witch of Hertford, and her mind mis- 
gave her, (hat he was bewitched ; but he soon let her 
know that he suspected poison, and recounted to her, 
between the intervals of his yawnings and retchings^ 
every circumstance of his interview with Mr. Pope. 

Mr. Lintot in the mean time coming in, was extreme- 
ly alTrighted at the sudden alteration he observed in him : 
" Brother Gurll," says he, " I fear you have got the 
vomiting distemper ; which I have heard, kills in half 
an hour. This comes from your not following my ad- 
tice, to drink old hock in a morning as I do, and abstain 
from sack." Mr. Curll replied in a moving tone, 
^^ Tour author's sack I fear has done my business." 
" Z — ds," says Mr. Lintot, " my author !— Why did 
not you drink old hock ?" Notwithstanding which 
rough remonstrance, be did in the most friendly manner 
press him to take warm water ; but Mr. Curll did with 
great obstinacy refuse it : which made Mr. Lintot infer, 
that he chose to die, as thinking to recover greater 
damages. 

All this time the symptoms increased violently, with 

acute pains in the lower belly. *' Brother Lintot," 

says he, ^I perceive my last hour approaching; do me 

the friendly office to call my partner, Mr. Peroberton, 

that we may settle our worldly aflfairs." Mr. Lintot, 

like a kind neighbour, was hastening out of the room, 

while Mr. Curll raved aloud in this manner : <' If I 

survive this, I will be revenged on Tonson ; it was he 

first detected me as the printer of these poems, and I 

will reprint these very poems in hb name." His wife 

admookhed him not to thmk of revenge, but to take 

care of his stock aud his soul : and in the same instant 

Mr. Lintot, whose goodness can never be enough ap^- 

p2 
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plAided» returned with Mr. Pemberton. After 8ome 
tears joiotly shed by these humane bookselkre, Mn 
Curll being;, as he said, in his perfect senses^ though in 
great bodily pain, immediately proceeded to make a ver- 
bal will, Mrs. Curll having first put on his nightcap, in 
the following manner : 

Gemtlehen — In the first place, I do sincerely pray 
forgiveness for those indirect metliods I have pursued 
in inventing new titles to old books, putting authors' 
names to things they never saw, publishing private quar- 
rels for public entertainment ; all which I hope will be 
pardoned, as being done to get an honest livelihood. 

I do also heartily beg pardon of all persons of honour,, 
lords spiritual and temporal, gentry, burgesses, and com- 
monalty, to whose abuse I have any or every way con- 
tributed by my publications : particularly, I hope it will 
be considered, that if I have vilified his grace tiie duke 
of Marlborongh, I have likewise aspersed the late duke 
of Ormond ; if I have abused the honourable Mr. Wal- 
pole, I have also libelled the Lord Bolingbroke : so that 
I have preserved that equality and impartiality, whicit 
becomes an honest man in timea of faction and divi" 
sion. 

I call my conscience to witness, that many of these 
things, which may seera malicious, were done out of 
charity ; I having made it wholly my business to print 
for poor disconsolate authors, whom all other booksellers 
refuse. Only God bless Sir Richard Blackmore ! you 
know he takes no copy-money. 

The second collection of poems, which I groondkn-^ 
1y called Mr. Prior's, wiH sell for nothing, and has not 
yet paid the charge of the advertisements, which 1 w«» 
obliged-to publish against him : therefore you may as well 
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suppress the editioo, and beg that gentleman's pardop b 
the name of a djing christian. 

The French Cato, with the criticisms showing how 
superior it is to Mr. Addison's (which I wickedly as- 
cribed to Madam Dacier) may be suppressed at a rea- 
sonable rate, being damnably translated. 

I pretest I have no animosity to Mr. Rowe, having 
printed part ai Calliptedia, and an incorrect edition of 
his poems without his leave in quarto. Mr. Gildon's 
Rehearsal, or Bays the younger, did more harm to me 
than to Mr. Rowe ; though upon the faith of an honest 
man, I paid him double for abusing both him and Mr. 
Pope. 

Heaven pardon me for publishing the Trials of Sodo- 
my in an Elzevir letter ! but I humbly hope, my print- 
ing Sir Richard Blackmore's Essays will atone for them» 
I beg that you will take what remains of these last 
(which is near the whole impression, presents excepted) 
and let my poor widow have iu exchange the sole pro- 
perty of the copy of madam Mascranny. 

[Here Mr. Pemberton intemtptedy and would by no 
means consent to this article^ about which some dispute 
might have arisen unbecoming a ^hpng person^ tf Mr. 
Lintot had not interposed^ and Mr. Curll vomHedl 

[What this poor unfortunate man spoke afterward, 
was so indistinct, and in such bn^en accents (being per- 
petually interrupted by vomitings) that the reader is 
entreated to excuse the confusion and-imperfectioiiof 
this accoiuitj 

Bear Mr. Pemberton, I beg you to beware of the fi^ 
«lictment at Hicks's Hall for pubUshn^ Rochcstei^» 

f3 
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bawdy poems ; that copy will otlierwise be my best k-' 
gacy to my dear wife, and helpless child. 

The Case of ImpotCDCC was my best support all the 
last loog vaeation. 

\^In this last paragraph Mr. CurlPs voice grew mare 
free ; for his vomitings abated upon his dgectionSf and 
he spoke what follows from his closestool,'] 

For the copies of noblemen's and bisliops* Last Wills 
and Testaments, I solemnly declare, I printed them not 
with any purpose of defamation : but merely as I thought 
those copies lawfiilly purchased from Doctors Commons, 
at one shilling a piece. Our trade in wilk turning to 
small account we may divide them blindfold. 

For Mr. Manwaring's Life, I ask Mrs. Oldfield's pa^ 
don : neither his nor my Lord Halifax's lives, though 
they were of service to their country, were of any to 
me : but I was resolved, since I could not print their 
works while they lived, to print their lives after they 
were dead. 

While be was speaking these words, Mr. Oldmixon 
entered. '' Ah ! Mr. Oldroixon," said poor Mr. CurlH 
'' to what a condition have your works reduced me ! I 
die a martyr to that unlucky preface. However, in 
these my last momeots, I will be just to all men ; you 
shalFbave your third share of the Court Foems^ as was 
stipulated. When I am dead, where will you find another 
bookseller ? Your Protestant Packet might have support- 
ed you, had you writ a little less scurrilously ; there is 



a mean in all things. 



»» 



Here Mr. Lintot interrupted, " WJiy not find another 
Itookseller, brother Curll?" and then took Mr. Old- 
mixoD aside and whispered Mm ; ^ Sw^ 89 soon as Cu£l> 
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is dead, I shall be glad to talk with you over a pint at 
the Devil." 

Mr. Curli dow turoiog to Mr. Pembertoo, told hiro, 
he had several takiug titlepages, that oaly wanted trea- 
tises to be wrote to them; and earnestly desired, that 
when they were written, hb heirs might have some share 
of the profit of them. 

After he had said tliis, he fell into horrible gri[Hngs, 
npon which, Mr. Lintot advised him to repeat the Lord's 
Prayer. He desired his wife to step into the shop for a 
Common Prayer Book, and read it by the help of a gab* 
die without hesitation. He closed the booki fetched a 
groan, and recommended to Mrs. Cmil to give forty sbii- 
lings to the poor of the parish of St. Dunstan's, and a 
week's wages advance to each of his gentlemen-authors, 
with some small gratuity in particular to Mrs. Centlivre. 

The poor man continued for some hours, with all his 
disconsolate family about hira in tears, expecting his final 
dissolution ; when, of a sudden, he was surprisingly re- 
lieved by a plentiful fetid stool, which obliged them ail 
to retire out of the room. Notwithstanding, it is judged 
by Sir Richard Blackmore, that the poison is stiJi latent 
in his body, and will infallibly destroy him by slow de- 
grees in less than a month. It is to be hoped, the other 
enemies of this wretched stationer will not farther pursue 
their revenge, or shorten this short period of his misera-- 
ble life. 
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MOST DEPLORABLE CONDITION 
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SINCE BIS BEING POISONED, 
ON THE 28th of march. 

To be Published Weekly. 

London, printed and sold bj all the Publisbcn, Mer* 
€utiet, and Hawken, within the Bills of Mortalitj. 
1716. 



The public is already acquainted with the manner of 
Mr. CurU's enapoisoament, by a faitliful, though unpolite 
historiao of Grub-street. I am Imt the conlinuer of his 
history ; yet I hope a due distinction will be made be- 
tween an undignified scribbler of a sheet and a half,, 
and the author of a threepenny stitched book, like my- 
self. 
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"^ Wk,** sajs Sir Richard Blackmore,* "^ pioceeds 
from a ooncurreoce of regular and exalted fennentSi and 
an affluence of aninial spirits rectified and refined to a 
degree of puritj." On the contiaiy, when the ingenious 
particles rise with the vital liquor, they produce an al>- 
straction of the rational part of the soul, which we com- 
tnouly call madness. The verity of this hypothesis is 
justified by the symptoms with which the unfortunate 
EduMind Curil, bookseller, has bee» afflicted, ever cioce 
his swallowing the poison at the Swan-tavern, is Fleet- 
street. For though the neck of his retort, which carrier 
up the animal spiiits to the head, is of an extraordinary 
length; yet the said aoiiiia] apliiU rise muddy, being 
contaminated with the inflammable pariicleg of this un- 
common poison* 

The symptoms of his departure from his usual temycK 
of mind were at first only speakiag civilly to his cns« 
tomers, singeiBg a pig with a new purchased libel, and 
refunng cwo-andninepeoce for Sir Richard Blackmore's 
Essays. 

As the poor man^s frenzy increased, he began to void, 
his excrements in his bed, read Rocliester's bawdy poems 
to Ms wife, gave Oldmixon a 4ap on the «hopi, and 
wouM liare kissed Mr. Pemberton'sa** 4^ viokvoe. 

But at last he came to such a pass, that he wouM dioe 
upon nothing but copper-plates, took a clysler for a whipt 
syllabub, and made Mr. Lintot eat a suppositoiy for a 
radish, with bread and butter. 

We leave it to eveiy lender wife to imagine, hov 
sorely all this afflicted poor Mrs. Curll : at first she pri- 
vately put a bill into several churches, desiring the 
prayers of the congregatiou for a wretched stationer dis- 
tempered Jn mind. But wheu she wu sadly oaoviimtt 

* Emys, Vol. II. 
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that his misfortune was public to all the world, she writ 
the followiug letter to her good oeiglibour Mr. Liotot 

A true Copy of Mrs. Curll's Letter to Mr. Lintot. 

" Worthy Mr. Limtot, 

^* You and all the neighbours know too well the 
fteuzy with which my poor man is visited. I never 
perceived he was out of himself, till that melancholy 
day, that he thought he was poisoned in a glass of sack ; 
upon this he ran vomiting all over the house, nay, in the 
new-washed diniug-room. Alas ! this is the greatest ad- 
versity that ever befel my poor man, since he lost one 
testicle at school by the bite of a black boar. Good 
Lord ! if he should die, where should I dispose of the 
stock ? unless Mr. Femberton or you would help a dis- 
tressed widow : for God knows, he never published any 
books that lasted above a week, so that if we wanted 
daily books, we wanted daily bread. I can write no 
more, for I hear the rap of Mr. Curll's ivory-headed 

cane upon the counter. Pray recommend me to your 

pastrycook, who furnishes you yearly with tarti in ex- 
change for your paper, for Mr. Curll has disobliged 
ours since his fits came upon him; — before that, we ge- 
nerally lived upon baked meats. He is coming in^ and 
I have but just time to put his son out of the way, for 
fear of mischief: so wishing you a merry Easter, I re- 
main your. 

Most humble servant, 

C. CURLL.'^ 

^ P. S. As to the report of my poor husband's steal- 
ing o'calf, it is really groundless, for he always binds id 
sheep.** 
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But retuni we to Mr. Ctirll, who all Wednesday con* 
tioued outrageously road. On Thursday he had a lucid 
interval, that enabled him to send a general summons te 
all his authors. There was but one porter, who could 
perform this office, to whom he gave the following bill 
of directions, where to find them. This bill, together 
with Mrs. CurH's original letter, lie at Mr. Lintot*8 shop 
to be perused by the curious. 

Instructions to a Porter how to find Mr. Cvrll's 

Authors. 

"At a tallow-chandler's in Petty France^ halfway un-. 
der the blind arch : ask for the historian. 

At tlie Bedstead and Bolster, a music-house in Moor- 
fields, two translators in a bed together. 

At the Hercules and Still in Vinegar-yard, a school- 
master with cai-buncles on his nose. 

At a blacksmith's shop in the Friers, a pindaric writer 
in red stockings. 

In the Calendar-mill-room at Exeter-change, a com- 
poser of meditations. 

At the three Tobacco-pipes in Dog and Bitch yard, 
one that has been a parson ; he wears a blue camblet 
coat trimmed with black : my best writer against reveal- 
ed religion. 

At Mr. Summers', a thief-catcher's, in Lewkner's 
lane, the man who wrote against the impiety of Mr. 
Howe's plays. 

At the Farthing-pye-honse in Tooting-fields, the young 
man who is writing my new pastorals. 

At the laundress's, at the Hole in the Wall in Cursi- 
tor's alley, up three pair of stairs, the author of my 
Church Histoiy, — if his flux be over — ^you may ako 
speak to the gentleman, who lies by him in the flock 
bed, my index-maker. 
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The cook's wife* in Buckiogham-court; bid her bring 
aloog with her the similes, that were lent her for her 
oext new play. 

Call at Bu<lge-row for the gentleman you used to go 
to in the cockloft ; I have taken away the ladder, but 
his landlady has it in keeping. 

I donH much care if you ask at the Mint for the okl 
beetlebrowed critic, and the purblind poet at the alley 
over against St. Andrew's, Holborn. But this as you 
have time.-' 

Ail the^c gentlemen appeared at the hour appointed 
in Mr. CnrlPs dining room, two excepted; one of whom 
was the gentleman in the cockloft, his landlady being 
out of the way, and the Gradus ad Pamassum taken 
down ; the other happened to be too closely watched 
by the baiiiflr. 

They no sooner entered the room, but all of tfaem^ 
showed in their behaviour some suspicion of each other; 
some turning away their heads with an air of contempt : 
others squinting with a leer, that sliowed at once fear 
and indignation, each with a haggard abstracted mien^ 
the lively picture of scorn, solitude, and short commons; 
So, when a keeper feeds his hungry charge of vulture^. 
panthers, and of Lybian leopards, each eyes his fellov 
with a fiery glare — high hung, the bloody liver tempts 
their maw : or as a housewife stands before her pales, 
surrounded by her gee&e ; they fight, they hiss, th^ 
cackle, beat their wings, and down is scattered as the 
winter's snow, for a poor grain of oat, or tare, or barley : 
Such looks shot through the room transverse, oblique, 
direct ; such was the stir and din, till Curll thus spoke 
(but Without rising from his cloeestool :) 

^ Mrs. CentUvr^. J^. 
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" Whores and authors must be paid beforehand to put 
them in good humour ; therefore here is half a oro*im 
apiece for jou to drink your own healths, and ceofusion 
to Mr. Addisoo, and all other successful writers. 

"Ah, gentlemen ! what have I not done, what have I 
not suffereil, raiiicr titan the world should be deprived 
of your lucubrations ; I have taken iuvohintary purges, 
I have been vomited, three times have I been caned, 
once was I hunted, twice was my head broke by a grena- 
dier, twice was I tossed in a blanket ; I have had boses 
on the car, slaps on the chops ; I have betito frighted, 
pumped, kick/xl, slandered and beshitten. I hope, 
gentlemen, you are all convinced, that this author of 
Mr. Lintot's could mean nothing else but starving you^ 
by poisoning mc. It remains for us to consult the best 
and speediest method of revenge.** 

He had scarce done speaking, but the tustoriaa prop 
{M)9e(! H' history of his life. The £zeter-exchaDge gen- 
tleman was for penning articles of his fsotli. Some pret- 
ty smart pindaric, says the red-stocking poet, would e^ 
fectually do his business. But the index-OMtker md^ 
there was nothing like an index to his Homer* 

After several debateiB^ they came to the feUowieg re* 
iBohitions : 

** Resolved, Tiiat every member of this society, ac- 
ijording to his several abilities, shall contribiite some 
way or other to the defamation of Mr. Pope. 

" Resolved, That toward the libelling of the said 
Pope, there be a sum employed not exceeding six pounds 
sixteen shillings and ninepence (not including adver- 
tisements.) 

" Resolved, That Mr. Dennis make an affidavit be- 
rqre Mr. Justice Tully, that in Mr. Pope's Homer there 
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are several passages contrary to the established rules of 
our sublirae. 

" Resolved, That he has on purpose, in several pas- 
sages, perverted the true ancient heathjen sense of Homer, 
for the more effectual propagation of the popish re- 
ligion. 

" Resolved, That the priqting of Homer's Battles 
at this juncture has been the occasion of all the disturb- 
ances of t his kingdom. 

" Ordered, That Blr. Barnivelt* be invited to be a 
■lember df this society, in order to make farther disco- 
veries. 

" Resolved, That a number of effective erratas be 
raised out of Pope's Homer (not exceeding 1746) and 
that every gentleman, who shall send in one error, for 
bb encouragement shall have the whole works of this 
society gratis. 

" Resolved^ Th»t a sum not exceeding ten shillings 
and sixpence be distributed among the members of the 
society for coffee and tobacco, in order to enable thera 
the more effectually to defame him in coffee-houses. 

" Resolved, That toward the further lessening the 
character of the said Pope, some persons be deputed to 
abuse him at ladies' tea-tables, and that in consideration 
our authors are not well dressed enough, Mr. C — y and 
Mr. Ke — ^1 be deputed for that service. 

*' Resolved, That a ballad be made against Mr. Pope, 



* The Key to the L«ck, a pamphlet written hy Mr. Pope, in whiek 
the Rape of the I^ck was with great selemnity proved to be a poU. 
tical libel, was publiifhcd in the name oT Esdras Barnivelt, apothe 

lary. IJ, 
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and Uiat Mr. Oldmizoo,^ Mr. GildoD,t aad Mrs. Cent* 
liTie^ do prepare aod bring in the same. 

*' Resolved, That above all, some eflfectual wajs and 
meaos be found to increase the joint stock of the repu* 
tatioa of this society, which at present is exceeding low> 
and to give their works the greater currency ; whether 
by raising the denomination of the said works bj oono- 
terfeit title-pages, or mixing a greater quantity of the 
fine metal of other authors with the alloy of this society. 

"^ Resolved, That no member of this society for tlie 
future mix stout in his ale in a morning, and that Mr. 
B remove from the Hercules and Still. 

" Resolved, That all our members (except the cook's 
wife) be provided with a sufficient quantity of the Tivi- 
fyiog drops, or Byfield's sal volatile. 

" Resolved, That Sir Richard BlaekmoreU be ap- 
pointed to endow thb society with a large quantity of 
regular and exalted ferments, in order to enliven their 
cold sentiments (being his true receipt to make wits)." 

* John OldmLxon, Esq. (dignified in the Tattler hy the name of 
OmUrmt, the unborn poet) aathor of ** Reflections on Dr. Swift's 
Ijetter to the earl of Oxford about the English Tongue, 1712 ;*' of 
many poems, and some plays : but his most capital performance was 
tlie *' Critical History of England/' He was all bis life a party 
writer for hire : and after having falsified Daniel's Chronicle in ma- 
ny places, he charged three eminent persons with falsifying Lord 
Clarendon's history, which was disproved by Dr. Atterbury, bishop 
of Rochester, the only survivor of them. He died July 9, 1742. H. 

t Gildon, a writer of criticisms and libels, who abused Mr. I^pe in 
several pamphlets and books printed by Curll. H. 

X Mrs. Susannah Centlivre, the *' slip-shod Sibyl" in the Dunciad, 
book III. verse 15, was the wife of Mr. Centlivre, yeoman of the 
mouth to his ms^esty, and wrote a song before she was seven years 
old, and many plays : she wrote also a ballad against Mr. Pope's 
Homer, before be began it H. 

II Sir Richard Blackmore, in his Essays, vol. ii. p. 270, accused Mr. 
Pope, in very high and sober terms, of prophaneness and immorality^ 
on the mere report of Curl], that he was author of a travcatie en the 
first Psafan. IJ. 
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Tliese resoltttioDS being talsen, tbe aesembly was ready 
to break up, but they took so near a part in Mr. CurlINf 
affltctioDB, that none of them coiikl leave liim witliout 
^ving him some advice to reinstate him in his health. 

Mr. Gildon was of opinion, that in order to drive a 
pope out of his belty, he slioiild get the mummy of some 
deceased moderator of the general aflseiiibl7 in Scotland 
to be taken inwardly as an effectual antidote against an- 
tichrist ; but Mr. Oldmixon did conceive, that the liver 
«f the persoD iirho adminisiercd the poison, boiled in 
broth, would be a more certain cure. 

While the company were expecting the thanks of Mr 
Churl! for these demonstrations of their zeal, a whole pile 
of Sir Rtchard^s Essays on a sudden fell on his head ; 
the shock of which in an instant brought back his deli- 
rium. He immediately rose up, overturned the close- 
stool, and beiliit tlie essays (which may probably occa- 
sion a second edition) then without putting up his 
breeches, in a most furious tone he thus broke out to 
his books, which his distempered imagination represent- 
ed to him as alive, coming down fitmi their shelves, 
fluttering their leaves, and flapping their covers at him : 
Now G — d damn all folios, quartos, octavos, and du- 
odecimos ! ungrateful varlett that you are, who have so 
long taken up my liouse without paying for your lodg- 
ing ! Are you not a beggarly brood of fumbling journey- 
men ; born in garrets among lice and cobwebs, nursed 

up 00 grey pease, bullock's liver, and porter's ale ? 

Was not the first light you saw, tlic farthing candle I 
paid for ? Did you not come before your time into dirty 
sheets of brown paper ? — And have I not clothed you 
in double royal, lodged you handsomely on decent 
shelves, laced your backs with gold, equipped you with 
splendid titles, and sent you into the world with the 
names of persons of quality ? Must I be always plagued 
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tfith you ? Why flutter ye your leaves and flap your 
covers at me ? Damn ye all, ye wolves in sheep's clulh- 
iug ; rags ye were, and to rags ye shall return. Why 
liold you forth your texts to me, ye paltry sermons ? — 
Why cry ye, at every word to me, ye bawdy poems'? 
To my shop at Tunbridge ye shall go, by G — , and 
thence be drawn like the rest of your predecessors, bit 
by bit, to the passage-house : for in this present emo- 
tion of my bowels, how do I compassionate those who 
have great need, and nothing to wipe their breech with ! 
Having said this, and at the same time recollecting 
that his own was unwiped, he abated of his fury, 
and with groat gravity applied to that function the 
luiiioished sheets of the conduct of the earl of Nolting- 
han?. 



( 336 ) 



A STRANGE, BUT 

TRUE RELATION, 

HOW 

MR. EDMUND CURLL, 

OF FLEET STREET, STATIONER, 

Qui of an extraordinary desire of lucre, went into 
'Change alley, and was converted from the ChristiaD 
religion by certain eminent Jews : and how he was 
circumcised and initiated into their mysteries. 



Avarice (as Sir Richard, in the third page of bi« 
Essays, has elegantly observed) is an inordinate impulse 
of the soul, toward the amassing or heaping together a 
superfluity of wealth, without the least regard of apply- 
ing it to its proper uses. 

And how the mind of man is possessed witli tliis vice, 
may be seen every day both in the city and suburbs 
thereof. It has been always esteemed by Plato, Puffen- 
dorf, and Socrates, as the darling vice of old age : but 
now our young men are turned usurers and stockjobben; 
and, instead of lusting afler the real wives and daughters 
of our rich citizens, they covet nothing but their mo- 
ney and estates. Sti*ange change of vice! when the 
concupiscence of youth is converted into the covetous- 
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Mm of age, and those appetites are now become veoal, 
which should be venereal. 

Id the first place, let us shotv jou'how many of the 
ancient worthies and heroes of antiquity, liave been un- 
<?one and ruined by this deadly sin of avarice. 

I shall take the liberty to begin with Brutus, that 
noble Roman. Does not ^tian inform us, that he re- 
ceived fifty broad pieces for Uie assassination of that 
renowned emperor Julius Cssar, who fell a sacrifice to 
the Jews, as Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey did to the 
papists? 

Did not Themistocles -let the Goths and Vandals into 
Carthage for a sum of money, where they barbardbs- 
ly put out the other eye of the famous Hannibal ? as 
Herodotus has it in his ninth heok upon the Roman 
medals. 

Even the great Cato (as the late Mr. Addibon lifls 
very well observed) though otherwise a gentleman of 
good sense, was not unsullied by this pecuniary con- 
tagion; for he sold Athens to Artaxerxes Longimanus 
for a hundred rix-dollars, which in our money will 
amount to* two tatlcuts and' thirty sestertii, according to 
Mr. Demoivre^s calculation. See He^iod in'his seventh 
chapter of Feaste And Festivals. 

Actuated by the satne diaboHcal spirit of gain, SyHa, 
the Roman cobsuI, shot Alcibiades the senator with a 
pbtol, and rObbed him of several bank'bHls and 'chequer 
notes to ao immense value ; for which he came to an 
unUmely end, and was denied christian burial. Hence 
comes the proverb, incidat in Syllam. 

To come near to our own times, and give you one 
modem instance, though well known and often quoted 
by historians, viz. Echard, Dionysius Halicaroassui^ 
Virgil, Horace, and others. *Tis that, I meao, of the 

VOL. xxin. a 
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famous Oodfrej of Bulloigne, ooe of the great heioesoC 
the holj war, nrho robbed Cleopatra, queeo of Egjpf, of 
a diamond necklace, ear-rings, and a Tompion's gold 
watch (which was given her by Mark Anthony) all these 
things were found in Godfrey's breeches-pocket, when 
he was killed at the siege of Damascus. 

Who then can wonder, after so many great and il- 
lustrious examples, that Mr. Edmund Curll the sta- 
•iioner should renounce the Christian religion for the 
mammon of unrighteousness, and barter his precious faith 
for the filthy prospect of lucre in the present fluctuation 
of stocks ? 

It having been observed to Mr. Curfl by some of 
his ingenious authors (who I fear are not overcharged 
with any religion) what immense sums the Jews had 
got by bubbles,^ &c he immediately turned his mind 
from the business in which he was educated, but thrived 
little, aud resolved to quit his shop for 'Change alley. 
Whereupon falling into company with the Jews at their 
club at the sign of the Cross in Cornhill, they bq;aD to 
tamper with him upon the most important points of the 
Christian faith, which he fiir some time zealously, and 
like a good Christian obstinately defended. They pro- 
mised him Paradise, and many other advantages here- 
after, but he artftiUy insinuated, that he was more in- 
clinable to listen to present gain. They took the hint, 
and promised him, that immediately upon his conver- 
|ion to their persuasion he should become as rich av a 
Jew, 

* BtUMe wai a name given to all the extravagant prefects, Ibr 
which sulMcriptions were raised, and negotiated at vait preminint in 
^Change alley, in the year 1720. A name, wkich alhidcd to their 
production by the ferment of the South Sea, and not to their ipleo- 
dovr, emptiness, and inutility: for it did not become a name of re- 
proach in this case, till time completed the metaphor, and the bubble 
[^roke. H. 
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Tbejr made me likewise of teTeral other argnnentf ; 
to wit, 

That the wisest man that ever was, and ioasmudi 
the richest, beyond all peradventnre was a Jew, viddiiti^ 
Solomon. 

That David, the man after God's own heart, wis 
a Jew also. And most of the children of Israel are wtm- 
pected for holding the same doctrine. 

This Mr. Curll at first streououslj denied, for io- 
deed he thought them Roman Catholics, and so te 
was he from giving way to their temptations, that to 
convince them of his Christianity he called for a poik 
griskin. 

They now promised, if he would poison his wlfe^ 
and give up his grkkin, that he should marry the rioh 
Ben Maymon's only daughter. This made some in« 
pression on him. 

They then talked to him in the Hebrew tongue^ 
which he not understanding, it was observed, had very 
great weight with him. 

They now, perceiving that his godliness was only 
gain, desisted from all other arguments, aind attacked 
him on his weak side, namely, that of avarice. 

Upon which John Mendez offered him an eighth of 
an advantageous bargain for the Apostles' creed which 
he readily and wickedly renounced. 

He then sold the Nine-and-Thirty Articles (or a 
bull ;* but insisted hard upon Uack-puddiogB, being a 
great lover thereof. 

* Bullf and bean. He who aellj that of which he It not pooeuei 
ik proverbially laid ** to leU the ikio before he hai caught the bear.^ 
It was the practice of itock jobben, in the year 1720, to eater inl* 
cootract fv transierring South-Sea stock at a future time for % certain 
price ; but be who contracted to sell had firequentlj no rteck to tranr 
fer, nor did he who boo|ht intend to reed? e aay in coMsqMBea ff 
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Jodma Fereira engaged to let him share with him 
in his bottomry; upon this he was persuaded out of 
his Ciuristian name ; but be still adhered to black-pud- 
dlogs. 

Sir Gideon Lopez tempted him with forty pound snb- 
acriptioQ in Ram^ bubble ) for which he was content to 
give up the four evangelists, and he was now completed 
a perfect Jew, all but bIack>puddiog and circumcision : 
for both of which, he would have been glad to have had 
a dispensation. 

But on the 1 7th of March, Mr. Cui-ll (unknown to his 
wife) came to the tavern aforesaid. At his entrance 
into the room, he perceived a meagre man with a 
sallow countenance, a black forky beard, and long 
vestment. In his right hand he held a laige pair of 
shears, and in his left a red hot searing-iron. At sight 
of this, Mr. Curlfs heart trembled withui him, and 
fain would he retire; but he was prevented by six 
Jews, who laid hands upon him, and unbuttoning hie 
breeches, threw him upon the table, a pale pitiful spec- 
tacle. 

He now intreated them, in the most moving tone of 
voice, to dispense wiih that unmanly ceremonial, which, 
if they would consent to, he faithfully promised that he 
would eat a quarter of paschal lamb with them the next 
Sunday following. 

All these protestations availed him nothing, for they 
threatened him, that all contracts and bargains should be 
void, unless he would submit to bear all the outward and 
visible signs of Judaism. 

^is bargain : the seller was therefore called a bear, in allusion to the 
proverb ; and tiie buyer a bull, perhaps only as a similar distinction. 
The contract was merely a wager to be detenu ined by the rise or 
fall of stock; if it rose, the seller paid the diflferenee to tlie bayer 
proportioned to the som determined by the sane cfMnpotation to the 
seller. H. 
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Qor apostate hearing thk, stretched himself apeo his 
backi spread his legs, and waited for the operatioD : but 
irheo he saw the high-priest take up the eteft stick, he 
roared most unmercifully, and swore several ChfistiaB 
oaths, for which tlie Jews rebuked htm. 
. The savour of the effluvia that issued from hiai, cejft- 
vinoed the old Levite, and all his assistants, that he 
needed no present purgation, wherefore, without farther 
anointing him, he pi-oceeded in his office; when, by an 
unfortunate je.k upward of tlie impatient victim, he lost 
five times as much as ever Jew did before. 

They, finding that he was too much circumcised^ 
wliich, by the levitical law, is worse than not being cir* 
cinicised at all, refused to stand to any of their coo* 
tracts : wherefore, they cast him forth from their syna- 
gogue : and he now remains a most piteous, woful, and 
miserable sight, at the sign of the Old Testament and 
Dial in riect-strect; his wife (poor woman) is at this 
hour lamenting over him, wringing her hands and tear- 
ing her hair; for the barbarous Jews still keep, and ex- 
pose at Jonathan's and Garraway% the mem<mal of ber 
lotfs, and her husband's indignity. 



. PRAYER 

if 

(to savb the STAjar.*) 

^ Keep us, we beseech thee, from the hands of sucit 
barbarous and cruel Jews, who albeit they abhor the 

* All Forms of Prayer and ThaidLsgiviag, Bo<^ of Utevotioo, &c. 
being excepted ia the statute of 12 Aoae, (1712) dnuaina pamphlets 
asd papers contaiaed in half a sheet with one halQ^emiy, and ttwaj 
such paper, being one whole sheet, with a stamp-duty of one peaaj 
for every Qopy. li. 
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blood of black-puddings, jet IbiTst thej rehemaotlj afiu^ 
tbe blood of white ones. And that we maj avoid such 
like ealamities, maj all good and well disposed Chiii- 
Uans be warned by this unhappy wretch's woful example 
to abominate the heinous sis of ayarice, which, sooner or 
later, will draw them into the cruel clutches of satiyf, 
fmp\stBi aad stockjoUver^ Amen.'' 
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THOUGHTS 

ON 

VARIOUS SI/BJECT^. 

BV MR. POPE* 



Party is the madnegs of many, for the gain of a 
few. 

There never was any party, faction, sect, or cabal 
whatsoever, in which tlie most ignorant were not the most 
violent ; for a bee is not a busier animal than a block* 
head. However, such instruments are necessary to po- 
liticians; and perhaps it may be with states as with 
clocks, which must have some dead weight hanging at 
them to help and regulate the motion of the finer and 
more useful parts. 

To endeavour to work upon the vulgar with fine 
sense, is like attempting to hew blocks with a razor. 
Fine sense and exalted sense are not half so useful a» 
common sense rtfiere are forty men of wit to one man 
of sense : and lie that will carry nothing about him but 
gold, will be every day at a loss for want of readier 
change. 

Learning is like mercury, one of the most powerful 
and excellent things in the world in skilful hands : ir\ 
unskilful, the most mischievous. 

• See Swift's Thoughts on Varions Subject?.. Vol XIV. IV. y 
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The Dicest constitations of goverumeot are often like 
&e finest pieces of clockwork ; which, depending on so 
manj motions, are therefore more subject to be out of 
order. 

Every man has just as much vanity as he wants on- 
derstandiug. 

Modesty, if it were to be recommended for nothing 
else, this were enough, that the pretending to little^ 
leaves a man at ease ; wliereas boasting requires perpe- 
tual labour to appear what he is not. If we have sense, 
modesty best proves it to others : if we have none, it 
best hides our want of it. For, as blushing will some- 
times make a whore pass for a virtuous woman, so mo- 
desty may make a fool seem a man of sense. 

It is not BO much the being exempt fitMn faults, as the 
having overcome them, that is an advantage to us: it 
being witli the follies of the miud^ as with the weeds of 
a field, which, if destroyed and consumed upon the place 
of their birth, enrich and improve it more than if none 
had ever sprung there. 

To pardon those absurdities in ourselves which we 
cannot snfier in others, is neither better nor worse than 
l<Ki}e more willing to be foob ourBclves than to have 
others so. 

A man should never be ashamed to own he has been 
in the wrong, wliich is but saying, in other words, that 
he is wiser to-day than he was yesterday. 

Our passions are ttke convulsion fits^ which, though 
tliey make us stronger for the time, leave us weaker evei 
after. 

To be angry, is to revenge the fault of others upoa 
ourselves. 

A brave man thinks no one his superior who^oes him 
an injury ; for he has it then in his power to make him- 
self superior to the other, by forgiving it. 
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To relieve tbe oppreased, is the most glorious act a 
mao is capable of; it is io some measure doiug tbe busi- 
ness of God and Providence. 

Superstition is the spleen of the soul. 

Atheists put on a false courage and alacrity in tbe 
midst of their darkness and apprehensions : like chil- 
dreoy who, when they go in the dark, will sing for fear. 

An atbiest is but a mad, ridiculous derider of piety : 
but a hypocrite makes a sober jest of Ood and religion. 
He finds it easier to be upon his knees, than to rise to 
do a good action ; like an impudent debtor, who goea 
every day and talks familiarly to his creditor, without 
ever pajiog what he owes. 

What Tiilly sajs of war, may be applied to disputing ^ 
it should be idways so managed as to remember, that the 
only end of it is peace : but generally true disputants 
are like true sportsmen, their whole delight is in the pur- 
suit : and a disputant oo more cares for tbe truth, tlian 
the sportsman for the hare. •^ 

The scripture, in time of disputes, is like an open 
town in time of war, which serves iodiflfcrently the oc- 
casions of both parties : each makes use of it for the 
present turn, and then resigns it to the next comer to do 
the same. 

Such as are still observing upon others, are like those 
who are always abroad at other men's houses, reforming 
ever J thing there, while their own rua to ruin» 

When men grow virtuous in their old age, they ouly 
make a sacrifice to God of the devil's leavingsw 

When we are young, we are slavishly employed ia 
procuring something whereby we may live comfortably 
when we grow old ; and when wo ase old we perceive 
it Is too kte to live as we proposed. 

People are scandaliaed, if one laughs at whait thoy 
call a serious thing. Suppose I wore to have my head 
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cut off to-morrow, aod ail the world were talkiug of if. 
to-day, yet wbj might Dot I laugh to thiok^ what a bii9- 
lle is there about my head ? 

The greatest advantage I know of being thought a 
wit by the worlds is, that it gives one the greater free- 
dom of playing the fool. 

We ought, in humanity, do more to despise a man for 
the misfortunes of the mind, than for those of the body, 
when they are such as he cannot help. Were this tho- 
roughly considered, we should no more laugh at one 
for having his brains cracked, than for having his head 
broke. 

A man of wit is not incapable of business, but above 
it* A sprightly generous horse is able to carry a pack- 
saddle as well as an ass, but he is too good to be put to 
the drudgery. 

Wherever I find a great deal of gratitude in a poor 
nan, I take it for granted, there would be as much ge- 
nerosity if he were a rich man. 

Flowers of rhetoric, in sermons and serious dis- 
courses, are like the blue and red flowett in com, plea^- 
ing to them- who come only for amusement, but preju^r* 
cial to him who would reap the profit. 

When two people compliment each other with the 
chdce of way things each of them generally gets that 
which he likes least 

He who tells a lie is not sensible how gieat a task be 
undertakes ;• for he vnust be forced to inveoi twenty 
more to maintain that one. 

CKviDg advice is, many times, only the privi1q(e of 
saying a foolish thing one's self^ under pretence of bin* 
dering another from doing one. 

It is with followerB at court m with followen oo the 
road, who first bespatter those that go before, and thea 
tread on their beeh. 
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Fake happiness is like false money ; it passes for a 
time as wieU as the true, and serves some ordinary oc- 
casions : but when it is brought to the touch, we find 
the lightness and allay, and feel the loss. 

Dastardly men are like sony horses, who have but 
just spirit and mettle enough left to be mischievous. 

Some people will never learn any thing, for this rea- 
son, because they understand every thing too soon. 

A person who is too nice an observer of the business 
of the crowd, like one who is too curious in observing 
the labour of the bees, will often be stung for bis curi- 
osity. 

A man of buidness may talk of philosophy, a man 
who has none may practise it."^ 

There are some solitary wretches, who seem to have 
left the rest of mankind, only as Eve left Adam, to 
meet the devil la private. 

The vanity of human life is like a river, constantly 
passing away, and yet constantly conring on. 

I seldom see a noble building, or any great piece of 
magnificence and pomp, but I think, how little is all this 
to satisfy the ambition, or to fill the idea, of an immortsd 
soul ! 

It is a certain truth, that a man is never so easy, or 
so little imposed upon, as among people of the best sense : 
it costs &r more trouble to be admitted ot continued in 
ill company than in good ; as the fonner have km un- 
derstanding to be employed, so they have more ranity 
to be pleased ; and to keep a fool constantly in good 
humour with himself and with othen, is no very ea^ 
task. 

The difference between what b comnabnly called or- 
dinary company and good company, is only bearing tbt 

* The fame Bratimeot ocean in a letter from Bo1iii|broke to SwiTL 
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tame things said in a little room or in a large saloon, at 
small tables or at great tables, before two candles or 
tfreoty sconces. 

It is urith nartow-souled people as with narrow-oecked 
bottles : the less thej have in them the more noise they 
make in poaring it out. 

Many men have been capable of doing a wise things 
more a cunning thing, but yerj few a generous thing. 

Since it is reasonable to doubt most things, we should 
most of all doubt that reason of ours, which would de« 
monstrate all things. 

To buy books, as some do who make no use of them, 
only because they were published by an eminent prin- 
ter : is much as if a man should buy clothes that did 
not fit him, only because they were made by some fa* 
mous tailor. 

It is as ofTensive to speak wit in a fool's company, as 
it would be ill manners to whisper in it ; he is displeased 
with both for the same reason, because he is ignorant of 
what is said. 

False critics rail at false wits, as quacks and impos- 
tors are still cautioning us to beware of counterfeits, 
and decry others cheats only to make more way for their 

own. 

Old men for the most part are like old chronicles, 
that give you dull but true accounts of time past, and 
are worth knowing only on that score. 

There should be, roetlunks, as little merit in loving ft 
woman for her beauty, as in loving a man for hu pros- 
perity ; both beiog equally subject to change. 

We should manage our thoughts in composing any 
work, as shepherds do their flowers in making a garland : 
first select the choicest, and then dispose them in the 
most proper places, where they give a lustre to each 
Other. 
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As handsome children are more a dishonour to a de- 
formed father than ugly ones, because unlike himself; 
so good thoughts, owned by a plagiary, bring him mora 
shame than his own ill ones. When a poor thief appears 
in rich garments, we immediately know they are none 
of his own. 

Human brutes, like other beasts, find snares and a 
poison in the prorisious of life, and are allured by their 
appetites to llieir destruction. 

The most posilive men are the most credulous ; since 
they most believe themselves, and advise most with the 
falsest flatterer, and worst enemy, their own self love. 

Get your enemies to read your works, in order to mead 
them ; for your friend is so much your second self, that 
he wiU judge too like you. 

Women use lovers as they do cards ; they play with 
them awhile, and when tliey have got all tliey can by 
them, throw them away, call for new ones, and ihea per- 
haps lose by the new ones all they got by the old ones. 

Honour in a woman's mouth, like an oath in the 
mouth of a gamester, is ever still most used, as dieir 
truth is most questioned. 

Women, as they are like riddles, in being unintelligi- 
ble, so generally resemble them in this, tliat they please 
us no longer when once we know them^ 

A man, who admires a fine woman, has yet no more, 
i^asou to wish himself her husband, than one who ad- 
mired the Hesperian fruit, would have had to wkh him- 
self the dragon that kept it 

He who marries a wife, because he cannot always 
live chastely, is much like a man, who, finding a few 
humours in his body, resolves to wear a perpetual 
blister. 
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Married people, for being so closely united, are bul 
the apter to part ; as knots, the harder they are pulled 
break the sooner. 

A family is but too often a commonwealth of malig- 
nants : what we call the charities and ties of affinity, 
prove but so many separate and clashing interests : the 
son wishes the death of the father ; the younger brother 
that of the elder ; the elder repines at the sisters por- 
tions : when any of them marry, there are new divisioris 
and new animosities. It is but natural and reasonable 
to expect all this, and yet we fancy no comfort but in a 
family. 

Authors in France seldom speak ill of each other, but 
when they have a personal pique ; authors in England 
seldom speak well of each other, but when they have a 
personal friendship. 

There is nothing wanting to make all rational and dis- 
interested people in the world of one religion, but that 
they should walk together every day. 

Men are grateful in the same degree that they are re- 
sentful. 

The longer we live, the more we shall be convinced, 
that it is reasonable to love God, and despise man, as 
far as we know either. 

That character in conversation, which commonly passes 
' for agreeable, is made up of civility and falsehood. 

A short and certain way to obtain the character of a 
reasonable and wise man, is, whenever any one tells you 
his opinion, to comply with it. 

"What is generally accepted as virtue in women, is 
very different from what is thought so in men : a very 
good woman would but make a paltry man. 

Some people are commended for a giddy kind of good 
humour, which is as much a virtue as drunkenness. 
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Thoee people only will eonstaQtly trouble you with 
doing little offices for them, who least deserve you should 
do any. 

We are sometimes apt to wonder to see thdse people 
proud, who have done the meanest things.; whereas a 
consciousness of having done poor things, and a shame 
of hearing of them, often make the composition we call 
pride* 

An excuse is worse and more terrible than a lie : for 
an excuse is a lie guarded. 

Praise is like ambergris ; a little whiff of it, and by 
snatches, is very agreeable ; but when a roan holds a 
whole lump of it to your nose, it is a stink, and strikes 
you down. 

The general cry is against ingratitude, be sure the 
complaint is misplaced, it should be against vanity. 
None but direct villains are capable of wilful ingrati- 
tude ; but almost every body is capable of thinking he 
has done more than another deserves, while the other 
thinks he has received less than he deserves. 

I never knew any man in my life, who could not bear 
another's misfortunes perfectly like a Christian. 

Several explanations of casubts, to multiply the cata* 
logue of sios^ may be called amendments to the ten com- 
mandments. 

It is observable that the ladies frequent tragedies more 
Uian comedies: the reason may be, that in tragedy 
their sex is dei&ed and adored, in comedy exposed and 
ridiculed. 

The character of covetou9oe8s is what a man gene- 
rally acquires more through some niggardliness, or ill 
grace, in little or iacoosiderable thaogi^ than in expea- 
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ses of any consequence. A verj few pounds a year 
would ease that man of the scandal of avarice. 

Some mcn^s wit is like a dark lantern, which serves 
their own turn, and guides them their own way : but is 
never known (according to the Scripture phrase) eithev 
to shine forth before men, or to glorifj thck Fathei iu: 
Heaven. 

It often happens that those are the best people, whose 
characters have been most injured by slanders pas we 
usually find that to be the sweetest fruit, which the bird» 
have been peeking at. 

The people all running to the capital city, is like a 
confluence of all the animal spirits to the heart; a 
symptom that the constitution is in danger. 

The wonder we often express at our neighbours keep- 
ing dull company, would lessen, if we reflected, that 
most people seek companions less to be talked to than ta 
talk. 

Amusement is the happiness of those that cannot 
think. 

Never stay dinner for a clergyman, who is to make a 
morning visit ere he comes, for he will think it his duty 
to dine with any greater man that asks him. 

A contented man is like a good tennis-player, who 
never fatigues and confounds himself with ronuing etec^ 
Dally after the baU, but stays till it comes to him. 

Two things are equally unaccountable to reason, and 
not the object of reasoning ; the wisdom of God, and the 
madness of man. 

Many men, prejudiced early in disfavour of mankind 
by bad maxims, never aim at making friendships; and, 
while they only think of avoiding the evil, miss of the 
good that would meet them. They beghi the world 
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luiavesy for preveotion, while others odIj end so afier 
disappoiotment. 

The greatest thiDgs and the most praiseworthy, that 
cao be done for the public good, are not what require 
great parts, but .great hooestj : therefore for a king to 
make an amiable character, he needs only to be a man 
of common honesty, well advised. 

No woman hates a roan for being in love with her ; 
but many a woman hates a man for being a friend to 
her. 

The eye of a critic is ofteti, like a microscope, ttiade 
so very fine and nice, that it discovers the atoms, grains, 
and minutest particles, without ever comprehending the 
whole, comparing the parts, or seeing all at once the 
harmony. 

A king may be a tool, a thing of straw ; but if he 
serves to frighten our enemio^ and secure our property^ 
it is well enough : a scarecrow is a thing of straw, but 
it protects the corn. 

Notwithstanding the common complaint of the knave> 
ry of men in power, I have known no great ministers, or 
men of parts and business, so wicked as their inferiors ; 
^eir sense and knowledge 'presence them from a hun- 
dred common rogueries ; and wben they become bad, it 
is generally more from the necessity of their situation, 
than from a natural bent to evil. 

Whatever may be said against a ^preihier or sole mi- 
nister, the evil of such a one, in an absolute government, 
may not be great : for it is possible, that almost any mi* 
fiister may be a better man tbao a king born and bred. 

A man coming to the waterside is^surreufided by all 
the crew : every aoe is c^cious^ every one makes ap- 
pUcatioDs, everyone offering his services; the whol^' 
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